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THE SORRO
IT HAS BEEN wisely said "We pay our

ñtaxes in anger and our rates in sorrow. "
So it was with sorrow that one discovered
that the nearby town library had ceased
to purchase six of the weekend reviews of
politics and the arts. One is aware that
local government is entirely at the mercy
of centralised government which is, as
everyone knows, in financial trouble and
has passed on the buck to local govern-
ment cutting down on rateisupport grants,
education, roads etc. , and insisting that
local government makes economies.

The recent defeats of government party
candidates in local elections (also of
their allies the Liberals) are partly a
manifestation of the see -saw nature of
democratic politics, although it has very
little effect upon the real anger against
the government's failures. It is like
sticking pins into a wax image.

"Local politicsare real politics", said
Herbert Read-in 1945- In a sense this is
true but the infiltration of local govern-
ment by political parties and the impinge-
ment of national affairs such as incomp-
rehensive (sic) schools and housing have

made this less true. The decline and
weakening of local control (augmented by
further centralisation) have led to apathy
or a blind anger in local politics.

Local government is based shakily on
a rating system which, in its illogicality,
gives rise to far more indignation than
the tax question, which is based (roughly)
on income and expenditure.ó Rates
arbitrarily - exempting rebates - base
themselves upon the nature of the building
rated and the available services. That the
ostensible magnificence of the building
and the excellence of the unused and un-
usable services have no relation to the
real situation very little concerns local
councils .

It has now been proposed that the rate
system be included in the tax system in
one big jumbo package of taxation. Even
more sinisterly approving looks have
been cast by big cities at the American
system of city taxes which would relieve,
as some put it, the burden of tourists on
the rates.

There is no anarchist answer to quest-
ions that occur in non -anarchist systems.

 

TOWARDS THE SOCIAL
GENERAL STRIKE
THE S0-CALLED "general strike" by

Loyalist workers in Northern Ireland
has been by all accounts only half-heart-
ed and consequently, to the British gov-
ernment, basically ineffectual.

The collapse of the strike has shown tc
a great extent the disillusionment of the
loyalist workers towards the idea of a
return to a Stormont-based Parliament,
and also how deeply the present economic
conditions have effected them. Whereas
the strike organised in May l9'74 by the
Ulster Workersó Council (at that time
consisting exclusively of paramilitary
leaders) was wholeheartedly supported
by the workers and was successful in
destroying the political solution known as
the Sunningdale agreement, offered to
Northern Ireland by-the British Govern-
ment, it is also significant to note that

in 1974 the loyalist political leaders re-
mained in the background until the strike
was established. Ironically, despite
manning essential power supplies and
petrol stations, the British army offered
no resistance to the loyalist workers.
In the present dispute it appears that the
decision of the workers at the Ballylum-
ford power station not to give support to
the strike has dealt it the final blow.
Only the threat of violence and intimidat-
ion, it seems, will now prolong the strike.

The present strike organised by the
United Hnionist Action Council (a group-
ing which this time includes-both para-
military organisations and political
leaders such as Rev. Ian Paisley and
Ernst Baird) has been ignored because
experience has shown the loyalist work-
ers it makes no difference who rules
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Within the cash system the needs of
people whether for library facilities,
housing, roadways, schooling and social
services of all kinds, cannot be satisfied
either on local or national level without
this elaborate charade of rates and taxes.
The elaborate juggling act between local
rates and national taxes would seem, at
times, to be the act of an'illu.sionist since
one knows, at local level, that the demand
and means of supply are equable only if
given - or taken . an equable society.

The Liberalsô concern for local trans-
port was admirable - less admirable is
the penny -pinching conciliation to the in-
dividual motorist, whose existence is, in
many cases, responsible for transport
chaos. The existence of known local
housing needs plus availability of surplus
building labour makes squatting and dir-
ect action - even in such minor keys as
direct labour - a necessity. But the con-
cept of direct action is becoming a strang-
er to local politics. The hackneyed tech-
nique is toepass the blame on to national
politicians, sticking a pin in (or a cross
against) the disfavoured or favoured party
man.

As for local scandals of corruption and
property deals one can now observe in
action the harvesting of the megalopolit-
ician schemes of town development where-
by the town councils were sold (at a
price) gigantic new road developments
and car parks which included.nffice-
blocks for the sweet pickings of the de-
veloper. The weeds have (often literally)
grown up in this stony stubble. Like
Ozymandius one can gaze at-deserted
and never -tenanted office blocks, aband-
oned (after nightful) car parks and pre-
cincts; supermarkets to let; under -used
and over -developed roadways and say
"Look on my works ye mighty and des-
pair! "

If there iS a silver lining to the cloud
of financial despair it is that local auth-
orities are no longer siezed with the
passion for the gigantic which too often
accompanies illusive prosperity. The
giant housing blocks erected where no
factories or facilities were; the road-
building mania, unchecked by prophecies
of oil shortage, have all been postponed
due to shortage of funds. If town councils
can be given an opportunity to think, and
the whizz -kids to realise that the easy
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APPELSCHA FRANCOIS EVERSON '

A LONG TRADITION
APPE LSCHA in the northern province

of Friesland in the Netherlands was, at
the end of the last century and the beg-
inning of this, one of the many breeding
grounds of revolutionary workers. In
1925 a big strike led to the first Pente-
cost mobilisation in Appelscha. This was
a large gathering in the forest where
politics was discussed, and music and
other entertainment eased minds a little.

The idea caught on quickly and in foll-
owing years similar gatherings took place
in various parts of the country. As the
workers' movement split into social-
democratic, communist and anarchist
factions, so "Appelscha" became an an-
archist happening. The authorities didn't
enjoy the thought of the annual descent
of hundreds of anarchists into "their"
forest and did everything they could to
prevent it. In 1934 the anarchistsbrought
a piece of ground on the edge of the forest
and since that time "appelscha" has be-
come a tradition. The war years interr-
upted things a little, of course, but not
for long.

The first gathering on their own ground
led to an amusing series of photos in the
widely read anarchist weekly The Worker.
The first picture shows a group of anar-
chists in discussion before a tent. The
second is a view of the same tent from
behind, showing a marechaus®e (sort of
national guard) half hidden in the grass,
taking notes of the proceedings.

In 1969 a big building was erected out
of locally raised funds and voluntary
help. The same year saw la change of
character in the meetings. These are
now arranged by theme, worked out by
M
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pickings are no longer there, perhaps
there could be a realisation that the
small-scale decentralisation of tli ijocal
parish, urban or town council is more
conducive to hope than the gigantic multi-
conurbations dreamed up by the planners.

We are told that the big cities are
dying off at the centre. The cure is supp-
osed to be inner urban renewal. But one
would suppose that since the idea was to
draw people away from the big city the
aim had been accomplished. Success has
apparently frightened the originators.
Why not them die All that can be destr-
oyed must be destroyed.

To quote Herbert Read again: "'Rea1
politics are local politicsó and power
and authority should be devolved and
segmented to the utmost limit of practi-
cability. Only in such a way can the per-
son - every person in society - be ass-
ured of an adequate sense of responsibil-
ity and human dignity. These qualities
for the average person only emerge in
his actual sphere of work and in his
regional environment. "'

IROB/NSDN,

a chosen group each year.
One of the important aspects of "Appel-

scha" is the strict teetotalism within the
grounds. This is a vestige of the early
years when teetotalism and non-smoking
were part of the movement. In the six-
ties and seventies this led to some prob-
lems with the younger generation. Things
are easier now, although drink is still
taboo!

This year there is no theme as such,
but a collection of small events. Some
of the subjects to be discussed are nuc-
lear energy, the practice of anarchism
and the world language, Esperanto.
A small play, a (libertarian) music
group from Belgium and films are also
included in the programme. Besides
the planned events "Appelscha" provides
an opportunity to get out of the urban
areas and to establish contacts with old-
er and younger comrades.

If anyone is interested in coming to
Appelscha this year ( 28-30 May) please
contact Tom Welschen, Quellynstraat
61, Amsterdam and we shall try to pro-
vide transport from Amsterdam to
Appelscha. Prospective campers should
bring their own tent and sleeping gear.
Another thing; bread, tea, coffee, soup
are available but no other eating arrange-
ments have been made (it's possible to
eat in the village though).

In recent years we have had an in-i
creasing number of foreign visitors.
We hope that this will continue to be the
case, as there is too little contact bet-
ween comrades from different countries.
Maybe this year a group from England?

Leeds arrests
LAST month two people were arrested

and sent before the magistrates in Leeds
for giving out leaflets. The leaþet quest-
ioned some of the rules of the City of
Leeds High School and pointed out the
existence of the National Union of School
Students. The two were held by police
for over six hours and charged with dis-
tributing leaflets "of an abusive and in-
sulting nature" that were "likely to cause
a breach of the peace. " Their homes
were raided without a warrant. One of
them was interrogated by the Special
Branch. According to Leeds Other -Paper
"There is evidence tha 
officials, in conjunction with police, are
determined to prevent leaflets being giv-
en out to school students. A Leeds teach-
er told LOP that schools have been ins-
tructed to inform the police, and specif-
ically the Special Branch, whenever any
leaflets are handed to pupils. " Among the
rules criticised was that of being caned
for having top buttons undone, and not
being allowed to eat, or wear wooly hats
inthe street. There was also a section
on black schoolchildren in South Africa
and óZimbabwe. Comrades inform us
that the case was dismissed with the
judge declaring that the leaflet might be
deplorable but was not insultingó.

MAAM
The Movement Against A Monarchy

(MAAM for short) have announced the
first three of a series of stickers to
celebrate Jubilee Year .( Tastefully
designed in red white and blue, the most
appropriate one for anarchists must be
the sticker showing the crown and scep-
tre stuffed into a dustbin with the caption
BOT ALL RULERS) They are available
for lp a sticker including postage (min-
imum order of 25p, total; mixed orders
accepted) from Box "M", c/o 5 Caledon-
ian Road, London N1. The stickers are
a convenient tongue -sized width and
mostly on high -quality impregnated gum-
paper. "Once up they're extremely diff-
icult to remove_. "

country. " It is not a national organising
group and will be concentrating its own
activities on the London area, but hopes
that similar groups in other parts of
the country will get in touch and exchange
ideas (Incidentally MAAM are also
collecting material for a musical - to be

MAAM says it hopes to "encourage and
catalyse activities by groups around the

entitled -Coraó and Bess). V

Social Strike (cont.)
Northern Ireland - a Stormont-based _
government or direct rule from West-
minster. Whilst the majority of the work-
ers may still cling to the idea of a prot-
estant-dominated parliament at Stormont
they must surely realise that there will
never be a return to it short of a break-
away by the Six Counties from the United
Kingdom. The long held prejudices of
capitalism which have sought to play
Protestant against Catholic worker and
give the Protestants a privileged position
are still prevalent in Northern Ireland
and so long as they remain so the loyalist
faction will want to remain part of the
United Kingdom. Parallel to this the
worsening economic situation and lower-
ing of the standard of living plus high
unemployment has shown that the prob-
lem of economic welfare has taken pre-
cedence over temporary political gain.

If we can find no other sign that the
"sectarian" deadlock is ending we can
take comfort in this preference; for far
from being beaten by economic conditions
it shows this experience at least might
have taught theloyalist and catholic
workers that the politicians need them.
And that they don't need the politicians.

After seven long years of fighting in
the present troubles, all talk of an end
to the problem once the terrorist viol-
ence has been defeated has been shown
to be a hollow sham. The loyalist lead-
ers protesting for an end to the violence
are quite prepared to accept the effect of
the bully -boys' intimidation, despite
bland statements denouncing it. Once
the British Army (now standing at
l'7000) has gone from Northern Ireland,
will the real violence, a corrupt capital-
ist system backed by military force, be
challengedby both loyalist and Catholic
worker Then it is that we can look for-
ward to 8- lasting social, general strike
that will not need intimidation to motiv-
ate it.

FRANCIS A WRIGHT
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ONE OF the most interesting by-prod-

ucts of the conflict in Northern Ireland
has been the growth of community con-
sciousness. Both urban and rural areas
have been differentiated more acutely
by their local brands of paramilitaries,
and by the levels and varieties of viol-
ence they indulge i-'n. People have become
aware that the small area they live in -
say, a housing estate or a homogeneous
district - may have special problems.
As a result, community action has be-
come prevalent. Community workers
generally agree that the scope of their
activities is larger than in England.

Whether as a result of direct West-
minster rule, or whether poor Protest-
ants have realised that Britain and petit-
bourgeois Unionist politics have as little
to offer them as the Catholics, growing
numbers of the working class are taking
to extra-parliamentary means in the
attempt to ameliorate their appalling
conditions.

Paramilitaries on both sides have
become involved in community politics,
but Protestant organisations have gener-
ally been more successful in the shift
from violent to non-violent agitation.
Meetings about community work have led
to contacts between Protestant and Cath-
olic paramilitaries, and may have shown
that they have many concerns in common.

Just_about now, professional commun-
ity workers are making plans for a
programme of education designed to
equip local people to deal better with
their own problems. It may also nurture
the political sophistication of grass
roots activists, and perhaps also the
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paramilitaries. (Another benefit would
be that it might reduce the dependence
of community workers on state money:
really effective óradicalism would of
course never be financed by conventional
politicians, and even now there is spec-
ulation that state finance for community
work may be cut. Closer contacts bet-
ween the groups may help make many
less vulnerable to State reaction).

Although the (Protestant) Ulster
Defence Association seem i to be a bit
more intelligent in these matters than
the Provisional IRA, who tend to limit
their thinking to fighting a war, the
Protestant working class are political
learners, whose decisions are mostly
inspirational and not based on a clear
body of ideas.

At this point in the development of
radical action, there must be an oppor-
tunity for libertarian socialists to affect
the thinking of those involved. Many
working class Protestants have become
disillusioned with conventional politics
and politicians, and there are also many
Republicans who realise that a united
Ireland would not be the answer to all
their discontents.

Despite the fascist aura of groups
like the Provos and the UVF, there are
many ex -paramilitaries who have taken
up community action and might be ready
to consider a system of political thought
which is reIef'fviant to what they want to do.
(Or, indeed, help them decide exactly
what that might be). It would be a mis-
take to assume that past involvement in
violence is in all cases a measure of
bigotry or reactionary thinking.

. IBELA  
A recent plea by the UVF that young

Protestants charged with terrorism
should be treated more leniently because
"they didn't start it" and were led into
violence in response to IRA violence, is
not merely petulant pleading. It implicit-
ly recognises the fact that many got
caught up in the conflict simply because
they didn't have the political knowledge
to understand it fully. An awareness of
anarchist philosophy and a greater use
of anarchist critique in Northern Ireland
would not only be beneficial, but would
also fill a yawning gap. (At the moment
"anarchism"is taken to mean direction-
less violence, as opposed to Republican
or Loyalist violence).

The end to the shooting war will not
come with the defeat of the IRA, as
seems to be the simple hope of the _
British, local politicians and the Peace
Movement. It will come when paramil-
itaries, as elements of their commun-
ities, sit down with others and talk,
and when they have acquired the political
wisdom to come to an arrangement.
Whatever happens, it's extremely
doubtful that Northern Ireland can re-
main the same capitalist parliamentary
state it has been and which the British
want it to continue being. To make it
worth living in at all, anarchists must
try to propagate their ideas and influence
the outcome. In which case community
"politics" could turn out to be a very
different form of politics than we've
been used to.

ROBERT JOHNSTONE

 

Marie's sentence was reduced because
the re -trial judges decided she could not
have known that Reynolds was a member
of the Gardai.- (He was off duty and in
civilian clothes at the time). Under
Irish law this made the act one of non-
capital murder. The death penalty is S 7
estricted to "crimes against the State" q t ?r

including the deliberate murder of
State servants, and the prosecution had
submitted that as the Murrays were in-
volved in a bank robbery they must have
been aware of the possible arrival of
the police.

MARIE MURRAY has had her sentence
reduced to penal servitude for life. Orig-
inally both she and her husband Noel
were sentenced to death for the capital
murder of Garda Michael Reynolds,
during a bank raid in September 1975.
Noel's sentence was reduced to life im-
prisonment at a retrial last December
on the grounds that Marie had admitted
firing the gun. Another of the accused,
Ronan Stenson, was held without coming
to trial, tortured and then released.

The Murray Defence Committees in-
tend to continue fighting for the release
of both Marie and Noel. They point out

I

that the Irish Government has already
backed down over the death sentences
and will nowxhave to give way entirely.
A planning meeting of the London def-
ence committee is taking place as we
go to press to decide on further action.

SOME TIME AGO the Department of
the Environment commissioned a report
on squatting and a survey was carried
out in Bethnal Green in the East End of
London. Many of the squatters involved
refused to be interviewed, as they doubt-
ed that the report would ever be published
The work was completed last August. The
DOE got around to discussing it with the
author in March. The Government is
currently organising its Criminal Justice
Bill, involving up to to 6 monthsô impris-
onment and a Ã1, 000 fine for certain off-
ences, including many concerned with
squatting. The media presentation of this
is that it is to deal with "super squats" -
idle hippies living in luxury flats and the
like. So, what does this report, which
has not yet been allowed to get to the pub-
lishing stage, tell us about squatting

It found that only two out of 160 squats
covered were in luxury flats, almost all
the others being in rotting old houses
(20 per cent had one room unfit for living
in). Over half the squatters were families
with children, whom the local councils
had failed to help. 7'7 per cent of the
houses surveyed had had restorative work
carried out on them by the squatters.
It is widely believed that squatters jump
the queue and take property needed for
more deserving cases. In fact the GLC
has squatters in only 409 lettable prop-
erties, while another 1500 stand idle and
available for re-letting.

Many neighbours organised petitions on
behalf of the squatters, as they were
tired of the sight of ugly tinned -up houses.

Anarchy debate
The anarchist society at Lancaster

University have infiltrated the Debating
Society and cunningly arranged that on
2 June a motion will be presented to the
effect that anarchy is the only true form
of political and social order. Comrades
interested in ensuring that the motion be
won are welcome to participate. (Cont-
act address: M. J. Rivett, Wydale Hall,
Brompton-by-Sawdon, Scarborough).
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AFTER having suffered over forty year

of repression - first by Republican and
Communist forces during the Civil War
and then by Franco's regime in the years
since - the anarchoðsyndicalist move -
ment in Spain is beginning, slowly and
cautiously, to reorganise itself. During
óthose years, repression of the CNT (Con-
feracion Nacional del Trabaio) had been
severe: as one of its current afiliados
noted, members of 18 different national
committees were jailed, exiled or simply
"disappeared". Many cenetistas remain
in prison - some for asnmany as 20 25
years - unable to gain their freedom
because those outside do not even know
their names, and thus cannot petition for
their release under the existing amnesty
programme.

Despite these handicaps the CNT is
rebuilding. Having begun (officially) to
reorganise only in January 1976 it row
has an estimated 24, 000 members
throughout Spain .- including approximate-
ly 5000 of these in Barcelona (its tradit-
ional stronghold) and 2000 organised in
1.5 different syndicates in Madrid. As
part of its policy of liberalisation the
Government allowed a CNT-sponsored
meeting - the first public rally since the
Civil War - to be held relatively unmol-
ested at the Plaza de Toros de San Seb-
astian de los Reyes on March? Spanish
newspapers and police estimated that

 

 
25, 000-30. 000 people were in attendance.
While surely not all were members of the
CNT the fact that so many came shows
growing interest in and support for the
organisation.

Historically the CNT in Spain was
organised according to the federative
principles of anarcho -syndicalist theory:
from the bottom up. One of the strengths
of the organisation during its year of
struggle in the first few decades of this

century, in fact, apparently derived
from its insistence that there be no paid
leadership and that membership in its
National (coordinating) Committee rot-
ates around the regions. Both factors
combined to prevent thebureaucratisat-
ion and tendency toward reformism
which characterised other west Europ-
ean labour movements at the time. gr-
During the intervening years of repress-
ion these patterns obviously had to change
somewhat; and apparently many national
committees were formed more or less
by "appointment" by the exile organisat-
ions. But the organisation which exists
now has been developed, again, along
the traditional pattern. In January 1976
groups began to form throughout the
country (organised locally as well as in
industrial syndicates) and to communic-
ate with one another. In July 1976 the
fir st elections were held within the new
organisation and a national committee
was chosen (based, at this time, in
Madrid - but soon to rotate to another
region) - again from the bottom up. This
group is now trying to aid in coordinating
the activities of the various syndicates
and also to "represent" the CNT in its
relations with other workersô associat-
ions.

Who then, are the current cenetistas
and what is their programme? Most,
apparently are young. In Madrid for
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