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The British Working Class

THE SLEEPING GIANT

IT IS NOT SO LONG AGO that the
newspapers, industrialists and members
of parliament were blaming the country’'s
strike record for its economic problems.
Organised labour was also blamed for
inflation because of the wage gains
they had won as well as for low product-
ivity in comparison with foreign rivals.
However, these days such accusations
cannot be levelled against the British
working class. From an anarchist
point of view they have become docile
and seem quite content to suffer under
the leadership of their trade unions who
have, with their parliamentary friends,
managed the biggest con-trick under
the misnomer, social contract.

Figures for strikes, according to a
government survey, show that 98 per
cent of factories do not have strikes.
The survey shows that in the docks,
although 260, 000 man days were lost in
1975 through stoppages, this year there
have been only 3, 000.

Mr Booth, Secretary of E mployment,
said: "Equally, in Liverpool, another
port which has had a bad name in the
past, the new spirit of cooperation bet-
ween Mersey Docks and Harbour Com-
pany and the dockers is absolutely first
class. "

As far as organised labour is concern-
ed, the period since the Labour Party
came to power has been one of cooper -
ation. But it must also be said that
this cooperation has mainly stemmed
from the leadership of the trade unions.
Mr Jones and Mr Scanlon, the leaders
of two of the biggest unions, have trod
the narrow path through the corridors
of power for their political masters in
parliament. They have delivered up
the working class tied and gagged. The
well tried method of direct action has
been forsaken for that of legislation in
the House of Commons. But as we saw
last week, this can backfire. Mr Jones'
cherished Bill for dockers just didn't
make it, thanks to his own party mem-
bers.

One can understand the feelings of
dockers. They like so many workers
feel the insecurity of the present crisis.
But to extend the dockers' area of work
only threatens the jobs of others. Just
because the dockers with their militant
record have made most of the running
does not give them the right to ride
roughshod over their fellow workers.

. In a way this type of attitude has ham-
strung the working class of this country.
The approach is a sectarian one confined
to narrow craft and industrial interests.
The hprizons are limited to the factory

gates and the family circle. There is
very little vision of the wider world,
little conception of solidarity or inter-
nationalism.

In the past workers have used what
organised strength they have built to
gain increased wages and better condit-
ions. That's fair enough as far as it
goes, but as we are now seeing in the
present crisis of capitalism, those
gains are soon lost. Far from the work-
ers holding the country to ransom, it
is the producers of wealth who are up
for sacrifice.

Although at the moment the working
class are losing all the battles the war
has yet to be won. Workers by the very
nature of their position in the class
structure of our society have a unique
opportunity to change the system and
abolish exploitation. This is no histor-
ical mission, it's not just going to hap-
pen, but has to be worked for. But
because workers are in a position as
producers to control what is made, then
they have a unique opportunity to bring
about a revolutionary change in the
relationships of production.

Today there are complaints that the
trade unions are too strong and power -
ful. But what they are doingis really
exercising restraint and control over
their rank and file members. It is the
rank and file who are not strong enough.
They are forever looking for leaders
and leadership. Seeking solutions else-
where and giving power to others in
parliament and at Congress House.

The working class is like a sleeping
giant which, if awoken with the desire
for change, could win the war to end
exploitation. In fact, this is the only
answer to the present crisis. It is ob-
vious that those in power and those who
control the financial and industrial
wealth have only one answer, that of
sacrifice. That means depressed living
standards and unemployment. This is
the only way out for capitalism.

In the old days national capitalist
states could go to war to settle differ-
ences over markers. Nowadays that
answer has been made obsolete by the
very destructive forces at the disposal
of the world powers. But as the state
gains more control over o economic
lives it will be that more powerful in
controlling any resistance from the
population.

In this country we hardly contemplate

‘ the situation described by Solzhenitsyn
" in the third part of his Gulag Archipel
ago (just published in the Federal

Republic) of Soviet troops shooting down

a workers' uprising. But that situation
could happen here. We have increasing
ly high inflation and before long, who
knows, some will be demanding cuts in
wages. If workers do decide that they
have had too much sacrifice and exploit-
ation then we could see the cities of
England resembling Belfast. But make
no mistake, the system has no real
answer to its enrrent problems. They
are of their own making, but they can
become an opportunity to use the pres-
ent divisions in the ruling class and
create a movement of the working class
that seeks the destruction of the capit-
alist system once and for all. pT

To livein peace

IT WAS a moving occasion, the first
Women's Peace March, which was a
spontaneous reaction to a particularly
revolting "incident' in the Ulster mur-
ders when three children were killed.
One would be a cold fish not to have felt
felt fellowship with the people walking
into '"'the enemy's'' territory, there to
be met with handclapping, handshaking,
embraces.

Is this movement different from the
C.N.D, movement in which even rmore
thousands came onto the streets with a
mind to remove the nuclear threat we
have since learned to live with? What
happened to the People's Democracy
movement which, with similar ma rches
and rallies, brought into the open the
bitterness and injustice of the N, Ireland
situation which has continued in seven
years of horror?

Maybe the movement didn't get off to
the best possible start with the founders'
first demands that any woman who knows
that her husbani or son is involved in a
terrorist organisation should hand him
over to the security forces. It was no
doubt an immediate expression ofanger
and does not appear to have been per-
sisted in, It was an impractible sug-
gestion, since human beings do not.act
in this way, except in police states
where the young have been brainwashed,
and it indicated that there was not at
that time an alternative in sight to
simple reversion to the status quo that
existed before the terror,

The fact that the movement is con-
demned by Paisley's lieutenant, by
Berna-dette Devlin and the Provisional

INSIDE

Police and Porn p4
Participatory
Democracy? p9
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FREEDOM

MURRAYS

THE IRISH Supreme Court has not yet
announced its decision on the lives of
Marie and Noel Murray. There is little
o ther news, since they are allowed let--
ters only to and from immediate family.
Since Marie Murray's family do not keep
up contact, however, Marie has been
permitted to write a letter to a friend,

- and said that considering the circum-

stances she is in a fairly good state.
Ronan Stenson is said to be unlikely to
stand trial, as he is completely with-
drawn, refusing to communicate with
anyone and refusing to take any exercise
his weight consequently having increased
to 14 stone from 9 stone. Noel Murray
does receive letters and the permitted
visit from his parents. His 71-year

old uncle, who works hard for the cam-
paign, wished to visit, wrote to inform
the prison authorities and received a
consenting reply, but having travelled

from Coventry to Dublin was turned away

at the prison gates.
ACTIVITIES — LONDON

Sixteen people on Wednesday 10 Octo-
ber occupied the Aer Lingus office in
Regent Street, London. There were six
staff and about the same number of cus-
tomers in the office when the campaign-
ers entered, handed leaflets to all pres-
ent and said they were occupying. All
customers and staff left, except the
manager, who locked the door with the
demonstrators inside. They remained
three hours, telephoned the press from
inside the office, while others were
phoning from outside. The gentlemen of
the press asked it it were a peaceful oc-
cupation, then as it was, weren't inter -
ested. The Trotskyist Newsline carried
a report, and a brief mention appeared
in Wednesday's Evening Standard. But
a large crowd gathered outside, and
they and many tourists received leaflets
during the three hours.

Peace March

IRA alike should give some cause for
hope that the paramilitary forces may
realise that they are isolated in a pri-
vate war without the support of those
for whom they think they are fighting.

- What will be important will be the plans

the movement has for the community
activities which they intend to follow
the rallies, and whether these can and
will provide opportunities for people to
take some action against poverty, ine-
quality, bigotry. It will not be the
social revolution. No doubdt on the
platform at Trafalgar Square next
weekend there will be ineffectual well-
meaning people and establishment fig-
ures who could not institute a major
change without ceasing to be what they
are. But any expression of a desire
shared by a large number of people in
a community is a step on the way to its
achievement. To live in peace is a
good state in whieh to start creating
social justice, if they can persuade the
terrorists of this, As the proverb
says: Peace is the well from which the

spring of joy runs, MC

The demonstrators left unmolested,
the manager having confirmed that no
damage had been done, and although the
police asked for names and addresses,
they did not press the matter when the
demonstrators declined to make them
known.

The Defence Committees are cam-
paigning, first and foremost against the
death sentence, and for a retrial witha
jury. The London based eommittee
meets each Friday evening at '"Rising
Free', 142 Drummond St., NWI1. They
would welcome participation by more
people, and also hope for more people
to come along any Saturday morning to
the picket which has been faithfully held
since the trial, from 10 am to mid-day
outside the Allied Irish Bank, 103 Kil-
burn High Road (Kilburn tube station, or
buses 8, 16, 28, 32, 176, 616). From
2 until 4 pm each Saturday the picket is
outside the Irish Embassy, 17 Grosven-
or Place, S.W.1.

BIR H

ABOUT 30 people from the Midlands
Murray Defence Group, which includes
people from Coventry, Warwick Univer -
sity, Leicester and Birmingham, occu~
pied the Irish Tourist Office in the cen-
tre of Birmingham on the afternoon of

Wednesday, November 3rd, to try and
get some publicity for the Murray's

case.

The staff in the offices were very
friendly —too friendly, in fact, as they
refused to call the police to throw us
out which would probably have got us a
lot more publicity than we managed. We
coatacted the B,B.C , the local press
and radio stations and the Press Asso-
ciation. All of them seemed interested
and we made the B,B,C. radio six o'
clock news as well as the local papers.

We attracted quite a lot of interest

from passers-by. After we had given
out all the leaflets we had, several peo-
ple stopped to read the information a-

bout the Murrays' case that we had stuck

all over the front windows, or to chat
about the trial.

People involved in the Midlands Mur -

ray campaign and in this occupation in-

cluded a few from the Young Liberals
and Warwick University Labour Club,

as well as anarchists and libertarians.

Midlands Murray
Defence Group,

¢/o Peace Centre, 18 Moor Street,
Birmingham,
Warwick University Students Union.

Noel and Marie Murray have now lived

in a cell with the shadow of the noose on
the wall for four months. It is no use
writing letters which they will not re-
ceive. But December ushers in the sea-
son of goodwill, and surely the Christian
Irish government cannot be averse to
. greetings cards. Their addresses are:
Marie Murray, Mountjoy Prison, Dublin
Noel Murray, Military Detention Centre,
Curragh Camp, Co. Kildare, Eire.

Correspondent.

" FAF & CNT DEMO )

The French Anarchist Federation and
Spanish CNT organised a demonstration
| outside the Polish Embassy in Paris on
4 November in protest against the
imprisonment of the Polish workers
following the June riots, and to demand
their immediate release. The demo
was organised in conjunction with the
‘international committee for the immed-
iate release of political prisoners in
the USSR and other East European
countries and the Ligue ouvriére révol-
utionnaire de France et de Pologne.

PRISONERS’
PROGRESS

ONE OF THE DISTRE SSING manifest-
ations of our society is the prison system.
By means of this deviants, fringe elem-
ents and general undesirables can be
safely removed from view. The liberal
mind interests itself in the phenomenon,
produces reforms, tidies up the edges
and of course never gets round to exam-
ining the reason for its existence.
Liberal opinion is becoming upset, as
all its efforts seem to be ineffective in
keeping the problem within "enlightened"
proportions. The prison population is
growing. Sixteen months ago Roy Jenk-
ins, then Home Secretary, said that if
this population reached 42, 000 "condit-
ions in this system would approach the
intolerable and drastic action to relieve
the position will be inescapable. "
However, this figure has now been ex-
ceeded and the system appears to have
escaped such drastic action after all.
Five thousand prisoners are sleeping
three to a cell, designed for one in
Victorian times. Such is progress.

Prisoners have other problems as
well. Such as warders. These are
bound to be authoritarian, narrow indiv-
iduals so it is no surprise to learn that
the National Front is making great prog-
ress among them. A senior officer at
Strangeways Prison, Manchester, Brian
Baldwin, who is an active member of
the Front, reports that "They almost
recruit themselves, " and that more
than 70 out of 300 officers at the prison
have formed a cell (!!) Home Office

officials deny it.

So if you have a society which creates
"eriminals' and then deprives them of
dignity, overcrowds them and puts
them in the power of hard line bigots,
you can then expend a lot of energy and
column inches discussing why you get a
riot at Hull. However, nowadays it is
not all mailbag stitching. The ready
supply of cheap labour in prisons now *
produces a wide variety of merchandise.
At Bedford Prison they manufacture
garden gnomes. An officer has recently
noticed that the gnomes coming off the
production line have been fitted with
striking male appendages. After suit-
able amputation action the ubiquitous

Home Office spokesman reassures us
"Fortunately they didn't reach the shops’’

Contributed




TRICKS oF THE TRADE

AN INTERESTING relationship applies
between the news media and its custom-
ers. Mistrust is widespread, yet they
are often our only source of information.
There is a tendency for anything that is
written down to assume the proportions
of truth, and this affects even those of
us who consciously acknowledge the
effect. The trend is, perhaps, most
marked amongst members of the more
dogmatic political parties, for whom the
truth, for that day, comes through the
letter box at regular intervals. This
piece will concentrate on newspapers,
similar considerations apply to televisi-
on, radio, magazines or almost any-
thing you care to name.

We have, in this country, three main
types of newspaper. The first, appear-
ing less frequently, as the overt mouth-
piece of a particular tendency, veers
more towards a magazine approach.
FREEDOM would be an example. The
more immeidate daily examples fall
broadly into two camps. The '"popular”
papers make little pretence of objectiv-
ity; some, like the Mirror and the Mail
openly display a bias towards one or
other major political party. The Sun
takes this to its logical extreme and
doesn’'t bother printing any actual news
at all. The other pole belongs to the
"quality'' newspapers, the Times the
Telegraph and the Guardian and their
Sunday equivalents. The Telegraph is
is openly partisan, whilst the others
maintain a veneer of objectivity. More
of this later.

Part of the responsibility for this re-
spect for writing, presumably as a facet
of respect for the authority producing
it, lies with the education system.
People who have been through this sys-
tem at its more advanced levels ac-
quire a dependence on print approaching
addic®ion. One symptom of this is the
accumulation of large numbers of books,
usually collected in batches from second
hand shops. This does mean that I read
many obscure works of dubious literary
value. One of these ("How I Fooled the
World" by John Banning) is the stimulus
for this piece. I must say now that the
book is poorly written in a curious hyb-
rid style, deriving from journalism and
cheap thrillers: '"She was a trim brun-
ette with large, dark eyes and the kind
of figure that makes my head swim. "
But this is little deterrent after years of
science fiction and the book does have its
fascination.

The basic plot is that the hero, called
again, John Banning, is the Eastern
European correspondent for Worldwide
News Agency, based in Vienna. He has
steadily become disillusioned with pol-
iticians, journalists and in fact the
whole establishment. He realises that
public figures and events only exist so
far as they are represented in the
media. After a while he begins to feed
his London office with his own inventions
and these are taken up without guestion.
At first many of these are farcical.

His distrust of television leads him to
plant a story that it emits dangerous

"T'" rays. However, later his intentions
become more serious and he uses his
journalistic experience to play hunches,
developing an uncanny accuracy in pre-
dicting the events of 1974. Soon he
doesn't know how much is inspired
guesswork and how much is self-fulfill-
ing prophecy. He reports a co-ordinat-
ing organisation for Black September,
IRA and German and Italian anarchists.
Soon afterwards there is the raid on the
Munich Olympic village and he gets a
letter bomb through the post. Event-
ually he decides to go in style and makes
ill and later 'kills" President Ceausescu
of Romania, while he is out of the coun-
try. The denials appear almost immed-
iately but in the confusion more liberal
elements take over the government.
Then the Russian tanks move in. App-
alled Banning confesses and goes off to
write his book '"How I Fooled the World"

The book's strength lies in the author's
personal knowledge. He has obviously
been a journalist and backs up his narr-
ative with technical, professional det-
ails and a file of newspapers from the
year in question. He mentions many of
the techniocues of writing news stories,
the safety phrases 'It may bhe', "It is
thought', "Observers here believe',

"An expert said''. Of course these are
glossed over by the readers of the news-
vapers and the report is taken as fact,
2 process known as ''overselling' or
making the piece more "hard' than the
reporters information justifies. The
book is worth reading if only for the
exposition of these tricks of the trade.

So, have we any examples in our own

press, if not of blatant fabrications
then at least of rumours presented as
fact’ Of course we have. Read any
piece more closely and the let out
phrases shine through. We are all
aware of the way we are presented in
the media. West Germany is particular
ly bad, with a deliberate policy to con-
fuse "anarchist", '"Marxist', 'terror-
ist'" etc., but the trend is universal.

British Leyland is always good for a
shock story and amo ngst revelations
about bribes being paid for jobs there
and corruption in their Middle East
orders the Mail printed that 50 Range
Rovers were missing. There was inst-
ant consternation, soon to die off. How-
ever, the impression of a seething mass
of wreckers and anarchists (remember
that story. ) remains. This is a comm-
on practice. A dramatic story gets
massive coverage, the withdrawal is
tucked away on an inside page. We also
had an example of a self-fulfilling prop-
hecy. The Sunday Times reported that
foreign financiers believed that the
pound ought to fall to $1. 50 before it
stabilised. Within a few hours five
cents was chopped off its value and then

- the entire thing turned out to be wrong.

Journalism has always had a slightly
disreputable image. So, to finish let's
look at a model of propriety, scientific
research. Here the solid, objective
truth is uncovered by dispassionate

.

individuals in white coats. One method
involved in this is the IO test. This

has been used to "'prove' that blacks,
Irish and the working class are less in-
telligent than the white, middle-class
psychologists who set the tests, reflect-
ing their own assumptions. Some years
ago the work of one of the developers of
the tests, Cyril Burt, the then domin-
ant name in British psychology, became
the basis of the 1944 Education Act,
which neatly divided children into Gram-
mar, Secondary Modern and Technical -
streams, these divisions then to apply
throughout their life. Strong, circum-
stantial evidence now suggests ("'observ-
ers here believe ...") that Burt faked
his work. He mixed results from diff-
erent studies and invented-co-authors,
no trace of whom now exists.

So, comrades, accept everything and
believe nothing. Just reflect that an
expert is often called an "authority. "

In Brief

G.1. Union

We have just received two recent
copies of Forward, a magazine prod-
uced by American soldiers in Germany.
It contains news, comments, reviews
etc. on a variety of subjects, ranging
from a sergeant drunk on duty to analy-
sis of Carter in the election. They
back the current campaign to set upa
"GI Union' and collected 600 petition
signatures to add to those at home.
They are encouraged by the progress
of the Dutch soldiers' union, which has
succeeded in doing away with hair
regulations and saluting of officers.
Trivialities, perhaps, but important to
the men involved. At present there are

‘a number of bills in Congress frying to

outlaw any kind of military union.

We disapporve of armies, even long-
haired, non-saluting ones. Attempts to
produce superficial reforms in such an
intrinsically appalling institution are a
complete waste of time. Armies are,
by their very nature, hierarchical, auth
oritarian and inhuman. The quickest
way to be allowe d long hair and not to
have to salute is to have absolutely
nothing to do with them, or better still,
to actively oppose them. Similar argu-
ments apply, of course, to other hier-
archical, authoritarian and inhuman.
institutions, such as ogvernments.

Trikont-Verlag

Following the article on German
political trials in the last issue of
FREEDOM, we have now heard that
the Trikont-Verlag defendants, Gisela
Erler and Herbert R8ttgen have been
acquitted. The prosecution had asked
for 9 months' imprisonment.

Another recent acquittal was that of
the lawyer of Gudrun Enslinn, RA Otto
Schily, brought to trial in Berlin for
accusations made against court doctors
in the case of Katharina Hammerschmidt.










































