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REMEMBER THE REVOLUTION IN PORTUGAL ? ? ?

A year ago over 100 people went to see
the film VIVA PORTUGAL in Nottingham.
In 1975 everyone seemed interested

in the struggles of Portuguese

workers and peasants. Even the
traditional groups of the revoluticnary
left got involved - in fact they took over the
SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN both locally and nationally.

But after the right-wing coup of 25 Nov 1975 they
. seem to have lost interest and discarded the
Portuguese workers' struggle onto what Trotsky
called 'the dustheap of history'.

BUT PORTUGAL IS STILL THERE - Portuguese workers and
peasants are still struggling to maintain the gains
they won during the months of revolution.

BUT PORTUGAL is no longer on the itinerary of the

' package-tour' revolutionaries - this year it's
Spain - next year, maybe somewhere else.

For the traditional revolutionary left PORTUGAL
was just another bandwagon for propagating their
own preconceived theories. They didn't believe
there was anything they could learn from the

%@ experiences of the Portuguese struggle, or from
the advanced consciousness of the Portuguese
working class.

vony left militants visited Portugal in 1975
. ning valuable experiences and insights.
But what has been done to analyse and pass on
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PORTUGAL - CHILE - BRITAIN The Rast London Portugal Solidarity

A 3-day Festival & Conference Group's pamphlet on WORKERS CONTROL
organised by Portugal and Chile - based on experiences of Portuguese
Solidarity Campaigns. workers themselves - is finally
Conway Hall, Red Lion Sq, Londor being produced.

18/19/20 FEB 1977. Charles Reeve's study of 25 Nov
————————— T ——————— THE PUTSCHIST CONCEPTION OF THE
TICKET FOR A TRACTOR CAMPAIGN SOCIAL REVOLUTION, so far available
A e only in Prench and Portuguese,

RAFFLE to buy a TRACTOR for the will be out in the New Year,

Agricultural Co-operative at Solidarity's book:s

BARCOUCO in Central Portugal. PORTUGAL - THE IMPOSSIBLE REVOLUTION ?
3 first prizes of 2 week holiday is promised for January - about £2.
for 2 in Portugal next year. Written by Phil Meyler, who's been

TICKETS 25P each or £1 for book of B "~ living in Portugal since before
| 25 APR 1974, this promises to be the

first account of the revolutionary
process as seen and experienced by
working people themselves.,

OUR COMMON STRUGGLE - Bulletin of the
AI S ' Portuguese Workers Co-ordinating Committee
: now comes out less regularly but in
special large issues. The first one,
LAND REFORM IN PORTUGAL, is out now
and available from Mushroom.

‘facism BiL)
never again!’
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COLLECTIVE CHILD CARE?

John's article on children in the last "If you don't" prompted a lot of questions
in my mind, and I'd like to elaborate on some of the points John raised, I must
admit to being a bit confused about the issue of child-care, but I think this

is partly due to the fact that a lot of discussions about children are generally
unclear and airy-fairy., Maybe some more articles like this one and John's will
throw some light on the subject., We hear a lot from some "left" groups about

the virtues of "collective child care', A babysitting rota has been started,

But what is collective child care? Is it the same as babysitting? I don't think

80,

Most of the child care activities proposed under the heading "collective child
~care" seem to be little more than babysitting, Their function is to relieve the
parents temporarily, Even self-organised playgroups, while having the addltional
benefits of enabling children to meet others of their age, do the same thing.
It's fairly easy to participate in this sort of activity, even if'you're a com-
paratively inexperienced adult, The child may be asleep, if its evening, or
easy to entertain for the short time involved., You don't have to know much |
about nappy-changing or getting a particular child to sleep. You don't have to
know the child as an individual,

I'm not trying to diminish the importance of this sort of self-help, It's really
important, if not absolutely essential, for par ents and childrens its flex1bllity
is its asset, But I don't think it's "collective child-care", |

To me "collective child-care" {aplies much more than this, It is a full sharing
of responsibility for the welfare and development of a child by a number of
people, It is a long term, elose relationship., I suppose a very basic form of
"collective child-care" is where both parents take equdl responsibility and have
equal involvement with a child - a surprisingly rare occurence, Gollective child
care would involve extending that arrangement to additional peopls,

Now that is really difficult to achieve, It is pretty hard to find a group of
adults and children who can be close enough for long enough to establlsh that sort

of relationship,

It has other faults too, One is that I’m not even sure if it's desirable for all
children at all ages, Babies have to be introduced very gradually to the world
and to sever their links witheir biological mother gently. It takes time for a
baby to be able to cope with and understand its own body, let alone the new and
frightening experiences of the world. A baby needs a very limited number of
people to relate to at first, and this number can be increased gradually as the
child gets older and can recognise and relate to other people., Children aren't
just objects to be passed from person to person for the sake of political ideas.
They have needs too -~ for security,. attachment and con31stency in relationshlps.

Another fault is that the call for "eollective chlld-care" often seems to be assoc-

iated with a devaluation of the role of parent or full-time childecarer, This is
clear when the argument behind it is that child care should be collectivised so
that that the chores and hardships are distributed and the unfortuate parents
(who usually try to disguise their identity by encouraging the child to use first
names rather than "mummy" and "daddy") can get on with more exciting "political"
- activities, But even when the argument is the different one that child care ,
is really fun, and it ought to be shared out, itsstill seems to be associated
with the idea that if you actually like caring for a child full-time, and want

to do it, you must be stagnating and should be pitied for being stuck with such
a boring unimaginative occupation, If you're a woman it's even worse, because
then you must be fulfillihg your "woman's role" right in line with your condit-
ioning « + « It seems to neglect the fact that child care can bs an enjoyable
stimlating and political activity in its own right, that people - even women
heaven forbid - might ghoose to 4o full-time, It's ironic that the women's move-
ment has been so concerned withigetting contrgception and abortion facilities
readily avallable, yet hasn't secmed to come to terms with the consequence




IT you don't . . .

of that which is that many more babies are now born which are really wanted by
their parents. I often have the uncomfortable, and I hope mistaken feeling, that
a lot of radical women fegard all women with babies as victims of their role, when
many of them have actually made a conscious and happy choice to be mothers,

Another peint I'4 like to make is that many peopls who call for "collective
child-care" scem to see it as a new, revolutionary idea, In fact forms of mutual
aid in child care have existed as long as humanity has. The tribal and extended
family systems have often embodied true collective child care. The rigours of
industrialisation and urbanisation led to extensive and complex babysitting
arrangements among the working classes. In my street most of the families do this
so that parents can go ~ut to work, or entertainment. The only reascn I don't
get more involved in it is that the families 4o things like hit their children,
and bribe them with lots of sweets, which I really don't want my child to get -
involved in. (Very middle-class?) So "collective child-care" is hardly a new
thing., It's not necessarily revolutionary either, 1t helps people to survive in
the present system, It is also common among the middle classes, The National
Childbirth Trust , for instance, has long encouraged mutual support and aid
between mothers of young children, Very commendable but hardly revolutionary.

So I'd like to ask people to think before they use the slogan "collective child-
care". If they msan babysitting and playgroups then why not say so instead of
giving it the revolutionary mystique fhich is actually discouraging to many people,

If they rzally mean collective child care then I think it's the sort of thing
which you can heope to achieve best by natural evolution from frisndships, rather

than being generalised and sloganised about, . It's not particularly likely to
evolve from a babysitting rota. Most of all, please don't look on child care as

boring and unstimulating, because it isn't.
Julie

-000= =000~ =000~

CAMPATIGN AGAINST A CRIMINAL TRESPASS LAW: WHAT NOW?, .

The "Criminal Law Bill" has already had its second reading in the House of Lords
and is well on its way to becoming law, The Bill is divided inte three parts:
the first dealing with Conspirsgcy, the second with Criminal Trespass and the
third with Criminal Procedure., This last part has been portrayed as a device
for increasing the fines for "football hooligans" but its major effect. will be to
remove the right to trial by jury for a number of offences. The conspiracy part
of the Bill limits the charge of conspiracy to criminal offences (plus public |
morals and decency). But, of course, this would exclude trespass, a civil
offence, This provides another reason for bringing trespass into the realm:-of
the criminal law, | | |

In introducing the Bill to Parliament the Home Office spokesman sald that the
Government was not committed to the "narrow" provision of protecting occupiers

who had their property squatted but were open to suggestions on how to widen the
scope of the Bill., This open invitation to the Tories to amend the Criminal
Trespass proposals has gone without comment in the labour movement which doesn't
look as if it's going to wake up until the police turn up in force to eject
occupiers in a factory sit-in. BEven then the occupation is likely to have been
an unofficial one (not union recognised) ani not worth making a fuss about. Don't
rock the boat, brothers! "Meantime life outside goes on all around you",

This Bill, in whatever form it comes, will affect many thousands of people in all
walks of life, CACTL is determined that it should be opposed, both inside and
outside the labour movement, both before and after it becomes law, There will

be a naticnally co-mrdinatei'day of action on February 19th including a mafch in;:
London, There will be local action before then,

Contact: 15 Scotholme Avenue,
Hyson Green,
Tel: 708302 Colin
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It was seven oclock in the mbrning and four of us were going by
car down the motorway to the CACTL conference in Reading, I was
looking forword to.going as I thought I might learn more about
squatting, When we arrived it was about eleven oclock., The first |
thing we did was to go and register, then we went into the main

hall where questions wcre being answered, we coud’nt hear very

well as we were at the back, That session ended and three of us

went to the sgatting workshop which was’nt as good as I thought

it would be, They didd’nt really discuss sqatting in general

but just what they had or were going through themselves, I thought

we were going to talk about what could be done to try and stop

this tresspass bill coming out as it will afect sqatting but

they didd*nt , After the sqatting workshop it was lunch time,

over lunch we diseumsed the sqatting workshop meeting and

decided it was'nt very good and that we would try different

workshops later . , o |

1 decided to go to the workshop on womens struggles, we talked

about the things that women have to fight against like sgatting,

Why is it that Battered women have to leave the home with children

and go lookxing for another home? I think the athorities should

help women in these cases more, If the tresspass bill becomes law

which it most probebley will, women like myself will be put into

prisons Why should we ? we are not the criminals, its the men who

beat us up that are criminal. '

We also talked about the things women in Ireland have to put up.

with every day. If they want to go to the shop or just, down the

road they are searched, They might go down the same road four or -

five times aday every day but still they are. searched,.The soldiers:

know who they are they don’t just search them iether they really

grope_them, If thé women say they don't want to be searched by the
men but by a women they are left waiting in the street for hours
at a time and no women comes so they have to be saerched by the
men afterall which is disgusting., Why should women have to put

up with these harrasments? Fighting for equell pay, nurseries

for children,if women on Social Security want clothes for chld
ren they have to fight for them then they might not get them,

I really enjoyed that workshop I wished I had gone to the morning
one aswell, >

By this time it was coffee break we all went into the coffee loung
and discussed the workshops we had been to which we thought were
alright, After coffee there were talks being given in the main hall
So we all went in to listen, I can’t remember all they said but we
had to go to our Regenal meetings, Kecith got up and said anyone
who wants to disscuss things better than this mornings sqatt
workshop can doso with myself and others in the lounge bar,
instead of going to there Regenal meeting, = 5 St ae £

I went to the Regenal meeting , there’'were ecight of us we |
talked-about what could we do to help stop the tresspass bill"

and would we get enough support, We thought of a few things 1like
giving leaflets out,marching with posters and things like that,
It was now tea timeso we went to a chip shop then came back and
had a drink.

There were films to see about things like the rent strike in
Liverpool,and one was about women occupying a factory.

After the films it was time to go and see the play it was being
done by a street theatre group. The play was very good indeed

it was about the cuts., ;

The social was next, that cost twentyfive pence the music was
being played by non stop Walter,We all had a good time well I

did dancing and drinking what more do you nced,

Round about twelve people were starting to go to bad wherever

they were, Our room was upstairs, thcre were quite afew of us in
there to.We all got nicely setteld down when this voice came over
the loudspeaker anyone wanting beds. please gct them now, then it
was another voice anyone going into London tonight if so could you
Please - pive a 1ift " g e e i e e

c >N -
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Then a voice comes saying this is the union manager and I

hope you all know the rules about drug smoking, at that
evcryono started to laugh finally we all got to. sleeps

The morning started with a cup of coffee, and after we held a
meeting among us from Nottingham, We¢ had to put down what we
talked about at the Regenal meeting the daybefor. Someone then
had to hand it over and the Motion was then voted on,

The Motion we put forward was. this, ,
This conference resolves that if the criminal TTOSP&SS;“PO“Lquo
become law CACTI will continue to confront it and. to explain
what it means’ to people,

Wherever such a law is used CACTL. commits 1tuolf to mobilize

to defend the Victimised groupu and prevent the use of this-law
by direct actions Carried nen CONg : _
Collin then got up and gave a good little speach on his ideas
wn“t could be done to help otoo this bill and why, .

Therc wire a few more words Said and then that was the end of
'the CACTL conference o Pcople started to make there way out of
the hall and arrange for lifts if anyone was going there way,
I made a very nice friend while I was at the confcrence her
name 1is May Stone, She lives in Liverpool on a Corporation housing
cstate, she was telling me some-of the housing estates are wikked
the group of people on her estate wanted to hold meeting among .
themseves and they were?nt allowed, -

I have her address and write to her I'm Loplna she will wkito
to me, . . ol

Well that was the end we all collectod our belongings and went
to the car we had arrived by,

It was a nice journey home the sun was just going down as we
were driving through Oxford,

1t was seven thirty when we got into Nottinghom,

I1f anyone is intcrested there is going to be a demonstration
about the cutsyinwhich people can help give leatlicts onty
iher is also two more thigs going on -onc is the bus cuts the
other is a CACTL leaflet to be given out, h

All this is happening on Saturday the 17 Decembery

S0 don’t fogct come along we nced alot of halpa ;.

*

Wendy

SOME KIND OE ANTIFASCIST and SOCIALIST MUSIC M. KING .., | ' L

The ant1fasc1st street show in November 1ooked like it could gave done
with some music - before, during or afterwards. A group of people have
sat together a couple of times, thumbed through some Song Books and tried
out some songs. We've used guitar, flute, mouth orman, mandolin and our

own voicesgd.

IF YOU'I E’INTERL&T@D IN JOINING IN then come to the next meeting or phone
79826 after 7.00.

Meeting at 37 Wiverton Rd., Forest Fields., Tuesday 7.30 21st Dec

BELOW ARE A COUPLE OF SONGS., The first is from 'The Good Times'Tendency’
song sheets. To the wuonme of a famous Bob Dylan Song:

pegNLY PHINK. - BNICE . @ %8 @0, F4d0HT

There ain't no use you scratching, wondering why, boss,
If you don't know by now. - | i
The ain't no use you scratching, wondering why, boss,
You ncver paid us anyhow, '
When the whistle blows at the break of duwn,
Drive to your factory and find it gone.
You're the only reasom we planed the bomb.

. Don't think twice, Atl'B oW TiRNU.



DON'T THINK TWICE- < " IT1'S OUR FIGHT continuedgy.

There ain't no use you calling up the cops, boss,
Like you always did before.
The ain't no use you calling in the cops, boss,
They can't touch us anynore.
then your plans went wrong, you would change the 1aw,
Bring in your !'justice! to punlsh thie .poor,
Now what déyou thin this Revolutions' for?
Don't hhink twice, it's our fight.

There ain't no use you sending uskto school, boss,
Just to brainwash us some morec,

There ain't no use you sending us to school, boss,
We're not your puppets anymore.

You used to stuff us into your sausage machine,
Make us passive robots by the time we're sixteen,
We'll educate you,.if you make yourself seenl R
Don't think  twice, it's our flght

Therc ain‘t no use you tylng us to thb sink, boss.
We've got better things to do.

There ain't no use,you tying us to the sink, boss,
That's. the. job in store. for. you.- | g
You refusad us abortion, contraceprion,equal pay,
Expected us to slave all night ling and all day,
But now you're done for and we'll have out waye
DOn't think tW1cb;’1t's our flght

There aln ‘L. no. use. you. trylng on your trlcks boss,-

You won! X catch us out again,

There ain't no use you trying =out your trlcks, boss,

You know that we know all of them, &

Now your capitalist Syotbm 1s falling to the grounu,
There's'no place for you in the 1life style that we've found,
That's the direction this Revolutiohas bound.

DON8T THINK: TWICE, IT'S OUR FIGHT.

POEM'S OF THE CRISIS YEARS»r 1929 = 1935.

This poem, written by 'Bert! Brecht was a powcrful weapon against fascism
and part of the flght for revolutionary change, It was about Germany.

Please,_doctor, 1've missed my monthlyees:

Why this is simply great
11 may put it bluntly
You'lre raising our birthrate,

Please, doctor, now we're homelessS...

But you'll have a bed somewhere
S0 best put your feet up, moan less
and force yourself to grin and bear. -

You'll make a 51mply slendld mummy 3

Producing cannon fodder from your tummy e B e s e
That's what your body's for, and you know 1t, what's more
And it's laid down by law RN

And rnow get this straight: |

You! 11 SO0 De - & mother, just wait.

But doctor, no job, no dweliing:
My man would find kids the last straw.

No, rather a new compelling
Objective to work for.

But, doctor,...

Really Frau Griebel
I ask myself what this means
You see, our state needs people



10 operate our machines

You'll makKe a simply qien&% t%ﬁmmy L CHORUS, 4.

But doetor, there's such enempleyment...

I don't follow what you say

You're all /out for enjoyment

Then grumble at having to pay

If we make a prohihition

You bet we've a purpose in mind, 7

Better recognise your condition ig o M

And once you've agreed to put yourselfs in our hands you'll find

You're simply a splendid little mumny CHORUS .. «

ANTIFASCIST STREET MEETING .

The second street meeting took place in Hyson Green around midday on
paturday 1ith December, A slightly revised version of the street play was
done and this followed by some speaking. Leaflets had been given out
to advertise the play etc and other leaflets eXplalnlng why RACISM IS

NO SOLUTION were given oute. |

This time - partly because the weather was better - an audience of pﬂssers-
by collected and some dialogue took place. On the Second run through the
police kept an eye on uB. |

The STREET SHOW group is resting for a whilée now, waiting for better
weather and rewritting, rethinking., However, one likely event is to
maybe do the street play in Mansfield as the Nstional Front are stqnﬂlng
a. ¢andidnte there in February and the Internatlonal Socialists are
standing against them.,

THE ANTI-FASCIST CONMITTLE is arranging a eeries 0f Educationals in the
New Year, They will be every three weeks (approx) and will start with
one on IMMIGRATION CONTROLS. : '

ihe rest include  * discussion of Gay WOrkers article on SeX1sm, haclsm

and Fascisn,
Import Controls

* Theory of Corporatism vs Strong State

* History of racisn, 1mpeL1allsm, immigration (introduced
by BiP.F.MN,) |

* (Crisis in Immigrant Community (possibly Race Today)

* Role of Family in different cultures

More details from Anti-fascist committee c/o 126 Derby Rd., Nottingham,

THE GAFFER'S STRIKE

An idea has arisen to show the film 'The Gaffer's Strike'. This is a
Big Flame film (BF are a 'revolutionary SOClullSt organlsatlon) and a
tour across the country is being organlsed | : -

"The general slogan is 'Less work for those with ' a jobj; more jobs for
those on the dole' and raises "35 hour week with no loss of pay" and 'A
rise for those on the dole and Social Security". This ‘is based on the:: -
politics of an equal right for money to live, whether working or not."

At the last 'If you don't hit it' meecting we briefly discussed jointly
arranging a showing of the film and a meeting and a letter has been sent
to further this idea, If it's to happen, and if S0 how, is not yet decided
and views, comments would be more than welcome, Contact IF YOU DON'T.

NEWSLETTER ABOUT PERSONAL POLITICS

This has recently been produced; it outlines some of the aims of a group
of people concerned with this issue and advertised several articles they
have available. Copies from 23 Mansfield Grove or 41 Cromwell St., Nottm
or phone 43081, S




_ BUS. PASSENGER ACTION GROUP. fﬁ c/o People's Centre, 33 Mansfleld Rd ; Notima.

FolloW1ng'rhe 1n1t1at1ve aof the Trunsgort and General Workers Unlon(5/92
branch) a small group of passengers have been collectlng s1gnatures in the

square for thelr petltlon.

Bus cuts have been proposed and these will effect both the Jjobs of all |
transport workers and the service to all passengers. Fure rises seem~to
be planned for the New Year sometlme too.

The Bus Passenger Actlon Group hopes to organlse an effectlve series of
actions over the next few months which will involve as many passengers |
and transport workers as possible. These will include
* .. Regular collecting of signatures against the cuts in the square
Taublicity through the-Radio & Past and other ways, & |
~ Try ond keep. passengers. informed of what's happening
"Get” financial details and policy detail about tranSport
Produce and sell some good snappy badges .-
__Arrange a a Public Meeting with T&GWU,  Fare Flght and BPAG,
'~ Go to various arcas and various routes and show how the-
xcuts would have their particular . effect there, s L
*  Interwiew bus drivers (female & male, black & whlte) .cleaners,
G eﬂnteen workers, maintainance workers, housewives, school kids,
. - waged workers, pensioners etc and work towards a. pamphlet about
 Public Transport, Could include something on Free Buses in. |
-Cuba, hlstory of transport workers struggles, .One Man Operatlon,
Local Policy over. Collar and Zone .ete, - | ‘
Perheps do some of our .own 1dvertlslng (2%)
ke in touch W1th the T&GWU and work with them.

-k % ® % ¥

11 dnyone 1.8 1nterested 1n thls then wrlte to us.

A o

| Keith,
MARX READING/STUDY. GROUP - .

This, 1like ‘the Socialist Dlscu851on Group,'ls in crigis. The next
- meeting will be on Monday 21st December at 58. Edward Rd., West

Brldgford Nottlngham. for more detﬂlls phone 813512

IF YOL DON'T HIT IT & s FUND-RnIbING SOCIAL

The Ru>s1qn backers for L¥F YOU DON T have W1thdrawn their support so
we necl‘money. Each issue costs.about £3 = £5 to get out. There's
going.to be a SOCIAL to raise money. Please come.

"TF YOU DON'TW SOCIAL

U T R 0 PN S e T vy

'f?riddy 7th January
e s A e 8 gt vl el 25pe

At !'THE BUILDING' Gregory Blvd., near .the Library.

%ickets available from various people
phome ' 2600337 -+ or'.., 708302 | .

e

—-!b--' ‘

‘We also necd people to help produce and 1str1bute IF YOU DON T v
PleaSe phone the same numbers with ofFers of help. o

GAY NEWS. LTBEL _
" Gay News is 1poarently been prosecuted for llbel over an artlcle

‘or poer. Not at all sure of the details. If anybody has any 1nform-. 
ation please plione IF YOU DON T, We may put the 'offendlng' artlcle

in the next isBue,

R <



— ELLIS GUILDFORD SCwog

I started Ellis Guildford secondary Comprehensive for girls and bays at
the beginning of the first school term.

When I went to school I noticed that in assembly the girls were made to
sit on chairs and the boys were made to sit on the floor. At first I
thought boys would only be sitting on the floor one week, then it would

be the girls turn. while the boys sat on the chairs.
But I senn realized how wrong I wacz when the girls were made to sit on

chairs every week but what made it worse is the way the teachers took
assembly kept reminding us (girls) how mueh valuble tlme the boys had
spent to let "you ladies! sit down.
I didn't agree with this arnd I complained to Nigel of the People's Centre. o
On hearing this he sent a letter to my school stating tha® if uhey dldn :
stop ‘this dlscrlmlnatlon the matter wpuld be taken to GOqu WILﬂln six -’
months. - |
" I am now happy to say that girls and boys sit together in assembly.

It was just after -this school incident that I started noticing the caveers
films which were only shown every Tuesday. These films weies supposed to
help us: choose a job, but the only jobs offered to girls ceemed to be
typing. One week I remember, the film was offering boys eugineering jobs,

- showing boys fixing car engines, etec. I and the othe» girls had to sit -
through this boring film which, by the way, never even mentioned girls s
getting a job as an engineer. Instead of showing girls doing ear engines, .
the only jobs offered in the form of engineering to girls was sitting down

~on a bench along with lots of other girls and soldering TV boards (making
sure they wevre safe)-and stieking them under a magnlfylng,)heet The narr=-
ator said that this was '"a very good job'§ you could even at iun h,tlme

-¢ateh up on the loeal gossip.
On the whole all the jobs shown in oareers have had notshin: to do with girlg. -

- only boys. I have naver seen anything like girls doing engwneerlng or some-
thing like thats 8ven tailoring was made out.not to be a job for girls;
girls ''tailoring'" was to sit ind a mass produstive faetory at sewing machines.
"Girls ean get jobs as secretarys' has been repeated lots of times on the
eareer films, even when we had a film.om college. All the boys got to cllege .
on motorbikes, whide-the nice, quiet, good for nothing litile g rls all
came on the scene quietly riding their highly polished bikes. That in
itself was diserimination. And then after the careers lesson, the boys were
asked to take a girls chair, as well as their own, back to the hall.
Me and this other girl, after discussing it with other girls (and boys),
decided to go to Radio Nottingham®about this. We both went on the radio
and told of our sex discriminating school; again a letter was sent.
As far as I know there is no reply to the letter yet and the films are just _ -
as sex discriminatory as beiore:

BY _ EIATNE LER
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- MURRRYS \\QE_ 2 STRA BGGLING -

WED FORTUNATE NE»JS IS THAT THE MUR RAYS A {E NCT TO HANG)

The Supreme Court in Dublin has decided that Marie and Noel Muriay who were
sentenced to be hanged far the murder of an off-duty policeman, are to be
reprieved. - ;

In the last issue of "If you Don t..e'" we told how they had been accused of

a &£/00o robbery of the Allied Irish Bank in Dublin and the murder of a gardeyf
after the robbery. They were accused with Ronan Stenson. Thoy were interrogated,
tortured, beaten up, kept.in isolatio.n, allowed little mail, visits and news
from out51de yespecially concerning the campaigns in Ireland and Europe to free
them. Ronan was so badly beaten he could not appear in couri. The eourt was a
Bpecial Criminal Court, there being no jury, just 3 judges; it restrieted the
Murrays evidence, would not allow the press in, etc. The -usual.fascist tactics
were applied by the Irish government to stop even the reactionary press rep-
orting the cas The Supreme court has given Noel life imprisoniient and asked the
Spe01a1 Crlmlnal Coutt to retry Marie. (continued on page ? - the back)
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CRISIS IN-THE HOSTERY INDUSTRY.

The Political Economy of Nottingham Group held a meeting on the Hosiery
Indiastry. Ross:Longhurst of the Nottingham Communist Group (10 Villa Rd.,
Nottm) gave a talk on..the policies of the various sections of the Hosiery
and Knitwear Employers and the facts behind the Import Controls controversy.
There hasn't been time to write a full report of the meeting. A report will
appear in the next issue along with some information from a previous
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meeting on the CUTS,

The next PEN meotiﬁgkisi;lMonday 10tH‘January and it will be on the
Structure Plan, ‘Starts at 7.30 at 3 Dunlop Aye., Lenton, Nottlngh
e 5 » phone 7038871

REDUNDANCIES IN THE ARCHITECTS DEPT.
ThlS ﬂrtlcle is: taken from a letter fronm a‘mémbér of ‘Naih:L.Gile

The County Coun01l have threateded to make 7 architects redundant from
County H&Il, 'Negotiations' are continuing between NALGO ahd Local ®ovt
over how- the cuts can be accommodated, Action is planned and the level
m111tancy of NALGO members seems to have increased  but very 11ttle
ooncrete has been worked oute s e

The last NALGO Executlve meeting agrecd to an oertlme ban in the ArChltGCtS
ﬂDept and. ‘also.for a stronger last clause in the national motion against

cuts, in Public .Expenditure, This"is to be debated at a 8pec1a1 conference

in January. s b Ll e e

AN ALTbRNATIVE MAY PANZ

Would 1t be p0851ble £0: organlse some kind of fuller celebration of .
ay Day this year (19772). If you're interested contact IF YOU DON! T,

MORE ON MARX READING GROUP.

Following the discussion mentioned elséwhere it was decided to have a
meeting on Monday 17th January to discuss the first two of the four parts
of Civil War in France by Mdrx. Other=w reading relevent to this 1s

The Paris Commune - Solidarity pamphlet no 35
Mass Worker and Social Capital- - Guido. Bﬂldl Eiban
State and Revolution - Lenin :~ “all borrowable from phone 79826

Meeting at 7 30 at 58 Edward Ru., West Bridgeford,

INTRODUCTION AND COMIENTS ON THE REVIEU OF ZEROWRK.

Recent IF YOU DO?!?'S have included 2 series of reviews and articles
concerned with work . This issue includes a critical review of ZEROWORK (ii)
by John Kelly, who is a member of the Revolutionary Communist Group (for more
details phone 624344), IF YO? DO§ T may" organise a Public Meeting on 'WORK AND
UNEMPLOYMENT!' early in 1977 o & fuller article will be written for that,
The subject is very relevent with mounting unemployment, incraased housework
and schoolwork a fanning of the work ethi¢ etc all being on the cards,:

These notes are not -meant to be a defense of ZEROWRK but a rqtner inadequate

ctiticism of some of the politics behind the raview,"

. Tho ZW collective do not 'frequently CRILICIBE yus the Lefths most of .the -
space is usefully concerned with considering the content and direction and

limits of working class struggle. &
* Neither is it true to say that the collective don' t try to explain how
capitalism has changed. Thet da try. Changed in the role of machlnery & the
state & plabnning are all looked wt 2

NOTES. 1. Work - or a part of my life; Work and the role of the revolutionary;
Notes on Work; Review of Zerowork ctc.

2. ZEROWORK available from Mushroom.
3. Report elsewhere in IF YOU DON L 0% p0651ble showlng of film GAFFER S STRIKE

in congunctlon W1th BIG FLAME
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JGY bnd cempesltion and theories ef grisis ... found 1n369ming%ed with meticule
ous historical detail & empirical studies ...' and find the evidence for
'refusal of work' uncomvincing without at least examining what has been happen

-ing as a whole in the period of struggle since the 2nd World War.,

For example, the historical analysis of the changing situations and struggles
of black workers in USA ties together 'history'!, 'class composition' and the

'refusal of work' into one movement of real living people fighting for their

needs against capitals demands, - T e

Oh{ the INEVITABILITY of it alil}
M

Several times John argues that the collapse of capitalism isn't dependent on

workers! struggles, perhaps because the rate of profit m@st inevitably decline or
because capital is an active social force while the working class is only potente
ially active, that the '60s welfare struggles were merely a response to inflation,

_etc,

L don't see it that way; capital is aétually 'shitescared! of class struggle and
must Hyy to make use of, control, direct and integrate it into its own future,
This isn't to say that there's a penthouse suite somewhere full of nervous bankers
ulcerated businessmen and manic politicians, trembling as they plot. But when
masses. of people express their needs fully and directly then' this does tkamaten
the stable system of exploitation. All the various kinds of capital 3eg machines)
are only yesterdays labour (I think) and get their value from labour power. For 1
capitalism to eontinue, capital needs to control the working class; it wants-
workers to be prepared in every way to prsaﬁzs*ghe-right_goods and services at the
right time and for the right cost, Of eourse, there are massive problems with
different factions of capital tripping each other up all over the place, but the
consciousness and activity of the world working class is, for éapital, the biggest
headache of alil, -

OUR STRUGGLE FOR OUR NEEDS - whatever they are, whether they are sexual, for the
kind of shelter and housing we want, for an income as seperate from work as possa
ible - translates itself in a complicated way into a matePial or econonmic fight
~against profit, | | |

The consciousness, organisationy power, friendship and love we make in this
struggle is the beginnings of communism, And its from these beginnings that a
revolution will grow. - | |

John's view (& his interpreation of Lenin) sees it differently; a 'revolutionary
party acting OUTSIDE the class' is the vital point. While the working class
struggle is 'largely structured OYR capitnl L.. Y the "exploitation integral-to.
capitalism" has to be REVEALED seee. Dresumably by a party of outside pissed-of
intellectuals, A sharp Split is claimed to exist between the closs struggle and
the activity of revolutionaries, | i ~

A. different view .- nearer to the one I hold - is that revolutionary consciousness
and organisation begins within the struggle. For thks to develop there have to be
changes in the internal organisation (the political recomposition) of the working
class, Divisions between skilled and unskilled, black and white, women and men

élc along with tendencies for specialisationa nd heéerachy need to be dealt with,
That's partly why it's necessary to regognise the importance of the autonomous
movements of women, gays, black people, low paid workers and others, tosee their
demands made on the class (& the Left, too). Revolutionaries ean play a part here?

The recomposition of the working elass has, and will, throw up new demands and aims
relevent to modern times., Among them is the struggle for an income seperate from
work, Not only afe new aims thrown up but 'class vanguards® (actual groups of
people) practically fight for these aims, I think the actions of West indian -~
youth - refusing shit work and low pay (as reported in Race Today) have far more
revolutionary implications than the campaign for the Right to Work and the kind

of people who  support it, | oA ‘ kA<

I just want to end with Some immediate practical points. Because its not true that
working class struggle is inevitably limited to trade union consciousmess or rigid
reformism then I believe its important to be active politically within mass
Strugglesy to learn within them and take initiatives. For example, this means

* The Bus Cuts campaign is important especially if it invadlves large numbers of
passengers and transport workers - Simiiariy. extending the work of the
Nottm Economy Group on Hosiery to interviewing and taking action with militants

could be useful * IF YOU DON'T could play a morc useful role here, KEITH
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' REVIE': Zerowork I New York,I975

I could discuss the contents of this book at great lengtk and in
ipmense detail because there are many important issues raised by its
contributors.Qustions of slass strategy and composition and theories of
Crisis are to be found intermingled with meticulous historical and
empirical studies of recent US working class history.It would for
eXample be very interesting to debate the significance,and origins,of
the Lordstown dispute,mentioned by Peter Taylor in his chapter on the
aut® sector.But rather than take an approach of this sort,1 want to focus
on a number of themes running through the book concéerning methodology
and theofy,which have serious implications for revolutionaries, .

Although there is no doubt a variety of political differences
between the contributors to this book,I think they do hold certain
assumptions in common,about theory and method,and it is these which I
popose to discuss,Although the empiricel material in the various articles
1s of some value,my own view is that the method of analysis on which the
work is based,the theories to which it gives rise,and the political
conclusions which emerge,are almost wholly incorrect. '

Let me begin withnthe method of analysis:in contrast to Marx,who
treated the movements and development of sapital as the independent
variable in his analyses,the contributors to Zerowork begin from the
opposite pole of capitalist society,that is,from the working class and
1ts struggles against capital.The rationale for this method is described

.quite’'clearly inthe Introduction: o |
| | "Capital is a class relation,and as such'it

admits only two ways of approagh:either the

capitalist viewpoint or the viewpoint of the

working class."(p.2) | ,
It is not entirely clear what these terms mean but a reading of the
remainder of the book soon clears up any confusion.The Left is frequently
criticised because it | g - ' |

| "eeoesees the crisis from the point of view of

economists,that is ,from the viewpoint of
Capital......It cannot grasp either in theory
or practice that the working class struggle
against work is the source of the crisis..(p.5)
What this means is that the Left treats capital as an active social force
= whilst it treats the working class as a potential social force whose
- activity is largely structured or determined by capital itself.The fallacy
in the crditiciem 1= that it falsely:‘equates a 'capitalist wiewpoint!'
- with a bourgeois viewpoint.It is one thing to express capitals political
interests vis-a-vis the working class,but quite another to understand
- the actual development of capitalism itself.Marxists hawve attempted
(following Marx)to do the latter,a task which involves a study of what
Zzerowork might call'economics',But this fact in itself does not indicate
the adoption of a capitalist viewpoint,in the political sense and the
abandonment af a working class viewpoint.le have to ask what is mean't
by these terms.The contributors to Zerowork have 2 literal unders¥anding
0f the terms:they write about working class struggles,about the organ-
-isations of theé working class and about capitals' response.Marx himself
had an entirely different conception of a 'working class viewpoint!,a
conception based not on empirical documentation =nd glorifica¥ion of
class struggles,but rather-on the most complete undersbanding of the
dynamics of capital,and hence of capitalist society.For his argument ran
. that oncécthe exploitation integral to capitalism had been revealed,then
, the basis had beenlaid for ‘the 'development of revolutionary class
- consciousness,A standpoint was déscribed then as working class according
to whether it expressed the revolutionary political intersst of the
~ Class,and not,as Zerowork would have us believe,according to whether
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the class was treated as a relatively active or passive social force.In
fact as we shall see this latter criterion,although thoroughly
misledding,does connect easily with Zeroworks own theory of the crisis,
a theory vhich actually expresses the political. interests of the
bourgeoisie. ;

Mse o .
'IM~..‘ J )

T

Leaving aside for. the moment the persistent references to such
notions as 'the refusal to work',or!'the separation of income from work!'
(of which more later),Zeroworks' own theory of the crisis can be
expressed quite clearly and simply.The second quotation,gbove, r«fers to- ...
the struggle against work as the 'source of the crisis',and later on 5,
Montano quotes approvingly from the Wall st.Journal to the effect that,

", ...wage push is an undeniable fact.,"(p.4I)

The location of working class activity as the main focus of its work
thus expresses both a methodological point;as well a2s a theoretical one,
The activity of the class is seen as the fundamental cause of the current
crisis,for by pushing up wage rates and earnings without correspondingly
increasing productivity,workers have eaten into profits and drives up .. .
1abour costs.Indeed Linebaugh and Ramirez go so far as to say that the
cridis, d

Mo Lsdisiia erdeis bf capltal,and this a8 but

an expression of a strategic leap in workers'

f‘?truggleS-"(Po@-&)‘ ol v . s i .
This theory is in fact the 'overconsumptionist 'theory of crigdis in
new garb,according to which profits are squeezed by-highér wages until
a po9nt is reached where capifalists cease to invest and a crigis ‘
begins.There is however comparatively little convincing evidence 1in the
book to support the argument.Carpignano notes that the rate of wage
increases,which usually falls during a recession ,continued ta risc
throushout the 1969 reces don, ut his fil Y65 @ <€ ng ~ilisv-nee 1or
the effects of infl-tion »nn sioney rvage inerecses.Ho . they.cone £9 he
rdsht then hAove oe o st o Ak e ) e Qaacy.’agkwincrc“_c‘.rcnl 1ivins |
t. nd rde rorc uch less(iy .t ~1I1Ybcenur: o Rhe o1 ing Nodlue ol ONEY .
inforturnntely howvever the suthors ‘do righ Late the ez Of ~cholsrshiy
very ceristisly ond defécts ia thelr sy-une tosrheh ra th  ~bove ,SBAd 10
be ‘Flaseed over Thelr rrescatation of matericl reflectse,to 2 larfe defree,

theoretic-1 rnreoccuration wit. viorking ¢los- ~trug le vhich is not

2l ay~ 118indinoting, | | %!

1>.4de cribing hiﬁ_theory;nf crisig 2f 'ovcrconmu.mtisnint,l'
reierred to ite! e gﬁrb’ythft‘isstﬁ the notions of = 'refuscd. to work!
>f the anity of “a’ed "nd unesged sections o1 the ¢l sg,~nd of the
~encrctdon of inc¢ome fro vork ,These idecs are intended s both
évnlanationd end descriptions of the nhenonens of rising vrzes,falling
productivity,strug lrs - geinst rent increnses, for hi hér elirre
cayi:ents etc.These strug les,uec are told,

W eCONnnect e welfere,reanpropriction,and
armed -trugsle vith the factory.'p.l5)

Fe: of these icdcas receive -ny criticzl eranination,end s0 it is merhepc
worth nrking - foo brief roints about then.Firstly,the cvidence for
» refusal to work,if this thrace be taken literally,i- h rdly coniintin:,
pAlthourh b enteeism retcs clinbed to crouynd 10 in certein «ecctors o
mrnufrcturing industry,the f:ct remeins tnat 9%, of the vorkforce reported
f6F vorc erth day “ml did thelr ror:,0lbelt relugtantly, goin vith 1lsbour
productivity,it is true that this.rtognotes or cven fell in certein
industrics,but these ¢re by 0 reans ch-roctcristic of inqustiry s a
vholeJ,Outrut per weon hour in U5 monufacturing industry ctuslly rose
at » feoeter rate in the »Briod of 'rcfucals to +0:%*(I966-1974) than
rreviously, s the folloing fijurer snove ~

o 1 O] * . LS e .. B
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Qutput per man hour:av

erage annual %age increase in US mnufacturing

industry L e | .
1950-66 196670 1970=74 1966-74
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Although it is true productivity roe more slowly in I966-70 than in
elther the preceding or following periods,it was still rising and it

rose even faster after 1970.If we take US industry as a whole then we obtain
obtain a very different picture to that portrayed in Zerowork,since

the latter is based on only three industries,namely cars,coalmining and
the postal service.,Interestingly enough one factor which these industries
have in common,and which distinguishes them from many other US industries,
is that they are all heavily unionised.Stich is the hostility of Zerowork
to unions however that this frsct has gone unnoticed.lt is undoubtedly

the case that the unions in these particular industries have a rather p
poor(or at least an inconsistent )record of defending their members in
interests,but it is preésumably this weakness which has contributed to

the strength of shop floor organisation.Once &pgain this contradictory
aspect of unions is barely mentioned., e |

The idea of a 'separation of income from work' stands up no better
to critical analysis,than the 'refusal to work',Although workers did
push for large wage demands in the late '60s/early 70s,at the same time
as there was growing agitation over the question of welfare benefits
this activity might be seen more plausibly as an inevitable working
~ class response to growing inflation and falling living standards.This
is precisely what one would expect under such conditions,and the

phenomenon is hardly a novel feature of the I960s,as the following
comment by Marx makes clear: | |

", .eesCrises are precisely always preceded by a

period in which wages rise generally....lLt seems

then that capitalist production comprises

certain conditions which.....permit the working

class to enjoy that relative prosperity only

momentarily,and at that alwayg,as the

harbinger of a coming crisis.

The struggle for welfare rights certainly marks a significant develop-
-ment in the post war period,but to argue as does Carpignano,thay black
rioting and looting,demands for higher welfare payments and demands for
higher wages,unite waged and unwapged,is stretching a point.In what way
are they united - politically,ideologically,organisationally?Accordlng
to Carpignano their unity is based on the faclt that 3The enemy apd the
 objective are the same,but I would like to know how far this unity was
actually perceived by the participants in the struggle pefo?e
proclaiming the transcendence of the waged/unwaged gdigiinesion

Although Zerowork suppoedly promotes a working class View of phe
crisis (as opposed to a capitalist view),the content,in both.cases,ls.
precisely the same:high wages cause falling profits and £adding .. ¢
prodmctivity.The_only dif ference between'Zerowork and the pourge0151§,
in this respect,is that whereas the bourgeoisie condemns hlgh'wagg ris
rises,Zerawork heartily and readily approves of them because it lecerns
in them some hidden padiitical significance.Thls sorp of exPlana§1Qn of
the crisis is popular with the bourgeoisie because it 1s superflc}al
and because it lays responsibility for it at the door of the working
class.The capitalist mode of production is thus exonerated by default

% National Commission on Productivity and Work Quality Fourth Annual

Report March 1975,Table IT,p.53 .
**From Marx,K Capital,Vol.2,quoted in Freedman,R Marx on KEconomlicCs .

BN M ASRTO

Penguin,I961,p.174.
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and ‘the problems confronting usare seen as the consequences of .-
working class'geeed! etc.The significance of Marxs' analysis of
capitalism is thus lost entirely,for Marx sought to demonstrtae that
regardless of working class action,the capitclist system was necessarily
prone to crises.,Although workers' actions might .determine the taming,
intensity or duration of crisesgthe fact that crises break out at all
was seen as.an inevitable outcome of the contradictions of capitalist
accumulation, | . g

I wom't pursue in detail some of the more novel i eas in this book

but will just mention one example.Montano announces on the first page
- 0of his article that capitalism is now pursuing a strategy of'long term
crisis',whidst the Introduction to the book refers to XK¥'planned

crisis! as the long term strategy of the capialist state.l had always

assumed that capital bk its very nature was unable to plan in any

meaningful sense,and yet now apparently its nature has changed.The

authors unfortuanately do not explain the ways in which capitalism has

changed to make this possible.Nevertheless theit theory of planned =

crisis is at least consistent with their overall theéory of crisis:the

working class through its struggles hes forced capital on the defensive ‘
and planned crisis is the capitalist response.It seems to me that this
view of crisis does credit the capitalist state with an inordinate
degredé of control over the economy,which I'm not sure it actually
possesses,and does also come very close to a conspiracy theory of
Craslie. i |

The final point I wanted to discuss was the political perspectives

of Zerowork.The 'Introduction' is uncompromisingly hostile tio the 'Left!
and indeed to socialism,since both entail,or call €£or,a society which
is either utopian or tosalitarien.And it continues, |

"The practical.and theoretimcal challenge is to .

build a society where the creation of wealth

does not contradict the autonomy of the working

class.and its refusal to work.'"(p.6)
Although the questions of the 'dictatorship of the proletariat'! and
‘the seizure of power'! are seen as questions which miaist at some stage be
answered,one coan see the way in which they are likely to be answered
by examining the cantents of Zerowork.The so-called refusal to work
is seen as a vital element in the consciousness of the class,and 1s
considered to be inimical to the continued development of capitalism,
And indeced if it persisted it would be,but the contributors have failed
to recognise. that such militant economistic demands can take either a :
reformist or a revoliitionary form.Workers may put in larger wage claims
year after year and continually damage capital 1n the process,but
unless they aretequapped'with a revolutionary awareness of their actioms
they are vulnerable to the classic capitalis t arguments over wages:that
if wages rise,firms will close,unemp oyment will rise,and welfare will
have to be cut.Unless workers can respond ideologically to these
argumenys,and unle: s they can see that capitalism is the cause of our
problems and not workers wage demands,then they are vulnerable to
bourgeois propaganda.Gut 'refusals to work' are unlikel¥y to persist
in the face of continued ideological onslaught as the world decline in
working class militancy testifies all too clearly.Basing ones polities on
on such militancy is no new phenomenon however,and 1t comprised the
essence of the theoretical tendency characterised,and castigated, by
Lenin as EconomiSmgThe essence of Lenin's critique is that althougp the
spontaneous activity of the class may damage capitalism,it cannot 1n
itself 'generate'revolutionary class consciousness.,This must be ;
developed by the ectivities of the revolutionary party.There is nothing
in Zerowork which seems to invalidate this judgement,gnd;a}though the book
book draws attention to a number of phenommmea whosc significancc I'm not

gurc I fully understand,I don't belleve its cgntribupqgs underestand
them either, - | Rt g
*Lenin,V.I, What is to be done? Moscow,Progress,1973




continued from page 10)

Although we are greatly relieved that Marie and Noel are 16t to hang, we still
demand that they be freed and 'that the trumped up charges be dropped. I wouldn't 11
like to suggest what to do: with. 'those that have tortured them, beaten then,

given the orders for this and made the judgments. | s

There have been campaigns all over Europe. Here in Nottingham we have held one
meeting and pickited the Allied Irish Bank near Midland Station. We intehd to
continue this campaign. If you are interested or keen to help ring M&nuel’éOOBB?.
If you want you could also contact Save the Murrays, Rising Free, 142i;Drummond St
London, weci. It could happen to any of us- lets fight back. il ::ﬁ
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—K\DS CARE. - NOV " DUTY -

I was going tO write something.quite lengthy about kids, parents and other adults
but I've been very busy recéntly, you know the $ort of thing- personal and social
politics, cleaning, talking, sleeping, shopping, etc. AND CGRTBG LIVING AND CARING
FOR CHILDREN! - dare I say it. So, I've decided to write something short: and bitter
That's how I feel recently. S it e | gt |
: I've got my own kids, one living with me, Abbi who is nearly 6 and Marcel 8 and
" Joy 16, who live in Leeds. I used to have as a hope for the future that every

_child, as every adult is the responsibility of everyone. All that was required

v \

was the losing of that possessiveness of biological parentage, and so the
disappearance of the nuclear family or any other type of family/tribe which
exists to facilitate the,explpitqbion,pf&people, and so the disappearance
(sorry) the smashing €k of ithe very economic structure. This “has not been
stated such that it will occur in that order. It will happen in disorder,

each effecting the other, depending on particular situations of struggle.

- . At the same time as believing this, I saw little chance of this together respon-

sibility in my life-style. I8d seen, heard and read alot about kids and communes
-+ and it, always seemed to boil down to usually one of the biological parents,
usually the mother, taking mdiéﬂcare than the others, male or female. -
‘So, 'my kids were my kids, ‘that's how it was. If ariybody wished to be.with them
- and vice-versa, that was fine, but I had no great idealistic and often moralistic
.~ pressure on me to .be collective with my kid, because it's.revolutionary. .
NCOAnd T didi's -feel guiltyidbout it- I enjoyed it. . KA | e
What alot of politicos And there's so many without kids- don't:.seem- to realize
is that it's wonderful seeing someone you love grow, open their eyes, walk, talk,
‘annoy you, shit ‘on you, etc. I8ve learnt more about mgself and life through my
own kids; I'm not a very good human, but my kids.have given me so much, that I'm
sure I8m better .than I used to be.<The only real regret that I have is.that as a
man I 'can't have kids myself, but nevertheless to share the experience'iswlike
nothing ‘you will ever experience in your life. | | | : |
. Living with friends has helped me alot, so I've been able to go..to bed out to
see friends, meetimgs, dances, pubs, walks, drinks, etc. They were staying in,
" 'I'd get them to bed or ready for bed, so it was relatively easy-compared with
SO many people especially women living isolated lives with their kids, and also
my friends had some emotional commitment to them. i T DU e e
 But recently, I've become more aware, especially through relating with a woman
. who has 2 young kids, that so many politicos, esp. women have got no fucking
" “idea about what kids are about. People who are not so 'politicalt . .gare more for
her kids and mine without proclaiming any revolutionary crap aboutfbabysifting.
" They'see' the need for women with kids to be babysat for to go' to meetings(and
oops, they nearly forgot) or to a friends, pub, film, etc. They don't even seem
to get that together. Perhaps us with kids don't want that. Maybe the kids do't.
Kids feel things, they are human; they always prefer somebody théy_gndwfand are clo
se to, somebody who comes to see them as well as the adults. Stop thinking about
trying to fit us into your Red Diary, where you are'free', and start thinking about
what you are missing not having a real relationship with kids. As I said short
and bitter. g ei e Ny Tolagial s

THE NEXT “IF YOU DON'T..." MEETING TO TALK ABOUT THIS ISSUE AND THE NEXT WILL
BE ON TUESDAY,13th. JANUARY AT 7,30p.m. AT 10, MILNER RD., CARE OF KIDS?-ring 600337
. BENEFIT/BOP FOR "IF YOU DON'T" IS ON FRIDAY 7TH JANUARY, Sp.m. AT THE BUILDING,
(7 GREGORY BOULEVARD, 25p.INTERESTED? RING Keith 79620. i o
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- 18.c0 < ¢ THE BULLDING:

NB IF ANY OF YDUJARE WOND‘{]}NG”WI-HXT"IK)O ]IINFORW’W b SOLSTI[CE
PRESENT, I WOULD L SOME DMEC‘A’!]]NG‘ PAP B %TETNEJR ][NK AMD STENC CILS— IF °

THE

SUCH WONDERFUL THINGS hewe beemgp:mg am at the ILDT] ﬂfxatl[hardfym
where to beg:tn. Far the Ibaen:e it of those few of 3;'0« who hewe not beem dowm
there necentlly, ]["]11 dom the mew ssmgen&eiﬂnxe ko alorgas. ﬁ%.ter::: ATD(+)

,tﬁe )(Palﬂl&mdm:ﬂns FALSE CEILING which: retains all ot new hHeateeeee@lSTeces
‘we have Beem givem & mew cooker By Jamet & Gordom (ta. muchlly) amd, tow, the
K-K=-K-KITCHEI Y¥as. beem given @ mew coatt of P-F—E—PAIMI, AND MOST subitley amd
aatﬂydmme too. by, Phidl amd! Myma:@mﬁ:][.esAMdMietc. Mso Jahn the glazier ami!
ambessador from space has beem putting in windowse Diame, Martyn, & Mike are
getting on magmificently with the emergency LIGHTONG systems...Alex - comimies
 to provide ws witlh hiis diisco hghts...,.@nlent Phill hes dome meny things:
_drmeluding bringing dowm scrayp, wery useful #o help flnances.....,Mmche]l]e
and fireinds fiom Southell ol alright Scuthwell are likely to he the care of
@ mew Hid to establish a - regular Saturday Bazaar at the BUILDING , starting
am the 8th of Jame1977. More info at 608337, John or Mannye Whvaﬁlle awayy
those whinter mites im dolle-full despondency? B crafty amd make a bit on: the -+
side saoopsido you think they ewver readl | this?Well, after all, ewem the S.S. -
lett yow earm £k a week before they start to cui: your money, dowm, youw knaw. |

What else . Botth toilets now worke We are mow getting expertt help frorm POl e oo e
Taw amd Ras; hawe Ioaned the DIN o pile of recards amd a lowerlee stemdard
lampe We get the EINS em;gtiedi regularlye.the A3 duplicator(prints twice ass
big as: this page) is nearly ready for use flor posters, etc. The black guys
Jotir, Kermy, Lesley amd freinds, eontinue to wark om their d:Lsco stuff every

1%unda Mends?%ﬂ'tat Tooks &etten‘.Ann T mearly at the Bottom of the stencil yet®?
6 you're no
As usual there are gobs that ne-d 601ng- palntlng ‘and therefor

“paint, glazilers (we have sone glass), a bit of Pluﬁblﬂg“ ﬂOt mudi

ond the electrics being the most 1mportant
" On the financial aspects which you might 1like to know— we now
have to pay £5 a weeck rent to the Corporation and the rates

are being negotiated. They wanted to charge us alot, but we've
‘knocked it down- substantially because we are a registered char ty
 gnd we are still, mainly throéugh Diane, trying to get them

to assess us more realistically. We also get donations when

we “are lucky, jumbles, scrap from it, and the new alternative 1ln-
 door market to be held, as John said above, every Saturday

from 2p.m. starting on the 8th January. This will inelude
”.whole food, leather goods i.e. belkts, Turkish rings; wood work,

_candles, clothes, books sbout’ or-related to -the womens movement,

.- the gay movemcnt, kids books, -ete. Come. and sell, buy talk etc.

o
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