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a ple a from tt ¢ Nottir gham E usmen

To a bus passangers ...

lLast year ne Busman produc:d a leflet in: >rming you of - e change . that were taking
place in * = Public Transport :ervices. We \ ‘arned you that it was th¢ District Council’s
intention  reduce the fleet t : 380 buses & d that this wou d lead to 1igher fares. In the
last resort . will be you who d :ide the leve! >f bus services i 1 Nottingt am.

You c: help yourself by s :pporting the Busmen in thei campaig .. |If you belong to
an organis: “ion such as a Tradr Union, Tena:its Association, Bus Users Association or any
organisati. i that is indirectly ffected by a reduced bus se: rice, get ti em to support the

busman. A t now!

You have a right to know why . . .

* there is 3 bus shortage

* that the e are no joint meet 1gs with the City and County and other interested parties

The k 1smen war:t to know why . . .

" buses ar? being sold (80 apr ox.) and beir 7 usec in other ¢reas of the country
¥ _no vige aus attempts are F2ing made tc see that existirg orders or new buses are

delivere '

The busmen did oppose the sale of Lilac Leopards "

Can yo: afford to wait for change in L. zal Authority a titudes. T 1e winter is almost

~upon us — 92y acting now your wait at the by ; stop may be st-orter.

PRE 35S THE LC CAL COUNCIL O ACT NOW

Thank you for your support in past campaiq :s, send letters o’ protest 1 »:

Councii or Jack Green,
The C¢ ncil House,
Nottinc.:am.

Sl

Pubf’ished b 5/92 Branch Comm: tee, Transpori and General Worlers Union, 292 Mansfield Road,

Notti gham
Pr yted by the Russell Press Ltd (TU,

"Why do I do it?

For one tning it's
not as much work as
organising the work-
class and it's a lot

less boriiig."
Follow your “desires,

release your aggress-
ions in a positive,
creative way. The

{ Open Road and Yipster

Times are calling for
a international week
of Pieing. NOV 4 - 11
Arise you downtrodden
masses and strike a
blow for freedom.
Choose a suitable

i target, whether he,
! she or it ve of local,
f national, or inter-.
- national infamy, and
! pie away.

So far, the pie throw
-ing has been carried

E out by 'organizations'

like Yippiel and the
Grouchio-Marxists and
a small group of lone
conspierators. Now all

| the piepeople,pieverts,

groups, isolated nuts

| etc will join together
{ for an International
¢ week of pieing.

Send details of your

I activities to the

Anarchist Party of

3 Canada (Groucho-
| Marxist) Box 758,
i Station A, Vancouver.

NOTTINGHAI1_ANARCHIST GROUP
THE NOTTIN QMMM ADARCY 8T GRO' > WOowW MEETS  ALMOST REGULARLY,

ALTROUAR V)€ ARE ONLY SUST GETTING 10 Woow IACH OTRER AND POSA

2¢ 0s O N\GREE ABOUT SOonME TVmGs , WE ARE wWolng YO LISTen TTO EACM

OMRERS ARCIRMHEITS . WE OFfER  SUPPORT 10 LAY CTHEL / You AS ARARAMETS
W EUEAYOR LIFE AMD vitwms T B O0OAIEE ‘Lef’ mouenent (UnsfoRmKIEY

fneag ¢ Oumlﬁ“&). NE D1scISS OVASEWES WP Tae  SHTUACI0N(S) 1
WWEW we vE. WE A& RCIW £ MO WOPE ¢ 8 MoRE $0. \wteus‘(&ﬂ.
CONTE A WIA  F )SHROOM  WEKTWCOTE S1KET.

¢

S

%
‘3 Yw t '.'N‘T.o .




TG e

Wed 2 Nov MASS PICKET E&H Architectural, Langley Mill, 7AM '::::,
Fri 4 Nov FRIDAY FILMS: Ireland Behind The Wire. Film Theatre > .30 SRR

Mon 7 Nov MASS PICKET Grunwicks 'Day of Reckoning! Coach leaves
Salutation Inn 3.00AM. Reservations Tel Nottingham 622923
H Wed 9 Nov ABC DEFENCE Nottingham Group meeting 7.30PM. For details

of place ring Mushroom (Nottingham 582506). Anyone who <

can help distribute leaflets please contact the group

' via Mushroom.

Thur 10 Nov IRELAND: Brian Lyons of the NUS Student Movement Campaign
on Ireland speaking at University Portland Bldg 1PM and
at Trent Poly, Byron Bldg, Shakespear Street, 7.30PM

FILM: The Road to Life. Based on Anton Makevenko's book.
Presented by S. Notts CP to celibrate 60 years of 'socialism!
in USSR. 7.30 at ICC* Speakers and discussion. 4Op

ALIENATION: The Quality of Life Under Capitalism. Marxist-
Leninist Forum, Nottingham Communist Gp. 8.00PM at ICC* 10p

Fri 11 Nov FRIDAY FILMS: Battle of Chile 1&2. Film Theatre NB STARTS 6.30

Sat 12 Nov FILM: How Yukon Moved The Mountains !'The Pharmacy'! The first
of four brilliant films on China by Joris Ivens. Film Theatre

Sun 13 Nov FILM: Yukon series 'The Qgilfields' 4,30 and 7.454‘30 and 7.45

H Thur 17 Nov FILM: La Cecilia. Benefit for the Other Cinema. Film Th. 730
Fri 18 Nov FRIDAY FILMS: Minimata. Film Theatre, Broad Street. 7.30

7 Sun 20 Nov CUTS IN PUBLIC SPENDING Conference. Bernard Dix, Broadside
Theatre, Film 'Fight The Cuts' 2.00PM - 7.00PM at ICC*

Thur 24 Nov THE THREAT OF FASCISM and how to fight it. Marxist-Leninist
I Forum, Nottingham Communist Group. 8.00PM ICC* 10p

Fri 25 Nov FRIDAY FILMS: Letter to Jane/Vietnam Journey. Film Th 7.30PM
Sat 26 Nov FILM: Yukon Series 'A Woman, A Family' Film Theatre 4.30 & 7.30

RANK & FILE delegate conference MANCHESTER 11.30 New Centuary
Hall, Corporation St. Detail 265a Seven Sisters Rd, London N4

CACTL National Conference (& Sunday) Digbeth Civic Hall,
BIRMINGHAM. Detail CACTL ¢/o 35 Wellington St, London WC2

Sun 27 Nov FILM: Yukon Series 'Fishing Village' Film Theatre 4,30 & 7.45

HOLDING UP HALF THE SKY The Story of Women in China, Society
For Anglo Chinese Understanding. 3.00PM at ICC* Creche. 30p

*ICC - International Community Centre, 61b Mansfield Rd, Nttm.
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WOMEN 'S WOMEN'S AID Dates not provided. Phoi

MEETINGS LESBIAN SOCIAL GROUP. Tuesdays. Phon
SEX DISCRIMINATION GP. Tuesdays. Phoi_

ABORTION CAMPAIGN. Wednesdays. Phone
ANTI RAPE GROUP. Sundays 7.30. Phone

WOMEN'’S GROUP every Thursday at the |

26 Neweastle Chambers, Angel Row, Ci:
'RECLAIM THE NIGHT' Torch light marcl

For further details telephone Jackie

— <+ s c wen e S
. .
-

IF YOU DON'T HIT IT, IT WONT FALL. c/o | . Hyson Green, Nottingham
Telephone Nottin

TSR A NPT

;K BROADSIDE MOBILE WORKERS THEATRE are performing 'NOW YOU SEE IT-NOW YOU DON'T? ;K

at the Trades Council 'CUTS' conference on Sunday Nov 20. See details above.
e ntan e s e o e ———— e —————————————————————




Books at Mushroom, 10 Heathcote St. Tel 582560
‘ Open daily except thursday and sunday 10.30-6

BIG RED DIARY 1978 This year on the politics of food. £1.50
SITA Kate Millett £1.85 Virago

PRIVACY-THE INFORMATION GATHERERS Patricia Hewitt. Covers police and
security services, cash, credit and computers,
education and medical records etc. NCCL £1.25

THE ROAD MADE TO WALK ON CARNIVAL DAY The battle for the West Indian
carnival in Britain. Race Today 50p

SOLIDARI Y PAMPHLETS A wide range now in stock

TRAﬁE UNIONS UNDER CAPITALISM Tom Clark & Laurie Clements (Trent Poly)

| - e
MENSTRUAL TABOOS Matriarchy Study Group 30p.orrcana 1.95

POLITICAL THOUGHT OF HANNAH ARDENT Margaret Canovan. Paperback £1.95!¢

WHAT SOCIETY DOES TO GIRLS Joyce Nicholson Virago £1.35 A simple
explanation of how girls and boys are

conditioned in our society.
NUCLEAR POWER-NO THANKS Produced by Cambridge Friends of the Earth 25p

GRUNWICK Penguin Special by Joe Rogaly 80p

THE HOMELESS AND THE EMPTY HOUSES Penguin Special by Ron Bailey 95p

THE WEALTH OF SOME NATIONS Malcom Caldwell. First introductory text to
integrate western energy crisis with third

world food shortage. Zed Press £3.00
REPUBLICAN PRESS CENTRE, BELFAST Several pamphlets on prison struggles etc.

UNDER HEAVY MANNERS Report of the labour movement enquirey into
police brutality and the position of black
youth in Islington. (July 23rd 1977) 25p

A WINDOW ON SOWETO Joyce Sikakane IDAF 80p.

OPEN ROAD Issue 4, Articles on Anarca-Feminism, Nazi
bashing, pie throwing and more. 35p.

COMING SOON: LENIN FOR BEGINNERS Cartoon introduction from the publishers
of Marx for Beginners. £1.25

CO-COUNSELL ING

Co—Counseliing is a process whereby people can learn how to exchange effective
help with each other in order to free themselves from the present effects of

distressful experiences in the past.

After learning the basic techniques co-counsellors meet in pairs as equals. In
a session the available time is shared equally and each person has the role of
client or counsellor in turn. The client is in charge of his or her time and
decides what to work on, how to work on it and how long to work on it. The

counsellor does not evaluate, interpret or advise.

ITwo workshops for learning the basics of co-counselling are being held in
Nottingham: SUNDAY 20th NOVEMBER & SUNDAY 22nd JANUARY. The cost is £3 for
each day but anyone who has diffaculty in affording this may have a reduction.

If you want a place at the workshops or just to know more about co~counselling
get in touch with us on Nottingham 704844,

iy

‘ -*éCARF. Paper of the anti racist, anti fascist co-ordinating committee Oct/NOV'ﬂf
;K_issue now in Mushroom 10p. Its a good issue with articles including:
NF Hands Off the Kids. Police in the Front. Extracts on Beatlemania and
Websters '"Why I am a Nazi' from the old National Socialist paper. Details on
¥ Peter Marriner. The 11th Hour Brigade. Lewisham. Carnival 77. NF Attacks etc.

SHK




BOOK REVIEWS

MUSHROQM BOOKSHOP now have a collectlon of books, pamphlets and
magasines on a varlety of topies, recently supplied. Some are FREE,
some reduc'f' others not zenerally available.’

FOR PREE

Several back numbers of the BIG FLAME newspaner

Womens Struggle Notes

lrish Bulletin o g
BF Nat ] Seoretarlat Document P touqrds a new revolutlonory

soolallst organisation.
These will be of interest to those who find B;§¥Flame S

approach to organising a valuable one and to those who .
wish to see the politics of one of the groups in SOCIALIST
UNITY. Mlembers of BF are going to be visiting Nottingham

in the next few months, anyone who wishes to meet them -
should wrlte to Nat l Secretary, 217 Uavertree Rd, leerpai 7

REDUCED IN PRICE

. Portugal Wonen and the struggle for popular power RedRag
L too hard on Soft Cops.,“ This panmphlet looks at -
" the role of the State and everyday life. It has sonme

wrong oonolu81ons about the role . of oomnunlty workers.

TV Handbook (ZOp) ~ this handbook is ‘not’ for polltlclans,
celebrities, 'experts!', industrialists, right-wing - At
CCC@HtPlC“ or enborsoftheroyalfamlly.. '

Cage nglnSt the Social Contract: (5p) ..  the story of
the worst bargain of all time, by a group of independent -
5001a110ts°; - 4 ST s R ety

CHILI SI (20p) "Bié?rl&hé°§§ﬁéhlo on Chile

HUMPTY'DUMPTY (10n) qulcql ouycholOgy Journal

- STRIKERS HANDBooA (5p) Clainants Unlon uovewento_r |

. Although this panphlet is out-of-date in sone ways (for

" example the Social Security rates have since increased
and,.rore important, it was written for“o-oerlod of more
continuous yet limited struggle than now:.when, m@nder the

._300111 Contract, all struggle is discouraged) its politics

s still very uoeful'to strikers. It starts: "Strikes, as

they re fought at precsent, tend to work against our own
interestss ..s.S0n¢ (unions) are prepared to negotiate us
back to work on worsec terms than we canec out withieseoin
future, we need to find ncw ways of organlslng 50 thqt we'”
hurt the bosses and not ouroelve N iTh

osguatters!? Handhook L zgrln,:tnishiu a blt out-

. of=date . but .containsg a lot of valuablec 1nformatlon and
_pOllthoQ The 'Handbook! wrs oroduced in London whore, _
funtll recently,uquqttlnm was a. large. and . growing novernent.
This had several consequences: a long-tern politics. Of
ourv1vql didn't seem important to. very nany people beoquse s

~gatting was thr1v1ng - this is no longor true as the
Cr1m1nal Low and the State are trying to cnd- 1ndencndent
squatting; as such, the need to know how . to fix .the

- electric, ‘repair roonms. and so-on gets a-najority of
space in the Handbook. On the other hanhd, “sticking
»togother and orwanl 1ng unlons eto is well oovorod.

FMULL PPICE

vItqllun Stats Jinstcre (ZOp) . publlshed by leortﬂrlﬂ’

- Books (1972) gives infornmation on -the frane up of .a proup
of anarchists; it placecs the bonbings 1n the context of the
‘growing Itnllnn political crisis' and 'growing authoriatarian
repression! e -




REVIEWS - continucd

Under New nanagement (5p) and Great Flint Sit-Down St ke (16p3

two of the best Solidarity pamphlets. . . .
GLC RENT STRKE.TO THE 'HOUSING FINANCE ACT ..(2p) .and TﬁkE OVLR THE CITY
( 20p ) Probably thc two best Housing. panphlets of early '70s.. ...
CLATIM THE WORLD . (2p). NATIONALISATION: STATE BOSS (4p)

LOOKING'&FTER CHILDREN bURiNG"THE RECEHT AEGIONAL‘WOLENS COVF RENCE

Durlnm the weekend of 22nd/?3rd October, half a dozen nen "nd one
woran: orgmnlsed o Playgroup for - 20children, at the request of the
Nottlngh B Womens' leeratlon Group.

One DTG-WOLand meotlng lead us to’ orgwnluo ‘e place for ‘the! Sat & Sun,
trips ‘to the pictures and a childrens theatre on -Sat: norning, o
minibus outing to Woolaton Park on Sat agternoon, a trlp to Wingfield
hanor on the Sunday,....and a 1ot of food. .

This Mas the first tine any of us had orbanlood uuch an event in
Nottingham, next time there will be more experience to build on.

It wasn't veryeasy to cater for babies in ‘a shﬂred waye L place
for the younger kids (a nursery) also acting as a base. for us all
was hard to come by; it needed to be warm, fairly big, ~have plenty
of toys and cooking facilities. The Church Hall we used for most of

| ,the weekond prov1ded most of these ntce551t1es.

Hiring a ninibus was very helpful; the trips: were pretty successful
and also getting a lot of  tired children and adults horie proved easier.
Both halls and transport as well as food. rcguired noney. Thlo was a
problenm and sone dobts are Stilil not oadd Ofle i s -

For future wonens' llborttlon conferences we would be wisc to send out
advqnco 1nfornﬂtlon Lo nothers, wsklng children! s ages, asking for
scrutfy clothes for trlps,.explalnlng what the progranme 10.

Out of the maximum numbor we looked qfter (26) only THREu CR FOUR kids
had mothers- actually at the conférence. A large number cane from the
Womens' Aid Refuge for a whilc and others fron 51ngle oqronts who
needed o Playgroup. Why weére there so few fron the conference? Was 1t
because those with children dldn .7 reqllse that their children would
be 'OchHlSlaSthTlly looked after or because the'majority of
conference goers were young, 51ngle ﬂnd dldn e hqve resoon51b111ty

for ch11dren° | | | | - ,

On the other hﬂnd ol showed a con51derable need qnd 1n+erest in organ=-
ising quy facilities for children in. Nottlnghqm, A aeetlng after the
weekend involving five nen raised. several: gques tlons 4

Our intcrest was because we engoyed being with chlldren, ecouse (in
two cascs) we were single parents, because its 1nportont voditacally
to challenge- the sexual division of labour 1nclud1ng J3tin® the sole
responsibility for kids from wonmen, giving men‘a chance to teltate. to
kids as nore than discipline-giver (Wait *til’ your father comes home) ,
and rfsdnsecertain focilation-a v 11 o1e w 1c !eﬁngle parents or
fanilies conldn't afford. | e ~

Our attidude to different parts of the Uonons' Movement .

Our feelings as men, with and w1thout chlldren, oout chlldren

And nmany more con51doratlons.'“ “ o SR T

WE DECIDED to ﬂrrange sone klnd of bonf1re<parjz w1th food und with
Parliament on the Eyre. rather -than Guy. Fawkes 'the only person to
enter Porliament with ood; intentions'. (contact Keith Venables 789826)
To encourage children to go to the picket on Wed Nov 2nd at B & H

To take children To the plctures than out for the day on Sat 12 Now:

To hold a further mec¢ting . on Wednesday 9th Navember at 10anm at

118 bansfield Rd, Nottinghan. On the agendz is Baby Sittine dn the
Ethlng nd 595 contlnuatlon af Ethe last discuesions = -

G XY | KLV 2%
* % The word 'Playgroup'! is prefered to‘Crechd through out this account




R A C E. PO DA Y voice of the black community in Britain.

'RACE TODAY 18 an excellent mavas:Lneo Avallzble from Mushroom.Bookshop
and, on subscription, for £3 from 74 Shakespeare Rd., London SE24 or
;from Nottlngham Antl Fascl t Commlttee 1t copears about every 6 weeks.

Startlng orlglnally as a nagaslne of the race relatlcns 1ndustry a'ﬂ
group of blacks fought a struggle and took it over to eventually
produce an 1ndependent i reVoluulonary nagasine. The content has
changed over the last few years, originally including a lot of short
news item but more recently covering struggles in greater depth.

The magasine's editorial collective gauge the magasine by the.
practical involvement in the struggle of the people around RACE ‘TODAY.
For example, one editor; Darcus Howe (who despite the existance of

a collective seenms to be the editor—in-chief) has played an active
~part in the developmenu of the West Indian Carnival. Others ‘have
worked within the Bengdll Hous’ng Actlcn Group. Black Parents Movement
and a Black Uomens Groun. B ; - % |

This is both a strength and a weakness. RACE TODAY's strength is that
this kind of political involvement in the various struggles of the
1mm1grant community builds up these organisations - a vital
neces51tyo More than- thls, lt means that the analysis in ‘the articles
is clearer and has grown up W1th1n chese contemporary struggles, thelr
‘lessons, dlSCOVOllCS, allureo St s

There is a great scle s—on how tine wowﬁlrg»class, and most espec1ally
the black sectiou cf that class, can gain power; power in the battle
to resist racist attaocks, to live a little better, to. turn the class
struggle in its favouir. 5 such there isn't nuch debate on. - the
ldeological politics of tne countries of origin, and neither is there
a tThird VWor ldist! pe"snecclfe 1¢ assuriing that all the struggle that
counts happens in- the poor underdeveloped countrles.

The weakness has bee: shownr in recent issue where the 1mprlsonment

of one of the editors and the events around Carnival-have taken up
rost of the time of the editors and the pages. of RACE TCDAY. Important
questions like the attidude of blacks to the NF marching at Lewisham
are not considered.

RACE TODAY's EDITORIALS -are particularly valuable. I consider it a. major
task of any group of revolutionaries to analise the present state of

the class struggle and oiffexr that qnalysls to the movenent. In doing this
RACE TODAY have prO"ided‘a"sound (o p0l1t1 S thdn I've seen anywhere elsee.

ON ANTTI FASCIST DEMOS

A gatherlng ot mhlte teft=-wing and llberal forces can not 3
be mistaken for a moblllsatlon of the uhlte working class'i (1)

WHITE WORKING CLASS wnen dlSCUaSlﬂg the suggestlon.that Enoch Powell
should be prosecuted rnder Lhe Ruce_Rela ions Act thcy point out

"eeeoprosecutions under any act will not stop Powell. ... Hcre is

a man whose political power ond future depends on the white working
class reaction to h s call to arns, against the black population.
(Powell's defeat) :.. can only be brought about when white -
workers! recognise, as: a contribution to their own struggles,

the power, the method, the ‘very mood of the blacks who nake

2 move on the streets of Notting Hill, in the 4sian ghettoes of
London, on the shop floors of factories, in the industrial

centres of Babylon." (2)

Powell is seen a2s a politician who fears the power of the black
working class because hc has correctly analysed it.

INTERNATIONALISM a partlcularly 1mportant.ed1torial (3) explains:

"As black workers in Britain, we are, by definition,y part of an .
international working class...we are both part of the working

e S S— — ——

1« June 1976 2. February 1977 3. Novemi -~ 1976




class of the metropolls and the exported muscle of tho Carlbbean,
-.South Asia and Afrlca.ﬁxf - - s | | ;

MULTIRACTAL- WORKING CLASS '; ‘thé 1nterdependence of 1mmlgrants 1n81de
- ‘and outside ‘the netropolis is considered along w1th thc changed class
composition in Britain. For exauple, ' SEl i

‘"Of the 23,000 workers at the Ford Dqgenhan Estate” 60% wre "f"
“black = West Indian and Asian: In the body plant 70%," 4
PoTeho 60% of 5,000 workers" = (3) L _’-H

BLACK WOMEN » an cxcellent artlcle 1Black women- and the Carlbbean
¢;Comnun1ty deseribed sone of the probloms of 50s West Indian inmnig=
ration for wonen and some of:the organisation such as the. backbone
of the nurses strike whlch they develeopeds G e

~ ROOTS, ROCK REGGAE -1 there is “lways political coverage of cultural
events - pootry, B.K. dsian festival, C.L.R. Jaries on the T N n
programme ROOTS. Further, one of the editors has written an excellent
collection. of short stortes 'EAST END AT YOUR FEET' . | ;

BLACK YOUTH VANGUARD ' an important part of RACE TODAY' analy81s
is to argue that its black and asilan youth who are showing the way .
;agalnst police harassment, ‘racist attacks or the tightening up o iy

* work rdisdipline in the crisis. This is certainly true, but RACE TODAY
only indicate the positive side of this, the power againct’ cdpitale
-While this power does insist that more passive sections of the
working class wake up o little is said about relationships to:.other. . -
sections, for- example black to asian and especially the hostility

w0l a 1ok of black and white women to sex1st black nene J--;.:u'" |

Although RACE TODAY may sometlmes glve the 1mpresslpn that thlngs are
going better than they res 1ly are i would sumgest 1t to be valuable
reading 80, subscrihel““ | |

RACE TODAY  voice of tho black comnunlty in Brltaln R 25p“

| THE_ROAD MAKE TO WALK ON CARNIVAL DAY (Race Today Collectlve) 50p.
.57 END AT YOUR FEET TFarukh Dhondy 40p e i

Bang P

; oRARCHLIGHT - Brltdlns nntl basc1st Journdl BOp-dmonthly-

* “Nosone on the left has got better contacts to keep tabs on the

organisations of the extreme right than Maurice Ludmer, editor of
Sedrchllght. Established quite a few years now (I think, since the
elections 1n the early 60s when o racist goined a seat in. Blrmlngham)
Searchlight ‘has consistently exposed the Nazi background of the

. National Front's leadership, shown various links between dlfferent
extrene right organisations in Britain and throughout the world.“-

Thig - issue. (NOVEMBER) 1ncludes NF-Nazi . and KKK Llnks Exposed-
'ﬁNiFT and Ra01sn e and i “What Fascist P pers Say (regulqr feature) .

'uearchl g’ da undoubtedly very uscful 1nfornat1ve and usually
1ccurate. The polltlcs, however, are not so good. What. cla ilms ‘to be
'Britains Anti Fascist Journal' spnds the vast nagorlty of its cffort
on. Na21 and Internatlonql Fascist Linkages, rarely covering racisn,
sexisn or any of the wider spects of modern extrene rlght politics
except to insist how similar to past deClsms they aree

The situation before the Second World War in-which Hitler and: &= ..
Mussolini rose to power no. longer existse.. qultgllsm is dlfferent and
fascist groupings nust have a dlfferent role to plﬂy.‘ Just to compare
the NF with the Nazis, as Searchlights influencial leaflet 'Exposing
the Hatemongers' does can leave the scope wide open. for British
nationalism 6f the kind which says 'We (the British!) won the war and
defeated German faascisn', KTV
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Ever since the Red Lion Square scramble where the left

wals

tried to stop the fascists barehanded, but in fact got
smashed open by a ruthless, mounted police, some
women in the Women’s Liberation Movement have been
discussing how to counter fascists, using different
tactics. On 13 August 300 women marched in |
Lewisham, London, under the ‘Women Against Racism
and Fascism’ banner to oppose a National Front march
through an area where many black people live.

We asked two women from the London Women Against Racism
and Fascism Group, and one from a local women'’s group, to write

about the march.

4

a bunch of avowed racists and
fascists who are arrogant
enough to believe they can
openly harrass, assault and
intimidate blacks, socialists,
women and gays. Together we
form the target of their attacks
both ideologically and physical
ly and we form the hard core
of the anti-fascist movement.
As there was no organised
women’s presence on the April
23 anti-NF demonstration in
Wood Green, L.ondon, the
Women Against Racism and
Fascism group was formed -
we subsequently saw part of
our work as initiating and help-
ing build a national Women's
Liberation Movement contin-
gent on the Lewisham counter
demonstration. We had alread
affiliated to the All London
Anti-Racist Anti-Fascist
Campaign Commiitee. T
Witk because we saw

We were there as part

of a united front against

e S —— - et e S

as part of a united and broad-
based movement against the
NF and the growth of the
extreme right. We also wanted
Lo raise feminist issues and
develop a socialist-feminist
analysis and approach in the
anti fascist movement. So
representatives from our group
were involved in the planning
stages of Lewisham.

As many women have found
in local anti-fascist work, the
elt, unfortunately, often have
narrow conceptions of the
struggle against fascism. Focus-
solely on the ‘“‘public
" of faseism ignores all
the olher ways that fascism
gains ground. For example, the
NEF have traditionally exploited

ism in the community by

wverting tenants associations

n housing struggles to

cuvities, In not seeing
s such as sexualily, the
. Lthe links between
iCISM as main-
ol

et

Sing
g~

ta0ce

i ! A8

\

“National Front is a Racialist Front'
- as they readily admit in their posce

fascism, opportunities are lost
for combatting the growth of
the right. We have been treated
with lack of understanding by
many of the male “comrades”’
who, although they were often
too “polite” to say so, viewed
our political identity as femin-
ists against racism and fascism
as an anomaly within that
movement,

Building for the Lewisham
counter-do was both tense and
harrowing since there were so
many unknown. -- the size of
the NF march, the role and
tactics the police would adopt,
and matters were further
complicated by the decision
of the All London Campaign
Against Racism and Fascism
to hold a march at 11am
which would disperse at the
police blockade a good mile
from the NF assembly point.
The police then announced
that anyone found in the area
between the dispersal point
of the march and New Cross
where the Front were assembl-
ing, “looking like a counter-
demonstrator’’ would be
arrested.

The Socialist Workers Party
relentlessly and individualisti-
cally pursued their own
planning for confrontation,
and the coordinating commit-
tee meetings became a battle
ground for these two positions,

E

netther of which we supported

- As with all “united fronts”’

there was the usual infighting
for leadership and political
dominance which posed a
problem for us as feminists,
since debate was restricted and
polarised.

Acknowledging Fear
When the morning came, we
were all utterly amazed at the

_size of the Women’s Liberation

contingent, which, with the
gay groups, was one of Hhg
largest there. The level ./
solidarity and concern whi.h
women showed each other was
apparent to other demonstra-
tors. Not separating off
“politics’’ as a completely
different sphere in our lives
enabled us to give each other

a lot of support and to acknow-
ledge the fear we individually

- felt as real areas of political

relevance.

Our experience at Lewisham,
particularly when the police
horses charged us after sealing

us in, has made us feel that a
complete re-appraisal of tactics
is necessary.

Firstly, much more anti-
fascist work must be done and
links found in the community
so that, on occasions such as
Lewisham, when it becomes
necessary physically to prevent
the NF having any public
plaiform, this is seen as a
culmination of such work, and
not as an isolated battle of two.
opposing forces.

Secondly, recent intensifica-
tion of police offensives,
against trade union militancy,
black struggles, anti-fascist
work, etc., and their ever-
increasing expertise in militaris-
tic tacties for crowd control
and dispersal, have rendered
obsolete attitudes we have held
and strategies we have adopted,
As feminists we wish to
question the standard forms
of resistance which the trade
union movement adopts, and
work towards more flexible
ways of showing our strength,
other than “brute force”’,

We hope Lewisham was just
the beginning of an organised
feminist resistance to fascism.
We think it's important that
racism and fascism are taken
up as of vital concern to all of
us. As we become more solid
in our opposition and in the
development of our analysis,
we will be able to bring our
perspective to the anti-fascist
movement and create inlatives

as well as responding to the..

of others.[]

This was written by Sue Lee
and Angie Todd, and doesn't
necessarily represent the views
of all the women in the group.
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lohn Merrington—
it's not a
Thirties rerun

HOW far can the fascist tendencies visile
today in the capitalist West be secn as
signs of a repetition of the Twenties and
Thirties?

e memory ol the greatest-ever defeat
of democracy and the labour movement
dies hard. But simple parallels and “‘less-

ons’’ are drawn too easily — fascism is a
convenient bogey on the left.

Fascism was only one alternative political solu-
tion among others to the universal capitalist
crisis of the inter-war period. It succeeded
where the democratic organisation of the state
had broken down, where no secure Parliamen-
tary majority could be found to ensure mass
support behind national policies for reconstruc-
tion and full employment.

Left organisations — who might, in theoty, have
benefited from the situation — had no policies,
and by default were identified with the univer-
sal policy of austerity and wage cuts. Reformr
ists and revolutionaries alike believed nothing
needed to be done either to kill capitalism or to
save it. If this was an ordinary crisis, it would
blow over, and the main thing was to preserve
‘organisation and bargaining power at all costs.

If it was not an ordinary crisis, capitalism was
finished and no action was necessary Lo reveal
this to everybody. They failed to use the armed
force they had available, waited, and partici-
pated in elections. The fascists had no such
‘qualms about illegality.
Fascism replaced the liberal state by a one party
“movement-state” which operated by means of
terror and the militarisation of everyday bife;
and destroyed all independent working class
organisation. But the tendency towards new
and stronger forms of state control was a
universal feature, common to the democracies
as well. At the end of the Twenties British and
German social democrat governments collapsed.
In Britain, right-wing labour leaders joihed the
National Government of 1931 on a platform of
austerity designed to save sterling. With such a
coalition a fascist solution was unnecessary from
from the start.

In no case did fascist movements seize power by
force: their leaders took office as caretakers of
National Governments. Even Mussolini’s March
on Rome was stage-managed in collaboration
with conservative parliamentarians. Conserva-
tive lsaders turned ta the fascists as a last resort
because only they had a right-wing mass follow-
ing. The fascist revolution is a myth, but a myth
that had to be fostered in order to give their
supporters the illusion of real change.

The recovery programmes of the democracies’
did not differ very much from the fascist ones.
The “Mational Self-Sufficiency’’ programme
Keynes advocated in 1933 was followed
through more fully in fascist countries than
elsewhere.

It is no accident that the most radical and plau-
sible proposals to deal with the mass unemploy-
ment of the early thirties came from Mosley,
later leader of the Blackshirts. They were
Keynsian proposals, they could have been
applied by any party, but were rejected by all,

Martin Webster . National Front

forcing Mosley to found the British Union of
Fascists. Too radical for Britain at the time,
they were put into practice by Roosevelt in the
USA, and by the Nazis, and subsequently in
Britain. People who still say that Mosley could
have been leader of either the Tory or the [.ab-
our Party forget how much this reveals about
both.

Keynes himself had a sneaking admiration for
the radical possibilities of the Nazi gconomic
system. In 1936 he wrote in the preface 1o the
German edition of his General Theory : "The
theory of production as a whole which is the
goal of this book, can much more casily be
adapted tothe conditions of the total state. . .
in which state intervention is more extensive.”

Fascist regimes were not an aberration in this
context, let alone proof of the “‘bankruptey’” of
the system (as the marxist left claimed) - they
represented one political way to reach a planned,
full employment capitalism, satisfying the
demand for work through militarisation. As
such they were widely admired in Western rul-
ing circles.

What can we learn from this about the situation
that confronts the Left today? -

FFascism is not, as is aften thought, the same as
it was 40 years ago. The liberal state, that the
fascists overthrew, has died long ago. The in-
corporation of the Trades Unions into the state
planning apparatus is now accepted by all
parliamentary parties; it is the condition upon

which capitalism today can continue to func-
tion. To abolish working class organisations, as
the fascists did, is unthinkablé to modern capi-
talists. Putting Jack Jones in a concentration
camp would not serve anybod y's interests. Who
needs fascism when you've got the Social Con-
tract?

Secondly, the masses will no longer accept
work at any price, as they were driven to in the
‘30’s. The industrial reserve army cannot be
manipulated and subjected to military disciphne
in the old way. Unemployment is now a per-
manent feature of a more capital intensive in-
dustrial system, and it was after all the success
of the Nazis in providing work that was their
main source of mass support. Nobody is going
to march happily along in a labour battalion
singing patriotic songs in 1976.

If fascism today is not an alternative project
for power, what is it? It is reduced to its racist,
anti-minority component, which was not the
force that brought any fascist regime to power
between the wars. But it has a no less import-
ant function today: exploiting competition for

jobs, dividing and isolating different sectors of

struggle, and thereby contributing to the over-
all “strategy of permanent crisis.” This is essen-
tial to the state's policy of austerity now being
forced on the working class throughout the
capitalist world. THE LEVvELLER Nev 76

TO REG BUTLER, A
SCULPTOR OF BRONZE
HARLOTS.

Like Adam
You have created woman
But without the divine
touch.
Your bronze woman is a
timeless whore
Her genitala splayed
Are yours, not hers,
Are all mens'
As men perceive women.
As if to expiate your lust
You tell me of compassion
For the rose grown old,
The shrunken hag
This Cleo must become.
You,
The man, the artist,
Remain agelessly aloof,
Plucking in painted bronze
New Blossoms.
So men depict, their prize,
Their perfect specimen,
The flawless bloom.
Her lower lips
Are childlike, closed.
The rape has just begun.
Ruth Wilson

ion bodies. Credentials 50p from
265a Seven Sisters Road, London N4.
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FOR A DEMOCRATIC CAMPAIGHN
AGRINST BALISN AND FRICISH

The Present-Situation

Fascism is on the advance in Britain. As capitalism staggers
on from one crisis to another mass unemployment rises, living
standards fall, housing conditions worsen and spending on
education and social services is ruthlessly out. These are
the concrete conditions out of which fascism emerges:and grows.
The fascists are able to win a following because they offer
"solutions" to these very real and immediate problems. -

At the same time no effective anti-fascist movement has been
developed to combat the ideological challenge of fascism. Up

to now the anti-fascist movement has mostly consisted of a loose
amalgam of small left-wing groups. Its main tactics have been
physical confrontation with the fascists and more recently the
standing of anti-fascist camdidates in elections. As for any
overall strategy against fascism, this has been totally absent.

The important point to grasp is that the fight against racism
and fascism is primarily a matter of ideological struggle and
only secondarily .a matter of physical confrontation. Fascists
are able to gain. influence because they take up the issues that
people are really concerned about - unemployment, rising prices,
housing, education, etc. These are the fronts upon which the
fascist assault is concentrated and it is in these areas that
the main thrust of the counter-attack must be mounted.

The fascists certainly must be confronted when they hold marches

in the streets and meetings in public places. But it should be
remembered that if the fascists can arrange such esvents then they
have .already won considerable influence for their outlook. Opposing
them at this stage alone is shutting the stable door after the |
horse has bolted.: As for standing candidates in elections, this
has proved to be a public display of weekness on the part of some
left-wing clements. The National Front candidates easily beat the
left-wingers who typically receive the sort of derisory vote hormally
reserved for flat-earthers. The whole emphasis of this style of
anti-fascist work is organisational rather thah pdlitical. The
struggle against racism and fastism is seen as essentially a
competition betweeh the left and right in terms of humberss who

can mobilise the most people for a demonstration or election
campaign. As for ths great mass of people, they are effectively
treated as an inert object, something which can be pulled this

way or pushed that way according to the relative organisational
strengths of the left and the right. This approach to the anti-
fascist struggle is devoid of any real political content and in the
long=-run tould easily be a recipe for disaster.

An effective campaign against racism and fascism can only be waged
on the basis of a strategy and tactics which clearly recognises
the ideolongical character of the struggle and which sets out to
combat raciesm and fascism at their roots.



Strateqy

Fascism is, in its essence, a political strategy resorted to by the
monopoly capitalist ruling class when faced with grave economic
crisis and rising working class unrest. Its real aim is to shore

up the decaying capitalist system of mass exploitation of the s
working class. This can conly be done by holding down and reducing
working class 'incomes so as to inczease capitalist class profits.- -
At present in Britain the monopoly capitalists are trying to bring
this about by using trade union leaders and the Labour Party to-
deceive the working class and trick us into voluntary acceptance

of cuts in our living standards, as in the case of the Social
Contract. It will be only if this strateqgy fails to work, if the
working class stops co-operating and starts resisting, that the
monopoly capitalist class will turn to outright fascism. Then

they would begin 'to pour money into the National Front, use the
police and army in an incresasingly onpressive way and eventually
place a fascist government in power in order to quickly and violently .
smash any resistance and abolish our democratic political and

economic rights. -

The capitalist state hss elready begun to whittle away our hard-

won democratic rinhts. Successive Tory and Labour governments have
implemented 2 wholec s=ories of racist immigration laws. In addition
to depriving meany pecpla of thelr Pritish citizenship this legislatio
has contributéd to making raciem respectable., Civil rights are being
curtailed by a grouing body of oppressive laus such as the Prevention
of Terrorism Act and the Criminal Trespass Law. Economic rights are
being restricted by measures like the legally-enforced clased shop
which increasinogly incorporate the trade unions into the state Lo
apparatus. Tha monocpoly capitalist class in Britain are slowly sliding
down the slippery olupe leading to fascism. The democratic rights ”
of the great mass of people are steadily being eroded.

Racism and facciem arc endemic to monopoly capitalism and become
contagious curing pericds of crisis. In the long run the only final
way to defeat fascizm is through the abolition of capitalism by means
of proletarian rovolution., PBut the revolutionary movement in Britain
is in its infancy. It will be many years before an ef fective revolu-
tionary movement and party ave built. Uhat is more, if the fascists
ever did achieve state power this would be a massive defeat for the
working class and a great setback for its revolutionary movement.
Under a fascist distatorship revolutionary political work would
become a thousand timee ror2 difficult than it is now. Indeed, the
maintenance of baurocois dsmocratic rights is a necessary condition
for the building of a revolutionary movement. The struggle for
revolution must be accompanied by a struggle against reaction,

0

However, the stzuggle against Tascism is not identical with the
struggle fcr sosielien, The struggle for socialism is directed
against capitalism in all:its Torms, both dictatorial and democratic.
It must be clearly undcrstood that the struggle against racism and
fascism is in ite porilive acpect the struggle for the retention of
bourgeois democratic rigints. The hostility of fascism to bourgeois
liberal democracy mc=kes it the objective enemy not just of the working
class but of all clesses except for the monopoly capitalists and their
immediate functionaries. Therefore, it is in the real interests of
the great mass of people to oppose racism and facism. Consequently,
our strategic aim must be to unite anyone and everyone who can be
united on the bssis of uncompromising opposition to racism and fascism
in all their varicus forms. The correct spproach to anti-fascist work

is to build = broadly-based democratic campaign against fascism.




Facism will not be kept at bay solely by a collectlon of" left-wlng
groups. It can only be held in check if large sections of the

_p0pulat10n are drawn ‘into the struggle against Fasc1sm and for
the preservatlon of democratlc rights.

Our strategic aim must be to build the widest possible democratic
campaign against racism and fascism.

Tactics

How can a democratic campaign ageainst fascism be brought into
existence? Only the most politically conscious sections of the
working class are capable of taking the 1n1tlat1ve° Many people
of a bourgeois llberal gutloock are opposed to racism and fascism
but historical experlence shows that if left to themselves such
elements only recognise the necessity for active opposition when
it is too late. It is the task of the left to win these people
over to a democratlc campalgn°

The bu1ld1ng of a democratlc campaign must begin with those’ persons
and organisations ‘who are in the front line of the F3501st assault°37'

I. Minority Ethnic Groups - the fascists black people and Jews feor
the social ills we suffer as a result of capitalism. These people
have a most important place_ln a democratlc campaign,

2, Emglozment - the fascists claim unemployment and falling living
standards are due to the presence of black workers in Britain.
Trade union branches and claimants unions must be drawn into a
democratic campaign.

-3, Housing - the fascists blame poor housing conditions on black
people. Bulldlng workers, terants associations, community assoc-
iations and hous1ng action groups must be part of a democratlc
campaign. |

4., Educatlon - the Fascistq claim black children pull down
educatlonal standards. Teachers, parent- ~teacher associations
and various organisations concerned with education must be won
over for a demccratic campailgn.

5. Social Services - the fascists assert that black people place
a strain on the various social services. Medical workers, social
workers, etc. have'a role to play in a democratic campaign.

6. Women - the f8801sts oppose changes in the subordinate status
of women. UWomen's organlsatlons,4both the newer ones and the more
traditional ones should be -involved in a democratic Campalgn.

7. Youth - the fascists make a partlcular point of recruiting
young peop199 especially the unemployed. Student organisations and
youth organlsatlons must take a part in a democratic campalgn.

In brief, anybody and everybody who would firmly oppose racism and
fascism must be drawn into a democratic campaign. This could
include various religious organisations and voluntary bodies such
as the Workers Educational Association. The main part of the work
of a democratic campaign would be conducted within its constltuent
organisations. For example, the best way to combat racism and
fascism in the area of housing is through tenant and community
assoclations,




What about the major political parties? Can they and their
constituent polltlral bodies be part of a democratic campaign? The
Conservative, lLabour and Liberal parties have enacted and supported
racist immigration laws. Furthermore, they have implemented legis-
lation restricting political and economic rights. They all claim
to be opposed to racism and fascism but their policies legitimise
the former and open the way for the latter, At the present time
these parties are ineliqible for membership because they do not
uncompromisingly oppose racism and fascism in all their verious
forms.,

However, it is most 1mpo~tant to expose *he challenge the antl-
democratic character of their policies. And individual members: of
these parties should bz encocuragsd to do so by means of allowing

such persons to participate on an individual basis in a democratic
campaign. At election times the correct approach is to challenge
the candidates of the major parties to unreservedly commit themselves:
to outright opposition to racism and fascism. This would have to -
include a pledge to cppose the policies of their own parties that

are of an anti-democratic kind. A broadly-based democratic campaign
truly representative of large numbers of people, could effectively
make this kind of challenge. Candidates who failed to respond in a
positive way would be actively campaigned agalnst by encouraglng
people not to vote for them.

Organisation

It will not be an casy tesk to bring into existence a democratic
campaign against rccism and fascism. Much patient hard work is
required. Many of the eligible organisations will not be immediately
responsive. The building of a democratic campaign will take a
considerable pericd of time to achieve, |

In the first instance those organisations with the most immediate
reasons for wanting tn participate should be approached. For example,
those trade union branches with a high proportion of black members
are more likely to affiliate than are ones with few black members.

" Once the participation c¢f some branches has been secured these can:
be the base whereby coprosches can be made to other branches, The
same considerations apply to other types of organisations. In the
case of women's orecznisabions those who are already concerned about
racism and fasciem would hs the steppirg stone to ones that are at
present less avare, .Nad -so on,

A democratic campaign must have deafinite aims, a formal constitu-
tion and clear conditione of affiliation for orgahlsatlons and
individuals. Ths ini%tial aims chould be as general as possible
witholt at the z2zoma tidGo pemniorizing on basic pringipless

To actively opipose raciem, Tascism _and all
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A detailed list of demandsz, e.n0. "No Platform for Fascists", is not
appropriate at the ocutsst. It has to be recognised that the various
participants in a ‘democratic campaign would be at different levels

of political amarenes ,. Many of them would not at the outset be
willing to take up the sort of positions that the left groups already
hold. People must learn through their own experiences in active
struggle what are tha necessary measures to effectively combat

racism and fascism. 7he stance of a democratic campaign would

become increasingly militan%t as the struggle developed. UWe must




begin by understanding the level of political consciousness now
generally prevailing and take this as our starting polnt for further
development | * >
This need in no way inhibit the actions of the left wing groups.
They could continue to pursue their work against racism .and fascism
-in addition to work within a democratic campaign. . But there is no
point in adopting a stance of opposition to those who seriously oppose
racism and fascism but who, in our opinion, are at present: unwllllng
to take certain necessary actions. Such persons must be criticised -
but in such a way as to encourage them to go beyond the limitations
of their present outlook.

A_Proposal for Joint Action

In short, we say. that we.do. not. believe the ‘threat of rac1sm and
fascism will be kept doun simply by means of -left wlng Qroups -
physically harrassing and standing against fascists at elections.
Racism and fascism must be primarily engaged at their roots in the -
various aspects of the life of the community. This can only be done
by means of progree81vely drawing in the widest and largest number
of people possible into this essentially democratic struggle.

The Nottingham Commun;st.GrOUp welcomes constructive cemments'eh_ ;
this statement and would like to enter into discussion with any
organisations and individuals seriously interested in 1mplement1ng

proposals along the general lines set out here.

NOTTINGHAM COMMUNIST GROUP
| c/o Flat 2
10, Villa Read,
Nottingham,
NG3 4GG.
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"T'he works of Marx, Ingels, Lenin and Stalin are there, my
works are there, but you simply refuse to study." .
- - Mao Tse-tung -

g

Isn't it about time you got down to some serious reading on
Marxism-Leninism? :

Here are just a few of the incredibly cheap'titles we have
availlable:

KAitLh MARK, Preface and Introduction %o 'kaéntrlbutlon to
the Critiqgue of Political mconomz —~ Marx outlines and dlscusses
his dialectical method of analysis - 63 pages,'IS pence -

fﬁLDLﬂiCK BNGELS, Anti-Duhring - his magor'work on the
philosophy of dlalectlcal materialism and essential readinz for
those who wish to grasp materialist dialectics - 496 pages, 60

pence

Vel. LENIN, Materialism and bmpirio-Criticism - hlS

philosophical tour de force against "Marxists" who regeot
dialectical materialism - 450 pages, 50 pence | ,

J.V. STALIN, The Foundations of Leninism - a.clear'and”‘
brilliant exposition of Lenin's contributions to Marxist theory
and practice <~ 123 pages, 15 pence

J.V. STALIN, On the Opposition - his struggle against
LTrotsky and other "left" opportunists during 1921-27 - 921
pages, 85 pence’

J.V. STALIN, Problems of Leninism - covers the period up to
1939 and 1ncludes criticism of Bukharin and CO. — 961 pages, 90
pence

BRUCE FRANKLIN, Staline: A Cyitical Assessment - an American
Marxist-Leninist demolishes the reactionary myths about Uncle
Joe - 22 pages, 2D . pence

LAO le—TUNG, celected Headings - contalins many of his most

important writings and 1is a good introduction to Mao's
distinctive contributions to Marxism - 504 pages; 50 pence

MAO TSE-TUNG, Four Lssays on Philosophy - a very clear
exposition of the Manlst—Lenlnlst theory of knowledge and method
of analysis together with their concrete upplloatlon - 136 Da*es,

20 pence

MAO TSOL-TUNG, Poems - contains thirty nine poems including
some not previously translated - "l'oday the autumn wind still
sirhs, But the world has changedl!" =~ 64 pages, paper cover 30
pence, s8ilk binding 50 pence

A1l of these and many more are obtainable from the
NOTTINGHAM COMMUNIST GnOUP
oo Blat 2.
40, Vilis Hoad,
Nottingham NG3 4GG
Phone: Nottingham 604991
(Off Mansfield Road and opposite to Cowley's Bookshop)




For the first time in the history of the People’s Republic |

of China, a Western film—maker has been given carte
blanche to film a living portrait of the people of China —

one which *“‘amounts, perhaps uniquely, to portraying a |

way of thought, as well as a way of life” (The Times).

Not by chance, the privilege was granted to Joris Ivens,

one of the world’s greatest film—makers.

Over the past 50 years, Ivens has filmed in most parts of the world where
people were making history - in Spain (SPANISH EARTH), in Vietnam
(SEVENTEENTH PARALLEL), in Cuba, Chile and Laos; in the U.S.A.

INTERVIEW

No-one, before you, had been able
to film in China under such favour-
able conditions. How do you
account for the exceptional facilities
made available to you?

Joris: For a long time 1 have been
in touch with the Chinese revolu-
tionaries; and I think this explains,
at least in part, our privileged situa-
tion. In 1937, when I was filming
the struggle between the Spanish
Republicans and the Fascists, the
same anti-fascist battle was going
on at the other end of the globe,
where the Chinese people were try-
ing to stop the Japanese invasion.
To film this invasion, I went to
China in 1938 and made 400
MILLION. At this time, the Com-
munists were allied with the
Kuomintang. After [ finished the
film, I met Chou En-lai and he ex-
plained to me the difficulties the

revolutionaries had in Yenan. *“We
do have a few cameramen,” he
said, “‘but no camera.” I was ready
to go back to the States, my job
finished, so I decided to give them,
my poygtable camera. Chou En-lai
himself arranged the secret meeting
during which I gave my camera and
2,000 meters of film to an envoy
from Yenan. We had to be very cau-
tious because we were watched
very closely by Chiang Kai-chek’s
agents. This very same camera
was, for the revolutionaries, the |

beginning of the Chinese cinema;
and all of the pictures of Mao Tse-
tung in particular and the ones of
Norman Bethune taken in Yenan
were filmed with it. The Chinese
do not forget such circumstances
and this is why I was invited, in
1958 by the Chinese filmmakers to
come back to China. There, in the
Museum of the Revolution, I hap-
pernied to see the same camera I had
given them years before. I met Chou
En-lai again, and he was now Prime
Minister. It was at the time of the
Great Leap Forward and the
Chinese filmmakers had just dis-
covered colour film. We worked
together and experimented on
films to produce a colour process
to the best of cur dhaluy The one

Jons lvens and Marceline Londan, filmmg in Chma.

e |

EARTH) - and twice before in China.

For the past ten years he has worked together with Marceline Loridan (on
SEVENTEENTH PARALLEL, THE PEOPLE AND THEIR GUNS and
MEETING WITH PRESIDENT HO CHI MINH) - and it was at the
personal invitation of ‘Chou En-Lai that they spent 18 months living and
filming in China - and a further 18 months editing their material into its
12-hour form: HOW YUKONG MOVED THE MOUNTAINS

final,

- How Yukon Moved the Mountaing is made in
five self contained programmes which do
not require any special order of viewing.
Nottingham Film Theatre is initially
showing four of the programmes only.

When HOW YUKONG MOVED THE MOUNTAINS opened in Paris,
amidst the acclaim was the followmg comment from French philosopher
Michel Foucault: “I had the impression not only of learning about China
but of seeing, in this intense political reahty, that no discussion can
convey, the only place where ‘political life’ is the very existence of the
people. This is what makes the film both beautiful and politically intense.”

NOTTINGHAM FILM THEATRE, BROAD STREET
'HOW YUKON MOVED THE MOUNTAINS

THE PHARMACY/ AN ARMY CAMP
Sun 13 Nov THE OILFIELDS/ A CITY

A WOMAN, A FAMILY/ THE OPERA
THE FISHING VILLAGE/ CIRCUS

Sat 12 Nov

Sat 26 Nov
Sun 27 Nov

4.30 & 7.45 except Sat 26 Nov 4.30 & 7.30
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made in Mongolia at —30°C was
probably the most successful. This
continual relationship brought
strong ties with the Chinese
leaders and the filmmakers. Then
the British troops landed in
[Lebanon, which started demonstra-
tions all over China. At that time, I
produced a short film in Peking
about this new situation and called
it 600 MILLION WITH YOU. I
went to China again in 1965, and
this time Marceline was with me.
Later on in 1971 we went back
together for four months, to gather
information soon after the cultural
revolution. We wanted to know
the exact facts and the meaning of
this revolution. Little by little, the
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(THE POWER AND THE LAND); in his native Holland (THE NEW

idea of making a fiilm about the
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revolution emerged; and soon
became very real when we met
Chou En-lai who reproached me
for having come without my

camera.

Did you have any problems financ-
ing the film?

Marceline: Yes, because we had
no money. Fortunately the Centre
National du Cinema (C.N.C.) gave |
us an advance against income, SO
we started with that and left for
China with our movie equipment
and enough film to shoot with for
four months. We planned to make
a film that would run for three or
four hours, a film that would .give
a sort of synthetic image of the
China of 1973.

However, when faced with reality,
the problems were so big, the
number and diversity of the topics
so large, and the possibilities
offered so great, that we worked
and shot the film without interrup-
tion for a year and a half.

I had to come back to France
several times to take care of finan-
cial problems. We again received
several advance loans on future
profits, which allowed us to con-
tinue our project; but it was not
enough and we had to borrow

from other sources.

In China, we had a sort of
exchange agreement. Joris, who
had been a professor in a docu-

mentary film school in Peking for
quite some time, formed a crew of
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techaicians for cinema verite which
was unknown In China. As for
myseif, I showed them how to do
the sound recording, thus the cost
of the film was much less than
expecied. However, the Chinese
never considered a co-production
and wanied us to be entirely res-
ponsible for our work, financially
as well as politically.

tha

Wouldn’t vou say that you were,
more or less, a t{ravelling cinema
school?

Joris: Yes, exactly - a cinema
school operating for a year and a
half.

How long did it take you to edit

. the film?

- Marceline: Also a year and a half.

All together.it took from 1973
through 1975 to finish the film.

Anyone familiar with Chinese
cinema can see that their methods
of filming and the style of their

images are entirely different from

yours. [did you have serious diffi-
culties with the Chinese techmicians
during your collaboration with
them?

Joris: When 1 was filming in China
in 1963 and 1965 1 was already in
need of a cameraman. In order to
find one I viewed a number of
films until I found one which
showed the qualities I was looking
for. Subsequently, the cameraman
[ found was entirely satisfactory.
On the other hand, another whom 1
chose in the same manner did not
adapt to my way of working. This
does not mean that he lacked tal-
ent. But Chinese cinema is differ-
ent from ours; it 1S more contem-
plative and static.

The camera is not part of the
action, but a witness, an observer.
According to the old Chinese phil-
osophy: ‘“‘Man stands between
heaven and earth and looks at the
ten thousand things of the uni-
verse.”” The result is that the
camera does not move. For a
Chinese cameraman, to understand
that he can move along with the
camera, is confusing; and often
when he finally does, he goes to the
extreme and moves too much. You
have to explain to him the role
and function of each movement of
the camera.

Another important point to
bring out about Chinese cinema is
that, in general, you don’t have as
many close-ups as in ours, It is
more or less part of their cultural
tradition. Genera.ly, in their visual
art, you don’t see close-ups of
people, except perhaps in the
Buddhist tradition, so I had to ex-

| plain their purpose and why close

framings were necessary. It took
me a long time to make them
understand, because you must have
patience if you want to convince

them. To impose your arguments,

as you can do in other countries, is
out of the question. This is also part
ot their cultural revolution.

You don’t speak Chinese; how did
you manage?

Marceline: We had two
interpreters with us, the same ones
for a year and a nalf. After a few
months they were like real film
assistants. Sometimes they were
assisted by local interpreters,

-
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recruited on the spot to help them
with dialect terms, because not

i only words had to be translated,

but feelings and thoughts also had
to be expressed. Our first big job

. was to put across what we really

wanted, not in our words but in
those of the Chinese. This was a

big problem - ard if the
formulation of sone of our
questions seems strange, it’s

because they had to be understood
by both Chinese ard Western
people.

So after a time you had a crew of
trained technicians and also
another team, for let us say exter-
nal relations (which en ibled you to
contact the people you wanted to).
Above all, you had the general
authorization to filn from the

Prime Minister in person. From

this background, how did you-

select the themes, the characters
and the locations?

Joris: We really could go anywhere
we wanted to, except nuclear in-
stallations. We could even have
gone to Tibet, which only health
reasons prevented me from doing.
We were really in a very privileged
positic n. Mind you, we had to
contint ally earn trust and justify
our projects. I have already told
you tlat authoritarian argument
does rot work in China. It was
true fcr- us too. In each new area
we hal to struggle to gain our
liberty People’s natural tendency
1s to 0 ily show the positive aspects
of thirgs. to embellish reality. It
1s, I think, a universal problem.

There is an ancient ¢ hinese fable called “The Foolish Old Man Who
it tells of an ok man who lived in northerm

Removed the Mountaias”.

China long, long ago ind was known as tie Foolish Old Man of North
Mountain. His house ficed south and beyond his doorway stood two great

peaks, Taihang and Wangwu,

obstruci:ng the way.

With great

determination, he led ! is sons in digging up these mountains hoe in hand.
Another greybeard, kaown as the Wise CG.d Man, saw them and said
derisively, “How silly +f you to do this! It is quite impossible for you few

to dig

up these two huge mountains.” The Foolish Old Man replied,

“When I die, my sons will carry on; when they die, there will be my
grandsons, and then t cir sons and grandsons, and so on to infinity. High
as they are, the moun ains cannot grow any higher and with every bit we

dig, they will be tha much lower. Why

an’'t we clear them away?”

Having refuted the Wi e Old Man’s wrong v ew, he went on digging every
day, unshaken in his conviction. God was moved by this, and he sent
down two angels, who carried the mountain: away on their backs. Today,
two big mountains lie like a dead weight oi: the Chinese people. One is
unperialism, the othes is feudalism. The C(.iinese Communist Party has
long made up its mi: 4 to dig them up. %/e must persevere and work
unceasingly, and we, a0, will touch God’s .eart. Our God is none other
than the masses of the Chinese people. If 1l ey stand up and dig together
with us, why can’t thes two mountains be cle wed away?

Mao Tse-Tung June 11, 1945

TACHING

- take the time it needs 1o convince

When you receive a guest, you
clean the ‘able and tidy up. Es-
pecially if the guest turns up with a
camera...But I am: very, patient. I

people. We knew this was impor
tant, for we had to deal with com
plex and difficult pxﬂems our
main consideration being the cul-
tural revolution and the changes
that it brought in the different
classes of the Chinese ,socyety, for
contrary to what peaplq.#generally
believe, there is a dlgcrsxty of
social classes in Chima. ‘uﬁ not a
uniform world; thereighe intellec-
tuals, employees; " ; “'workmen,
peasants, soldiers.. all of them
have been affected and the rela-
tionships between ‘people are not
the same anymore. Our idea was
to make an ‘epic’ film that encom-
passed all these &banges but I
guess this was rathcr utopian.

Marceline: When makmg the film,
we tried to synthesize, but we real-
1ized that we did not have all the
necessary political elements to do
it. We don’t pretend to know
everything about China, ‘far from
it. If we had pursued this idea we
would only have succeeded in
making a weak and phony film
which would correspond to nothing.

This 1s why we chose to grasp
reality at its most intense - its daily
aspects. Political analysis! After
all, there has already been plenty
in books and newspapers. *What
the cinema could bring was an out-
look on pu,cxsely that “which was
always missing from these texts -
the Chinese peopla‘u.»To gec them
live, work, eat*’*“’fif', ;iii'd‘,, think.

That is what was never shawn in
the western world. “But te“succeed
in showing everyday life is possibly
the hardest thing to do in our pro-
fession. In any case it’s the
longest. Sometime you have to
spend months 1in one place and
nothing happens

Did you experience such a thing?

Joris: Yes, in the fishin-g.village for
example. It was every day life and
nothing special really happened. In
the pharmacy, same thing. Only in
the factory, where they made gen-
erators, did we witness some kind
of a revolt from the workers
againstthe Management — thiswasbe-
cause of an event related in the
Chinese newspapers. There we
were able to film an event happen-
ing in front of us,” = =

How did you select t!ns pamcular
factory?

Joris: We wanted ﬁﬂ fili an or-
dinary factory, with: a’ lot of
workers, a place where spectacular
things were made. The object of
our project was to show the liv-
ing conditions and work habits.

Marceline: We visited d@round fif-
teen factories before we chose this
one. Some of them were too small
or were not making things that
were interesting enough to film.
Some others were too like model
factories. We saw one in Shanghai
that was really marvelous, too
marvelous. We didn’t want a
model factory, but an ordinary
one. We were looking for one
without much success when, by
chance, we met two workers

continued
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whom we engaged in conversation

' .: an exhibition dedicated to the

! Paris commune. They were very
interesting to talk to and we got
the idea to see the place where
they worked - this was the genera-
tor factory.

How did you pick the pharmacy?

Joris: At first we thought about a

large store, but we feared after-
wards that would be too diffuse.
We were more interested in a place
where people were just passing
by. Then, we thought about a
pharmacy - as a place where
people will talk the most about
themselves and their problems. Be-
cause I was not feeling very well at
that time, the employees of the
pharmacy that'we had chosen were
coming to see me to talk about my
health, about the film, and about
ali sorts of things. We became very

Do you think you were able to
succeed; that people were really
sincere in front of the camera?

Margeline: Yes, really. It was not
always easy, bccause as Joris said,

everybody wants to make things
look better and show only the best
side of everything. In talking, for
instance, when we went to see the
oil workers, they started to tell us
how much they liked their jobs,

low happy they were, and every-

thirig - was _just great, etc. We said
‘“To be working hard as you do, in
the middle of the Steppe, takes
steel"'negves and the whole country
IS lookmg at you and that’s good.
We khow that you are very proud

of yourselves and that you do it’

for the Party as revolutionaries.
0.K.,

think that things are probably not
as easy as you say.” And so, they
started to talk about their prob-
lems.” In the West it i1s said that
the Chinese don’t talk easily about

tions; 50O

we believe. you, but we

proof, but first of all they must
trust you - and then perhaps they
will even feel affection for you.
Most of the time, Western people
are doing exactly the same thing;
they aim ther cameras and micro-
phones four inches from a Chinese
and pesier with aggressive ques-
they shouldn’t be
surpriscd if they can’t get more
than a polite smile and evasive
answers. To make a film, you must
have a dialogue - and this is what
we tried to do.

| HOW YUKONG MOVED THE

MOUNTAINS

1976/France/12 hours/U

Directed by: Joris Ivens and
Marceline Loridan

with the collaboration of Jean

| Bigiaoui and Li Tse-Hsiang

English Version: John Berry,
Joyce Bunuel, Ned Burgess, Nancy
Jervis, Joseph Losey and Simon

—— — X . Sttt

L

PERHAPS ONLY the Other
Cinema, in its iron dctermina
tion to bring us films other cine
mas never will,
season devoted to veteran Joris
(“Spanish Earth"”) Ivens’
twelve hour survey of modern
China in five programmes. So
far I have only seen one part
of Iow Yukong Moved The
Mountains., I can’t say 1 looked
forward to it, yet no sooner did
I start watching than 1 feit

‘myself there as though my soul

had transmigrated.

At first, it is quite a dizzying
ordeal, like visiting distant rela-
tives on Mars, or perhaps mixiny
with domesticated Martians on
Earth. But soon, they become
less alien and more familiar,
us turned through ninety degrces
and facing an alternative fulure.
‘Tis is tomorrow's world for
millions more altruistic, mare
heroic than us.
it iIs a sort of cosy cowardice:
{o e\cperlence it, a exn'uislm
pleasure, Sun a

would plin & |

Not 10 explore |

friendly and we began the film.
We were by then very close; there

was a complicity between us.

or reveal
Wrong' This is

their
the

themselves,
thoughts.

HISTORICAL CH

Tsing’s dynasty disappears in 1911. The Republic of China 1s proclaimed.
It will last thirty-eight years - marked by inner disturbances, civil war,
Japanese invasion and the victory of the Communists in 1949, after
twenty-seven years of struggle in guerilla warfare.

July 1, 1921 - The Communist party meets for the first time in Shanghai.

1925-1927 - The Kuomintang (nationalist party) & the Communists unified
the country during the ‘Northern Expedition’.

April, 1927 - Chiang Kai-shek breaks the alliance with the Communists
and has progressives, trade-unionists and Communists massacred, all over
'‘China, but most of all in Shanghai.

August 1, 1927 — The Nanchang Insurrection, organised by Chu—Teh and
Chou En—Lai, marks the founding of the Red Army. Communist units,
hemmed in by the Nationalists, take refuge in the hills of Tsingkiang,
where they found a workers’ and peasants’ republic — with Mao

Tse~ tung as President.

1934—-1935 — The Long March: the Communists leave the red bases of the
south for Shensi province in the north, where they set up their headquarters
. at Yenan. In January, 1935, Mao Tse—tung becomes the President of the
. political bureau of the Chinese Communist Party.

.;5%37 - Japan, which took over the Northeastern part of China (Manchuria)
. 12 1931, invades what is now left of the territory.

| Under pressure from the Communists ‘and the patriots, the Nationalists
.agree to create a united anti-Japanese front.

194S - Capitulation of Japan.

The civil war starts now. The Kuomintang receives American military aid.
1949 - In January, liberation of Peking.

October 1st: establishment of the People’s Republic of China.

The agrarian reform already applied in the liberated zones comes
progressively into effect all over the country. Women get equal rights.

1953-1957 - The Chinese rural areas organise themselves as co-operatives.
1956 - Complete socialisation of commerce and industry

1956-1957 - Period of criticism known as ‘Hundred Flowers’.
1958 - Beginning of the Great Leap forward in industry and agriculture

the = latter federates its co-operatives (villages) into popular
Communes (districts). The Soviet Union disapproves.

1959 — Krushchev meets Eisenhower in the United States. Chinese agricul-
ture is hit by natural disasters over the next two years. Opening of the
Taching oilfields.

1960 - Unofficial breaking of relations with the Soviet Union, which calls
experts back and stops all contracts for equipment.

Copans
Produced by: Capi Films

. February, 1972 - Richard Nixon is received by Mao Tse-tung in Peking.
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1960-19565 - Reform of the Chinese army.
1962— 1965 — To oppose the emergence of a new bouigeoisie, Mao Ts- -

tung again starts the political fight in the rural areas, in the administrations
and in the schools. This educational Socialist movement will bring about

the Cultural Revolution in 1966.

1966 — Start of the Cultural Revolution.
May, 1966 - Crticism of the Peking municipal

August, 1966 — The Central Committee approves the formation of the Rec
Guards.

January, 1967 - The ‘January Revolution’ in Shanghai takes place and the
first revolutionary committees are formed to replace the forme:
administration.

April, 1967 - Liou Chao-Chi, President of the Republic, is criticise
October, 1968 - Revolutionary committees are established all over th
country. The Central Committee excludes Liu Shao—chi from the part

April, 1969 - The Ninth Party Congress appoints a new Central Commite
and a new political bureau. Lin .Piao is appointed vice—president of th
Central Committee.

1970 - The conflict with the Lin Piao line bursts out during the session ¢
the Central Committee of Loushan (August-September).

December: Mao Tse-tung announces that he is ready to receive President
Nixon.

June, 197"  Henry Kissinger visits Peking, incognito.

September, 1971 - Official announcement of a conspiracy by Lin Piao. The
death of Lin Piao.

October, 1971 - China joins the United Nations.

administration.

September, 1972 - The first minister of Japan, Tanaka, comes to Peking to
renew the diplomatic relations between Japan and China.

1973-1974 - Movement of criticism against Lin Piao and Confucius. |

August, 1973 - The party holds its tenth congress, adopts new regulations |
and names five vice presidents: among them Chou En-lai and Wang

Hong-wen.
January, 1975 - The national assembly holds a meeting in Peking, passes a
new constitution and appoints new government members.

January, 1975 - Impressive funeral of Chou En-lai.
September 9, 1976 - Mao Tse-tung dies. |
October, 1976 - Hua Kuo-feng appointed Chairman of the Chinese |
Communist Party.
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ket, to the post office,
able shops.

Amongst the shops, a pharmacy,
Pharmacy Nc. 3, known for its
pioneering vanguard work.

Daily life has been filmed over
several weeks in this pharmacy.
The shop assistants and the clients
of every sociz! class are used to
' the camera and behave quite
naturally, buying arguing and
getting information.

The employees try foremost not
to limit themselves by the notion
of profit, but to be “at the people’s
service.” They have chosen to be
there to help the clients, to listen
to their complaints, to help resolve
their problems. They have created
‘care clinics’.

A group of employees go
regularly to the countryside to give
treatment (essentially acupuncture)
and distribute medicines in a little
village. Afterwards, they help the
peasants with the harvesting. In
this way the differences between
city and country, between manual

to innumer-

and intellectual work, tend to
disappear.
Among the employees, the

former owner of the pharmacy
now works as a salaried sales
assistant.

The pharmacy is managed collec-

For China' to be master of her
energy sources 18 a condition of
national independence. The Taching
Region is rich in oil. This was not
the opinion of western experts un-
til fifteen years ago when the first
pioneers arrived on the cold and
inhospitable steppe. It was neces-
sary to be freed from the climatic
conditions as well as from the
opinions of experts. It was also
necessary to overcome the eco-
nomic blockade by the USSR.

Wi e e
L9y § RN
'y -
R
P

Shanghai, the big city. Ten million
inhabitants. The city awakes, early
in the morning, the streets get
crowded, people take the ferry
across the river, to go to the mar-

tively by the employees. Once a
week they must report on their
activities to a Committee of local

residents, workers from the
medicine factory and farm
workers.

Living conditions remain vepy
hard for the hundreds of thousands
of people in Taching. The young
people who, in the climate of the
cultural revolution, volunteered to
join the pioneers, did not fully
consider the difficulties they would
encounter - even today.

But despite this, a new world is
being created in Taching. The ex-
periences to be drawn from it are
that of a whole country that “does
not want e bound by the 1deas
Of others’, that believes in ‘“‘self

| uh a pacy, the workers

goods, but health is considered as

il

aren’t content with only selling

a whole. All demands and individ-
ual initiatives are accomodated.

1 hour 21 minutes

reliance.”

And there - where one would ex-
pect a polluting industrial megalo-
polis - one discovers a village soci-
ety; a society where the men are
neither workers nor peasants but
both at the same time; a society
where women cleverly and joyfully
handle philosophy; a society which
gives itself a holiday to celebrate
their progress in drilling a well and
to celebrate the victory over self-
ishness and reactionary ideas.

i hour 27 minutes

Traditional
Handicrafts

Traditional art still exists in China
and is passed down to the younger
generation. This film shows young
and old craftsmen at their work,
which has been the same for

centuries.
15 minutes

An Army Camp
-Nanking

This film is the result of a month-
long stay in an army camp near
Nanking. It is a camp where, as
elsewhere, everybody makes their
bed, everybody marches in step,
everyone trains; but also where the
soldiers criticise the officers and
the instructors on the internal
management or about the best
tactic to adopt on a manoeuvre;
where the officers and soldiers eat
the same food at the same table,
play and discuss together. The
army does not want to be a para-
sitic body; the soldiers work on the
land and raise animals for their
basic needs. The wives of the sol-
diers and officers also work in
neighbouring factories in medicine,
the production of soap, bean curd,
etc. The camp is at the service of
the local population for building
roads, creating cultural centres,
training the militia, etc.

57 minutes

a City

On a Promenade through Shanghai
we see many facets of the largest
city in the world. At random dur-
ing the walk, policemen talk about
traffic, we visit an exhibition of
children’s drawings, a hairdresser
talks about her work...  °

60 minutes




An old guarter on the outskirts of

Peking. A film of every day life in
the family and at work.

The central character is Kao
Chou Lan, age 30, married with
one young daughter. She has
worked as a solderer In a train fac-
tory since she was 16. Since the
Cultural Revolution she has
become vice president of the fac-
tory’s union.

We follow Kao Chou Lan in her
private life; her time is spent be-
tween Peking with her husband
and child each weekend, and her
family home where she stays dur-

The Shangtung area is the birth-
place of Confucius, who said, “a
door on a courtyard is not a real
doaor — and a woman is not a real
human being”

In the village of Da Yu Dao, how-
ever, a group of young women
have become sailors and ‘fishermen’
The captain of the boat is a 23-
year—old woman. In the film we
see the daily life of the villfagf-“
fishing, working in the factory, the
villlage doctor. Some women
discuss Hzr;h control and the me
discuss wages. A carpenter sho

the commun Iy SOmME COmiC 5i1
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ng the week with her mother,
and sister-in-law. The
hbours are also members of
the fgsmny and sometimes take part
in the discussions.

While they prepare the dinner,
Kao’s very aged mother talks of
life before the revolution and in
particular the oppression of
women. Kao Chou Lan talks of
marriage, love, education of chil-
dren, the struggle of women to as-

sert themselves before and especi—
aily after the revolution.
Wi ;‘iso olﬁow Kao Chou Lan

bout the experiences of women
fishermen, and listens extremely
patiently to their criticisms. An old
captain expresses his perplexity in
of all the changes. He

he doesn’t really
the Cultural Revolution
gmﬁcancc of the politics

of Mao Tse-tung. 1 nour 42 minutes
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tions that she conducts in the fac-

tory in her capacity as union repre-
sentative. Through her we find out

about the work on the shop floor,

the canteen, nursery and the
building of houses for factory

workers.

We are also witness to the recyc-
ling of scrap material, and the
fight against pollution.

The workers talk about Kao
Chou Lan, most of them admire
her, others are critical of her ten-
dency to steal the limelight. They

also criticise some of the working

the film are a class of 13—year—olds

and their teacher. A little scandal

has erupted: when the school bell
rang, a teacher asked the pupils to
finish their ball game. But one
pupil threw the ball towards the
teacher.

The whole class discuss the
problem together. This is not an
attempt to find the culprit, but to
encourage pupils and teachers to
contribute towards resolving such
onflicts. The animated discussion
covers the nature of play, of sport,
of passion; then it broadens as
they talk of responsibility, ideciogy,

methods of the filmmakers.
1 hour 48 minutes

Rehearsal
at the
Peking Opera

This film shows the training of-ac-
robats and dancers in the Peking
Opera, and a rehearsal for a newly
created work.

32 minutes

politice. One pupil chastises a
teacher for not ‘playing the game’
of open discussion.

20 minutes

Behind the
Scenes at the
eking Circus

The daily training of the people in
the Peking Circus, ending with an
acrobatic display.

16 minutes




[LA CECILIA is the first feature by

Cahiers du Cinema editor Jean-Louis

come to Brazil, a scientific experi-
ment. Both marxism and psycho-

Comolli. It follows the struggles of
a group of Italian anarchists to form
a commune in Brazil — the La
Cecilia of the title — from its incep-
tion in 1887 to its dissolution three
years later. Taking this situation
Comolli proceeds to explore import-
ant contemporary questions: I
didn’t want to make a film about
history as it was but about history
as it is now, that is, I think of his-

tory as an area of contradictions, of |

struggles, a history which is always
alive amongst us.”

The first contradiction concerns
the setting up of the commune itself
— the land is granted to them by
the Emperor of Brazil who is inter-
ested in the ideas put forward by
Giovanni Rossi in his book A Soc-
ialist' Commune and so invites its
author to set up such a commune in
sparsely populated Brazil. Thus the
anarchists become colonialists from
the outset, a fact constantly reiter-
ated when they first arrive in Brazil.
La Cecilia is perceived as a utopia
outside the struggles in Brazil against
feudalism and the struggles in their
native Italy (Rossi is accused of
cowardice and stupidity for taking
revolutionaries out of Italy at a
crucial moment in history by an
article he reads in Critica Sociale).
These problems are further accen-
tuated by initial conflicts between
the anarchists — splits between the
farmers and the intellectuals, prob-
lems caused by sexuality (the cru-
cial figure of Olimpia, the only
woman in the group) and the prob-
lems of organisation.

But it is the problems of woman
and the family that become central
to the film. In a remarkable sequence
we see Rossi, who has returned to

Italy in an attempt to explain the
rationale of La Cecilia, giving a lec-
ture of the overriding need for
anarchists to destroy the family.
As he speaks, the camera pans round
the room where he talks picking out
objects which remind us of the
power of the very notions Rossi is
attacking, notions which will later
prove stronger than the anarchists’
conscious belief in their own credo.

It is when the families join the
commune that it becomes apparent
that making a decisiye break with
the old society requires more than
this experiment will allow. There is
little unity between what the anar-
chists preach and what they do. It
becomes clear that the wives are
expected by their husbands to take
a.traditional role — the husbands and
fathers unthinkingly taking their
place at the head of the family. The
old struetures of oppression inevit-
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society is reproduced.

But there is a final contradiction
that destroys the commune. As the
remaining anarchists produce a play
(The Death of Danton) a soldier of

the Brazilian Republic interrupts — |
‘they have been mobilized to help

put down an uprising — “In Italy
you’re [Italians, in Brazil you're
Brazilians”’. With only a choice be-
tween prison and the army, La
Cecilia is finished. As revolution-
aries, they have neglected to take
an active role in the revolutionary
struggle; the basic tenets of anar-
chism have been called into ques-
tion.

Part of the film’s success derives
from its fine script written by Com-
olli himself in collaboration with
Marianne di Vettimo (who also as-
sisted in direction for language
reasons) and Eduardo de Gregorio
(collaborator with Rivette — Celine
and Julie Go Boating, Scenes de la
Vie Parallele; scriptwriter on Berto-
lucci’s The Spider’s Stratagem as
well as his own film Serail). Comolli’s
achievement is to present a film
involving ideas of some complexity

in an accessible form without resort- |

ing to recasting concepts in terms
of character conflict — a position of
‘truth’ is not mapped out for the
spectator.

“This is a very revolutionary,
very beautiful, thesis, that social
organisation be based on pleasure

and on desire, and not on order, on |

logic, on rationality, or on authority.
Rossi tried to create an experiment
where no form of organisation was

imposed on those who were there. |

For Rossi, libertarian communism
was something which had to be
proved scientifically; since it was
the most just, most free, most real

ably reassert themselves, patriarchal | way of living, one should be able to
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demonstrate the fact. scientifically,
and that was the project he had at

analysis have since shown how naive
was the belief that the relationships
between human beings are governed
by the same logical system as gov-
erns the stars and gravity and things
of that sort. What is interesting is
that Rossi never saw that the people
who had come there had not come
to carry out an experiment, but to
change things.”

(Jean-Louis Comolli, Peace News
interview)

LA CECILIA

Jean-Louis Comolli,

Jvf rance-italy/1976/ 113 mins/AA

Script: Jean-Louis Comolli; Eduardo
de Gregorio, Marianne di Vettimo.
Photography (Eastmancolour):
Yann le Masson. Music: Michel
Portal. Sound: Tonino Testa. Pro-
duction: Filmoblic - C.E.C.R.T.
(Paris)/Saba Cinematografica
(Rome). Leading Players: Massimo
Foschi, Maria Carta, Vittorio Mezzo-
giorno, Biaggio Pelligra, Giancarlo

the start in getting these people to| Pannese. .
LA CECILIA
THURSDAY 17th NOVEMBER 7. 30PM

NOTTINGHAM FILM THEATRE ,BROAD STREET

'The Other Cinema' distributes
most of the films in the Challenge
to Imperialism series and many
other important socialist films
which otherwise might not be shown
in this country or only shown in
London. This benefit will help to
raise the money which the Other
Cinema urgently needs to survive.

P

NOTTINEHAM
FILIMITT EA RS

key films of the

what

he makes.

one of 'the
contemporary
cinema — which, in their own form,
pose an answer to the question of
the relationship should be
between a film maker's political
position and the nature of the film

Colin McArthur TRIBUNE

politically applicable

it's not often that one sees a
film as intelligent, as stimulating,
and in particular as immediately

TIME OUT

Who ‘owns' a woman is also crucial to La
Cecilia (A certificate). a haunting and sur-
prisingly successful first« feature by Jean-
Louis Comolli. Surprising, because it is that
rarity. an explicitly political film of ideas
which is not a boring tract.
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OCCUPATIONS

industrial occupations. hospital work-ins
student sit-ins. squatting. protest sit-ins.

‘ .
' CRIMINAL TRESPASS

NATIONAL CONFERENCE

CACTL is organising a National Conference, the weekend of November 26/27, at Digbeth Civic Hall,

Birmingham. The aims of this Conference will be

to discuss the implications of this law for all forms of occupations.
to consolidate and extend the opposition to this law and discuss the need for mass mobilisation in defence of occupations

which are threatened or attacked.
to assess the use of occupations as a tactic - in all its forms - and make widely available the experience that has been

gained in its use.
to unite the many different sections of the broad working class movement which have used occupations as a tactic

(industrial workers, hospital workers, students, tenants, and the homeless squatting).

In addition to discussion of these issues, separate workshops will focus on: factory, student, embassy
occupations, hospital work-ins/occupations, squatting, tenants’ action, women and direct action, the
media, cuitural work in occupations, green bans, mass trespass............

Registration fee: £2.50 (claimants £1.50). For agenda and full details, contact

'CACTL, G6 35 Wellington Street, London WC2. Tel. 01-289 3877

of IS, Scotronme Ave, Hyson Green Notrm. Ter. TO8302

FOR A PARENTS ALTERNATIVE TEACHING GROUP

P

/P ® ANY PARENTS WILLING TO TARE THEIRA CWLOAE NS

EOVCATION INTO TWEIR OWN WANDS |

P
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NEAY,
e

® ANYBODY WITH SOME EXPERIENCE OF  ALTEANKATIVE
TEACHING GROUPS - (FREE SCHOOLS , TUTORIAL GROUPS

KTC...) AND RENOY TO WELP

 f TI111%
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SE NTAC :
HELEN FLETCWER
16, DAGMAR  GROVE
Off \WOODROAOLGH ROAD.

(Bos 21 S0 .~ S0P AFTER  ALEXANDAA cou&‘f)

Some of the pupils seem to think this

Place exists for their benefit.
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B The next morning:
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| had SueH a funny dream

. 08 | last night...you & | were

E - =R Q| in JAPAN, Sfanhope... & |
 Modgrately (slow4) wontedtogo home, but
5 ==& §)} you'd lost my PASSPORT.. .
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T 2 suddenly, ifound I'd

So Stanhope rings his BREAM FACTORY.

| Trish® You've solved my |

HAIR REMOVAL Commertial’
| WesetitinJAPAN!
' | Japanese -very hairless |
‘vace! MARVELLOUS!
.| Andtharsong, The
Shadow of Your Smile, |
in the background!

@

Your psvexe's really got it together! You |
| were in JABAN, 3 MALE dominated Society..
| With DAD...who'd noT sty Taken YOUR
L passport, i.e.YouR wENTITY. but LOST it !

7 butyougrew facial waR \J/
| foreinforce your loss BY
v | disquising Your SELF IMAGE
...ggcarr&egcwnmncmsz \

Ladies' faint e A
'OF OLA::(%;‘SE'SE!’ |  Buk.."WE are the music makers
y g Gold 2 | Andwe arethedreamers of dreamss,
very Sveme- | L« @ | Wanderingbylone sea-breakers
Medal Stuft 2% Andsitting bydesolate sreams,
Who Says You never | At Wor]d-losez;f p:'vrld;/brsaker?
; 1 1BE 4 Onwhom @ mioon gleams:
mﬁ% ;‘:‘ﬁ'h -'iny -,' Ygt we are the movers& J‘haker.g |
msr'ringfﬁe officel |E \ Of the world, forevct;itms,

| ...bul | stayedon because

| thebandwasplaying 2 |

{ Song | used to dance 1o... |

1 The Shadow Of Your Smile’

" | ‘Wow! Terrific
\ dream Trish!
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