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WOMEN''S
MEETINGS

815,
FLAME

THE - BRITISH RDAD TO SGCIALI&M Communist Party Publie . -
discussion with main speaker Dave Cock (National fir

JUNE

. organiser CPGB) at the ICC* 61 b Mansfield Rd  7.30

Sat

Wed

Fri

Sat

Mon

Tue

wed £

Thur
Newspaper. 2
"(Thls meeting is 'still provisional - check tel &730&)

 MEADDw8 FESTIUAL thru to June 25. Details’ next page
~ANTI APARTHEID DEMO Coach to L.ondon contact Malcam 601037

NATIONAL ABORTION CAMPAIGN 'A weman's right to choose!
'DISCO at-the Poly, Byron Common Room, Byron Building,

SR

Tue.

Thur-

.ussion about the EGA Women's ‘Hospital,
Hall, Sherwood Hospital, Hucknall Road, Nottingham 7,30 -

- WORKING WOMENS FESTIVAL

school in 1975, Teache¢s Centre,

- Z2nd:Words.

THE FIGHT TO SAVE A HOSPITAL Film, spsakers and disc- | -
London. Large :

PERSDNAL AND: PDLITICAL meeting, 23 Man&field Grove 3.30° "
POSTERS AND THINGS me Top
IMG DISCO Carlton Hotel Noel Jbveet Late Bar 8. DD   "
MEN'S MEETING Top flat, 56 Burford Road 7.30 o

t¢ng

7 Jdune 12 Detalls next page u
POLITICAL ECONOMY OF NOTTINGHAM . Dunlop-ﬂvenqe T30 0

THE SALTLEY GATE SHOW Banner Theatre of Actuality about

B s Blrmlngham Workers mass support of miners plckets
of gas works., 80p Clarendon College Drama wgrkshop .08
(also being performed in Southwell at 7.30 Mon june B oo

IF YOU DON'T MEETING
UNITY OF THE LEFT7/SUCIALIST CHALLENGE New IMG 'open'.

all welcome 10 Milner Road 8.00 f’

Publie meeting with Tarig A11. ICC* T4l

Shakespear Street. Disco and entertainment about 20p.

“'Non students must get tickets in advance from Judith
Executive Office,

Byron Building lunch times or Maggie
18 Premier Road FDTEQu Fields, +91 601b°3 Mixed

WILLIAM TYNDALE : - Whgt happened at: ‘William. Tyndale7
Soclallst Teacher Group publlr meeting with speaker

ex head Terry Ellis and viceo film of teaching in the
Cranmel Street 7 30

i na W hh L bl Barons kRl G2kshd

 LESBIAN SOCIAL GROUP Every tuesday contact Char 76&10

WOMEN'S GROUP Thursdays 8.00 at Women's Centre. June:
9th:Erotica. 16th:Medias 25rd:Classism,. ...
NAC(Mixed) Every wednesday at the Women's Centre 8.00
NEW WOMEN'S CENTRE meetino tues Sune 14 at the  8.00

Women's Centre, 26 Newcastle Chambers, Angel Row.

- 6th DEMAND 1An end to discrimination against lesbians

and the right of all wcmen to a self defined sexuality'

" Regional Bonference in Nottingham Fri/Sat June 24/25
‘details, contact Char tel 76410. . ~

Saturday L o Jdune 11.30:4n Laveroopls Blg Flame Communlty i
Commission meeting on Direct wnrks and the Housing S5truggle..
If interested contact Kieth Nottingham 789826 Far detalls. A s

flat 58 Burford Rd 7.30°



WORKING
\VOMENS
FESTIVAL

Saturday/Sunday 11/12 June
Matlock Bath Pavillion

Tickets Pavillion Box Office | é b | gk 0 L5
Matlock 3848 50p per sesslon 3

MAIN EVENTS

Saturday afternoon:

2,00 Songs Franky Armstrong

and Kathy Hencerson

4,00 Women's Theatre Group
Music from their shows,

Saturday Evening:

“THE WORKING WOMEN'S FESTIVAL IS

SPHDOD

AN OPPORTUNITY
FOR WOMEN, THEIR FRIENDS AND FAMILIES TO COME
ND DISCOVER THE CONTRIBUTION TO ALL ASPECTS
W08l - AT HOME - 1IN TEXTILE -MILLS, IN TOURISM
\D OTHER INDUSTRIES - MADE BY WOMEN, SPECIALLY
N THE BAKEWELL, MATLOCK AND BELPER AREA, PAST
ND PRESENT. ENTERTAINMENT IS THE PROMISE:

EXHIBITIONS AND INFORMATION ARE THE INTEREST.

Grand Opening Saturday 18 June
Community Carnival Day

12,30 Fancy Dress Parade oL

1.15 Carnival Procession around Meadows
. "7led by Silver Star Steel Band
2

9,00 Gaslight Gaieties Grand Opening at the Queens Drive
10.30-12,00 Disco Foercation Ground with Cannon Fire
- by Colnel Rossiter 8 his Roundheads

Sunday Afternoon: L,,00 Clifton Mocrris Dancers
2,00 Women's Theatre Group L.30. Ppize DEaw :
"I 00 Wi Somta Dyl frieo! 'o Lots of sideshows and stalls
e e 1 3ima On SHA including hopefully: Womens Group,

b ?UTKETS Women's Aid, National Abortion

factory occupation Campaion, Anti-Fascist Display..
FREE EVENTS 7.30 Dance at tihz Qusens Walk Community

Films on Saturday

11.30 The-Sheffield Film Co-op
Films on Sunday

11.30 The -Women's Film Group

Through Saturday and Sunday
Women Here: Historical exhib-
ition of women workers in the
area. _

Women at Work: Contemporary
exhibition of local women
workers |
Women's wWork in Hackney.

what Shall I do when I grow up:
Infant school children picture
their future. Nt

INFORMATION PLATFORMS
Women and Employment
The Lauw
siHenlth
Child Care

Womens Books Gingerbread

CHILDREN'S PLAY ACTIVITIES

For 3~5 year olds and for 5-12
year olds events each day 11.00
to 6.,00. Sunday: Derby Theatre
Workshop 11.00 for 5-12 year olds
Children's Book display.

8,00

! week before the festival. Tel 864183

to Centre, Queens Drive. Bar. Silver
12.00 Star SteelsSand.

Sunday 19 June 3.00 at Queens Walk CC
Fast Meets llest, Pakistani evening
with easter’ delicacies, palmistry
handicrafts,Tilms etce.

Tuesday 27 June. The Sociable Theatre:
'Sally Allelullia Band' 8,00

Wednesday 22 June., Coffee Morning QUCE

Thursday 23 June., Folk night

Fridav 24 June. Music, Poetry and Dance
Night 'Rainbow' Queens Walk CC

Saturcday 25 June Adveniture Play Day
Queens Drive Recreation Ground. D
Inflatable, Sociable Theatre 1in
IMexicen Beandits! etce.

Disco at Queens Walk Community O

Booking Office end further-detalls from

. Queens Walk Community Centre, Queens

Drive, The Meadows. k.00 - 6,00 in the

The full programme for the

NOTTINGHAM |
FESTIVAL fringe festival, dune 13 -
FRINGE .25 'ig now in the public .

libraries.etc. Or phone

 Chris Ryan or Isobel D'Arcy 607201

Fan heeme ey
e S e scsen g i n =B
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JDURNALISTS AND DFFICIAL SE”RETS
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The latsst moves by the state against left ulng 1nvsstlgat1vs Journallsm
seem to: have hit a8 new peak. Phlllp Agee and: Mark Hossnbsll the two
American journalists who were accused agf belng ’sscurlty rlsks' because

of their expboses-of the CIA, seem. liksly to b dsportsd‘wi%hlh a month

or s0. Meanwhile the case Df Aubrsy, Bsrry and” Bsmpbsll the two journalists
and: ex=~soldier accused oF handllng 'DFFlClal sscréts’uhas taksn a serious
turn, i B0 . L ,

Instead of bslng chsrged undsr ssctaon;two sEvThs Official SBCPBtS act
(maximum penalty two ysdrs) Campbsll and. Bsrry«havs now been occuscd of -
handling” 1nF0rmét10n prsdgudlalal ﬁﬁ"fhs snfsty or interests of the stats'
qnq,chargsd under .ecctipn: one (mGX1mum bsnalty fourteen ysars) Aubrey has

'fﬂbesn chsrgsd with aldlng and sbhetting and ﬁlSD Fases a maximum penaltty
Fof Fourtaen yearss, _yw_h. L b 3
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| QThls mmvs Has a tuﬁ?old purposs' 1rstl to wasld an even blggsr stlck
x&'agalnst thoge-whg aftemp ito 1ok 1ntﬂ’¥h1ngs the state doesn't want looked
wAntg and-ssggndiy ﬁu use a~law MHich has not yet been grossly dlscrsdltsd

a8 sectloq twoahas.x - i L

!

1t sebms it aptAnt that wé should attempt to do smmsthlng ts show our
SDlldﬁrlty‘ *%Q,xhq£sssused and to force the gevernment to drop the charges.
So farthe SUﬁpsrt’For the ABL defence campaign has been pretty minimal, If
you gre. rﬁtsrsstcd in talking ‘about and doing something aobout.this case
plsassmmrltp or visit 49 Constance Strect, New Basford, Nottingham and:

-

?losk in ths next issue of IF YOU DON'T For details of ths next meeting,

IF YOU DONT'T
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The If You Don't pamphlet 'Fighting Fascism! is is a collection of
articles written by people and groups connccted with the Nottlngham Antil
Fascist Committee, va1ously there a wide range of differing views as
well as hard facts in the seventecn articles although the common purposs

is very clear,

Contents include: The Threat of Fascism. The Collapse of Bougols Demscracy.!
il Fascism what is it? GSome thoughts on Fighting F,scism.
Immigration and immigration Controls. Immigration i
Leglislation. On Enoch Powel. Racialism and the worklng
- Clpss, The need for ‘a revolutionary strategy. Sexism
Racism and fascism,. Maoism and Fascism, |

ME hops that' ysu u1ll read and buy o copy = forty pages’', only 12pl Its
in Mushroom or contact 15 Scotholme Avenue, Hyson Green, Nottlngham. e
Several people have commented that they have found it suprisingly read=
obhle. Please let us haove your views on it. Nottingham Voice suggest
rolling it up and hitting people with it = we e Xpect that the Evsnlng

Post may well feel the same way about it!




/ Jome men in Hottlngham have been talklncr about

4;%each other. Tel Ron 76410 b

s RO /, o & (-\\ w-—-»‘\ |

!«Jb—f | i:}_‘*f\«' 3\]1 ‘{Ii\x f‘;j - o e
In the last issue of *IF YOU DUN'T...! some ideas were put forward about the
sharing of skills,making of posters by people in Nottlngham. Quite a bit of

;‘dlscu§51on ha's: taken place since then,so’ a meetlng 1s being called in order

that we-cans . ;
1. Consider puttlng together a dlrectoqy of resources in Nottlngham. ThlS would

give information about where equ1pment is & how to use it. The equlpment that is.
avallable isnt being fully used, or is only being used by those 'in the know .If

- We want to change this, we have to do .something about it,

2. Talk about why posters aren't belng put up. Posters that do g0 out from 'the
left® are uoually'tred to a particular meeting or, at best a specific oampalgn.
Posters that aren't limited in this way can be part of seelng struggle ina |
broader, more everydwyy way. For example,a poster uaylng "WwOMN #ORK A 5@ViN

DAY wiEK'(showing womens work in:the factiry and in the oommunlty) brought up
questions about womens' oppression without talking as if ‘revolutinnaries' are
the only people who know what's going on. The poster worked because it took

what people say anyway and put it in a different context - one that was very
public, one thatsuggests that things can be different but, which doesn't lay

down any unifrom solution. The poster “also doesn't put forward any cut-and-dried
position, except making it olear that only'womens self-act1v1ty'oan be the basis
for their liberation: ' sy i :
J.Posters are a big un dertgklng, ndl otlcxers are ea81er to. oarry around & put up.
They'do need to be more ‘catchyy, though and often roiy'on WO & more,

4. we hope that people 'go to the meeting on 'political film'. If we can make
some arrangements to show films at 'the building' and maybe to have them more

as meetings rather han showlngo , We may well be on our way to providing a real
alternative in Nottingham to the ‘mverything you always wanted to know about Jaws"
syndrome . A : « -

We're not expecting people to come to the me cting with big ideas about posters
etc. all worked out. : averyone's hai different experlenoe with all these things
which effect the king of confidence and energy we feel, we've got to flnd a way
of developlng ideas and wWorking together

The meeting (which will be mixed) will start at 7.30 p.m. on wednesday 8th June
at top flat,; 58 Burford Road, Forest ficlds. Tel Ron (76410)or Maggie (601593).

JOMisNS MeDIA GROUP- therc hasn t been much response so far to the suggestlon
for a /''womens® medla group'. If anyonc interested in all this pe rhaps could come
to thl: meetlng and work thwnp out”from‘thoro - Maggie. .

E A ; % = 8"
i ﬁ\ . ¢ )

the possibility of gettlng together to talk
about our 11ves,re1at10n5u1ps feelings and = ‘
our politics. As men.As men talking about.... ‘,’\L
There Was a mens group some time aﬁo & Hepy E"
it was a walking diZaster. Men in othor parts i
of the country are"doing things,making lots itk
{

of mistakes,becoming unisolated,unbecoming men...: |

3

A group in london share a gay centre and do g
massage, wrltlng,talklng,therapy etc. Other

groups (I was inzolved in M n against Sexism \
in Leeds) concentrated more in childcare,action =\
around paternity allowancec,equal pay ete. g Y

Theres always been a lot of tension betwoon .
womens liberation and gay liberation and 'mens
groups'. Some gay men thought that the only'way' ‘
for men to give up their pover was, t etop using \
gay men as scxual guinea pigs and. try ©.1.t3-- with |
each other. Many feminists sce it as a maie plotesse ?
seems theres lots of distrust and suspicion around.
Bring it to a mecting on Friday June 10th at 58 J
Burford Road where theres plenty of roofa to ignore

)
.
«M-« "-.d""
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HOL’E ULES OK
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We are a group of women whe have had babies recently, many ~f them at heme., We were
able to chrnse where we had ocur babies - heme or hospital o We hal the education,
knowledge and contects to get a home birth, But many wemen Jdon't even realise you can
have your baby at home, let alons kncw where to start if - or perhaps I shculd say
when - they meet cppesitiecn from GPs and others, (Very few doctors will book women for
home delivery now evsn if the prsgnancy is straightferward.) So we have decided to
produce 2 pamphlet which we hop= will previds infermation, encouragement ani ammunltlon
for women in this situatien.

Perhaps I should try te explain why we attach so much importance te this questicn, We
favour home births for many reasons, mestly baséd cn a desire to avold medern hospital
conditicrns. We wanted te be with people we knew (that incluies the midwives), not white
coate] strangsrs. We found the demiciliary miidwifery scrvice a more flexible, con-
genial and respectful institution than the hospital. We wantsl te be in s~ft familiar
surrouniings not harsh bright ocnes, we wanted te establish breastfesding comfrrtably,
build links with the new baby, etec. The list is eniless, But basically we wanted a
safe happy birth, (yes, home is as safﬁ a.8 hhspltal) an] we wants1 to sxesreise our o
own juilgement as tc where we could best -achieve this. We ih t think that all women
shoull have their babies at heome - srme feel happier in hespital or have to ge there
for good medical reasons. We just want wemen to be able tn make a fully infermed
cheice and at the moment, due te the greed and power-seeking of the medical profession,
the (increasing) 1nablllty of state instituticns to accommoiate diversity and the

CJ

$3l

lure of technolegy, they can't,

Two things n el to be dcne abrut this: first home confinements must be more readily
available and services imprrved; seccnd hospital practic must be changed - for there
is much evidence to show that some hcespital precedurzs <.g. -jnﬂuctiﬁn, separation of
mother and baby after bibth, rcutine use of epiiurals, are pesitively harmful,
Precdueing a pamphlet is a flrst shot aimed at the former @bJGCtLVG - tn CHCPurabe |
women to put pressure on the NHS for drmiciliary facilities - but it shruld alsc have
some effect on the sscond. It will rnly really sink in tc the hecspital medics that
women Acn't like their set-up when they are facsd with a2 diminishing "clientele",

It may also help te de-mystify the birth experience, remove it from the province:

of the preofessicnals, make terms like'epidural' and 'inducticn' comprehensible and
the processes they shield cpen te change. o

There's lots more to say, but that will coms in the pamphlet, We're all busy with small
children and make nc rash promisss about when it will be proiducsd, but when it is we
aim to make it really infermative and well presented, and to give it a wide and free
1istributicn., We would welceome the invelvement of other pfﬁple (mrn and women) with

relevant expsrience or thoughts.  Contact us via "If you Jon'th - - 708302 | 5
| ' ARG o
=000~ =000= - - =000~

LETTERS

Dear If you don't,

Thank you feor the publicity given to Rip Off in issue Ne, 17, Who was it
whe said "the cnly bad publlcgty is neo publicity"? We only hops that some

nf your realers_will get Rip ff despite the panning it receivel in your
anonymcag . . . @1 . XevieY, LS ~ften ha ppens when I read things in 'If |
you don't! I got lest among the jumble of werls half way through but it
would seem that Margaret's article on abertion ~ffended your reviewer the
most anl was described by hlm/her as "moraligtic guilt-rilden midile-class
shit", Moralistic? Is it meralistic tn =2ir cne s personal fe-'ings about a
given subject: If sc we are all guilty nf being m“I«llSth. ilt-ridden"?
Nowhere was it suggested that a weman should feel guilty if shes has an ab«



ticn., Such a lot of spacs has been given to the arfuments of the NLC in

various papers that Margaret fslt she wantel te put forwaril an argument
gainst the practice:ef sabortion, Ws crull, of course, have refussi to print

1t but that wculdl have: becm ‘authoritarian on cur part; - in fact 1t would

have amounted to- nrthlne less than crneersnlp. Mlllle— lass, Margaret works

at a supermarket aniies Ins ulsiecy than she wruli et L the 5. 9018 that_mekes

her midile-class, - ShltV Well shlt 1s very useful stuff - ;Qk any g riener.

Just in cose this- lettrr gets publlshei i NIEY 4 wruli llk" to invite all

their hunireds of re ders te write for RIP OFF rn any suk]ect sericus, funny,
poetic, 1t is the aim ~f RIP OFF te be nrn-sexist, non-racist, non-ageist, |
and NON-LUTHORITLRIALN, with of crurse a sprinkling of humcur, N

Love: from Paul, e
in defence nf RIP OFF - thc vnlce of LLL the peopls. | | S
XXX i o

Dear IF yoﬁ ien't,

I'q just like te say that I founi the review of Rip Qff in the last issue

objectionabhe, especially the bit- about "guilt-ridien miidle-class shit", %

There are lots of intellectual reasrns why I didn't like the review; e. g. it

seems to me that when you resr~rt tr abuse tr criticise scmsthing you ecan't ™ .0 |
have many substantial arguments 2gainst it., 4lse "midlile-class" seems to be. ™ 8
ussd 28 a shert-hand for certain traits or attitules which are not peculiar :
to the midlle classes anl 1o peot repeesent that class's xégsalicontribution

(or 1lack of it) to se01rty. | | % :

But more taan thls I'm o3 ncernei at the bitterness anl agressicn in the review,
It's Aifficult enough simply to write things f“r publication, withcut having
people jumping down your throat the minute you're "in print". I'm net saying
we shouldn't criticise, cnly’ that we shoull try and help each other by cur.
criticisms instead of Adestroying them, Its cd17that cnly since I've been
iavolved in et (and stu]cnt) politics have I frund it hari te say what 1
think, for fear of peoplesneering, laughing, or pitying me b2causs 1 haven't
oot the correct revolutirnary "1ine" or "analyais" or “perspective". i think
this "revolutiecnary cerrectism” is just as much a feature of the llbertarianm
left s of agy cther branches ani it's very alienating. 4ny movement should
be a synthesis of ideas, ani if people are put off putting their views then
there will never be a true synthesis., I think "if you don't" should be less
of a know-all, | | Julie Woodin

L T T e

B L L

(bDﬂtlﬂUutlUﬂ eF ertlele belew |
It will have to do away with tne absurd notionof the duellsm of the o A
sexes, or thet man end woman represent twe entegenletle werlde ) | g

oo rree LT AT T R L T

“If T can t imncc I ﬂon t want to bc pert of veur revrlﬁtlnn"':.SPme qurtes fromnwm
Emma Geldman

"The narrowness of the existing conception of woman's indepenidence ani e mancipations | -
the dreal of love for a man who is nrt her sccial equal; the fear that lid¥e will |
rob her of her freedem and inlependence; the horror that love or the joy of mother-
hood will ~nly hinder hsr in the full exercise of her professirn - all these tog th“
nake of the emancipated modsrn wonan a compulsory vestal, befrre whom life, with j
1ts cpeat clorifying sorrcws and its deep entrancing joys, rolls cn withrut touching
or gripping her scul., | i 5 /3
Emanoipntinn, as unierstond by the majerity of its adherents ani exponents, is of | I
too narrow o scope to permit the bounidless lrve anil ecstasy centalneﬂ 1n the deep |
emction ~f the true woman, sweetheart, mother, in fre er, S

o's o/The demand for equal rights in every vocation of life 'ig just and fair; but,
after all, the mest vital right 18 the right to love and bs leved,  dndeed, if
partial emancipaticn is to becrme a complste and true emancipatirn of woman, it Wlll
have to deo awgy with the riilimculcus no ticn that to be lov ved, Tr be sweetheart and
mether, is synonymous with being slave or subordinszte, Hilae : 0

%
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ON--EHE- STREET

"MORALISTIC GUILT-RIDDEN MIDDL7-CLASS SHIT"

LA TR N YT RO V3 e T

IT scems that some people were upset, confused, disagreed, angered, etc. with
! this phrase, when I used it in the last issue with reference to an article on
abortion in RIP OFF written by Margaret. She was arguing that abortions are the
taking of the right of life of the foetus; that its alright for women to choose

in their body.
We could quite easily carry this argument through to the right of any child: to

bore it, the body which may not nave wonted to. anyway, and so on, but I'm not
really inclined to see it that way; too wordy and intellectual and tit-for tat.
To me it's quite simple.

If a woman wants tc have a/the child, then I hope she does; if she does not
want the child, then I hopc she doesn't, pregnent or not pregnant.

Problems only then arise due to the pressures cn Wollen to be certain things,
which often does neot tally with her own feelings, experience, etc. The social~-

ization of the womsn via fewily, school. ' ghildren, games, tele, reading, iﬁées

suffering for others, washing, clearning, Gepending, etc, all in & subordinate
way to men's socialization and repression. If a view is forced upon you over
the years, to go against any 15 a struggle, a struggle to define one's own way,
or with others, a particular groups way {(as large as .over 50% of the world's
population). It is a struggle for , ..~ovn identity. In this case for a woman
to choose to give birth or not, but morc than that, for with the birth goes
what cormes after- bringing up a human being. s so many things, it's wonderful
sometimes and a7’ other times it's stiffling and maé%ning‘.lt's virtually &
1ife—-times commitment. Soms women may not want that, because they are into
something else. Tomorrow maybe, but not now., L've adjusted to having them,

and am pleased, but to place any sort of pressure on women to give birth 1s

e

7.."1'.\. 3 O R ‘ — ; Qiiia g sl : '. ¥ u = X E ! 3
horrendous. and to do so when in doubt or confusion or insecurity is worse.
And when -psople argue for the rights of the foetus inside your body, when you

don't want it (or only when wvoufve got it through no choice), it IMPOSES an

attitude on the woman. That imposition produces, 1in this type of society

-

as all others which oppress womel, confusion and guilt, simply because it

goes .against what a woman'should' do. The struggle continues.

R e I

m : : , :
Sypathy., understanding, emrathy, care, respect help and love somehow are new

lost with each gasn of discgreemcnt and differencey and the woman curles up

snlineliness, I am talking about the women who either have decided they don't
want to carry on with the pregnancy or who are not sure., There are thousands
around us.

For the woman who wants to, I hope Iit's enjoyable, during and after.

But immediatelyone imposes a ‘doubt- upon the doubtful, a whole wave of morality .

and a movement is built up around it, making it more difficult for the woman

B B A DI S,

Tl

etc. puts/ imposes a discipline TO ~nnform to weakness, care, marriage, breeding,

what to do. with thier own body, but not to impose their choice on the body with-

impose their right to be looked after for 16 years more or less by the body that

b

e
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the established church, the preservers of ™morals' (that is sexual repression),

the preservers of the nuclear family, & beautiful tool for capitalism to thrive.on,

But insid ehe wonmans head the strug le goes on., Who is to hear her voice, her
pain, her anguish and her love?

It is the righteousness about this life-arguement which makes it smell of religious
pomposity, of moralising, of being moralistic. Don't misunderstand me here.
Everyone, I suppose, has different attitudes and some pevple go to town on 1it,
even make a career of it, by building it up and calling it morals or morality.

But it's a different thing to use it such that it is part of a movent whichre—
presses or which certain people feel it as a repressive obstacle to their own
path, That is moralistic, heavy, insensitive, arrogant. It is this attitude that I
attacked which is guilt-ridden, because it produces guilt, and I feel this to be
emotionadly repressive.

So to me it's moralistic and guilt-ridden. It's alsoc shit, or rubbish. You know

an . -
exXpression of anger and emphasise.

I mean that its |
But the "middle class' is an interesting cne. Some people- thought/think that I
meant that middleée-class people have a particular sort of job or that the working
classfmay’also'be against abortions. I know th}g,pgigiElﬁg%E't refering to that.
Itfcomes down to looking at what is meant by class of whatever type.

For a concept like class to be meaningful, that is for it to be useful in trying
to! explain something and analyse it,it has got to be one related not to static
positions, like job, income, house, neighbtourhood,etc. That might have been more
meadningful 100 years ago, but not now., That is, it does nct help us explain
anything. To say -all miners are working class and all nurses are middle class .
means very little. these occupations or other factors alone do not explain thelr
activities. They are natauseful basis on which to base class differences, or class.

That alot of these factors together may define the activies of certain groups 1is

very possible. You can see this difficulty in Marx, who due to the particular.: .
conditions of his time, saw things more structurally or action by what position
oné held within the society. Once he started on doctors he stalled., In his time
the capitalist class or bourgeoisie and the working class were quite distinct
deVelopiné groups, more so thaﬁ now., Some people have seemed, however to have
fallen for the pluralistic arguement that now classes are very mixed and not
imﬁortant; you can travel into one and out of another. Most people seem to believe
this, as well as libertarians, while the left still hang on tc more traditional
structural concepts of class. Fortunately. increasing numbers of libertarians are
now analysing class.

Fifstly, class is a general amalgam of groups and not simply based on the job of

one person, such that you can say she/he is such-and-such a class. _
Secondly, it is made up of many features- together - job, thoughts, income, back-
ground, but most important ACTION. ' b e
Thirdly, it is fundamentally based on the economic working of the society and a
groups relationship to it. There are still the two major groups, the capitalists
who exploit and oppress and the working class, the exploited and opressed. But a
middle c¢lass has emerged very strongly which acts as a frent, a pacifier, a man-
ipulator, preventing working class growth. Anti-aborticnists and those who meddle
with a woman's right to chocse are such a pacifier, that is the attitude, but it
is quite possible to still have other working class attitudes and activities.
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THE “GYROSCOPE"™ MEETING OF.MAY B8TH - WHAT NOW?

R ey I g A R C R L R M A e s | S SO A P AR gy PR muO0e SO M Rt W e

As you probably saw in the last 'If you don't....', a meeting was
called on May B8th by people who have been working in the 'personal/
political group'. This meeting was to "discuss Gyroscope and related
issues', and to’ see Who was interested and how 'we could all “work
together. The meeting did not really focus on Gyroscope or past
'personal/political' discussions at all and revolved around a range
of topics, discussions about what we- -wanted''to' do etc.. Without
coming up with any hard and fast decisions the meeting seemed positive..
(There's some reactions and thoughts about the meeting and suggestions
aboit what to do now outlined by Ron overleaf). This not-centring on
Gyroscope and past 'personal/political' discussions was a particularly
encouraging aspect of the meeting as they are only parts of a whole
range of interests and work. Everyone seemed just to want to find out
who was interested in discussing/working around/thinking about/living
any aspect of the whole area going under the name 'personal politics'!.
By this name we mean: sexuality, relationships, consclousness, ways
of organising, ideology, implications to existing conceptions of
politics, c¢lass 'struggle and revolution....8tc etc.. Inshorty the real
need appears to be to explore the possibilities of working together, in
general or in smaller groups; to see if we can establish some umbrella
context where those working in various aspects can exchange information
and relate thear work/lives/ideas - and to discuss proposals for the
future. (Some possibilities are again outlined overleaf).

"THEREFORE THERE WILL BE ANOTHER MEETING ON SATURDAY 4TH JUNE
AT 3,88 Pl , AT 28, MANGE LEE D "OGROVES EVERTUNE WELGUNE .

In what we've said above there's a very rough and ready attempt to
characterise what the area of interest is, and uwhat:.the approach is. It
seems slear that a clearer formulation wwould be helpful in posing any
meeting such as this. Also the discussion of such a formulation would
clarify the relation=ships between all those interested, (this process .
is hopefully already happenning to some extent in response to Gryaoscope).
Already some people are trying to examine these issues in a discussion
about 'perspectives! or 'terms of reference' - June 4th might be a.good .
opportunity to start a general discussion ofi those lines. e R

"As an example the authors of this page are trying to produce a
draft perspectives statement for discussion (hopefully available from -
the above address by June 1st). We'll give a rough summary of our line
of thought here - to help discussion. The emphagis of the draft is to
reject the idea that we can just widen orthodox political ideas to neuw
areas and thereby reform what politics is, but that the need is to, work
out a unified revolutionary project - grounded in our own lives and
expressing that dynamic directly in changing ourselves and the world.

OQur inclination is to develop an environment where the struggle to change
our own lives and society are not two projects but ONE. Wewould seek to
establish that environment by uniting with others who seek it, in
attempting to relate our experiences and struugles on an egual and open
basis. We see that the use of this method as defining unity rather than
shared positions - we feel we can explore and grow through divergent
attitudes rather than crystalising them as opposed.positions if we

. struggle to use this method...dsse.es Well there it is,; we'd ‘welcome
comment or participation in developing or clarifying that train of thought.

| For those intersted there will be a NATIONAL .CONFER-ENCE ON .
SATURDAY JUNE 18TH, STARTING 12.00 AT 23, MANSFIELD GROVE, NOTTINGHAM.
The motivation and content of that conference will be rather similar
to that for the meeting discussed above. It will tend to focus rather
more on the perspectives diskussion, and the idea sf trying to start a
magazine. Also there will be material (draft statement, ideas for
discussions etc) mailed in advance to make discussion easier. Anyone
who wishes to contribute or participate in working for the conference,
or to include materizl in the mailing is very welcome to do so. ‘You can
| re by coming on june 4th or phoning 43081 or 785985,
Manv Deopde have read and generally agreed with this, but feel that sign-
ents might identify a 'group’ which doesnt -éxist,.




-~ _. Wnat I felt about the last 'Gyroscope' meeting and should we carry on?

My involvement with 'Gyroscope' was uneven and partial from the word gos I-viewed— "
it as a vague, patronising performance by a small group of @@0p1e<Cmainly men? )
making high~handed statements about the theoretical and pRe@tical development of
'the left' generally, and the. 'womens' movement' in particular. My view was backed
up by a judgemental attitude on my part about the day to day practice of some of

the people I knew to be involved. I put myself in a wholly negative position, taking
from the discussion what complied with my view of my own life (namely the things
written by Rachel,Helen and Char) and probably avoidiing facing uncomfortable quest-
ions. I took bits anc pieces from,say,Mediational Meanders and other things produced,
which fitted with my needs, particularly in relation to filmmaking and theoretical
practices. In short, I turned dynamic debate into a range of commodities and the

issues collapsed into a questicn of what I.could 'use' now, or what my © thought ‘
struggle was (was?). In trying to decide which components were 'right' or 'wrong'
the question of how to take things forward somehow got lost:- precisely the thing ;

I'd criticised 'the left' for in relation to feminism and questiuvns of sexisme

I'm not saying that therefore my criticisms were complet ly unfounded. 1 think
there are important questi ns to be discussed about the objective and subjective
basis for the domination of men in the 'personal and political' debate, and also
how the way it has been put across would alienate peo le without the necessary |
intellectual confidence. Isolated as a gay person in Nottingham and also as a 'film-
maker' within socialist circles, I felt two major antagonisms. On the one hand,
against men who didn't seem to be struggling against sexism and their own hetero-
sexism in an open,public, perceivabhe way; on the other, against socialists who saw
'emlture' as being an object which would become rrvolutionary overnight once 'the 3
masses' had seized power. Though these two questions might seem quute seperate, they
were united in my life and forced me to question exactly what people mean by 'revo-
lutionary practice'., |
Contrary to my initial desperation (and particularly through a series oI very pain-
ful experiences as 'gay' as 'filmmaker' committed to revolutionary change) I began
to feel more positively about the need for a supportive environment to challenge and
change all aspects of dominant practise (bourgecis or revolutienary). The question is
how?How can we turn away from painful antagonism which involves confrontation,comp-
etition and oppressive ritual towards a more sup ortive,open and organic under- |
standing of our lives? - e Ll %
Despite my class fear of reading and 'theory', and my 'gay' fear of speaking out,
of being seen, I have generally gottcn more confident and less distrustful of other
people (men particularly) and also more able to speak my mind. Reading what 'Big
Flame' and 'Zerowork' say about autonomy in the class struggle had been often the
only source of identification and support that I've felt in my anger with mainstream
left groups taking up vital struggles and sloganising them out of existence.l feel
the lack of theoretical debate,of being honest abo t how little we feel we know and
can learn, of be ng alone with our ideas. And I want to change this., If the whizz-
kids of the revolutimnary groups are content to stay that way, above class, above
struggle,that could be seen as their decision. Except I have the feeling that many
other people feel the way I do : going to meetings becasue its the right thing %o do,
becasue you hope you'll sort t ings out. It happens sometimes doesnt it? As socialists
I think its about time we began to build on the -good experiences we have rather than :
being totoally pessimistic and negative about our 'world-view', I'm not surprised
that peorle fon't come to all the empty,uptight meetings, - |
At the meeting on 'Gyroscope' I found myself putting out a great amount of energy,
which was split in two ways.When people asked how they ccul tuse'! Gyroscope, said it #
should be more specific, or implied that they hadn't read it for all sorts of reastns,
I identified with their situation, At the same time I recognised the tendency to take
what someone had @aid as a 'position' which had to be attacked or defended,said yes
or no to, or simply ignored. I don't think that the strength thats needed to develop
our lives as revolutionaries will come from that sort of practice. I &o it myself all
the time and want to find a way of not doing it.I think what we need is to admit the
need for a more open debate and make attempts to relate that activity to others.
T don't like the idea of groups forming whose cenffig®l interest is their own intact-
ness., I want to know more about psychoanalysis, for example, and what Marx and others
have said about 'personal life under capitalism'.Thege sort of questions relate to
- “how we understand consciousness and Self-change, how we can make sense of ideology
and how we can develpp non-alienated alternatives. (For example, about psychoanalygis)
the mainstream relation of the gay movement to it has been confined to its 'nastiness’
(expressed th cugh psychiatry) with 'zap' tactics etc. I dont want to think that
'ideas' should be though of as the property of 'the middle-class shits who run the
movement' ,I dont want to say much more,I'd rather talk to people about it. Ron. |
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! ﬁj}k(:; IF YOU DON'T .READ IT..,...,agf?ﬁ

Books at MUSHRDDM 10 Haathmote 5t Hockley tel 582506
Dpen pally 10,30 < 6 DB exoept thursday and sunday.

- LDDH HERE AND THAT'S NOT.THE WAY ITS GDT 10 BE ~£4°,50 and 21 IB Tuo books
- - of radical songs 1nclud1ng EHildren's songs by. Leon
Rosselson who is best known for Jumbo.-the Elephant
- Palaces of GDld Mhy does b S H ‘have to. be me, Tim McGu1re.

o -”“NATIDNAL FRDNT £1,00 Written hy. Martlnzdalker of the Guardian: 'The NF
T | : can no_longer be dlsmlssed as a party of the lunatic
. bt frlnge,'lt must. be . understood if it is to be, opposed.
i3 2 Martin Walkers book is the Flrst to make such an
understandlng possmle°

LIMITD TD MEDICINE 90p new boak by Ivan (de-schoollng soclety) 1¥lich,

MY HAMSTERS £2 50 If you are inta hamsters this is the real thing - a
black and white chlldrens photo story book...but £2,501

‘RAPE CRISIS CENTRE REPORT 40p This is the first year's report from the
, - first rape crisis centre in the country. The centre
was started in London in March 1976 and the report c
covers: Aims, How it began, How it operates, Counselling
methods, Research, Law, Pollce, Statistics, Conclusions,

| . ~Reading list etc etc.
NUCLEAR PDMER - THE UNVIABLE OPTION £2,25 USA
NUCLEAR CRISIS - A QUESTIDN D& BREEDING 22 SD UK

- CARDS AND PRINTS FOR CLAP Communlty Levy FDr ﬂlternatlve Projects 5p/35p
GAY LEFT Nok SUMMER 1977 QDp Love, Sex, Maleness. Communists Comment etc.

ANARCHY No 22 20p Just published.
- ANARCHIST REVIEW 1977 £1,00 (free to all prisoners) Cienfuegos Press.

- THE DISPOSSESSED  75p Ursula Le Guin., (Not new but new to me) This is -
Sk an amazing story of science fiction abogﬁ an anarchist
(and non sexist) civilisation conv1nclng‘éontrasted
. with a neighbouring 'propertarian'planet. There is no
finite utopianism about the new civilisation much of
which is presented in terms of believably developed
- personal and group relationships. At the same time
the all pervasive influence of property relationships
and their economic basis is given meaning like no
sociological text book or political tract ever can.

J CO-0P ACTIUISTS GROUP S b ... BLASS JARS ,
. | | . lWe have a large .
The group meets next at | The point being made ,~guantity of screw
118 Mansfield Road on ‘was that this invol- . top ex fruit juice
Sunday 10 Jduly 2.30-5.00 vement is in seperate - .Jars sultable for
' s | ' sections. General - bottling fruit or
Traze use o eyping oo e are oniy tulcs | pisklin. They
' since 'the structure of 18 year, ‘A Lo-op : ~ hold one litre, If
. the Co-op societies DOES  Activists Group provides | 8nyone oan. use any
allow for the involve-  TOF people ‘to come to- - Bhen phobe Loken
| - . gether on a reqular basis = . Julie: 708302

ment of members'... 5 f
o mpanam s T ND SR et anepEd |
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