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THE CONSERVATIVE -controlled GLC
(Greater London Council) have asked
one million London old age pensioners
to have their photos taken and apply now
for free passes to travel on London
buses next year - passes which will be
issued by London Transport in the for-
mat of a mini passport, containing name,
number and signature of the holder.

Millions of other Red Bus Pass, Go As
You Please, monthly or annual ticket
holders have also been requested by the
GLC to apply to London Transport for
"photocards' which, from this month
onwards, must be shown with a ticket
each time they travel by bus.

Non-compliance with this formality,
imposed ostensibly to curb abuses in
the use of free passes and other season
tickets means that objectors to identific-
ation cards being issued by government
agencies, municipal or transport auth-
orities, employers, trade unions etc,
will have to pay the full wack of individ-
ual fares for each bus journey.

In a country which prides itself on not
having a national identification system,
any form of partial identification of the
individual could be resisted by those
who believe in people's right to anonym-
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ity. Already large sectors of the work-
ing population are being requested by
their employers to carry identification
cards (computer personnel, bank mess-

- engers, police, army, air force, hospft~

al staff, power plant personnel, journal=-
ists and reporters, security guards, etc,
Cards for identifying people on the spot
are creeping in little by little without
their being aware of it. Soon it will no
doubt be the turn of Underground season
ticket holders, British Rail passengers,
ratepayers and car drivers, blood don-
ors or any other section of the commun-
ity. The problem with identity cards is
that they NEVER stop being issued by
those who claim to believe in Freedom
and Democracy ...

1984 is approaching not only in time but
in practice. The issuing of photocards
to old age pensioners and working people
in general who use buses as their only
means of transport is another step to-
wards the consolidation of the corporate
state in Britain,

The little freedom we have in this count-
ry is being eroded by laws which make
it increasingly difficult for us to organ-
ise or protest against the injustices. of
the capitalist system. The government,

efc...

IN THE dear dead days beyond recall when a

political scandal was a rare event, a high-

class call-girl Miss Mandy Rice-Davies earned
for herself a niche in the Dictionary of Quot- §

ations by saying, during the Profumo offair

(with which she was not unconnected) that the
denial of a peer regarding commerce with Mis:

MR-D was not unexpected., She said, when

told he denied the story, "Well ... he would,

wouldn*f he ™
'In the same spirit

anarchists can approach

lately. Perhaps fhe anarchist 'discretion’ in
analysis of world events (referred to by S,

Parane in the current Review) is due to a fail-
ure (shared with Miss M.R-D.) to be surprised
at government deception, hypocrisy and brutal-

fity. Only an idealist-optimist who expected
(Eont po 7}

world affairs - of which
there have been a lot

employers and trade unions are impos-
ing economic and administrative meas-
ures on the working population which,
by their capitalist nature, are essent-
fally repressive and unjust.

The introduction by the GLC of photo-

cards for bus travellers and the compl-
iance with such a scheme on the part of
trade union mandarins and union memb-

~ ers working on the buses is a nasty

piece of administrative legislation that
is solely intended to repress yet further
a large section of the working population
of London. How can we oppose these
measures? By insisting on and fighting
for FREE TRANSPORT FOR ALL!

By resisting fare increases and by boy-
eotting the introduction of photocards
and such schemes. By using the

paid envelopes available in the Tube
ticket offices and bus depots (meant to
apply to London Transport for the iden-
tity cards) and posting them with your
comments about the new identification
system on the buses.

Our comrades in Italy (see Zero no. 4
for more detailed information) have
taken action by 'hi-jacking' some of
Milan's underground ticket offices and
allowing people to enter the barriers
without tickets, while others sabotaged
the machines with bits of mefal, plastic
and glue, Is such action possible in the
'London buses and in the Underground?
It has not yet been tried in this country
and it seems to me that this kind of phy-
sical effort on the part of anarchists

would be more productive in terms of

healthy propaganda than smashing the

heads of National Front supporters.

CLAIDE
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For a NATIONAL

A CONFERENCE to discuss the possibility of
forming a 'Libertarian Socialist Alliance' was
held in the student's union of the Polytechnic
of Central London on Saturday, 3 November.
Organised by the Dorking Libertarian Group,
West London Libertarian Socialists and PCL
Anarchists, the meeting attracted only about
20 people, with very little representation

from the Federation of London Anarchist Groups.
This was unfortunate, especially in view of the,
fact that comrades had come from as far afield
as Manchester, as well as Cambridge, but the
delay of notices in the Christmas post was
thought to be partly responsible; it was also
possible that the expressed aims of such an
alllence hed a too familiar ring to them for
many anarchists, freshly disillusioned with the
late, grandiosely-titled Confederation of Brit-
ish Anarchists, Nevertheless it turned out fo

be a useful and constructive meeting.

Pointing out the failure of anarchists and liber-
tarians to respond effectively to the erosion of
civil liberties, and attacks on the quality of
life and individuality, an 'Open Letter to the
Libertarian Left' stressed that this resulted from
the splintered state of the movement, and ad-
vocated the establishment of a national coord-
inating netwo rk of autonomous groups, the
election of a secretariat - with no authority -
to deal with administration and the calling of
a bi-monthly, decision-making national con-
ference, open to all members.,

Although the setting up of an alliance with
these functions was not - and in view of the
rather poor attendance could not - be formally i

ANTI~-FASCIST CA

agreed on at the meeting, the need for a means
of exchanging and coordinating information,
ideas and action on a national level was agreed
by all present. Some participants felt that it
was unrealistic to try to set up a proper organ-
isational structure to create the action, rather
than vice versa, and it was decided to try to
concentrate first on a national anti-fascist
campaign open to autonomous groups, but org=
anised along specifically anarchist lines (i.e.
not plain, authoritarian fasci-bashing, but
placing a distinct emphasis on positive grass-
roots or rank and file agitation; on the left as
well as right wing nature of fascist ideology
and methods and on the need to produce a

lucid analysis of fascism, absent from the
papers and campaigns of the authoritarian left).
Terry Liddle of Social Revolution/Solidarity
volunteered to take on the work of trying to
coordinate a national anti-fascist campaign

for next year, and the hope was expressed

that volunteers from various other groups would
come forward to help.

The idea was also put forward that action
campaigns could be initiated best through
specialist groups. Such study groups or comm-=
issions could emerge from a national coordinat-
ing structure, forming around such topics as
'terrorism', sexism, racism, housing, human \
rights (the real sort, not Carter's), transport,
workers' councils, class struggle and how it
should be re-defined, and could both throw
out ideas for wider distribution and debate in
the anarchist press and start  action camp-
aigns on such specific questions, J

MPAIGN

Where the amarchist press was concerned,
there was some division as to whether a com-
pletely new paper was needed to fulfill the
aims of a 'libertarian socialist alliance', with
a kind of rotating editorial group (much as
the new 'Solidarity for the Social Revolution'’
paper, to come out in January, intends to
have) or whether the existing papers should
be used and their potential developed with
spcialist groups submitting articles and other

material to the relevant publications,

Use of the local press was also discussed,
Howard Fuller of the Dorking l.ibertarian
Group said that although the press was under
right wing control, within their short existence
the group had, by using its resources, managed
to get a fair amount of publicity for their act-
ivities and views, and had begun to receive
queries from local people as to what their
position was on various issues, Other groups
could exploit the local press more than they
did. They could also, like the Cambridge an-
archists recently, take the opportunity of Punk
Rock concerts, etc. to get through to young
people by distributing clearly written leaflets
on anarchism,

As well as deciding to try to initiate a nation-
al anti-fascist campaign for next year, the
meeting agreed that it would be worth while
to organise a second, two-day conference in
the north of England with better advance pub-
licity, after contacting all the regional anar-
chist/libertarian federations for their views
and comments and possibly holding an interim
meeting with them,
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"ORITARIAN UTOPIA

'WHAT DID YOU LEARN AT SCHOOL TODAY

most undemocratic institutions in society.

\ APART FROM PRISONS, schools are the

= - Y As such they are an unhealthy environment
‘ \ - ' for the democratic education of our children.

' The Libertarian Eduction Association says

$ that many politicians and employers - and

f. some tedchers - are fighting to turn the clock
. back in schools, to revive an authoritarian
.t Utopia.

" 'The cracks in the social system revealed by

.. the economic crisis are all conveniently

-+ blamed on progressive educational methods, '
“ say the Association. 'In fact, in most schools
..+ the changes have been very minor,'

+ The Association:

‘7 - exists to encourage progressive eduaation
.« methods
.+« - opposes the examination system
.. - opposes corporal punishment or any form of
~ compulsion in education
"~ calls for an end to religious 'education’ in
schools, and

~+= 1= = calls for democracy in schools.,
. %k

'We need to equip our children with critical
minds to understand the world, to see what
changes are necessary to make it a better
place for everyone, and to be able to bring
about the necessary change.’

The Association calls on all parents, teachers,

young people and others who share a belief

in libertarian education to join it. 'We intend
to defend the minor reforms that have been
made, and goforward to campaign for a freer,
more sympathetic environment in which young
people can grow up free from fear and prej-
udice,’

The obstacles to this movement are the

powers of local politicians, education officials
and head teachers. 'Schools should be an
integral part of the community, and under

the democratic control of young people,
teachers and parents,’

Education isn't a matter of passing exams
and absorbing the ethics of competition,
hierarchy and authority. 'Real education is
the life-long process in which we are all
learners and teachers passing on and acquir-
ing skills and understanding as we go through
life.’

Contact; Libertarian Education Association,
7, Creswell Walk, Corby, Nerthants,
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IN ITSELF the claimants' sit-in at the
Bocial security offices described

may seem like a fairly insignificant
skirmish in terms of "the Revolution" "
but it means quite a lot to us, because
it shows just what can happen - even in
the utlimate Tory ghetto: Hastings.

Like most claimants' unions we have a
very small active membership; I'm glad
to say that the 3 -4 anarchists involved
are in a majority!

Unless you've ever been in Hastings it's
impossible to imagine the atmosphere of
apathy that hangs over it, so we feel
we're justified in being quite proud of
the fact that we could ir
like this.

Unemployment in Hasti..gs is way above
average - a quarter of the unemployed
in East Sussex are in Hastings - and of
course the DHSS are as shit-faced as

everywhere,

Frustration and anger are building up
amongst these people on the dole and

social security, exposed to the full force

of the alienation and dehumanisation of
late twentieth century capitalism.

If we can get this together in Hastings
(one of the most reactionary towns in
Britain) then I don't feel I'm exaggerat-
ing if I say that claimants all over the
country could rise up tomorrow and
give the whole inhuman 'welfare state’

a kick in the balls that it wouldn't forget

for a long time.

We don't intend to let the impetus drop.
We don't see sit-ins as a means of gett-
ing concessiors, we see this tactic as a

tigate something

QHAST N@-S NE’I«\)S)
2.3 NoV /9>

We have another sit-in planned for the
near future - this time the reason for
the sit -in is that they're trying to send
one of our comrades in the claimants’
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PROTES T

i ABOUT two. dozen
; ‘supporters of the

tdwn’s claimants-
union staged a sit-in
protest at the sooial
security  offices at
Heron House on

Friday.

They were demon-
strating against the
removal by police of a
claimants union
member while he was
-trying 9.help someone-
with a claim.

The protesters — who
included two.toddlers —
remained in Heron
House after the doors
closed at 3.30pm. .
- They toid omclalsi
they were staying until
5pm unless they receiv-
ed an apology for the
earlier incident.

The police were calleg.
and the demonstratorg:
were told they wera
trespassing and wouldf
have {o leave. :

The - protesters ren
fused to go and, ‘sitting
in a circle of chairs)
-finked arms.

and dragged them out-;
;Stde and the sit-in,:

which had lasted for an|
hour, was over. Therel
was no violence and ho
rrests.

. A claimaints’
okesman said a valid
faim was bing gursuedl
hen.-the_ first mchem
ook place :

only 25p for the woakr..

end after paying ‘herrent

and lost wages to return

on the Monday for her.
money, he said. - .
Nothing™ had - been
done to justify the union
member’s . eviction and -
that was why the sit-in

took place, he said.
The blaunants union -

was set ‘up. to hi
people. in need:‘to t‘
their full entmernem to
benems :

its ber‘ k.
social sec rity oH rs
cannot be relied on 10
volunteer infarmation to
claimants about their .
rights.-

x
- o

- Police carried, puled -

union,.
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. A girl wan:jeft with |

continuing revolutionary action which
will at least make them think twice about
swindling someone out of even the pitt-

ance they are ''entitled" to.
were instructed not to make public what was

BR'GHTON HOSPITAL discussed; indeed they were asked not even

to mention the meeting had been held,
. As the Evening Argus summed it up (25/11/77)

THE past two months have witnessed a highly Sussex Hospital ., All wards were rewired and f;r:;ed:l::fseuovce): eg\efombu : 2 l: ;/Ue : ; h; ?:::_T‘I ?
- successful campaign in Brighton and Hove to redecorated, new bathrooms installed, pharm- rivete comm';ffee D ?‘h --N:t‘ el "

save the New Sussex Hospital. Public anger acy and out-patients expanded and reorganised Eiealfh S Tca 7 2

has been especially aroused by the underhand and a new automatic generator put in - the i

tactics of local health administrators. most modern and efficient in any Brighton Hosp-

This Disteict B 1n the "red" to the tuné of ital. Work on the new generator had been

£ 435,000 and there is plenty of evidence of comp.I eted less than three months ago. And
administrative incompetence. £ 120,000 had now it was proposed to gut the buildings and
been spent on a new bleck at Foredown Hospit- convert them into offices!

al - still unoccupied. At Brighton General
Hospital £ 324,000 went on new facilities for
psycho-geriatrics - the Unit has been aband-
oned! The District as a whole spent more on
administrators than on medical staff,

union to a labour camp (work rehabilit-
ation camp) in Birmingham!

| STEVE & MIKE

The mounting public campaign and the unan-
imous condemnation of the DMT by the Com-
munity Health Council meeting proved too
much for the bureaucrats and on 16 November
they issued a press statement withdrawing the
proposal . This document was a classic insight
into the bureaucratic mentality - concerned
essentially that their New Sussex proposals
had been "prematurely subject to public
comment, "

Then it happened! The "secret" document was
leaked. Public reaction was immediate. As
the Evening News commented in its editorial
(20/10/77) ™1t is hardly surprising that the
administrators wanted to keep this from the

| people of Brighton. Public opinion will be
against any move which fhreafens this remark-
able hospital ;"

The danger is that everyone will sit back and
celbrate their victory, Brighton bureaucrats
make no secret of their contempt for the
electorate, A few weeks ago senior councillor
Stanley Theobald, replying to public criticism
on local "road improvement" schemes, went
on record saying that he and his colleagues
found the best way to deal with controversiol
issues was to "get them done quickly - and
public oufcry dies away after a couple of
weeks, " "

The only "lesson" the DMT has learned is that
the next time they must make sure there are
no information leaks!

Sensing public concern in a national atmosph-
ere of hospital closures (123 hospitals shut in
the last three years) District Administrator
David Bowden declared (30/9/77) that "talks
now going on will come up with plans to avoid
closures.”" That was a lie, for the district
management team, of which Bowden is a mem-
ber had already drawn up a "confidential "
("for internal discussion only " 60-page doc- |
ument suggesting some 50 changes in local
hospitals, including the conversion of the New
Sussex, one of the pioneer women's hospitals
in the country, into administrative offices.

Workers in the hospital set up an action comm-
ittee and launched a petition. By the time
it went to the Area Health Authority a month
later they had over 12,000 signatures, On

9 November the Brighton Health Council was
packed with irate nurses, ex-patients and
disgusted members of the public, Speaker
after speaker expressed not only opposition to
the threatened closure but resentment at the
underhand way the DMT was handling the
whole affair, The meeting learned of "intern-
al" meetings called by the DMT, where staff

During the past two years an estimated £ 430,
000 had been spent on modernising the New

BOB POTTER










































