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Editorial

During the past quarter, a very unpleasant episode in the lives of several friends of the Lookout fraternity,

came to a conclusion. Not, perhaps the most satisfactory of conclusions but the perpetrator of the deception
is behind bars for the time being and hopefully, by the time she gets out, enough people will remember her
face from the photo below and reports in the national newspapers, not to be drawn in by her lies.

| Caring local women deceived by Joann Wood

Joann Wood, 53, using many aliases, conned lesbians she initially met on gay
website chatrooms by telling them that she was terminally ill with cancer and
needed money for treatment.

In June, however, she appeared at St Alban's Crown Court and was found
guilty of four charges of obtaining property by deception, two offences of fraud
by false representation and two offences of possessing a Class A drug. At her

court hearing it was revealed that in total Wood had conned her victims out of
almost £100,000.

Mr Chrimes, prosecuting, told the court: 'What the defendant has done here,
In the most dramatic and cynical fashion, is to take advantage of their good
nature by spinning yarns to victims, some of which were cruel, some of which |
were untrue.” He told the court that the lies included tales that she had cancer |
and a variety of tumours. |
Wood also claimed that she was a vet and even a police officer - in one case
telling a victim that she was an expert in the gold trade and investments.

The court also heard that one man had given £10,000, which she spent on
herself rather than investing as promised.

Wood, of Knightsfield, Welwyn Garden City, is thought to have conned victims across the UK with her claim that she was dying. Once she

- had gained their trust by declaring her love for them, she would ask for money for cancer treatment. On other occasions, she befriended

elderly people, some of whom themselves were terminally ill, and acted as their carer. From them she was able to steal medication which
she used to persuade other victims that she was being treated for cancer. Her eldest victim was in her mid-80's.

One woman, local to Nottingham, befriended Wood in 2005 and that friendship blossomed into a relationship. But when Wood told her that
she was suffering from cancer, she parted with her life savings of £28,000 over an 18 month period, and was later persuaded to take out four
credit cards and withdraw money on each of them.

Another local woman, who lost £10,000, said that she believed Wood had hidden the money away. 'She was never one to live the lavish
lifestyle, so where did the money go? | think she has hidden it away for when she comes out. | would have liked to have seen her get longer,
because this woman can't change and | think other people will fall victim to her when she comes out of prison." -

Also believing the lie that Wood had been suffering from cancer, another online dating site user lost £22,000, whilst yet another friend parted
with £3,000.

Wood's deceptions also extended to staying in hotels and leaving without paying bills, in one case, stealing a Landrover car from the property
owners.

The court heard that Wood had a string of previous offences dating as far back as 1976. In total she had twelve convictions, including one for
impersonating a police officer, but predominantly for fraud and theft.

LOOKOUT! Is sponsored by CAMPIONS SOLICITORS




Women only

DISCO

Friday 4th Sept
7:30 —12:00
(Bar til 11:00)

Dancing to DJ Cath

British Legion Hall
Derby Road
Melbourne
Just south of Derby

£2 entry

Email for directions

'WOMEN’S REGULAR EVENTS & SPECIALACTIVITIES

Fanny’s!
Women Only Night

Upstairs @ The Canalhouse Barr,

Canal Street,

Nottingham NG1 7EH
(Next to Via Fossa)

Sat 21st November 09
3pm - 1am
Disco starts at 9pm

£5 Entry

Although this venue is upstairs, there is a lift.
Tickets will only be available on the night.
Any queries please email:

fannys.nottingham@hoimail.co.uk

DJ Clare is also doing a Women's Nig
music from 8.30pm to 12.00pm. £ 5

Other goings on

Square Dancing

In the last issue you were invited to learn the
sexy Salsa — this time we have something quite
different on of fer
at

Mapperiey Community Centre,
Woodborough Road, Nottingham NG3 5GG

8 pm
commencing

21st September 2009
£3 weekly inc refreshments
Try a free taster session beforehand on

7th & 14th September
If you get really hooked there are scholarships

available to train as a caller
www. uksquaredancing.com for list of classes
www.iagsdc.org. details of scholarships

Nt in Belper on 3rd October. Dance and funky
on the door, Belper Town Football Cl’ub DE5S6

1BA - the first of what is to become a quarterly event.

It's all about reconnecting

A group of Nottingham women met up at an event in Yorkshire

and realised that, although they all lived in the same city, they

hadn’t seen each other for years because there wasn't a single
place that they all went to socialise.

(Comment from the Editor — maybe they don't all get
Lookout because there are social activities that various

organisers work very hard to promote for just this reason)
l Anyway, a special social event has been planned — it'll be held

in Nottingham on October 31st ( O joy, a reason NOT to be
there for trick or treaters!)
| The aim is to create a place to reconnect with old friends
and maybe make some new ones. A place to enjoy yourselves
that isn't a club but that's big enough to dance if you want
to or talk or do both. A place to have a drink and enjoy live
' entertainment,

If this idea appeals & the first event is a success then it
may become a regular thing — feedback would be great.
In the meantime check out the flyer on page 4 with all the

| contact details. Get pro-active!
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Love to Give, Time to €are?

With over 400 children in care, Nottingham City Council needs more foster carers and adopters of all ethnic
groups who can offer a safe and stable home, especially for children over the age of five and sibling groups.
Foster carers or adopters may be single, in a civil partnership, divorced, parents or childless, working or
unemployed and from any cultural or religious background. |

People interested in fostering or adoption can choose the age of child they want to look after and can offer to

provide short or long term foster care or to adopt a child or children and make them legally a member of the family
for life.

‘As a mainstream foster carer you would receive generous allowances for child expenses and a weekly skills fee

of up to £165. You may also be entitled to further benefits in family tax credits. A full training and support package
Is offered which includes:

A dedicated social worker for you and your family.
® Local carer support groups.
® 24 hours support, 365 days a year.

® Training packages to enhance your parenting skills.
£1000 bonus on completion of the relevant NVQ level 3 course.

Could you change the life a black or mixed race child?
6'" October, 10am - 6pm
New Art Exchange, 39-41 Gregory Boulevard, Nottingham, NG7 6BE

This event is aimed at anyone interested in fostering or adopting mixed race or African Caribbean
children, although anyone interested in fostering or adoption is welcomed.

National Adoption Week Drop-in Event
12" November, 10am — 5pm
The Nottingham Mechanics, 3 North Sherwood Street, Nottingham, NG1 4EZ

An opportunity for anyone interested in adoption or fostering to come and speak to the Recruitment
team.

For further information, or an informal chat and information pack phone 01159 915 1234, email
fa.info@nottinghamcity.gov.uk, or visit www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/love.
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Lesbians in Ashfield
Fr'iendship & Support

o ’,. o
"""

Would you like to meet other women who are
lesbian, bisexual or uncertain of their sexuality?
Come along to this informal group run by lesbians,
for a confidential chat, gain information/support,

make new friends and have fun. | sporty type person but I can't
Meet last Wednesday of each month help but notice that women'’s national football &

7.00pm—9.00pm
At Ashfield Women's Centre,

Diamond Avenue, Kirkby in Ashfield
In a safe, accessible, women only space

| cricket teams get the “drop the dead donkey”
| treatment in favour of men’s club level games —
even on the pc savvy bbc. However, I do believe
| that England (men) may have just shown the
Aussie’s a thing or two about how to play the
game. Our women won the ICC 'WORLD’
Twenty20. If you're interested in playing
women'’s cricket there may be opportunities in
Nottingham next year. Watch this space........

To find out more details phone Cheryl or Alison on |
01623 473010 (Mon -Fri 9.30am—1.30pm) |
Or leave your name & number confidentially on
07849 798802 & Alison or Cheryl will phone back










