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EVENTS CAN CERTAINLY LEAVE YOU BEHIND, The moment our review section went to the
printers the issues of violence exploded, Now almost all the original members of the Red Army
Fraction are dead, Eighteen months ago we were asked to believe Ulrike Meinhof had commiti-
ed suicide when she was found hanging in her cell with bruises on her thighs and semen on her
underclothes, When the Meinhof family handed her body to a forensic specialist from Hamburg
he found that parts of the body had been cut away to such an extent that it was impossible for
him to reconstruct what had happened, Now we are asked to believe that three others of the
group have killed themselves, after terforising their guards, operating a bomb factory, estab-
lishing telegraph links.between themselves, smuggling in guns (one in 44 separate parts) and
then, in the case of Andreas Baader, deviously and pervidiously attempting to discredit the
German State by shooting himself in the back of the neck, While we should not deny to others
the courage and the dignity of suicide, it was the German Federal Justice Minister himself who

used the word "unbelievable, "

FREEDOM's attitude to the Red Army Fraction has been stated before, The RAF are not anarch-
ists as they themselves have said, a fact which the world's press seems unable to grasp, Yet
RAF and anarchists are linked, in fact and myth, Even in the context of a military campaign
we cannot accept the hijacking of innocent passengers. while Buback and Schleyer are fair

targets,

We believe that the RAF are isolated, elitist and authoritarian, Yet these people have died
fightingviolence far greater than they have ever aspired fo. The following piece examines the

EACH NEW STAGE in the tragic history of the
Red Army Fraction has been accompanied by

@ neat and ironic and sometimes even eloquent
comment in suppart of their thesis - a comment
which has nothing to do with the humourless
hypocrisy and tired jargon of their own public
statements, Sometimes it is incidental, some-
times a carefully engineered part of their war,
but it is always effective in its truth to those
very few still dispassionate enough to see it,
The most striking instance to me still is the
fact that at the very time Ulrike Meinhof died,
Lieutenant Calley, perpetrator of the My Lai
massacre, got married as a free man, Again,
the RAF's thirst and hunger strike in August in
demand of an end to social isolation coincided
with the German government's manifestation of
support for the Nazi murderer Herbert Kappler
when he escaped from a military hospital in
Rome. Most recently of course there was the
spectacle of mingled joy and relief at the
deaths of Gudrun Ensslin, Jan-Carl Raspe and
Andreas Baader, contrasting with the mourning
for Hanns-Martin Schleyer - a man who, vyes,
was murdered and cruelly (what murder is not
that?), but whose SS youth and only nominally
non-fascist. middle age have brought him the
homage and the pious tears of modern social
democracy.,

The reasons should be clear by now. No-one
is feared or hated more than the opponent of
the State, The governments of the world com-
bined against the hijackers of the Lufthansa
plane, the Soviet Union and East Germany

implications of these events,

among them - and why, after all, the surpise?
For some time the East European states who,

on the whole, have escaped the wrath of the
Red Army Fraction, have been urging the West
Germans to be harder on their terrorists, -and
expressing blank incomprehension at their
failure to destroy them, If the three Stammheim
prisoners were murdered, and if Irmgard Moller
barely escaped with her life, none would be
less shocked than the governments of Eastern
Europe.

Many anarchists would say, as with the case
of Ulrike Meinhof, that the "if" is irrelevant.,
Either way - whatever the true story about the
pistols - it was murder, (Indeed, one gathers
that Dany Cohn-Bendit was almost lynched the
other day in Frankfurt for daring to suggest

the deaths might have been suicides), | have
reservations about this attitude; it is facile and,
in its logical implications, dangerous, It does
matter if they were hanged and shot by gover-
nment agents and if what Irmgard Moller says
is true; and that the government knows this
best of all is shown by their hurried invitations
to foreign experts to attend the autopsies, gnd
by the hurried resignations and sackings
going on in Baden-Wurttemberg (the state
with responsibility for Stammheim) under the
implausible pretext of inefficiency, so that in
effect those responsible are no longer answer-
able,

My argument may be a semantic one, but | do
believe linguistic precision is a tool not to be
discarded lightly, and if "murder" comes to
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mean just anything from imprisonment to exec=

ution, then that tool loses its power and ends
by giving carte blanche to the ruling class,

Whether or not the three prisoners were actually
killed, what is certain is that their deaths
were directly connected with imprisonment,
imprisonment per se as well as with the extra-
ordinary conditions in which they lived. The
penal system in Federal Germany as it now
stands, down to the latest horrifying "contact
restriction” law, was built block by block,
clause by clause around the "Baader-Meinhof "
aroup and had, and has, its own destructor
mechanism. Sick jokes about the quality of
their colour television sets (and materially
these prisoners were privileged, compared to
others) have always served as a pretext for ig-
noring the fairly subtle form of mental destruct-
jon which over seven years, first of solitary
confinement and sensory deprivation, then of
striking trial and other legal irregularities, and
above all of social isolation - their exceptional
isolation in one tiny group for reasons of state
security - involved, That the effects of such
isolation were serious enough is shown in the
reports of the court-appointed professor,
Wilfried Rasch who examined the Stammheim
prisoners In 1975 and again this year, and
found that their deteriorafing faculties of
speech, communication, memory and concent-
ration, and deteriorating nervous condition
could eventually, if allowed to continue, lead
to death, In 1976 Rasch published an essay in

a monthly for criminology and penal law reform,
advocating that the top security prisoners be
kept in groups of at least 15, But by August,
with the killing of Buback, it was plain that
the government had no intention of implement-
ing these recommendations, and thereby, in the
view of the chief federal prosecutor Rebmann,
creating an inacceptable and unmanageable
concentration or POW camp. As for the argu-
ment that the prisoners themselves rejected the
idea of mixing with "common" prisoners, this
lgnores their fear that such prisoners would
have been specially chosen as spies or would in
any case have refused to consort with them -
monstrous as, via Springer's press, they had
become in the common mind,

This contrast in treatment between State terror-
{sts and anti-State terrorists, as between
"ordinary" and political murderers, supports

the fundamental hypocrisy and latent fascism

of social democracy in Germany, as in any
country, but while proof of it has been hideous-
ly expensive to produce, the RAF have not

had the effect they must have hoped for on
those (whoever are they?) of whom fhey"are

the self-elected champions.
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space where
they were all-
owed to meet
for a few hours
each day when
not in solitary
confinement,

Jean Genet, the French writer, to the fury
and chagrin of German commentators, (and
through Le Monde no less) recently expressed
gratitude to the Stammheim prisoners for expos-
ing the violence of the State and the consumer
society (it had not, apparently, occurred to
him before). But as anarchists we should rem-
ember above all their mistakes, and through
them, our weaknesses, | would list them in a
rambling sort of way as follows, while warning
readers that they are points that have been

all made before,

During a.recent visit to England | was fort-
unate enough to obtain some of your publicat-
ions, but unfortunately the German frontier
control decided that | had no right to read
such books, Presumably they are now reading
them!

Yours sincerely

Correspondent in Germany

- Although the RAF originated with the anti-
authoritarianism of the student left, APO of
1968, their actions have failed to correspond
to anti-authoritarian theory; on the contrary
they have merely imitated (rather than deliber-
ately parodied) the State. The anarchists have
meanwhile not adequately developed their own
revolutionary practice, and as a result, impat-
tent for action, some of them have joined or
supported authoritarian, RAF-type ventures,
while others of us sit back and criticise (as |
do at this moment). What is needed (see too
the review section of this issue) is a strategy of
action in which the imagination is appealed to,
the aim clear, the methods consistent with
that aim and not only technically clever but
cunning, politically and psychologically
shrewd. The RAF have lacked cunning, If they
have succeeded in revealing the ugliness of
the State it is an ugliness that most prefer to
the uncertain beauty of the alternative as the
RAF have, or have not, presented it Thus
they have themselves provided the State with

fresh raison d'etre. In their aim of revealing
the vulnerability of the State, and perhaps
carried away by their technical prowess, and
irresolute about the targets of their guns and
bombs, the RAF seem to have seriously under-
estimated the general - not only "bourgeois” -
fear they would generate.

- It will be answered that the RAF's idea is
to draw out the basic fascism of the "liberal "
State. Presuming from their literature that
the objective of the RAF is not an anarchic
one, this may be the correct thing to do. An
openly fascist state would in its turn provoke
a popular front of left-wing resistance, But it
is unlikely that the abolition of power itself
would be brought nearer in this way, Smashing
fascism does not mean smashing power., And
power can only be smashed for any length of
time if the alternative community structures
are alread, being laid.

- This brings us to perhaps the most serious
failing of the RAF since they came into being -
the inability to combine legal with illegal
activities, which was their original intention.
The plan was to prepare and set up an efficient
military network all over the country and be-
yond to service the needs of the "working
class" once the Revolution had begun, With
this class the RAF would cement relations on
a legal as well as illegal plane, withdrawing
from the centre of the stage when no longer
needed, But the bombing campaigns and the ‘
start of the killings forced them into a twilit 2
jungle which grew its own obstacles and pre-
occupations, victories and defeats, far removed
from anything of import to the daylight world,

let alone the factoriess Workers who did join
were not necessarily trusted to take part in

the ideological discussion, were more or less

left with opening and shutting doors if one is

to believe not just police reports on crown
witnesses (which one will not) but comments

from members of the 2nd June Movement,

vhose composition was less middle class, and

who seem to have been held in some disdain

by the younger RAF, Some who joined the

RAF, hoping to replace "verbal radicalism”

by Acfion, began to realise that the RAF's

kind of revolutionary struggle would take as

long, and maybe even longer, than others,

and had its own periods of unutterable boredom
and routine, and isolation and pettiness,

(There are some indications that Ulrike Mein-

hof herself had felt the need for giving more
thought to what they were doing and wished to
start a breakaway group, but by that time the L
jungle was already closing in on them).

~ If anarchists are to succeed where the RAF
have failed, they must know how to combine
legality with illegality, While continuing to
take part in environmental,, ecological and
social struggles and forming fresh opposition
groups around specific and related issues,
they should gain public attention by acts of

Cont. Page. [ 4

One point to emerge is an official
admission that Britain's SAS are ready to
emulate GSG=9, The Home Secretary,
Rees, let this slip, reportedly to the
annoyance of the National Airport
Security Committee, Until now the
official picture of airport security is
that it is operated jointly by the local
and overt army units, The latter have
been carrying out exercises at Heathrow
for some time,

oo It is ironic that only the law and
order Daily Telegraph ignored the
requests to suppress stories about the
preparations for storming the hi-jacked
plane in Somalia .+ Sabotage?
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OLD BILL
STRIKES

AGAIN

THE PROMISE of a police strike—made most
vehemently by Tory MP Eldon Griffiths—may
bring hope to anyone looking forward to a bit
of mischief without Oid Bill's intereference
but can we take it seriously ?

Police Federation chairman James Jardine—
who is more interested in securing a 10 per
cent pay rise for his members than making a
political point— forecast a "mass exodus from
the police forces by people using their feet as
industrial action", Which is even better news
for anyone with long term mischief in mind,

There have, in fact, been two police strikes in
Britain, One in 1918, while the war was grin-
ding to a close, and a second in the following
year, Both failed. A Police Union formed in
1913 and operating virtually underground was
crushed, A tame Federation was grudgingly al-
lowed to form,

One of the fynders of the Union—though ar-
guing for the right of the police to organise
like other workers—said he could never envis—
age a situation in which it would combine with
other unions in a Gzaneral Strike,

"But, " say Reynolds and Judge in The IMignt
the Police went on Sirike , "he added that the
police were often forced to act with unreason-
able favouritism towards the employer against
the working class, "

This recalls a more recent episode in 1968 when

the Paris police, following days of battering by
rioting students and facing a working class up-
surge, warned a shaky Government that their
loyalty was not limitless,

All of which suggests that policemen the world
over have a keen sense of what side their bread

is buttered on and won't hesitate to pull out, or

at least make threats, when their masters' con-
fidence weakens,

Organised labour generally in 1918 and 1919
vas reluctant to aid the police strikers, Claims
that the police were fellow workers were ig-

nored when not openly derided, "Orice a scuf-

fer always a scuffer, " one Liverpuddlian shout-

ed during a mzeting appealing for support.
Are policemen workers? ask Meltzer and
Christie in Floodgates of Anarchy, "Clearly
yes," they say. "But..s”

And it is this "but" that was neatly summad up
by Judge Neil McKinnon at the Old Bailey
last week, Sentencing six men for attacking
two police officers he said: "It is no good set-
ting about a police officer because, behind
him, stands the police force, behind them ‘he

army, navy and air force, and behind thzm the -

whole State,

"You can't fight the State, | can't and you
can't,”

His argument could, and should, go further,
Behind every civil institution of the State—

behind the Inland Revenue and every Whitehall

and Town Hall bureaucrat—stand, immediate-
ly, poised, the police.

—\—_\

We come into a world where the State already |
exists, It waits for us with open hands, By the
act of our birth we are deemed, mysteriously,

to have freely signed a contract with the State.

It will protect us and all it asks in return is
our obedience,

To refuse is illegal. To contemplate refusal is
accepted. Even to speak, quietly, of refusal
is tolerated by many liberal States, But to act,
That is something different,

If you have not been persuaded by the educa-
tion system and the communications system that
it is absurd to refuse, the police are there to
convince you, And, as the judge said, behind
every truncheon there is a dgun,

"What is a policeman?" ask the Situationists

in their analysis of the 1965 Los Angeles riots.
"He is the active servant of commodities, the
man in complete submission to commodities,
whose job is to ensure that a given product of
human labour remains a commodity with the
magical property of having to be paid for in-
stead of becoming a mere refrigerator or rifle, "

The police are the State's chargehands. They
hustle workers into line and help, along with
the other institutions, to preserve a system in
which someone other than the worker gains
from his or her labour, from his or her life, in
which the worker can only be a loser,

But the police are also wage slaves themselves,

as their present struggle indicates, They con-
sume in much the samz way as the "average"
worker and his or her family, They face the
same restrictions, Their lives are as little their
own as ours are.,

What do they gain? ! isn't money,

"Surely there is a prestige element, is there
not, which would keep people in the Force?"
a Metropolitan Police Commissioner was asked,
"To the idealist, yes, sir, but to the realist,
no. In fact he will argue the other way, that

a policeman is looked down on, that in his
neighbourhood he is regarded with suspicion,

It is difficult to make friends, "

That was in 1960, It is likely that in 1977 he
is further despised as being corrupt as well,
No longer that mythical decent man doing a
dirty job in difficult circumstances he is now
regarded as a dirty job himself, Part of the
problem rather than the solution,

"They contain explosive contradictions within
themselves, " argues Norman Mailer, "They
are more responsible than the average man,
they are more infantile, They are attached
umbilically to the concent of honesty, they
are profoundly corrupt, They possess more
physical courage than the averags man, they
are unconscionable bullies; they serve the
truth, they are psychopathic liars,"

They are a hopeless case, Despised by the
public they claim to serve, At war with them-
selves, hardly knowing which of them is bent
and which straight. Not even favoured by the

State whose guardians they are, so terrified is
it that if policemen are given a decent wage
the whole system may come tumbling down,

A policeman's lot is not a happy one. The
death of the State would not only end our
misery, but their's as well,

HARRY HARMER,

ANARCHIST
STUDENT
CONFERENCE

The anarchist Students Network have circula-
ted the following provisional agenda for the

Conference in Exeter on Saturday/Sunday
November 5/6:

1. Nuclea Povrer,

2, How to fight Fascism—is the usual left ap-
roach of street fighting the best, or the only,
way to fight ?.

3. Criminal Law Act—now the act (the crimi-
nal trespass bill) has been passed, how do we
fight it?

4, Propaganda techniques. For the last few
years the Left in Britain has been getting
stronger, and even the anarchist movement has
been growing slowly, How do we put anarchist
ideas across to most people for whom politics
is a choice between labour and tories ?

5. A practical guide to direct action (er,
How do we fight the State). Tactics on demon
strations, squatting and so on,

6, Pacifism vs, violence, Even if we didn't
suggest this it would come up. Can a truly an-
archist society be achieved by the use of viol-
ence? Is violence even justified in self def-
ence, Is violence against property a different
thing from violence against people? Make up
your own mind and choose your own path, but
listen to the arguments,

7. Future co-ordinated action, If the ASN is t
to be anything more than just a grand sounding
name, then we have to be able to mount con-
certed campaigns—with or without NUS back-
iNgs & o

8. One of the things that will probably come
up is '"Why have an ASN at all ?'

"Obviously, all the above are just suggestions
o s o they aren't timetabled in any way, and
the whole conference is flexible. If people
arrive on Friday night as we hopelthey will,
then we should have at least a day and a half
of discussion to take us through to Sunday din-
ner time... Even so a day and a half isn't .
very long, We would prefer this conference
to restrict itself to practical matters, . .

"Exeter is a small town, the university is easy
to find, Hitching is good on the M5, Just
follow the M5 till you see the Exeter sign,
and you're nearly there. Crash pads will be

provided, kip sacs are necessary. . « Food
available but must be paid for., ;

"If you are thinking of coming, please write
and let us know, "

/This item was inadvertently held over from
Tast issue, Because of shortage of tims, if you
have not already arranged to attend we advise
telephoning Exeter Anarchists Collective on
Exeter 52857 (Devonshire House, University
of Exeter, Stocker Road, Exeter, The com-
rades hope participants will arrive Friday
evening./
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