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PRISONS

THE RECENT DEMONSTRATION by the pri-
soners of what was "Hull top security prison”
was reported in the national media as simply a
protest against the beating-up of a prisoner by
prison guards. Ted Ward of PROP in London
pointed out to us that the "development at Hull
has shown that people have learned from past
experience. That the only way in which people
in these institutions can get anything done after
they have exhausted all the legal processes they
can go through, is to do it themselves.”

If a prisoner has a complaint to make, the
impossible bureaucratic tangle into which every
man, woman or child (let's not forget that pri-
soners also include women and children) has to
get themselves involved in virtually ensures th-
at all the odds are against the prisoner. Ted
Ward outlined the grossly unfair legal procedu-
re:

BUREAUCRATIC TANGLE

"In the morning when the cell is unlocked
the prisoner will see the landing officer and
apply to see the Wing PO. The Wing PO will
decide whether the matter raised in the comp-
laint needs to be dealt with and whether he
himself is capable of decling with it, or the
govermor, or whatever., However, if the PO
finds that the complaint is against a member of
his staff he will do everything in his power to
stop the complaint getting any further.”

The prisoner then has to put his complaint in
writing and that must be done through the land-
ing officer , which invariably means that the
staff concerned will see a copy of the complai-
nt.

"In my experience |'ve found that once the
complaint is in writing the prisoner will be able
to see the appropriate person, such as the pri-
son governor. But the prisoner is wamed thot
if the complaint is found o be groundl ess disc-
iplinary proceedings will take place.”

"JUST A TROUBLEMAKER"

So, if that person gets to see the governor
and the governor says, " there are no grounds
for your complaint - you're just a troublemaker"
‘the prisoner can apply to see the visiting mag-
istrate or appeal to the board of visitors. But,
before he can do that he must first go back to
his cell , see the landing officer in the morning
who will then see the Wing PO, put his compl-
aint in writing, and so on.

PETITION TO HOME SECRETARY

After the prisoner has seen the board of visi-
tors and they then find his complaint to be gr-
oundless the prisoner can petition the Home
Secretary. But first, he has to go back to his
" cell, see the landing officer in the morning,
put his complaint in writing to the Wing PO,
apply to the govermor, apply to the board of
visitors. Now the prisoner's complaint will be
put into the procedure book and the petition
sent off ( theoretically to the Home Secretary
but in reality to the Home Office.).

Several months later, he or she will receive
a letter from the Home Office saying that the
complaint has been investigated and found to
be groundless.
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PERMISSION TO WRITE TO M.P.

The prisoner must now seek permission to wr-
ite to his local MP. He does this by seeing his
landing officer, who will then contact the PO,
out his complaint in writing , and so on right
the way through the same procedure. He must
again petition the Home Secretary for permiss-
ion to write to his MP, and the petition must
contain virtually everything he is going to say
to his MP. before permission is eventually gi-
ven. Petitions are never sent off direct by the
prisoner, but are to be handed to the landing
officer from whom it travels through the same
bureaucratic procedure. The result is that the
authorities at all levels will know what the pri-
soner is complaining about to his MP.

CATCH 22

"On paper the Home Office will show you
a procedure which is laid down, which, quite
frankly, looks very democratic - if | can use
that word - you can't have anything more dem-
ocratic. But of course, it's like the suppleme-
ntary benefits commission and so on... it just

does'nt bloody work - everything's discretion-

ary.

"A lot of people that were at Hull were the
same people that had been doing that for a per-
iod of years, and then, when they found that
they had exhausted all those avenues they got
their relatives and friends outside to start pro-
testing for them."

~ MISSING FREEDOM

We regret that owing to the NGA dispute
FREEDOM could not be printed and distrib-
uted last week. We hope to be able to'
maintain a regular schedule again from now
on - Freedom Collective. ,A

"GHOSTING" OF PRISONERS

"A thing which is not commonly known and
needs fo be spelt out - the vast majority of men
that are in prison if they have wives and child-
ren - they are on supplementary benefit."” So
the way that the bastards get back at them is
that without any warning whatsoever the pri-
son authorities "ghost" the prisoners (i.e. the
prisoner is taken down to reception at any time
of the day or night and transferred to an unkn-
own destination) . The prisoner will already
have a visiting order out for his wife and chil-
dren but the authorities will then make it very
difficult for the wives and relatives to find out
where the prisoner has been sent fo. Eventua-
Ily after much toing and froing between the
Home Office and the prison govemor, and the
trouble which the prisoner's relatives invariably
have to cause, they will be informed where the
prisoner has been transferred to.

HULL AND OTHERS

“Eventually they do tell you where they are,
and invariably over the last few years its been
Hull - Hull or Albany. In the main its been
Hull, Albany or Wandsworth they transfer peo-
ple to."

Tony Ward gave as an example of the autho-
rities' going against the Home Office's establ-
ished rules the case of Peter Chappel . Peter
Chappel is London-born and bred, lived in
London all his life, helped to organise the cam-
paign in London, and then the bastards sent

him down to Liverpool.
(continued on p. 2)

Jesus Christ!

JENS Jorgen Thorsen's pomographic film
which will opparently show Jesus making love

| %o Mary Mogdalene, John the Baptist and a
' modem Palestinian girl, will probably not be
' made in Britain ofter all. The full weight of

the British state in the distinctly unerotic form
of James Callaghan has now been added to
the shrill chorus of protest from archbishops,
sikhs (believe it or not), festival of light mil-
itants and other spiritual terrorists, threaten-
ing o make Thorsen’s life and that of his
supporters "intolerable" if he is allowed into
Britain.

The film exists as yet only in his mind and
no doubt in a script, yet already these above-
mentioned ..... hope to use both the Blasph-
emy Act (last applied in 1922 to someone aptly
enough called Gott) and Treaty of Rome
clause on undesirable aliens disrupting "public
order" to prevent him setting foot on the
chaste soil of England.

What do their overheated brains imagine ?
The streets filling with murderous Christians
in hot pursuit of the hirsute Dane; pious Christ-
ians suddenly reverting, from shock, to multi-
sexual orgies and revolution a la Roszak; a
last invasion of the ragged remnants of Christ-
endom by the barbarian hordes of Scandinavig;
a spiritual depression that will cause the film-

'going electorate to abandon the polls; a new

theological schism that will make Lefebvre's
tridentine mass rebellion look like a seminar-
ist's prank ?

Whatever it may be, and however good or
bad the film, the combined forces of Church
and State are assembling to ensure that we
will not be able to find out for ourselves.

Personally, though | think bisexuality to
have been quite possible in someone who made
up his own mind which laws to follow and
which to ignore, though | believe it o be quite
natural in any case , the idea of a speculative
sex |ife of Jesus leaves me cold - and incid-
entally, has Thorsen not got the wrong John
for the part? But, of course, that is hardly
the point any longer. Very clumsily, the
issue has become one of civil liberties. 1G.
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“DID | HEAR THAT SOMEONE WANTS
TO MAKE A PORN FILM?"



‘AFL— GLA.

DOCUMENTATION of extensive ties bet-
ween the CIA and the leadership of the AFL-
C1O has been confirmed by one of the found-
ers of the ClO and a veteran of 40 years in
the national and international programmes of
the American labour movement.

Victor Reuther, brother of United Auto
Workers (UAW) President Walter Reuther, has
just completed a book wherein he documents
an extensive and lengthy history of CIA and
labour "solidarity of subversion" that some-
times used tactics designed to entrap promin-
ent US Labour officials into situations that
would enable the CIA to buy their cooperai-
ion and silence. The substance of Reuther's
charges, contained in his new book, The
Brothers Reuther, is that subversion in many
US labour programmes outweighed the solid-
arity angles.

Reuther was in an unusually good position
to judge the effect of the use of US labour
programmes overseas on the part of the CIA.
As director of the UAW International Affairs
Department for many years he was able to
observe the actions of representatives of other
unions, the AFL and the world-wide apparatus
of the merged AFL and ClO that was run by
former leftists and Communists under the
direction of the AFL-CIO international direc-
tor Jay Lovestone. According to Reuther,
Lovestone played an important role in attempts
to split the infant UAW and cooperate with
auto companies as early as the mid 1930s.
Lovestone was made director of international
affairs of the AFL-CIO over the protests of
the UAW and Walter and Victor Reuther in
the 1950s.

PRISONS
SPREAD OF PROTEST

Since the 1970 disturbances the Home Office
policy has been to scatter those prisoners rega-
rded as "troublemakers". As far as PROP is
concerned that is the best thing that can happen
since this "spreads solidarity throughout the pri-
sons in the country.”

The people gathered at Hull were virtually
all people who had been through these len-
gthy channels and as a result found themselves
transferred to Hull. These men found that with
all their other channels exhausted the impetus

was to get together, organise and fight.

So for the first time, almost, with the exce-
ption of Albany, Parkhurst in 1969, and possi=
bly going back even further to the Dartmoor pr-
otests in the 30's, these prisoners came together
on a specific point and it confronted them all

and they made their protest.

Obviously as time goes on these protests -
will spread because the men who have been
transferred from the ex-prison of Hull will, al-
though they will be punished, spread their dis-
content, which is common to all prisoners in
the other institutions. PROP ( preservation
of the rights of prisoners ) is, to our mind, the
ideal type of organisation to help the prisoners
organise their resistance. "We work as auton-
omous groups. We have no bureaucratic struc-
tures." The initiative, of course, comes from
the prisoners themselves, and PROP was estab-
lished and is run by ex-prisoners.

¥

(the above was prepared from an interview

with Tony Ward of PROP London)
Nino Staffa

In 1951 Victor Reuther was released from
his UAW duties in the US and was sent on a
long tour through Europe to assess the state
of European trade unionism. At that time he
already had extensive experience in the
international aspects of trade unionism and
was able to utilize his experiences and con-
tacts gained during a trip through Europe to
the Soviet Union in the early 1930s. Both
Victor and Walter Reuther worked in a Soviet
auto plant (established by Henry Ford) for
almost two years before their involvement and
activity in the UAW.,

Reuther says that after this 1951 trip CIO
President Phil Murray asked him to assume
the directorship of a European office of the
CIO that might, in part, help to counter the
more conservative policies of the AFL office
there that was under the direction of Lovestone
and Irving Brown.

Reuther says that he found that Irving Brown
and the AFL were receiving "incredibly large
funds from some US government sources in an
effort to get European trade unions in his
pocket and dictate the foreign policy of both
European and African countries.” He says
that his investigations showed that "the hysi-
erical fear of Communism that produced
McCarthyism in America was being spread,
by means of CIA money, first by the AFL and
later by the merged AFL-CIO under Meany's
autocratic rule.”

CIA funding, according to Reuther, "was
heaviest in ltaly, France, North Africa and
Greece." In each case the policy of Brown,
Lovestone and Meany was to split the nation-
al trade union centres. In the case of ltaly
and France they are split to this day - making
coordinated efforts against US and European
multinational corporations exiremely difficult.
Although it is not mentioned in Reuther's book,
Irving Brown was again appointed as AFL-CIO
representative in 1975 and is using his Paris
office to influence elections and labour affairs
in ltaly, France and Portugal. Documentation
of Brown's efforts on behalf of the CIA in
recent years has been provided by Philip Agee
and many other writers.

Other legacies of the 1950s CIA and AFL
programme in Europe were cited, including
links to the Corsican Mafia under Ferri Pisani.
Reuther and others have noted that the rem-
nants of Pisani's Mafia organization are heav-
ily involved in international drug dealing to
this day - utilizing connections they obtained
at that time.

Reuther also charges that national columnist
and prominent Democrat, Tom Braden, tried
to embroil him in CIA programmes in Europe

at that time but that he tumed the offers down.

However, in 1967 Braden boasted that he had
conduited $50,000 through the UAW for work
in Europe. At that time the UAW internation-
al programme was financed by the interest on
the UAW strike fund - a mounting to millions
every year - and Reuther admits that the UAW

was involved but without knowing of the full
implications.

Other charges and details provided in The
Brothers Reuther, include:

1) The fact that the American Institute for
Free Labour Development has used hundreds of
millions of overt and covert CIA and AID
funding to disrupt and colonize the labour
movements of Latin America,

2) The Communications Workers of America,
AFSCME, and other unions (including the
Newspaper Guild) accepted large amounts of
CIA funding and direction in their overseas
programmes. Both the CWA and the Guild
accepted "subcontracts™ from the AIFLD.

3) The AFL-CIO's African-American Labour
Centre and the Asian-American Free Labour
Institute have followed the pattern of AIFLD
in government funding. The AALC was found-
ed by Irving Brown and the AAFLI is run by
Morris Paladino, identified as a CIA agent by

Philip Agee and others.

£) The CIA attempted , and apparently succ-
seced, in sabotaging a reparations programme
for Cuban exiles coptured at the 196l Bay of
Pigs invasion. The CIA's motives were to
exacerbate US-Cuban relations.

5) The CIA itself leacked stories alleging
connections between them and Victor Reuther
in an attempt to disrupt a proposed opening
towards left-wing alternatives to the support
of Christian Democrats in ltaly during the
1960s. It has since been revealed by sources
other than Reuther that the CIA gave many
millions to the Italian Christian Democrats.
However, it has. also been revealed that the
CIA or CIA contact in one case gave money
to local groups supporting coalitions with the
Communists.

Victor Reuther has much fo say about the
current efforis fo promote coordinated world
programmes to deal with the anti-union polic-
ies of multinational corporations and govern-
ments. As one of the founders of the Internat-
ional Metalworkers Federation in the postwar
period the UAW has been actively involved
in this. He notes that other international
trade secretariats and groups are also involved
with these efforts and he details the splits that
occurred when the AFL-CIO left the Internat-
ional Confederation of Free Trade Unions in
1969. At that time the ICFTU was promoting
expanded intemnational labour solidarity.

However, the CIA seems #o be still involved.
At the present time Brown is in Europe and is
still, according fo prominent European labour
leaders, involved in disrupting such programm-
es. And, according fo the Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence, the CIA and others
have been intercepting and reading Victor

Reuther's mail .

Victor Reuther recently retired from the
UAW but continues to involve himself in
trade union affairs. His most recent effort
was to become a sponsor of the national
"Union Committee for An All-Labour AIFLD"
which is promoting discussions and publishing
material about government and corporate sub-
version of labour organisations.

People’s News Service
(Rodney Larson and Research Associates
nternational . USA

HELP!

COMRADES OF THE C.N.,T, in Zaragoza
need financial aid to set up a food co-operat-
ive. Last year a libertarian agrarian commune
was set up in a small town in Aragon, but a
boycott by the State has meant that their pro-
ducts cannot be sold in the normal markets.
The Zaragoza comrades have decided, there-
fore, to sell the produce themselves ot half
orice, but to do so they need a lot of money
to get a shop, a truck and a large freezer.

The Spanish comrades are mounting a camp-
aign fo raise funds, and any amount that we
can send them would be of great use. Any don-
ations can be passed on via Freedom Bookshop.



PLASTIC
PEOPLE

WHEN Khruschev, the one time Soviet
leader, visited this country he said that if he
lived here he would be a Conservative. This
wasn't just a compliment for his hosts, but a
statement of his own political viewpoint.

The Communist parties who are in power are
the Conservatives of their respective countries.

An illustration of this is the visit of CIiff
Richard, a pop star idol of the late fifties, to
the Soviet Union. Now he is being officially
praised by the Soviet authorities as a represent-
ative of contemporary music. It has taken
something like eighteen years for this official
recognition. In that time the same CIiff
Richard has changed and has become a "Christ-
ian" and a figure of reaction alongside Mary
Whitehouse and Malcolm Muggeridge. No
doubt these three would find much fo praise in
the ordered society of the Soviet Union. They
would also agree with a lot of the censorship
which crushes so much free expression.

Indeed while CIiff is welcomed in the
Soviet Union the Czech authorities are persec-
uting and have arrested fwo groups of rock
musicians for "arousing public disturbances
and nuisance in an organised manner." | like
the "organised manner" bit, but they are
serious charges which could get them imprison-
ed for up to three years.

Their arrest is part of a continual suppression
of free expression,which was quickly crushed
when the Soviet tanks mlled into Prague.
Amnesty International has said that "all the
information indicates that the Czech author-
ities have been seeking for a number of years
to destroy the work of the two rock bands
because of their non-compliance with arbitrary
official limitations on artistic expression.
Amnesty also says that if they are sentenced
they will become prisoners of conscience.

Among those arrested is lvan Jirous who was
connected with psychedelic music in Prague
in the [1960s. As artistic director of the
Plastic People of the Universe, they gained a
large following during 1968. The other group,
DG 307 was formed after the events of that
year. Both groups suffered from the activities
of the authorities in 1971, Since that period
the state has tried to prevent all expressions
in the arts which fall outside accepted modes;
both groups were prevented from playing before
the public. They still continued to play in
their own style, but could only do this at
private functions and conceris. |t was at one
of these concerts, a wedding, that the groups
were arrested. The police searched their
homes and many of their friends and supporters
were questioned. Their equipment was also
confiscated.

It seems that while the Soviet Union is mov-
ing towards a more tolerant attitude, allowing
the sale of Beatle records, the music and life
styles of the Plastic People and DG 307 are
still regarded as examples of "western decad-
ence." This means that they set the texts of
underground poets to music and are influenced
by people like Andy Warho!l and the music of
Frank Zappa and the Mothers of Invention.

A far cry from the accepted Cliff Richard, and
certainly music that has very much of a minor-
ity and cult following in the West, but in
itself hardly a threat to the Czech state. But
like all authorities, the Czech state cannot
tolerate people who will not conform. Such

intolerance takes different forms at different
times, but even here freedom of artistic ex-
pression is under attack by the friends of Cliff.

At the moment the Czech government seems
to be playing its actions down because they
have released on bail all but four of the four-
teen rock musicians arrested. Their trial has
also been postponed, perhaps because of the
government foreign minister's visit to this
country on September I3 - 16. This visit will
give us an opportunity to protest and show
solidarity with those arrested.

P.T.

POLAND
Only words but...

THIS paper has been among the critics of
a so-called "intelligentsia" which, too often
and too easily, cuts itself off from the strugg-
les of those who do not express themselves in
"intellectual " terms. But "the intelligentsia”
is a dubious label which can be interpreted
in many ways and it is only fair to note the
solidarity that has been expressed for the
workers imprisoned after the recent riots in
Poland by such people as the historian, Jacek
Kuron, the well-known author of Ashes and
Diamonds, Jerzy Andrzejewski and many
others in that country.
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Jacek Kuron is a left-wing dissident who
was expelled from the Polish United Workers'
Party (PUWP) in 1964 and imprisoned in 1965
after writing an "Open Letter to the Party"
attacking what he called the "centralised
political bureaucracy." Later he was very
active in the student agitation of 1968. He
openly blamed the centralised political bureau-
cracy for what happened at Radom and Ursus
and having, no doubt - from Warsaw - a
somewhat glamourised idea of the Italian
Communist Party, he wrote asking its leader,
Berlinguer, to protest against the jailing of
the Polish workers, (This Berlinguer did).
Now Kuron has been packed off for three
months' military service. In a letter to the
minister of Defence, Kuron's wife, Elzbieta
Boeuckla-Kuron has expressed her fear that
his life is in danger because of his serious
state of health (heart trouble, hypertension)
and total medical unfitness for military service.
The newly-formed "underground”civil liberties
group, Polish Youth Committee for the Imple-
mentation of the Helsinki Agreements, has
now said that Jacek Kuron is in a security unit
in the interior, isolated from the soldiers on
aétive service and sleeps in a room apart with
two security guards. He does not have to take
part in military exercises but his situation
amounts to imprisonment in all but name.

Apart from Ashes and Diamonds published 3
ind947, Jerzy Andrzejewski has written The
Inquisitors , a story about the Spanish Inquis-
ition with Torquemada as a Stalinist figure, a
satire called The Agent about an ordinary
citizen who is put in a mental hospital because
he thinks everyone he meets is a Party agent,
and Pulp (1970) which he considers his life's
work, but which has not yet been published.
Now Andrzejewski has published a letter
declaring complete solidarity with the workers
in prison and promising that he and his fellow
writers will not cease in their efforts for their
release. In his letter he writes:

"I realise that, compared with the heavy
prison terms, the violations of your rights,
the physical violence you have suffered, the
humiliations that have been inflicted on you,
the helplessness that is your daily bread ...
the deterioration of your means of material
existence on account of the massive number
of sackings, my words are only words and
their weight is incommensurably small in rel-
ation to your sufferings. But these words are
the only way in which | can express my solid-
arity with you, my compassion and my indig-
nation.” He goes on to say that he sees the
persecuted workers as the "artisans of a just
cause" and of a free socialism and demands
an amnesty and rehabilitation of all those who
have lost their jobs and means of support.

Meanwhile many "intellectuals" have been
added to the State's blacklist. Passports have
been withdrawn, teachers sacked from schools
and universities, dissidents like Kuron des-
patched to the army, singers like Wojciech
Mlynarski (or like their counterparts in Czech-
oslovakia) banned from appearing in public.
Police interrogations have been stepped up
and physical force is known to have been used
against those interrogated.

WEST

GERMANY

IN the course of a police search of 14"left-
wing" bookshops on German federal territory
recently, 27-year-old Thomas Michael Kram
from Bochum was arrested. The prosecutor,
Erwin Fischer, confirmed that Thomas Kram
was charged with circulating "anarchist writ=-
ings". He is also suspected of belonging to a
"criminal association." Source: FAZ

The Foreign Relations Committee of the Mex-
ican Anarchist Federation reports:

"Since the elections of last July, the repr-
essive situation has continued. The Mexican
government is mounting numerous attacks on
the people's movement. The striking busdrivers
of Flecha Roja and Autobuses Unidos have been
savagely repressed by blacklegs and police,
resulting in one striker being killed in the
clashes.

- Kidnappings, torture and assassination are
common actions used against the people's move-
ments in Mexico. On the 20th June 1976, the
well-known peasant militant of the "Tierra y
Libertad" camp, Eusebio Garcia Avales was
killed. The Mexican Anarchist Federation has
offered its active solidarity to this peasant org-
anization which has strong characteristics of

natural anarchism, "
20th August 1976,










































