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FAN-Q
To all ovr contributors

|'and owners of copyright
-, | for material we have |,

7| ripped off withouT ther
| Permission,

Hey you,Whitehovse
Ha Ha charade you are
You houseproud town mouse
Ha charade yov are
Youre tryingto keep our

. feelingcoffthe streetr |

M Fansryarel test . MARY WHITEHOUSE Y GAY NEWS

And do you teel abused ? Mary Whitehouse is prosecuting Gay News and its
You gotta slem theevilide ©2iTer Denis Lemon for alledged blasphemous ibel
And keep it all on the ngide ~§_allaw},,3 the publication of a poem by Prfessor
Mary yovfe nearly atreat <~ Kirkvp-

- Mary youre nearly q tpeat

But youre really a cry UP MARY

Ms Whitehouse has plenty of experiencedt
bringing blasphemers 1o justice, As long ago

as the beginning of the first centry AD,
she was stromental in securing the
conviction of a man who claimed 1o be the
son of God., A+t one poiﬂ"’" in the trial it laokeJ

as Though the court would le# theman go

but thanks to the d'lh‘qev\ce. dFquy and -

her freinds The Festival of Light and ather  *
right-wing pressure qroups, averdid of
guilty was obtained and the culprit was
ervcitied at Calvary. |
 Heretics too have mettheir commuppance
thanks To the selfless <ffonts of Moary.

Some- cesntur|eg ago in France, a young 3344
called Joan weat arround in mens clothing
tellen everyone Hat heavenly voices had

Spoken 1o her and she was 16 lead 'H\e.k;qu

army o victory, This evi| +ransvestite was
burned at -the <tqke.

Remember? LSD was
inverrted by 'H\e.ecaprtal ist pigs

In order To Keep Teenagers from
studying Marxism,

SMOKESTACK EL ROPOS BEDSIDE READER
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" Sonow 1 took off my vaiform, and naked

- caressing every shadow df his cooling Flesh

and when they had crucified him they parted his garments,castinglats vpon them,what every man should take. nag 18, 24

THE LONE THAT DARES T SPANC LTS NAME  Tomes kickop.

As they YooK him from the cross

T, the centonon ook him |n My Qrms
e tough, lean body

of a man no longer young

beard less, breathless,

but well hung.

He was shll warm.

While they prepared the tomb
I kept guard over him

His mather and ‘the Magdalen
had gone ‘o tetch clean linen
40 shroud his nakedness.

Twas alone with him,
Fonr the last time |
I Kissed his mouth. My tongu
found his, bitter with death.
Tlicked his wounds—

+he blood was harsh.

For the last time
I laid my |ips around the tip

of that great cock,+the instrument
of ovr sq[vaﬁon, ovr etermnal 5oy
the shaft still +throbbed , ancinted
with cleaths final ejacovlation,

I knew he'c{_ had 1t o ff with other men—
with Herods quards, with Pontivs Pilate
with John the Baptist; with Pavl of Tarsvs
with foxy Judas, a qreat Kisser, with
the rest of the Twelve 10341“\9! and apaﬁf
He IQVGJ ’al(men, b'oc{)/, sool ancl sp'u‘l"t'-—-

eV‘eﬂ me

A

(@ 14

Jay Together with him in his desolation,

hvggin
‘l";'fe?

Slowly the fire in his thighs went out.

W‘\:[e I 3Ifew ‘ ho‘f‘he.r w ith unear%ly love

him and trying To warm him back to

It was the only way
proud name, | SHRE 8 IR

totell him of my long devotion, my desire, My
dread—

Something we had never talked about. My

SPear — wet with bleecd,

his Aearbr‘okén' body, all open wounds

af\a( in each wound — his side, his back,

MmS m-O.U‘{‘h—I came and <camMme. and caMe.,

as 1f each coming was my last

And then The miracle possessed us

T felt him enter into me and flercely spend

his epirtts final seed within My hele , my soul,
puise vpon pulse,unto the ends of +he earth—
he crucified me with Aim into Kingdom come.

—~This 1s the qusiona‘f"e and Ht'ssf‘u” crvcfﬁxion
Same-sex lovers gsuffer, patient
They inflict these loving injuries of joy and grace
one vpon the other 5l t+hey die of [vst and pain
within “the horny paradise of one ancthers [i1mbs

with one yoice cry te heaven in a last devine
releqse . | |

and gladly,

Thea Jie long together, peaceful|y entwined with
. hope A e i L o 5% & el

//
.‘/ ’,. ,” P4
A //://///

o’f’re.SUre.c’h.on as we JIJ,O'! M
9reen hill far away |
But Before we rose again ‘H\ey cq
came and teek him from me

They kiew what we had done., but

felt

no shame or anger Rather they were
glad for us

and blessed vs, as would he,whoe [oved
ql ( Mmen,

Affer three,long [onely days, like years

L u{;«fc‘\g roeamed He gar-‘ens ot MYy

| e

seeking for him, my one friend who had

Jone from me,
he rose from sleep, at down, and showed
 himself to me before |
all others and +ook me to him with
- +he love that now forever dares to
spealk ts name, |

IS

REPRINTED HERE. IN DEFIANCE
OF ANYONE. WHO TRIES TO (ENSOR.
ANY NEWSPAPER, PEOPLE MUST HAVE
THE RIGHT TO FREE EXPRESSION.

TAanks ary but we doal need yoo 1o el

_US what we may or may sot read |

1 knew To speak our loves

Ty oo

vnto him, Art thov Yhe Cheist,Hhe son ofFthe
Blessed, And Jesus said Tam,and ye shall see
The Son of man sitting enthe right hand of
power, and com) ne v the cJoUc[s of heaven
Then the high priest rent his clothes and
saith Wha need we any further witnesses

Ye have heard the blasphemy. mex w;c-eu

e Bend g —

|

-

=

Aqainthe high priest asked himand said'  5f <
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we dont consider
spellin

CANNABIS IS ADDICTIVE AND DANGEROUS AND IS ASSOCIATED

WITH VIOLENT CRIME, INSANITY, PROMISCUI TY AND THE OVER="

THROW GF WESTERN CIVILISATION, — popular

eo f‘)’,

rlAlls [ROLY Tk 5D

(Caﬂnabis sativa alias Marijuarm, hashish, Jrass), pot, weed e‘f'c.)

FACT.: Caﬂﬂq{ﬁs IS not an adicTive Jrug. Two Amer?cqn FSgc;ﬁd"f?;Sts

S. Allentuck and K.M.Bowman,who in 1942 stodied the effects of cannabis
stressed —that $he psychic habitvation 16 ma rijuanq is aot as stronq as

i

HANDWRITING ERRORS

BY now the reader has probably
S Fo‘H’ecf at [east a dozen
spelling mistakes. Of course
if the RIP OFF collective
had enovgh fundste buy
qa Typewriter we could
pass them offas
typing errorswhich
sounds better:
Howe\mr;r\o
dppology or

apollogy 1s .
fgr‘ﬂ\c%)l,n Ing as

P Ner .
ant,Sometimes
wrongly spelled
Words ‘can give the .

Wrong impression

/
driving was em?‘?’:.) ) 4
BuT 1his c{oesv\’t'hqppen very often.

fMPOP

€9 The vicar's

Before, ‘f'qlkl'na olc l«oly ‘H\;ngs,-we,
prepare ourselves...one will
fill his pipe and hand it To the

other who will light i+ and offer
it To the sky and earth ... they
will smoke fogether ... then will
they be ready to talk,

Mq'f'o - kuwa pi
a S antee-Yanktonar Siovx

“tsbacco or alcohol’.

FACT: A Wonld Health organization
expert,Dr.Joel Fort has said ‘Ne

Fj‘ica‘ 470d ?ane occurs. ﬁ\ﬁ‘
nar % cients
evidence a?ﬁ:mzl:e.ssg:%.he '

individval or o sociaty:
FACT: In the US, the leading
avthority Dr. Donald Louria says

‘H\q+ "'H\e re (S o e.videnc.e. 'H\q'l’ ‘H\e.
vSe of Maﬁijuqnq results in CP‘)M'!M‘

[ a(jljvﬁﬁlég,;jﬁszp? ESA\\I: Ch;zgl‘e hqb"ie
1 Sai Q s 2 -
Joshowan asseci a‘i‘im beween cans-

abis and mqjorerime? (n 1969 the
Government Adwnwsory Commitee on
Drvg Dependence Known as theWooion
reporT confirms these ﬂndmgs :

Escalation THesIS

I+ is often said that the cannabis vser
moves on from the soft 1o the hard
drvg and those who use it must go v
criminals and Hhat through such contacts
may meet the pushers of heroin.

FACT . The sources of supply for hard

and soft drugs are adst usually the sme

If the cannabis vser escalates it (s more
likely o be 1o LSD rather than heroin
In fact masfdcanmbls vsers donst go
onto cther drugs,

FACT: If cannabis did lead ifs users

onto hero}n we would hav‘e_ hundf‘eds Of
thousands of heroin addicts in The

country. Most heroin users have dt some
Time vsed cannabis,but there is no M?re
reason To say that 1+ leads o heroin
than to say that becavse most meths

addicts started on beer, beer leads 1
meths.,

¥

:
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BN A CENTRALLY HEATED RAILWAY TUNNELTHE

""— - - - - - - s v e 7 ““N ¢
% EIR S R AR O G \\‘\ R0
- Y . » L o s e\ O
L RN S Sa N A S i R N
A : . p TR NS
haY, N\ : - \\
8 ! SR : N
\ H \ ] \' N ~ » b
: o8 N S - »\~\ . A : {
h g > - = \_‘ ANy
N .

¥\ s ol QUICKEST ROUTE (NTO TOWN,THE QUIETEST ROUTE
":1\ \OT E ‘S i} OUT—— Just some of Tthe amenities remaining |

sl fom the closure of the Victoria station.

— ™

MOLE S EYE VIEW OF VICKY CENTRE

b the Lifand, Centre heating systemNouv into town,well, 3.1'5 more
* S can get into the centrecar fun than walking down
If you climb over the wall

park H’\roug}\ aservice door Mansfield Road,anyay,
on the right of the steppecl  botwatch ot for thosebloady  (especially i you dont take

)

R <

Twitchel af weekday cross  dogs. the torch)! If you want To
rext fo the chorch on ow get into the centre ,you
Yavement, then over  Near The end of Clomber Ave, can by climbing vp To the
ancther smallwall yoowill off Sherwood Rise,isandther pottom level of +he car

find yOurae.lF on theold old m’.[way wall.Climb over par\k, otherwise climb the

railway trackbed of the
cisvsed LNER line where
i came. out of the Thorland
Street tunnel. Walk along
the Tunne| andl youw;“ﬁ'nJ
‘H\a‘f’, :'ns'i’qu o‘F befng cou{
and damp as you wou ) d
expect; it s warm and dry,
As yov proceed down-the
tunnel strange noises will

waft there way round yoor
ear-'oles and soon you

will see |ights and futur—
istic eguipment in a gcene

shrai 3h‘f out of DalWho with

rows of switches and dials,

it and you can see,'H\e-

eritrance To the Mansfield
Road tunnel, onthe site of
the old Carning'tbr\ station
Climb down and walk Hhroogh

e Tonnel and Yoo will come
ovtat the botlom of the

Vicky (entre car park agait
You can see this exit from
the wall opposite the bus
station.Take a torch for
this Trip as the tunnel

curves and You cant see
the exit urhl you revad
the bend. However, its

f'Lm' te safe ; there are no

stepe in the corner on
the. right, but be careful

after rain cos they can

be very glippery.

I you like 1o take. your
walke In day”ghf bot

still keep away from the
tmatfic You can enjoy a
really peacetul stroll by
climbing up onto the pow
vnused railway bridge

to the lett of the Toll
bridge, By following the

trackbed over the Trent

youv can gét to Ruddinglon

So what is all thisT you ask
is it the base foran invasten
force from ansther planet?

holes ete.,the main ob-
stacle s +he barbed wire

at the enfrance, but ifs nat

“fdr‘)’heg 'F You like- -and
probably not meet asoul
on the way, unless some-

Or maybe. the headqpar‘f‘ejs
ofa vile communist unden
ground movement set uvpon
the overthrow of our be-
loved,western, ca pitalist
society? No, sadly ifs nst:
The heating pipes from Easl-
croft are run Through this
‘l’um\el and H\ese are the

controls for the Victora

L

to difficult to climb over;
This Tuanel i's over 1900 yds
long and is the most direct

- rouvte from Carr‘ing‘l’on

one else has readthis

Three walks then, along
the relics of a one-time
main line Rq;lway.

r

A/\ eqr WI"H\ an MPPOPO-l-q mos a++¢tc’\é<£—-th't'
an qqu:ngly unm(ely way -For ‘H'\e bUZZ G{:a 'Hﬂy

ST e

+fly to get heard! — Kenneth Patchen. -J
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THE ABORTION ACT BECAME LAW TEN YEARS AGO. LT

ALLOWS WOMEN TO HAVE ABORTIONS IE TWO DOCTORS
CERTIFY THAT THE PREGNANCY WouLD ENDANGER.

THE PHYSICAL OR MENTAL HEALTH OF THE MOTHER
OR HER EXISTING CHILDREN OR |F THERE IS A REAL
RISK OF THE BABY BEING ABNORMAL.,

THERIGHT TOLIFE

Cord‘chep'ﬁ\/es Should be.
made more reac“ly aval |-

While some Fe.opfe. would

like To see the act scrapped

anl al 1 abor‘ﬁon madle. ZU e.gal

others are campaigning for
q” women 1o Aave qbor‘ﬁons
on demand.

A WOMANS RIGHT TO CHOOSE
The pro-abortionists claim
that women shoold have the
right to make decisions
concerning the'ir own body
and T agree BUT NOT
SOMEONE ELSE’S Roby,
From the moment of concep-
tion the foetus the chi ld,
IS @ separcite being and is
net a part of the womans
body as he~ appendix is.No-
one. has the right To take
He life of ansther , be 1t
before or after, birth.

able to everyon and more
care Taken i\nthe acluca'“on
of young girls and boys in
their use and the possible
consequences o’F e.cmly |
pregnancy, There is also
the argument that aboliton
wovuld result in an increase
in unwanted or batterec!
babies, this is not nes—
sessarily the case,Some-
times awoman who was
vhappy aboul her pregnancy
qunaes her mind when her
baby is born. THERE IS
NO SUCH THING AS AN
UNWANTED CH|LD;
Many covples cannct have
children of their own and
Doctors and nurses ace ded-  adoption ts availeble for
icated To saving |ife and  the unwanted child, Every
shoold not be asked fo destroy  child is a qift of God and
F without 3004 reason, has the right o life

O

On the opposite page i1s an article written by
John on behalf of the NAC Both Margaret
and John are intitled to their point ot view.
Not everyone in the Left is ‘pr*o-qbor:ﬁon':sf’
and not every'anti-abortionist.is right-wing
and authoritarian,Many peaple say there shevld
not be Two camps at all

T Hell yoo whats wrong and right
Tseldom give in withoot a fight

In'n your con Sc'ience :

I Pl"Y vp a+your Traas 3"65530!\

and ‘(’ryfo make you learn a
,65'50'\

Im your Justiee.

When yovve decided what 1o do
I make sure you carry i 'H\raush
Im your integrity.

Ia]one. am q“ Yoo knaw

and only me which goes To show
I'm your knowledje.

To me you refer Lo information
‘fo MQS'I'ér any s H‘uq'ﬁ on

I“ YOUP le"l."'y.

Integrity and T are on equal par
and frie.anh‘p I will rever mar
m your loyaHy.

From andﬁ\erlmay need Prodf
but from yoo I know The teuth

I‘n your "\oneﬂy.

I;l Q walyI 3c've you Fleasure
and see that you recieve Fudl
Measvre

I h
m YOUP Omovur,

Iam\ the 3@«‘(‘25‘!’ one of all

and one you should never

‘FO l“s €.+

' everything good 1s what L am

made ot
and ever‘yﬂ\ing bad T rejec’f

Iam your love,.

— John Blatherwick

—




ABORTION

-R WOMANS RIGHT TO CHOOS€

SL\oo(d haUe. aa:( Phom mofe a’(ed-tue n
acilices fFor free ferms of healthh /ES@”CA
abortisns available o [A]%
them, aUau(abz'
{f IS COVMMOn Cor Lg

T antl- abertionists to ehe samne ot nads o
. Make the mistalee of be, mlSea( tat ow*

gé(/lﬁ (o force their aAOMCC%GaNj

Nons ente others e eNvtonment
('nd’m the. mothers ard chi /dmm
a\/cwu (@ o}g o/‘hms af/\LU‘SGRES ard SopPortive.
Not on ;%< does this Commopities s a bdsic
Not- Wolk, as Women facfar(/\ thise Od (o i
i fo Felarived Increasinly msetéuhamlrﬁ

dav et o‘

pm it alSo aages étfﬁgtﬁep %Ca{,
Need less anxtety and

- SOferina,and Atekt@es sévas MZM atte:
,ﬁ Hfle atwiesphere. ofgoz(t— e/ors (-r‘a

| Ad aw e. ([Sssoe S [

L Adoesnt OdA:jDAC ﬁlwts

cgopﬁ co/\cegfd to &e. aa de %
e Num OF
'abe/\hor\s shoold do TRZ A-aﬁg\al

Someth D:E? about' the q ‘3” ( Nﬁguses%ﬁc

A, i
COszP( PZSe.f'O LA ted O%t fvdtoqse.‘ [t1s

g(r%w\aes Much needs to Méo&wlf' that W




. Seclebye The. [Domens
g ;ﬁt acizm% Mevemert: seresses vital
ottt ipe B 3 R4
el CAMPAGRN » neg_(_ﬁ&ct*zd ag%j é_;

Obortion 5 cne afnuﬁ p ﬁw(de {'gj(e wm’(' OF

areas (here  Lemens

‘ . [lves (s
e sl aé“wmeﬁé
(mg/tt ale. derted MZ{; ?




SILK SCREENPRINTING

1’...‘;..Some people at |18 Mansfield Road are ﬁ',\’“r‘ﬁ et il 4

. Various methods of Fr{nﬁng. For those who dont want to ottend q
COUF’SQ bUT' WOU[CL [l‘ ke, 'f_o T.r‘cj ‘H—\e.n'r\ ;’\Gﬂcl q“"" g;/)( SCf’eefll'ﬂg
the ol owing may be usefvl, This is a cheap, easy method s hown
380 fo me by Kon Binstead
MAKING THE F RAME. J (TA, RON)
AN OLD oI PAINTING W(TH THE CANVAS
" REMOVED MAKES AN \DEAL FRAME BUT s

©. MAKING ONE (S SIMPLE ENOUGH-JUST MAKE @

SURE IT LIES FLAT, YOU WILL NEED SOME
WOOD ABOUT J2" THICK WHRICH IS 34 0R so

L
"""""

"t
SR A T TP I PEN
iRl
7. ":":;:l:”::t,:t::‘) '
,'/’I,’/”’ﬂ’:d".'.
‘ C #2200 y50,5%407,5 N
N i T“’l:”/;"”/_",,!,‘
) 8502 25258525:00:2 0N
TO TRE FRA M G
A A OB U i & B AED
E AS HOWN it e L IS ,,,/’1,'/ N
- ’r,-/,z,"’/ /’,,/A
i A AN e I/,’:: TR
/ 7 "/:;f’A’:l‘,
' o ,,_,::’(;a,’a‘::,)
“ J‘ v t,’l,”,,’/,’
THE SCREEN 1S MADE ERoM G,
,’ 'd P gl ol Fd \';”.,E:::";;E;;:"I"I‘ P
s ;" " ’ ,", » ot
E— “ ORGANDIE(ABOUT 70p Melve m G5 1
g’ % P I,' /'//'.
P m st $ ’1,‘;-://-’,’;5:’,,‘
A5 IT VEEDS T0 RBE AS
. . "".”"’ ;/
, m “ T TIGHT RS PossIBLE | s
S ; i E- H y iz
R dant G A ’ WET 1T THEN STRETtH OVER SIDES OF ;
4
L
[ 4

FRAME AND SECURE WITH CUPS. YoO CAN BUY CLIPS
WITH REMOVARLE RANDLES FROM OFFICE SUPPLIERS.

= STICK TAPE ToO THE ORGANDIE L4
IN FRoM Top AND BOTToM EDCES Inside Frame and '

in from Side edges To make“Sare ApeAas'
cLipyg %

JDA PER STEN C( (—g SAFE AREAS

B

o

MANNINNN

1
4
|
:

NTTIR

CUT PATERN TO BE PRINTED OUT OF NEWSPAPER THE |

SIZE OF THE FRAME AND STICKY-TAPE NEWSPAPER. ToO
UNDER S(DE OF FRAME

AN

.
.
e & s *
'0. . .o:

. . . -
o e b g o G aee e e

W

Z

7,

“das

Place frame on Paper or material to be
printed on and put a line of ink or dye -
(for posters vynil emuvlsion is fine) /A ‘f"/;e_ safe
area al the 7op of the screen,

WHICH ISAS T /T | \\“
7 A - ,'f// % '“1\41

e W= Y
SCREEN 1S USED TO DRAW THE
INK ACROSS THE SCREEN TO
THE SAFE AREA AT THE
CAN BE MADE FROM

A STIFF PIECE. OF
RUBRER SO LLoNG AS | T
HAS A STRAIGHT EDGE-

CAREFULLY

REMOVE THE
SCREEN AND YOU
SHOULD HAVE A PERFEcT
PRINT, [P NOT TRY AGAIN |
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SEHGARDENING .o+ o538 - |
Wi PERCY e |

::: “‘,‘ < T 2, k (J( 4 = 5 o !
= o 0 . 3 . B
a cne YOUF J """ e ,... \_\ S‘U‘g’,{)e nd a “’\//,/ W he’l .-!1'\6 llf‘i‘le
C o wattbolb § darlings co me Theough
f

| Seec‘s,c[r‘op‘ﬁaem
’;‘/f' about Babove\ raise the bulb so

"/

-
S

(4

. 1

/

ol W4+he soi] for |Thetits #3
not more‘{’han a[WC{ys 3” ;:/-ﬁ ‘\‘ e
\8 hovrs a jJabove the |[[) () \ |
> day tops df%f)‘ [(} p |
: . Plants /S 7
' 5 ’ |

\ : A p 5 .‘/ %
== = ///_ ,
TALK TO THFJV'HEM (’/?/@ PINCH OUT THE
T\ EncovRAGE THEC 1O " \) TOF OF THE

c,ROW — SOFT HUSIC ¢

LELPS,BoTNOT 'l PLANTS To MAKE]
STATUS QUO F4%)¢ Y THEM BVSHY
7 “. M BuT AVO!(D

OR THE
STONES

7
' ARTIFICIAL TRICKS

75 MAKE THEM

Z
o
7

e

szgA%g :O | \ 'f" ¢..,) cROW FASTER THAN]
s / - MK [/, NARRE INTENDED
AND WEDG . , L0S 1T AINT COOL,MAN

— Take ocae. leaf st€ata 'f'l;ﬂe

‘ E OF
PIEC £ : M
\E or Sma kin bu‘f' Jeave seme
SN fo the qun-f"

e 38 N

-l - - t S

No.l. THE MALE. HIPPY (HlPPlcus VULC‘AR\S-))Q

was FirsT discovered in San Franciscs inThe early
bearded varieties the male hippy [ooks b
the female,However the obgervant

kl =t +he stubble oft the chin ot
Y SF e Skav.nﬂ W‘ﬁ +he— d

The hippy
%b0s. Exept For The
much ‘+He same Qs
natvrist wi(l quic

Hhe male dve the hippy's habit ot
Iid oT a ba ked bean can

Tlo. 5Fex—l'e—s l.S)On ave,rage_,"f‘a”e,r‘ and ﬂc.nner "Htam rl's

nearest relative, man. They nake their nests, or squals
g% they ave called (n oleri lict hovsese. Shevl d yoo walk h

o W\J *Hr\e, 3r'o”t‘ﬁef areas ot any large- Tdpwn qyau are
baum—l to hear thelr cries ot ' far ot qu,ar\ol\wkofs'go‘r
—+he skins’,

ru'MMQ-OI Specs qr\A o«’c{ C{aﬂ'\e-s *{x‘mm \‘)Umble, sales,%oogh

Some. h;fpre.a iave Beea known 1o ac“fé,’a[flon\ake +heir

own clothes, The h}mv'gx ‘s offen fmond forraging rova
dustbins pe stocktaking’ in larae shops,an activity
kv‘\OLUA qs\//'be—-f‘a‘f";ﬂ7 (/Se‘fuf czr"f’l‘ojGS{ ﬁ

J

e

The L\'crp\«es Liboele did i3 tebpacco,laced with

¢
cannabts, His natural eneml €s are pLys anJ baor‘jmse
t ]

A~ o SOC;e_+ya Affl'\odgk h}pf?}es hate To be-HtcaﬂeJ it 1s : a ‘
n hippy estimated +hat more are I cap‘ﬁ vH‘y an are; in thewl
f bt o5

__.——

—dl™




ultimately getting rid of the economic and
- = social system that keeps these prejudices
alive.
Just what are these prejudices? Well, how

many times have you heard someone say

something like ‘Ah but, homosexuality isn't

natural is it? | mean, two people of the same
| seX, it's just not right, it’s dirty !’

This argument is based on the idea that
the existing man-woman relationship in soc-
iety is a natural biological one and that any-
one who doesn’t conform to it must there-
fore be a ‘freak of nature’.

Obviously heterosexual relationships are
important for the procreation of human life
—no one would deny that. But that doesn’t
automatically mean that homosexuality is
‘unnatural’. After all, most heterosexuals
don’t have sex just when they want a child.
Most people have sexual relations because
they enjoy it, because it is part of a relation-
ship with someone, etc. [Those people, like
the Catholic Church, who argue that the only
function of sex is to produce children and
that heterosexuality is therefore ‘natural’ be-
cause of ‘biology’, are wrong, even in terms
of their own argument. Women, unlike men,
have separate sexual and reproductive organs.
So much for ‘biology’.] People have always
taken pleasure in sex, both with members of
the opposite sex or the same sex. .-

Not only that, but two anthropologists
once carried out a survey of 76 primitive soc-
ieties for which they could get information.
They found that in 49 of those 76 homosex-
uality was considered quite normal! Differ-
ent societies have different ideas of ‘normal-
ity. In some, for example, women work
while men stay at home; in others homosex-
uality is the norm, except when they want
children. The great diversity of sexual choice
in different societies shows that it is not bio-
logy that determines people’s sexual actions.

Why does our society label male homosex-
uals as ‘pansies’, the effeminate caricatunes of

Everyone has no doubt seen one or other of
the ‘camp’ comedians on TV. People like
Frankie Howard or Larry Grayson, who
make a nice fat living out of acting ‘effemin-
ate’. Their implied homosexuality is accept-
ed by people as good entertainment—a bit of
a laugh. Along with drag ‘artists’ like Danny
la Rue or the ugly sisters, who are always
played by men in Christmas pantomimes,
people accept them, rather like the bearded
lady in a circus. They are seen as an oddity
that it's OK to take the kids to see, so long
as it stays in its place. However, the position
of homosexuals in the real world is very dif-
ferent. Homosexuals and transvestites are
then treated to some of the most extreme
forms of ridicule and oppression. They run
the risk of imprisonment, of losing their jobs
or their homes, or even of being beaten up

if they don’t conform to the ‘normal’ sexual
behavior. And if their families find out that
they are homosexual then it's off to some
‘helpful’ psychiatrist for therapy to make
them ‘normal’ again.

It's hard to tell how many homosexuals
there are in Britain. But we can get some in-
dication of the size of this ‘minority’ from a
survey carried out by Kinsey in the USA. He
found that 37% of the male population had
some kind of homosexual experience to or-
gasm, and 4% were exclusively homosexual.
Among the women in his sample, 13% of
them had some homosexual experience to
orgasm, while 4% of those from 20-35 years
old were exclusively homosexual. Since this
study was carried out some years ago, and

Gay Oppression -

given the fact that there has been a slight de- “\\-‘g\\\\q‘g\\u \\ ;‘ TR ! v | 4
gree of liberalisation in sexual morals in the @ N e - ol
last.decade or so, one could presume that the N

minority is in fact a pretty large one. Al g

though sexual minorities are important, no S

matter how large or small, the very size of W

the gay community does question the labels ,./\

of ‘normal’ and ‘abnormal’ that our society
applies to them. -

PREJUDICES

Even so, homosexuality in Scotland is il-
legal. And in England and Wales it was only
legalised in 1967 and then only for ‘consent-
ing adults in private’. The age of ‘consent’
for homosexuals is 21, while for heterosexu-
als it's 16. But despite these minor conces-
sions homosexuals still face harassment by
the cops and can be prosecuted under com-
mon law for ‘soliciting’, holding hands, etc.
in public. However, even if homosexuality
was completely legalised this in itself would
not stop the oppression of gays in capitalist
society. This can be shown quite simply by
looking at the situation of Blacks. For al-
though laws have been passed to, so-called,
‘prevent’ racial discrimination, racialism is
still rampant in society. Passing laws will not

Dick Emery, when in actual fact most homo-
sexuals don’t behave anything like that?

get rid of racism, male chauvinism or oppres-
sion of homosexuals. We can only do this
by attacking the ignorance and the prejudices
that help maintain this oppression, and by

Why does our society label women as ‘affec-
tionate’, ‘soft’, ‘silly’, and ‘decorative’?

Why does it call men ‘hard’, ‘aggressive’, ‘pur-
poseful’, and ‘intelligent’? ‘The question of



o

which characteristics people consider mascu-
line and which feminine is socially deter-
mined. Right from birth children are taught
the ‘correct’ behavior according to their sex.
Those people who act differently, are treated
with great suspicion and ridicule. Thus intel-
ligent women are ‘sexless’, affectionate men
are ‘effeminate’. Because heterosexual rela-
tionships are the norm in our society—which
involve dominant/subservient patterns of be-
havior both sexually and socially—these ster-
eotypes are foisted onto homosexual rela-
tions. Thus we have the ‘butch lesbian’ and
the ‘limp-wristed pouf’. In actual fact, many.
homosexuals do not adhere to any kind of
dominant/passive roles—and that really
shakes up the normal scheme of things, and

is another reason homosexuals take so much
abuse.

ATTITUDES TOWARDS WOMEN

But the worst label put -,n homosexuals
is that they. are ‘child molesters’. This prej-
udice bars gays from teaching jobs, social
work, and many kinds of public service. Ob-
viously any kind of non-consenting sex is not
to be condoned, but there’s no evidence at
all to show that more homosexuals than he-
terosexuals molest children or anybody else.
Moreover, those who raise the subject of
child molesting have very little to say about
- the widespread sexual coercion that men use
on women, especially their wives. Society
turns a blind eye to this kind of molesting,
like when the courts ruled that a man
can’'t be found guilty of raping his wife.

- The prejudices held against homosexuals
also tie in with the ideologies that express
the oppression of women. Because homosex-
ual behavior separates sexual activity from
having children, it can’t help but challenge
the sanctity of the family in capitalist socie-
ty. They challenge the whole idea that wo-

- ~men are supposed to be passive to men, and

aren’t supposed to have their own indepen-

‘dent sexual feelings . Homosextials challenge

- this entire idea of sexual roles, because they

opt out of the race to possess women. And
so people call them ‘bent’ or ‘queer’.

As for women themselves, female homo-
sexuality is neither legal nor illegal--it is just
ignored! Given that women aren’t supposed
to think and act independently, sexually or.
otherwise, this is hardly surprising. Although
it is traditionally more acceptable for women
to show affection towards each other, lesbi-
ans are also discriminated against; they are

often barred from jobs, like teaching; they
™ are refused custody of children in divorce

cases: and , in spite of the ‘mothering instinct’
which society demands every woman must
have, adoption societies don’t consider les-
bian couples as suitable parents. Lesbians
have to fight both the general prejudices

that all gay people suffer, as well as the par-
‘ticular oppression of women in our society.

SOCIALISTS

M ost socialists and revolutionaries would
not come out with openly prejudiced remarks
about homosexuals. However, the prejudice
is often there just below the surface. When
faced with someone who is homosexual,
their reaction is not so much one of hostility
but rather embarrassment mingled with un-
easy tolerance. This is expressed in state-
ments like ‘Yes, we know you'‘re oppressed,
and sympathise, but what you‘ve got to do IS
work for the overthrow of capitalism’. All
very fine, but given the enormous pressure
on gay people to deny their own homoeex-
uality it doesn’t do anything to change those
things we can begin to alter now. As one
gay mechanic put it, "All the time | have to
be what I’'m not. | have to make up girl
friends that don’t exist and even tell anti-
queer jokes. Sometimes the strain is unbear-
able’ (quoted from Gay Marxist, No. 1).

The right of individuals to create homo-
sexual relationships if they wish, free from
prejudice and discrimination, is not an issue
that we can leave until ‘after the revolution’.
But it is also part and parcel of the fight to
change society.

— PAUL WASHINGTON.
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Equal pay- is the
- act a solution?

| dBen by BILLY QUINN.
The end of 1975 saw the coming info effect of the equal pay act and +he

Sex Discrimination Bill .According 1o the Labour Goverament they will

ensure That women recieve equal pay Tor eqval work and Hhal most
jobs will pot be closed to women

~ Examined closely, however, These |qws are seen To have a s‘f'mé.‘[‘om:)czf
|ike a sieve The high pouit ot the Labour Yarty% fight for egual ity is seen
To achieve no such thing. The (aws represent very limifed potential
gains which will only be realised, let alone extended, bythe arthinved

. struggle of women inthe trade unions and womens grovps — —




EQUAL PAYACT

According 16 a Dot E-
|edfiet theEgual By Act is
to'elimindte discrimination
between men and women in

: rfegcml 1t Fay and 0"l’ker'f'eﬂm

& employmen‘h’ [+ goes onto
that equal pay s 1o be
sought when & woman is
employed

a)Onwork of the sameor

broadly simtlar natuore to
that of a Man

b) In @ \ob which though
different £rom those of men
has been given an equal
valve 1o mers Jobs vnder a
job evalvation exercise.

The [oopholes arelarge
ard easy 1o find 6peaa” Y
for companies with pet
la wyers, For a s'far"ton\y

ha the d million women
workers do +he same or

br'oadly similar jobsasnm
Most have been Kept in the
| ghe‘fbes of ‘fex‘ﬁle.s,‘lcoo‘f'—

7’ weaq'f.ooJ ard drink and

Service industries, even

where comPcerison (s pos-

sible ,equal pay still means

low pay.

Another way that can Make

job companison impossi ble
|5 by making sure that jobs
are for men or women only
[n a case in Birmingham a
Leo McGrodty was awarded
compensa'ﬁon‘ for vnfair
digmigsal (thovgh he didnt
get his job back). He had

worked as a sleering wheel

R —
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"CAPITALISA ALSO

DEPENDS ON
DOMESTIC

|

i

assembler but his firmhal

decided that with new
machinery the job could be
done by women and they neel
not pay 'Hle (n;ﬁ her male /ra'fe
O+ covrse with egual pay thee
|s now no male worker To
compave with for a higher
rate. Forthe price of £580
compensation the. firm avoids
having o pay i+s Women

workers kis‘\er pay.

SEX DISCRIMINATION
BILL

This bill compliments the
Equal fay Act as an attempt

to open vp to women )obs

Traditionally reserved for
men, Bu‘f'again +he ways

rovnd it are nemerous,

Employers will be oble to
claim that +he essential
nature of the job requires
characteristics, such as
phisical s‘I’r‘engTA,chL\
are S'*'t” accop‘f‘ec{ (N

NMAANN NN

:
-

.
el

society generally as*male!
By insisting that a Job

involves a ~three shift
system they can again bar
women , who, under “the

Faci—'f‘of‘y ac‘i‘s) are nét
allowed 16 work n'cghfsh;'ffs

in factories, Even the lack
ot adequate toifet tacilities
forboth gexes can be used
as an excuse, Ferhaps the
mosz" ) mpor‘fav\'f weakness n

 4he Bill is 'in the fleld of

qualifications and Training

. Although the bill will make it

illegal o pot restnctu
on the entry ot girls and
women int Training, it does
not -.provicfe for posi+ive
discrimnation 1o allow
women o gain ski lls and 1o
overcome the effects of
past restActions . Nor does
it force employers fo pro—
vide training for women,
The bill does nat touch
the posi tion & women>>
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» in relation 1o social
se,c,ur'i'l')/',‘f‘axdf'ion and rigHh
vnder, pension schemes,
Undee bath ads, judg—
ments in Individval cases
are the responsibility of
tribunals and commigions
set up by the state, Under
+the Sex Discrimination Bill
the woman will have 4o
pnove; Hat discrimination
has occured rather “than
+he employer proving “that
it hasn't TheseTribunals wil
not be nevtral. They will fend
o act along the lines of
government policy . [n this
period of capitalist crisis

the tribunals will fend to

restrict moves b equal pay
w(h}ck might +hrealen o

'3er\e.ml rise in wages,

The Equal tay Act and

 the Sex DiscriminationBill

came aboul as a response
To the struggle by women
on the shop floor and in
women’s liberation grovps
Thelraim is not o helpthase
struggles, but 1o defiyse Them

WOMENS LIBERATION

But the oppres sion of
women exfends to all
aspects of |ife and the wonk
place.You just cant sepa-
rate the two,

So long as women
do not value their
work or Themse|ves
as high)y as men
doso long as they
see domestic work
and child rearing
as 7hel/r\Vocal on,
so long as “they
see themselves as
less capable than
men — So Iong asS
all 74ese cond-
itions do not chan?f
they will not brea
+heir chains.

E:r q” +he5e reasons
the struggle of women in
‘the wor‘k place cannst
be split off from the
strv 3[2 for womens lib-
erution in socety as a
whole, While women con-
+inve 'f’o see the wage

labour Hhey do as'pin money
and their main function as
being in the home,their
struggles will tend +o be
clisorgam'sec( and women wi |
be ?ol H‘fcat[/y and econom—
(cally weak,
In these strugyles

- women myst mly on Fhelr

own strength,not that of
the state, |n the unions
the fight Is for the prac-
tical recognition of the
needs of women-~ pesitive
discrimination in-terms of
facilities and represen—
ferhion However, He past
p\ayec{ by male 4rade
vnionists in the oppres-
sion of women and fellow
workers will not pe
decisively wealkenel vnil
'H\ey are faced with these
wemen ard fellow workers
as an or‘aam'sed anc( mul—
[ifant force. | |

The capu"!'alfs'l’ classes
will not givethese con—
cessions voluritarily, They
must be wrung from them,

OEX ROLES & SOCIETY
Ee Ry
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Women are never out of work .
... but always out of pocket

IN OR OUT OF PAID WORK, women get less money than men or no money at all, especially married women.....

BUT women are never out of work. Whether or not we have a paid job, there is always housework to be done —
cooking, cleaning, shopping, looking after the kids, the sick and the elderly. There are NO holidays, NO days off
and NO PAY. Was CHRISTMAS a HOLIDAY for you??!!

- Everyone is being made to suffer, women most of all, these days. High unemployment is here to stay. The
bosses and the government are making use of the crisis to get fewer people to do more work. They threaten
workers with the dole queue. And when you’re out of a job, they scream at you for being a laky scrounger.
The Welfare State is under attack and inflation steadily gets worse. The picture is grim,

' The government expects women to be dependent on men. There are very few social security or welfare
'benefits which we can get for ourselves if we are married or living with a man. And when we are entitled to
money of our own, it’s often a hard battle to get it!

THIS LEAFLET IS FOR GENERAL GUIDANCE TO WOMEN ABOUT OUR WELFARE RIGHTS. For further
information see the leaflets and handbooks quoted and if possible get in touch with your local Claimants Union
or Welfare nghts Centre. -

What we can get

V¥V UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFIT (leaflet NI12) and

STATE BENEFITS are not easy to get, although often
yours by right. It's always worth claiming as soon as

“ possible even if you are not sure whether you are entitled.

. Some benefits, like unemployment, sickness, maternity
and widow's benefit and pensions depend on whether
you or your husband have paid enough National Insur-
ance (N.l.) contributions. Others, like supplementary
benefit, family allowances and child benefit are non-
contributory, and can be claimed whether you have
worked or not. For more information, get the leaflets
from a Post Office or local Social Security Office.

Until April this year, married women have been able
to pay a reduced rate N.k contribution if they wanted.
It will be phased out after April and reduced rates of
benefit for married women will still apply. Whether or
not a married woman pays the full stamp, she cannot
claim for dependents which means the woman is
forced to be dependent herself on a man.

B i)

"In October 1975, an insurance company reckoned
that it would take a nanny, a housekeeper and a
cleaning lady to replace a mother and that their
wWages woulgi cost £71 a week.!

SICKNESS BENEFIT (leaflet NI 16)
To claim unemployment benefit register at the
Unemployment Exchange as soon as you:stop work.

For sickness benefit send a medical certificate to the
local Social Security Office..

. Both benefits depend on how many N.l. contributions

you have paid. There may also be an earnings related
supplement (leaflet N.l. 155A). BUT if you. are married
and are paying the reduced stamp, you get nothing - only
your husband can claim for you as a dependent. Many
married women don’t bother to sign on because of this,
so they're not classed as unemployed and the unemploy-
ment figures are falsely kept down. Even if you pay the
full rate, you get reduced benefit.

RATES:

Man or single woman £12.90
Married woman £9.20
Wife or adult dependent £8.00
First child £4.05
Each other child £2.55

VMATERNITY BENEFIT (leaflet N.I. 17A)

If you have enough full N.l. contributions (whether single
or married) and are over 16, you can get up to £12.90 per
week maternity allowance. It is paid for 11 weeks before
and 7 weeks after the baby is born. You can also get a
£25 maternity grant (which doesn’t go far these days).

If you are working full time you should not lose your

job through pregnancy under the Employment Protec-
tion Act. 50 long as you tell your employer and provided
you have worked at least 16 hours a week for 2 years,

and work up to the 11th week before the baby is born
you should be able to return to the job up to 29 weeks
afterwards. From April 6th 1977, you should get 6
weeks maternity pay from your employer as well

¥V PENSIONS (leaflet N.I1.15, leaflet N.k15B for married

women and leaflet N.P.25 for details of new pension
scheme for those retiring after 1979.)
Women may be able to retire at 60, but for married
women the rate is less (£9.20) than for a man or single
woman (up to £15.30). It depends on how many con-
tributions are paid during your own or your husbands
working life.




Vv WIDOWS BENEFIT (leaflets N.I. 13 and N.I. 51E)

How much you get depends on the late husbands con-
tributions and his age at death.

VSUPPLEMENTARY BENEFIT (leaflet SB1 or leaflet

SL8 for unemployed)
If you cannot get unemployment or sickness benefit,
or have not got enough to live on, then claim this.
Usually you have to register as unemployed, but you
do not if you have a child under 16, or are looking
after a sick or aged relative or are sick yourself. Just
get for SB1 from the Post Office and send it to the
Social Seeurity Office. You can claimup to £12.70
plus rent, rates and allowances for dependents so long
as you are over 16.
You may also be able to get extra payments for clothes,
furniture, bedding and other essentials. BUT if you are
married or living with a man as ‘man and wife’ you
cannot get supplementary benefit in your own right.
Again, the man has to claim for you as a dependent,
since he is expected to support you. This is the
‘cohabitation rule’. The Social Security try as hard
as they can to prove that you are living with a man, by
snooping into your affairs and sending round special
investigators.
The Social Security do have the power to make on-the-
spot emergency payments. The rates are:

ordinary long term

rate rate
single person £12.70 £15.70
Couple £20.65 £24.85
Non householder over 18 £10.15 £12.60
aged 1647 £7.80
aged 13-15 £6.50
aged 11-12 £5.35
aged 510 £4.35
under 5 £3.60
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When you go to claim, ALWAYS take someone wrth
you to help you make sure that you are getting what
you are entitled to. And always make sure you get

VCHILD BENEFITS (leaflet CHI (T)
Family Allowance and child interim benefit for one

parent. families were supposed to have been replaced
by Child Benefit from April 1977. It would have

a written explanation of what you are getting (form A124)

-_

AN INDEPEIDENT
[MWE FoR WOMEW

s

meant more cash paid direct to women with children
but also tax increases for husbands and single

parents. Now the government has shelved the scheme.
Instead, from 4th April 1977, we will get only £1 for
the first child (£1.50 if previously on child interim
benefit) and £1.50 for each other child (like the old
family allowance) and tax allowances will be-reduced.

¥ FAMILY INCOME SUPPLEMENT (leaflet FIS 1)

This is supposed to be for low income families with

at least one child where the ‘head of the household’

works at least 30 hours per week. |t cannot be

claimed by families where the woman does paid work

and the man is unemployed. Once again the state

refuses to recognise that married women have any indepen-

dence at all.

¥ INVALID CARE ALLOWANCE (leaflet N.I. 212)

You can claim if you are not in paid work and spend at
least 35 hours a week caring for a severly disabled relative.
BUT you cannot claim if you are a married woman or
living with a man. As soon as you are married it's assumed
you will be nothing more than a housewife with time and

money to spend on others!

v OTHER BENEFITS

If you are on a low income you may be able to get: :

free prescriptions, free dental treatment (ask the dent!st fqr
a form), free glasses (askthe optician), free m ilk and vitamins
(from from the DHSS or your doctor) hospital fares paid
(form from the hospital), rent and rate rebates (from the
Council) legal aid and advice (ask in the solicitors office)
free school meals and clothing (ask the head teacher or edu-

cation office )

Vv TRIBUNALS

If you think you are getting less than you should, the_re

are ways of appealing about most benefits through tribunals.
If possible, get a friend to go with you and try to get advice
beforehand from aC laimants Union or Weltare Rights Centre.

l USEFUL PUBLICATIONS
National Welfare Benefits Handbook
50p from CPAG, 1 Maklin St, London WC2.

Women and Social Security Handbook
from your local Claimants Union or Dame Collet
House, Ben Johnson Rd, London E.1.

The kind of paid jobs that women do are mostly just like the unpaid work we do at home - cooking, nursing,
cleaning, looking after kids. Formany of us, a paid job has to be part-time so that it can be fitted in with the
housework. Now, with the cuts in public spending, many of these jobs are being chopped. The sick and the
elderly are sent home earlier from hospital, the kids are on short time schooling, and there aren’t enough
nurseries for our kids. The working class is under attack from the government in ALL areas of our lives.

So for us women the cuts and the crisis mean not only LESS PAID jobs, but MORE UNPAID work at home.
Most of the benefits we’ve described are paid only to a man or siingle woman. It’s obvious that the government
wants us to stay at home and be dependent on men. But we think that married or single, we should have

money in our own right so that we are not dependent on men anid not forced out to work if we don’t want to
in order to make ends meet. WE WANT TO CONTROL OUR OWN LIVES!

printed and published by BIG FLAME WOMEN, 217 Wavertree Road, Liverpool 7. 051.263.1350

There are Big Flame Women'’s groups in London:01.749.5726. Mazinchester 061.223.4515 Leeds 0532.620535.
Sheffield 0742.21374 :




Do you worry abouT the cost of living;abouf Prices and
rents going vp while The money ia yovr pocket is worth
less and less? The government Tells t'J\S‘*To' Tighten our belts,
- while 't cvts speading on the serviees we need, SChocZ‘ 4
arengt built yet classes are over-crowded, house cepairs
are not dong hospital waiting lists get longer. And ontop of

- that, jobs ared hreatened ,Unemployment hits men and women
~ black aad L SR B 3B

WE’RE SUFFERING FROM A CRISIS AND WERE THE
ONES WHo SUFFER... AS USUAL. BUT SOME PEOPLE
LIKE ENOCH POWELL AND FASCISTS LIKETRE

NATIONAL. FRONT TRY To PIN THE BLAME

FOR ALL OUR PROBLEMS ON IMMIGRANTS.BUT
PONT BE CONNED.

BY BLAMING [MMIGRANTS THE NATIONAL FRONT TURN THE SPOTLIGHT
AWAY FROM THE REAL PROBLEM- THE EMPLOYERS AND THE STATE™
AND DEVIDE US AGAINST EACK OTHER,

RACISM S NOT THE ANSWER

NELLY FLOGG kbl Yoor friendly ncigh bourhood _-Fasc'tsf

ENT OF EMPLOYME , WWXUONAL WEVE

~
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"
I
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IMMIGRANTS ARE NOT TO BLAME., -
- There5 high pnemployment the North East but there arent many plack

. people There.An there certanly werent in the 12305 when there were

 over 3million unemployed. It was cutsin government spendingao? blacks
'ﬁ'la‘f' cau.secf Iay—-dﬁcs at “Ples;seyg last year*. And i You are a bu«'lc“ng
worker without a )ob,c[on'f blame the blacks, blame the sreco[q'f'ors and
*ﬂﬂks ‘H\a‘f’ Charge Q(O"b,‘ls'faﬂ-'— rates qr\cl $+OP more. h006€$ Le‘.ns- bu;lf an&
Wa'uﬁng liets reduvced. s &

~WE MUST 0ppoSE ANY [IMMIGRATION LAWS, PASSED BY
WHATEVER GOVERNMENT . THEY ONLY TURN THE BLAME
ONTO PEOPLE WHO ARE VICTIMS LIKE US.

" UNEMPLOYMENT GROWS, NOT BECAUSE BLACKS TAKE THE JOBS OF THE WHITES,
BUT BECAUSE THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM PUTS PROFITS BEFORE PEOPLE.




REACTION TO PAEDOPHILIC ACTS

The Rev Fr Michael Ingram O.P.

There seem to be few things that can
arouse the horror, anger and sometimes
hysteria of society than the thoughts of
children having sexual activity, especially
with adults. Society’s attitudes are
mirrored in prisons where those found
guilty of offences against children need to
be protected from other prisoners. But a
cold examination of the facts indicates
that much of thjs anger seems to be
irrational and groundless, and that the
reaction to discovery of the act can do
more damage than the act itself.

Take the case of an eleven-year-old
boy whose parents overheard him tell his
brother about a man who was ‘having
sex’ with him. There was a family scene,
mother crying, father pacing up and
down.and vowing he would °kill the
* bastard’. The police were called in. The
boy was interrogated over and over again
by both parents and police. The boy was
taken to the police station where he was
told to lower his trousers. A doctor

examined his penis, retracting the foreskin.

The boy was made to bend down while
the doctor put a lubricated rubber sheath
on his finger which he inserted into the
bov's rectum. The man was charged,
denied it and the boy was examined by
the magistrates. The man was remanded
on bail, so in order to prevent the boy
meeting him again, he was sent to stay
with relatives in Ireland until the trial
three months later.

What seems to have happened was
that the boy was rather deprived of
affection from his parents who were cold
and undemonstrative. He had often
allowed the man to cuddle him, and this
sometimes led to the man feeling him
inside his trousers. If one can make a
strong attempt to master the disgust this

t evoke, and consider the possible
damage done to the boy by being starved
of love at home, by enduring the anger,
fearful interrogation, and most of all by
submitting to the formal repetition by
the doctor of the acts which were causing
all the trouble one can see that the
offender was the last one from who the
boy needed protection. As a psychiatrist
involved in the case put it, ‘If he hadn’t
been buggered by the man, he certainly
had been by the doctor’.

The offender in this c:se was sent to
prison, where he pretenied to be there
for larceny. He was put in the ordinary
wing. His secret was discovered and he
was beaten up, suffering severe injuries.
He lost his job, was cut off from his
family and his voluntary social work. He
had done a great deal for his local
community, especially for the children,
and all this was forgotten. At the age of
twenty-six he was a ruined man because
he showed too much love for a little boy

Nine years later the boy is now
twenty, cold, repressed, afraid of sex,
isolated and friendless, depending on
anti-depressants to make his moods
tolerable.

In the last nine years there have been
considerable changes in police and legal
practice, and nowadays the needs of the
child are more taken into consideration.
My experience is that parents also are
now less inclined to ‘bring in the law’,
but even so, much is left to be desired.
Even recently a little girl who was making
allegations against a man was visited at
her home by two uniformed police
officers, when it had been explicitly
promised that only plainclothes officers
would be sent. But meaningful changes
in the law will only be accomplished
once public opinion has been changed,
and public fears allayed. Our society still
thinks that children have no sexual
feelings unless unnaturally aroused by
depraved persons. We still think of adults
whose love for children sometimes has
sexual expression as being unspeakably
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degenerate and corrupting. We still
reflect the legal idea that a young person
under sixteen cannot meaningfully
consent to a sexual act, and we still
think that children can be persuaded by -
adults to commit sexual acts against

their will.

The most important thing it seems to
me, and with this all readers would agree,
is that our first duty is to protect a child
from harm. What is controversial is the
method by which we achieve this.

In the first place we need to recognise
that children do have sexual feelings, and
these feelings, like all other children’s
feelings, are expressed in play. A lot of
children will play at ‘peeping’ games,
stripping games, competitions to see who
can pee the highest and furthest, |
‘knackering’ (boys grabbing or punching
each other’s genitals), and even explora- -
tory sexual acts. They are often -
interested in adults’ bodies, and, from the
age of about nine or ten, in adults’ sex
lives. They- are quite capable of indulging
in sex games with willing adults, and even

of provoking or initiating them.

In a study | have made of 57 boys
who were ‘indecently assaulted’, 8 of -
them resisted the assault which was dis-
continued for that reason. The rest
appear to have been willing for it to.
take place. Thirty eight of the boys
returned to the same man for more, six had
relations with several men, and three
were promiscous and made money by it.
Eleven of the seventeen men involved in
the study claimed that most of the
children, if not actually initiating the
activity were at least seductive. In most
of the cases the sexual act was part of a
more extensive demonstration of
affection. The child appeared to need a
lot of love. | |

In 20 out of the fifty families from
which the children came, the boys
admitted to being frightened by their
fathers, who were violent and/or given to
drink. In 17 cases the father was absent
due to death, divorce, or unmarried
mother. In nine families the father was
clearly dominated by his wife, was of
weak character, and took no notice of
his growing boys. |



Nine of the boys felt rejected by their
mothers, two mothers had deserted the
family, 29 were suffering from depression
and anxiety severe enough to nee
medical treatment. Only six boys had
satisfactory relations with their fathers,
and only eight with their mothers, (and
this 8 included the 6 who had good
relations with their fathers). All eight
of these children rejected the act, told
their parents about it, and, characterist-
ically, the parents did not get upset, did
not call in the police, and the only thing
they did was to ask the present author
to discuss the matter with their children.

All the acts in the above study are
homosexual acts. Being a man, girls are
not usually referred to me in cases like
this, Statistically heterosexual acts are
much commoner (about three to one)
and my findings may not be typical. But
they do closely resemble results
produced by other studies. They do not
go to show that all children who get
involved in sexual activity are disturbed
and come from bad family backgrounds,
but that such children do tend to be the
ones who get involved because their need
for affection is matched by the willingness
of the man to give it, - o

But this has very unfortunate reper-
cussions. There are many children in need
of affection, for example, in children's
homes, and it is no longer possible for
caring adults to show this affection in
any meaningful way, except by feeding
and providing material goods. A man |
once interviewed had been an assistant
in a children's home for seventeen years.
He was adored by the children, they sat
on his knee for stories, he kissed them
good-night, cuddled them whenever they
seemed to need it. It was often suspected
that he ‘went too far’ but there was no
evidence, and one or two people in fact
deliberately closed their eyes to the
possibility. But he did not iet promoted,
and when he applied for other posts he
never got them, in spite of the fact that
he was such a wonderful assistant.
Finally his staff was joined by a middle-
aged single woman who went on a witch-
hunt once her nose started twitching,
and evidence was unearthed that sent the
man to prison for three years. The

children in the home were left desolate
and now, four years later, in that same
home, staff do not touch the children.
There is no evidence that sexual

contacts with adults do any damage,
psychological or moral, to the children
any more than the ‘rude games’ that
many of them play. There is considerable
evidence that parental distress and police
intervention do cause a great deal of

harm, and there is overwhelming evidence

that deprivation, especially deprivation of
thslca love, damages personalities and
s a significant factor in the development
of sexual disorders in later life.

I do not think that children should be

encouraged to have sexual relations with

adults, and I do think that problems could
arise from them, given the unequal needs
of the partners, but all the evidence I can
muster indicates that children will take
what they need from a relationship and
grow out of it when they are ready. Of
the 57 cases | studied, thirteen rejected
the man and the act shortly afterwards,
fifteen rejected it after some lapse of
time, and of the rest | have no inform-
ation, Only the three promiscous ones
stated that they did not regret the act,

- and they would do it again given the
“chance. All three have now grown up and

are practising homosexuals.
at seems to be necessary, therefore,
is an effort to inform the general public
about the groundlmneu of their fears,
of the need for calm when an act is
discovered, and a sense of balance about
the child’s needs and vulnerability.
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- Children need to be brought up.in an
-atmosphere in ‘which these topics can be

discussed as calmly as school or play. In
~one family a boy announced thatgomeone
had ‘played with his willy’. His mother

* - said, "Did he, dear? Are you going to see

him again?’ ‘No, I don’t think so." ‘I
suppose you are right, it is better not to
play at sexy things until you understand

them when you get older.’ Another
mother said, ‘Oh did he? Well [ don'’t

- think it is wise for you to go on seeing

him at his house. If you want to see him
again, invite him round for tea.’ This was
done. The matter was discussed with the
man and the boy, and the mother and
father said they felt their son was too
young for such things. The mother of an
older boy (aged 13) said, ‘Well I think
you ought to ask advice about this. You

~ like Fr Ingram a lot, why don’t you go

and ask him what he thinks? He under-
stands these things better than your
fatherand [."

These reactions all seem to be healthy,
but are only three compared with a whole
lot of hysteria and rage that I have been
called in to calm, usually too late to
prevent the damage.

It is probably necessary to have a
minimum age of consent, but I suggest it
would be better to be flexible and
prohibit sexual acts whenever there is un
age-difference of, say, two or three yeurs.
‘when one partner is below the given age
This would be enough to protect children
from emotional exploitation. Prosecutions
should only be initiated if there has been
violence or undue pressure, or indications
of other forms of moral corruption, and
s0 on. Medical examinations should be
prohibited except when the child
complains of pain, or when damuge 1s
suspected. Interviews should «'ways he
done by plainclothes officers in the
presence of the parents when the
children are very young, but with older
children the choice of speat ing in the
presence or absence of the ; irents should

; ‘be left to the child. 1 have Liteii 1ound
- that older children‘prefer not to discuss

things with their parents. But above all,
society should not cut off from children
the contribution that can be made to
‘their welfare by those whose only fault
is that their love leads to acts that society
fears without reasonable cause, and ;
whose importance diminishes in
comparison with what their love can do.

Flthir lngrlm Is a Roman Catholic
priest and a child counselior.
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Electric shocks and beatings used

'SCHOOL students who have
fled into exile have described

the systematic torture to which

which they were subjected by

the South African police. The

following statements were
made by a group of students

who were all arrested at Morris

Isaacson High School in
Soweto on October 22

A, aged 19:
On October 22 | was arrested at
Morris Isaacson by Riot Squad

police and members of the Security
Police. 76 of us, including teachers,
were taken. They took us to Protea

and we were kept in a tent. Then
they came and indiscriminately
selected people for interrogation.

| was taken to one of the rooms

ancl asked to name prefects at
school and SRC members. First |
denied | knew any of them. That
was the time they started beating
me up. They hit me on the face
with fists. Then they hit me all

over the body with a sjambok and a

thick belt. Then they asked me

about the meeting at school the day

before, October 21. They asked

me who addressed the meeting and

what they said.

After | told them they took me

into another room where there
were other students who had

by police in torture of detainees

already been interrogated. Some
had swollen faces and had been
beaten up. After a couple of hours

they took us to another police
station. We were there for about
30 days and then they released us.

D, aged 18:
| was taken to Protea and put in a
tent. Then the police took me for

interrogation. Four whites and one

black questioned me but gave me
no chance to reply. During this
time they were beating me with
their fists and kicking me. They

asked me about Tsietse, Khotso
and the rest. One of the police
said | must strip. | refused and
when they saw | was stubborn,
they all came and beat me. They
didri‘t even question me. They
stopped me and | was taken to
another police station.

Two days later they came again
and fetched me to Protea. They
tried to force me to sy | Nad been
involved in incidents of arson.
When | denied it, one of them

pointed an FM and threatened to |

shoot me unless | agreed to say
what they wanted. Then they put
things on my head and gave me

shocks. | was screaming and crying.

One of them told me to siton a
chair but there was no chair where

he pointed. | fell and they laughed.

Another policeman came in and
lashed my back with a rod. They

forced me to sign a statement and
they took me back to the police
station. After 3| days in detention

- | was released..

E, aged 20:
| was called for interrogation and
taken to an office. A policeman
slapped me around the head and |
was questioned about the funeral
at Avalon. | wasn’t at the funeral, |
tried to explain for about 30 min-
utes. After a while four riot police
came in, They didn’t question me.
They just beat me and kicked me.
They picked me up and dropped
me. Afterwards | realised that
they had damaged my left ear,
because since then | can’t hear
properly.

Later they sat me down on a

- chair and put a sack over my head.

| was tied to the chair by my wrists

‘and ankles. They also tied some- .
thing to my head. | feit as if | was
being pricked by needles. It was
very painful. It went through my
whole body. It was for about 16
minutes. After that the sack was
removed.

Then they asked me again about
the funeral. They threatened to do
that thing again for one hour. So |
said | was at the funeral, although

- “that was a lie, They told me to tell
“._nobody what they have done to me

| was taken back to the other
police station. | stayed there for
30 days.

No redress for SA police victims

THE South African suthorities will
got even wider legal powers of
repression under legisistion intro-
duced into the House of Assembly
in January.

Under an Indemnity Bill the
police and other public employees
will be immune from prosecution
by the families of people who have
been killed or by those injured in
the uprisings since last June.

For the future it will give them
carte blanche to commit any aect,
80 long as they argue that it was
done to maintain public order.

The Defence Amendment Bill
will extend the Government'’s
powers of censorship over anything

relating to ‘‘the preventioh or
suppression of internal disorder”.
It will enable it to “‘astablish

“The world must realise that
when the survival of a nation
is at stake, no rules apply.”

Connie Mulder, South African
Minister of Information,
January 26 1977

and do all things necessary to

‘enforoe a censorship over all or

any description of postal, tele-
graphie, telephonic or radio matter

of communication passing within,

into or from the republic’’.

The bill will also give the
Government power to commandeer
any building or material which it
considers it needs for the mobilisa-
tion of the Defence Force "‘or other
forces cooperating with it”.

Regulations covering the call-up
for military service are to be
changed, so that national service-
men can be called up for a few days
at a time to help police acthgainst
demonstrators,

A third piece of legislation, the
Civil Protection Bill, will empower
the Minister of Defence to declare &

_three-month State of Emergency to
_help put down demonstrations.
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New laws will extend ‘pétty apartheid’

‘PETTY apartheid’ is to be
extended, under the provisions of a
bill introduced into the South
African House of Assembly in
January. The bill makes nonsense
of Vorster’s claims, repeated in an
interview on BBC TV's Panorama
programme on February 14, that

South Africa is moving towards
racial equality.

The new bill adds theatres,
public swimming pools, lakes and
rivers to areas which may be
preserved for use by particular
race groups

It also provides for sports clubs

White troops loot church

in northern

SOUTH African troops desecrated
an Anglican church at Oshandi in -
norther Namibia, near the Angolan
border, last October, according to
the Vicar-General of Damaraland,
Revd Edward Morrow.

He said that the troops had
tooted mcney, books and furniture
from the church, used it as a toilet
and smashed doors and windows.
Thevy had also opened fire on
church buildings.

The incident has onlv recently
been publicly made known, because
the authorities censored reports
about it, until it had been investi-
‘gated by a South African Defence
Force Commission of Inquiry.

The inquiry admitted that an
army patrol had fired on a house
close to the church, but claimed

Namibia

this was “‘justified by a suspected
SWAPOQO presence’. It said that
the Defence Force did not accept
any responsibilty for damage
caused by bullets to the church, or
for ““other damage or losses”’.

New groups

NEW anti-apartheid groups have
been formed in Coventry, North-
ampton and Nottingham. Anyone
interested in taking part in the
groups should contact: Martin
Legassick, Sociology Department,
University of Warwick, Coventry;
Ewa Orszechowska, 108 Northamp-
ton Rd, Brixworth, Northampton:
Julia Atkinson, 2 Wellington Villas,
Arundel St, Nottingham.

JOIN THE ANTI-APARTHEID

MOVEMENT

Minimum membership fee: £3; students/apprentices £2

Owverseas: Surface mail/Europe £3; Airmail £6
Affiliation: national organisations, £10; regional
organisations, £5; local organisations, £3

Subscription to AA NEWS: UK and rest of Europe £1.75;

Outside Europe, surface mail

£1.75: airmail £3.75

AAM, 89 Charlotte St., London W1P 2DQ. Tel. 01-580-531 1

to have amenities from which
members of other race groups are
legafly barred.

Penalties for breaking the law
on race segregation in public places
will be increased if the bill becomes
law, so that the maximum sentence
will be six-months-in gaol.

Call to
Iprosecute |

Smith for
hangmgs

THE Anti-Apartheid Move-
ment has again called on the
British Government to make a
public protest against the
hanging of Zimbabwean
freedom fighters by the Smith
regime.

It is now known that at least 64
men convicted of taking part in the
armed struggie were hung in secret
last year. This is the number of
men who had their appeals dis-
missed after being sentenced to
hang.

The true number of hangings is
probably greater—because some
men sentenced to death would not
have been able to appeal. Secret
hangings have been carried out by
the illegal regime since April 1975,
when it stated that no announce-
ments would be made about them,
and that it could be presumed that
if a man had had his appeal against
the death sentenced dismissed, then
he had been hanged.

The Movement is demanding
that the Government declares that
the hangings constitute murder and
that prosecutions will be brought
against those responsible.

- Twenty-nine of the 64 death
sentences were imposed by the
illegal regime’s Special Courts,
which were set up in different
parts of the country in 1976
specifically to try freedom fighters.
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CAMPAIGN As part of the Criminal Law Bill, now before Parliament,
trespass will be converted from a civil offence to a criminal

AGAINST A one. The aim of this is to put an end to industrial occupations,
| student sit-ins, squatting and all other forms of direct action
CRIMINAL which involve being on someone else's property. Since most of
us don't own property we spend all of our lives on that beleong-
TRESPASS ing to others (including the State). The Campaign Against a
LAW Criminal Trespass Law (CACTL) exists to help ensure that this
measure does not become law and, if it does, to make its imp-

lementation impossible,

In recent years there has been a great upsurge in the number of industrial ece-
upations. Workers at Upper Clyde Shipbuilders saved the livelihood of thousands
by a work-in. An occupation at the motercycle factory of Triumph-Meriden enabled
a workers' co-operative to be set up when the firm was threatened with closure.
But these well-documentesd examples are but the tip of the iceberg. Lecally,
workers at the Hallam group in Eastwoed have occupied their factory to save jebs
and in Kirkby there has been similar action at Fisher Bendix/IPD, Weorkers im
traditionally non-militant secters have used the tactic - at present there is

an occupation/uork-in at tne Elisabeth Garrett Anderson hospital in Lendon.

This is a hospital for women run by women and it was scheduled for clesure under
the gevernment spending cuts. Staff, patients and supporters are determined that

it should net close.

Faced with this growing militancy the Tery government in 1972 asked the Law Com-
mission to propose new laws to deal with the situation. The result was the ser-
jes of measures now going through Parliament sponsored by the Labeur government.

In order to minimize the opposition to the Criminal Trespass propesals the govern-
ment and press have claimed that they are aimed solely at squatters. There has
been a campaign ef lies pertraying squatters as "dirty, drug-crazed hippies" and
"anti-social layabouts", If only it were true! If enly milliens of stomed freaks
were waiting te swoop down and squat im the palatial homes of the rieh and fameus
the moment they popped down the read te an epera, thereby destroying the very
fabric of our civilizatiem. Unfortunately we have to live with reality (not

that we shouldn't try to change it). The reality is that ef the 40,000 squatters
in Britain today the vast majority are made up ef families who are being used as
pawns in the political pewer game. The Home Secretary admitted in a parliameatary
answer (21st June 1976) that the squatting of eccupied homes happened "wvery
rarely". A year previously Sir Rebert Mark (former Metrepolitan Pelice Commis-
sioner) said that the pelice had sufficient pewers te intervens in these situatiens
and, in fact, did so. A repert en squatting commissioned by the Department of

the Environment was finished in August last year but has not been relaesed, Why
not? Because this document OPPOSES THE USE OF THE CRIMINAL LAW AGAINST SQUATTERS!

Why then has so much attentien been focussed on the
anti-squatting potential of this Bill? At a time when
there are 850,000 empty houses in the country why has
the government concentrated so much energy on removing
the symptoms without treating the causs? The whole
anti-squatting facade is just that - a smokescreen te

ebscure the real purpose the the Criminal Trespass
preposals, THE CRIMINAL TRESPASS PhOPOSALS AHE

AIMED AT ALL FORMS OF DIRECT ACTION! They are aimed
at imdustrial eccupations and student sit-ins. They
are aimed at protests at council offices about bat-
tered women's refuges, at occupations of Secial
Security offices by disaffected claimants, They are
aimed at any situation where we begin te fight back.

THEY MUST BE STOPPED!:

$UT SURELY You peaut
Yo uRE BREMONG THE MY
&Y TS AOARTY
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Te a large extent the gevernment's tactics have succceded, The big battalians
of the T.U.C, have been very slew te recegniz- anv da.ger. The Liberal Party
leadership refuses te accept that there is any threat, The Labeur Party seems
interested enough te rass an almest endless series of resolutions but will net
fellew these up with ant ferm ef meaningful acticn, <fh< line is drawn 't any
activity which weuld embarrass the government cr =ven (shock, norror) threaten
its Parliamentary power, The mairn opposition to tne stat< has come from com—
munity groups, squatting groups, rank and file trade unionists and individuals
whe, both outside and inside CaCTL, are trying te vriidie ta divisicns between
tenants and squatters, emplyed aid unenpleyed, worxers and students, to rrevide
united eppesitien te the criminal trespass preo;osals,

As well as working threugh trade uniorn, labour .nd liberal party channels, CaCTL
provides infermation and speakers te many otner  roups, More ard more cccupatiens

are putting forward "No te a criminal tres;ass law" as part of their demands,

Lecally we have taken part in many activities, mestly with the aim ef spreading :
infermation abeut the prepesed law. We have distributed thousands ef leaflets,

written press articles and letters, speken te Labeur Party and Trade Unien meet-

ings, given interviews te the radio, helped in lecal squatting activity and g v
provided a contingent (and flash banner) en local and natienal jemonstratiens,

If (and I suspezt that sheuld be 'when') trespass is made a criminal effence
CACTL is pledged te centinue the struggle. A motien (propesed by Nottingham CACTL)
passed at the last naticnal cenference said "This cenference reelves that if the -
criminal trespass prepesals beceme law, CACTL will centinue te cenfront it and
to explain what it means te peeple, Wherever such a law is used CACTL cemmits
itself te mobilize te defend the victimised greups ani prevent the use of this
law by direct action", But the campaign against a criminal trespass law will net
finally be won until the apparatus for the making ef laws no longer exists!
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MUSHROOM

15, HEATHCOTE STREET
BooKS, MAGAZINES,
UNDERGROUND NEWSPAPERS,

J0ss, CRAFTS, ‘
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5 pence. from Mushroom Downto Earth | IRE R~~~ fdd8
Virgin and Sissons. @ SEOPLES CENTRE 3
SUBSCRIPTION RATES: - = oo
v onc.;[cér -£6.50 six months ~& 300 CHAR”-Y SHOP g%ggbob

10% discount for claimants & pensioners ‘ 233 MANSFIELD RD., NOTTINGHAM,
Trial Sub (Five issves) £dibo : .
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NEWS OF LOCAL. NATIONALAND
INTERNATIONAL STRUGC LES
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wWe welcome contributions from |ocal community groups:
and from local photographers, artists,cartoonists and
poets. We aim to be non-sexist, non-racist, non- ageist
and non -autherita rian.vew!) Comments and criticism are
invited. Please contact vs at RIP OFF, 239,westdale
Lane, Carlton. We would like To arrange a meeting
of +hose People nterested In comPi“ng the next issue,

| - — Paul Chambers and John Birdsall.
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