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URBAN
Youth...

The URBAN Youth Project

By the URBAN
Youth Project Team

The Radford Unity Complex on
llkeston Road is the base of the Urban
Youth Project Team. As featured in
our photograph there are 5 full time
workers here. Kevin Brown and
Mohammed Bashir are our African
Caribbean and Asian Youth
Development Workers. Lisa Barker
is the female Youth Development
worker and our trainee youth worker
is Sarah Clarke. We also have an
admin assistant, Saeeda Basherat.
In addition, there are a number of
workers supporting the team, which
consist of part time youth workers,
volunteers and a number of sessional
play work staff.

As our name suggests we work in the
URBAN area. This includes Radford,
Hyson Green, New Basford and
Forest Fields. We also work in

partnership with and receive support
from the Partnership Council.

The aim of the Urban Youth Project
Team is to reach young people who
are excluded from using local facilities
and those that may be at risk of
offending. Much of our work is
therefore, focused on reducing crime
committed by young people. We also
aim to map out existing provision for
young people; fill any identified gaps
and increase the appropriateness of
existing service provision. Another
aim is to ensure that young peopie
are aware of services ‘available to
them and to provide them with

individual support and training where
needed.

The provisions in which we are
currently involved include Tennyson
Hall Youth Club, Hyson Green Youth
Club, Basford Youth Club and Forest
Fields Community Centre. We also
have links with the Forest Fields and
Tennyson Street Play Centres. The
sessions that we run from these
centres cater for young people from
8 to 25 years of age.

The main target, however, is 10 to
19 year olds. They include sessions
specifically for Asian boys; young
women; young people with disabilities;
an After Schools Club for 10 to 16
year olds and a Transitional youth
group for 8 to 14 year olds.

Prior to the existence of the URBAN
Youth Project Team there were no
facilities which specifically targeted
young people aged 10 to 25 in the
Forest Fields area. Consultations
with young people and local residents
highlighted a need for provision. A
grant meant that a youth room at the
Forest Fields Community Centre
could be redecorated, ensuring that
young people had a base.
Subsequently, the team were able
to set up a Generic youth club for 10
to 25 year olds. This is also where
sessions for Asian boys; Transitional

youth and young people with
disabilities is held.

Another area of work we have
successfully helped to develop is a
Young women'’s night. This takes
place on Tuesday at the Hyson Green
Youth Club. The session enables
young women to socialise with other
women in a female only environment.
An environment where they are
encouraged to develop a positive self
identity; increase their self confidence,

acquire new skills and obtain info on
iIssues that affect them.

Our work does not just involve centre-
based work we are currently involved
In a 6 week programme of outreach,
where we aim to cover every single
street in the URBAN area. Our aims
here are to make contact with young

people and complete a number of
surveys.
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This enables us to find out young
people’s views on a range of issues.
It also gives an insight into the
interests of young people, which we
can take into account when planning
programmes.
In addition to centre-based work and
outreach we aiso reguiarty take young
people away on residentials. There
is an element of fun involved in these
trips away, which may include
activities such as horse nding and
raft building. However, residentials
always have an aim and often
incorporate issues such as crime
prevention, empowerment, youth
participation and team butding
exercises.

To date, we have established a Youth
Forum in each of the youth clubs in
the area. These link into the URBAN
Area Forum. Youth Forums ensure
that young people are able to air their

{ views, have a voice and participate

in decision-making processes that
affect their lives. The first URBAN
Area Youth Forum took place in

Bed January and was attended by 25

young people.

Since the start of the URBAN Youth
Project we have recruited several
volunteers which include young
people. We have managed to create
opportunities for young people to
develop their personal and social
skills, through positive encouragement
and providing challenging, yet
attainable targets. As a result we have
witnessed great change and
improvement in the development of

some of the young people that we
have worked with.

Overall, it is our aim to support young
people through their transition to
adulthood, empower them and enable
them to achieve their full potential.

As a team we envisage the project
going from strength to strength and
aim to achieve our targets
successftully.
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Radford, Hyson Green,
New Basford & Forest Fields

life=at-the-heart.co.uk

The Partnership Council is responsible
for developing an Action Plan to deliver
a £5.4 million European URBAN
Initiative. This plan was put together by
residents, businesses, voluntary and
public sector organisations and local
Councillors in 1997.

One of the Action Points was to: “Plan
and implement positive marketing which
will reverse the poor image of the area”.

A Partnership Council sub-group has
been working on a marketing strategy
for the area which aims to achieve this
Action Point and change the areas
image - to give people inside and
outside the area good reason for taking
a new interest in its assets and potential.

The group commissioned a

marketing company to devise an
initial strategy. From this came a wide
range of ideas. Rather than go down a
more normal route of employing a
similar company to implement the
strategy the group decided to contract
a co-ordinator who will deliver the

strategy by bringing in different skills
needed to do the job.

This allows much more freedom for the
sub-group to maintain control over the
project. There will be loads of things to
look out for in the near future and this
is just the beginning of the project.

Firstly the Web page. If you are on-line

at home or can go along to the library
check out www.life-at-the-heart.co.uk
and see what on this page which is
promoting the area. Also keep an eye
out for buses in July.

Nottingham Development Enterprise
have assisted the project with the task
of employing the coordinator. Our
sincere thanks for their work.

continued over.
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Banner opportunity

There may be opportunities to buy
reasonable price banners which
promote the area in a variety of
different ways: image, community,
business, and food.

If you are interested in purchasing or
displaying these banners please

initially contact Joe Robinson on 970
8200.
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The Partnership Council is inviting
bids for a cultural diversity training
programme. The training will be
designed to enhance knowledge
and understanding about issues in
the Black and Asian and minority
Communities in Nottingham.

The target participants are local
professional media personnel. This
Is a pilot project and would initially
consist of 4 to 5 intensive one-day
courses. The programme would
need present up-to-date issues and
must be relevant to all levels of
media personnel.

If your project is interested in
tendering for this work please write
(please do not phone) for more
information enclosing an A4 sized
stamped addressed envelope (54p
postage) to:

The Partnership Council (ref.:
TRAIOQ7) 47 Gregory Blvd, Hyson
Green, Nottingham, NG7 5JA

Closing date for submission of
bids is 5.30pm 24 July 2000.
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