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PUBLIC TRANSPORT

THE CONSERVATIVE-controlled GLC
(Greater London Council) have asked
one million London old age pensioners
to have their photos taken and apply now
for free passes to travel on London
buses next year - gasses which will be
issued by London Transport in the for-
mat of a mini passport, containing name,
number and signature of the holder.
Millions of other Red Bus Pass, Go As
You Please, monthly or annual ticket
holders have also been requested by the
GLC to apply to London Transport for
"photocards" which, from this month
onwards, must be shown with a ticket
each time they travel by bus.
Non-compliance with this formality,
imposed -ostensibly" to curb abuses in
the use of free passes and other season
tickets means that objectors to identific-
ation cards being issued by government
agencies , municipal or transport auth-
orities, employers, trade unions etc.
will have to pay the full wack of individ-
ual fares for each bus journey.
In a country which prides itself on not
having a national identification system,
any form of jnrtial identification of the
individual could be resisted by those
who believe in people's right to_ anonym-

SOUTH AFRICA

ity. Already large sectors of the work-
ing population -arebeing requested by
their employers to carry identification
cards (computer personnel, bank mess-
engers, police, army, air force, hospit-
al staff, power plant personnel, journal?-
ists and reporters, security guards, etc.
Cards for identifying people on the spot
are creeping in little by little without
their being aware of it. Soon it will no
doubt be the turn of Underground season
ticket holders, British Rail passengers,
ratepayers and car drivers, blood don-
ors or any other section of thecommun-
ity. The problem with identity cards is
that they NEVER stop being issued by
those who claim to believe in Freedom
and Democracy . . .
1984 is approaching not only in time but
in practice. The issuing of photocards
to old age pensioners and working people
in general who use buses as their only
means of transport is another step to-
wards the consolidation of the corporate
state in Britain.
The little freedom we have in this count-
ry is being eroded by laws which make
it increasingly difficult for us in organ-
ise or protest against the injustices of
the capitalist system. The government,

etc  I.ó

IN THE dear dead days beyond recall when a
political scandal was a rare event, a high-
class call-girl Miss Mandy Rice-Davies eamed
for herself a niche in the Dictionary of Quot-
ations by saying, during the Profumo affair
(with which she was not unconnected) that the
denial of a peer regarding commerce with Miss.
M.;R-D was not unexpected. She said, when
~told he denied the story, "Well .. . he would,
iwouldn-óat he,ñ

'ln the same spirit
anarchists can approach

world affairs - of which
there have been a lot

ólately. Perhaps the anarchist 'discre.tion', in
lanalysis of world events (referred to by S.
Parane in the current Review) is due to a fail-
'ure (shared with Miss M.,R-D.) to be surprised
at govemment deception, hypocrisy and brutal-
ólity. Only an idealist-optimist who expected
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employers and trade unions are impos-
ing and administrative meas-
ures on the working population which,
by their capitalist nature, are essent-
ially repressive and unjust.
The introduction by the GLC of photo-
cards for bus travellers and the compl-
iance with such a scheme on the part of
trade union mandarins and union memb-
ers working on the buses is a nasty
piece of administrativellegislation that
is solely intended to repress yet further
a large section of the working population
of London: How can we oppose these
measures? By insisting on and fighting
for FREE TRANSPORT FOR A LL!
By resisting fare increases and by boy-
cotting the introduction of photocards
and such schemes. By using the Ee-
@_ig_ envelopes available in- the Tube
ticket offices and bus depots (meant to
apply to London Transport for the~iden-
tity cards) and posting them with your
comments about the new identification
system on the buses. B
Our comrades in Italy (see Zero no. 4
for more detailed informationl Have s
taken action by "hi-jacking" some of A
Milan's underground ticket offices and
allowing people to ®nter the barriers
without tickets, while others sabotaged
the machines with bits of metal, plastic
and glue. Is such action possible in the
Londonubuses and in the Underground?
It has not yet been tried in this country
-and it seems to me that this kind of phy-
.=sical effort on the part of anarchists
ówould be morelproductive in terms of
healthy propaganda than smashing the
óheads of Nationaló Front"supporter's.
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A CONFERENCE to discuss the possibility of
forming a óLibertarian Socialist Allianceó was
held in the student's union of the Polytechnic
of Central London on Saturday, 3 November.
Organised by the Dorking Libertarian Group,
West London Libertarian Socialists and PCL
Anarchists, the meeting attracted only about
20 people, with very little representation
from the Federation of London Anarchist Groups
This was unfortunate, especially in view of the,
fact that comrades had come from as far afield
as Manchester, as well as Cambridge, but the
delay of notices in the Christmas post was
thought to be partly responsible; it was also
possible that the expressed aims of such an
alliance had a too familiar ring to them for
many anarchists, freshly disillusioned with the
late, grandiosely-titled Confederation of Brit-
ish Anarchists. Nevertheless it tumed out to
be a useful and constructive meeting.

Pointing out the failure of anarchists and liber-
tarians to respond effectively to the erosion of
civil liberties, and attacks on the quality of
life and individuality, an óOpen Letter to the
Libertarian Leftó stressed that this resulted from
the splintered state of the movement, and ad-
vocated the establishment of a national coord-
inating netwo rk of autonomous groups, the
election of a secretariat - with no authority -
to deal with administration and the calling of
a bi-monthly, decision-making national con-
ference, open to all members.

Although the setting up of an alliance with "
these functions was not - and in view of the
rather poor attendance could not - be formally
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agreed on at the meeting, the need for a means
of exchanging and coordinating information,
ideas and action on a national level was agreed
by all present. Some participants felt that it
was unrealistic to try to set up a proper organ-
isational structure to create the action, rather
than vice versa, and it was decided to try to
concentrate first on a national anti-fascist
campaign open to autonomous groups, but org-
anised along specifically anarchist lines (i.e.
not plain, authoritarian fasci-bashing, but
placing a distinct emphasis on positive grass-
roots or rank and file agitation; on the left as
well as right wing nature of fa-scist ideology
and methods and on the need to produce a
lucid analysis of fascism, absent from the
papers and campaigns of the authoritarian left).
Terry Liddle of Social Revolution/Solidarity
volunteered to take on the work of trying to
coordinate a national anti-fascist campaign
for next year, and the hope was expressed
that volunteers from various other groups would
come forward to help.

The idea was als'o put forward that action
campaigns could be initiated best through
specialist groups. Such study groups or comm-
issions could emerge from a national coordinat-
ing structure, forming around such topics as
óterrorismô, sexism, racism, housing, human
rights (the real sort, not Carter's), transport,
workersó cc->G1_cils, class struggle and how it
should be re-defined, and could both throw
out ideas for wider distribution and debate in
the anarchist press and start action camp-
aigns on such specific questions.

APART FROM PRISONS, schools are the
most undemocratic institutions in society.
As such they arean unhealthy environment

The Libertarian Eduction Association says
that many politicians and employers - and

back in schools, to revive an authoritarian
Utopia.

The cracks in the social system revealed by
the economic crisis are all conveniently
blamed on progressive educational methods

..ó-it the changes have been very minor.ó

Iô '.' The Association:
'~IQ _ó

óI-ii - exists to encourage progressive education
methods

._.'-;, - opposes the examination system
_r - opposes corporal punishment or any form of

_ compulsion in education
, ' - calls for an end to religious 'educationó. in

schools, and
~è - '-Â, - calls for democracy in schools.

._'_

for the democratic education of our children.

some teachers - are fighting to turn the clock

I

.__ I

r _"'; say the Association. 'ln fact, in most schools

Where the a-f-narchist press was concemed,
there was some division as to whether a com-
pletely new paper was needed to fulfill the
aims of a ólibertarian socialist allianceó, with
a kind of rotating editorial group (much as
the new óSolidarity for the Social Revolutionó
paper, to come out in January, intends to
have) or whether the existing papers should
be used and their potential developed with
spcialist groups submitting articles and other
material to the relevant publications.

Use of the local press was also discussed.
Howard Fuller of the Dorking l.ibertarian
Group said that although the press was under
right wing control, within their short existence
the group had, by using its resources, managed
to get a fair amount of publicity for their act-
ivities and views, and had begun to receive '
queries from local people as to what their
position was on various issues. Other groups
could exploit the local press more than they
did. They could also, like the Cambridge an-
archists recently, take the opportunity of Punk
Rock concerts, etc. to get through to young
people by distributing clearly written leaflets
on anarchism.
As well as deciding to try to initiate a noticin-
al anti-fascist campaign for next year, the
meeting agreed that it would be worth while
to organise a second, two-day conference in
the north of England with better advance pub-
licity, after contacting all the regional anar-
chist/libertarian federations for their views
and comments and possibly holding an interim
meeting with them.

UTOPIA
óWe need to equip our children with critical '
minds to understand the world, to see what
changes are necessary to make it a better
place for everyone, and to be able to bring
about the necessary change.ó

The Association calls on all parents, teachers,
young people and others who share a belief
in libertarian education to ioln it. óWe intend
to defend the minor reforms that have been
made, and go forward to campaign for a freer,
more sympathetic environment in which young
people can grow up free from fear and prej-
udice.'

The obstacles to this movement are the
powers of local politicians, education officials
and head teachers. óSchools should be an
integral part of the community, and under
the democratic control of young people,
teachers and parents.ó

Education isn't a matter of passing exams
and absorbing the ethics of competition,
hierarchy and authority. óReal education is
the life-long process in which we are all
leamers and teachers passing on and acquir-
ing skills and understanding as we go through
life.ó

Contact; Libertarian Education Association,
7, Creswell Walk, Corby, Norihants.

7 I 



 _ IIð l i ð

- . FREEDOM 3
IN ITSE LF the claimantsó sit-in at the -
social security offices described
may seem like a fairly insignificant
skirmish in terms of "the Revolution" l
but it means quite a lot to us, because s
it shows just what can happen - even in
the utlimate Tory ghetto: Hastings.

Like most claimantsó unions we have a
very small active membership; I'm glad
to say that the 3 -4 anarchists involved
are in a majority!
Unless you've ever been in Hastings it's
impossible to imagine the atmosphere of
apathy that hangs over it,' so we feel
we're justified in being quite proud of
the fact that we could ir =tigate something
like this. e
Unemployment in Hastings is way above
average - a quarter of the unemployed
in East Sussex are in Hastings - and of
course the DHSS are as shit-faced as
everywhere.
Frustration and anger are building up
amongst these people on the dole and
social security, exposed to the full force
of the alienation and dehumanisation of
late twentieth century capitalism.
If we can get this together in Hastings
(one of the most reactionary towns in
Britain) then I don't feel I'm exaggerat-
ing if I say that claimants all over the
country could rise up tomorrow and
give the whole inhuman ówelfare stateó
a kick in the balls that it wouldn't forget
for a long time.
We don't intend to let the impetus drop.
We don't see sit-ins as a means of gett-
ing concessions, we see this tactic as a
continuing revolutionary action which
will at least make them think twice about
swindling someone out of even the pitt-
ance they are "entitled" to.

. .. ..-1 .
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We have another sit-in planned for the
near future - this time the reason for
the sit -in is that they're trying to send
one of our comrades in the claimantsó
union to a labour camp (work rehabilit-
ation camp.) in Birmingham!

STEVE 81 MIKE
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S -ABOUT -49"" Onlyó 250 for
supporters of the slid a"6fl>lviri'cóher=reht
tdrvn's claimants -ggdtastaýýylagfgg 0'
t._|ni0n -8Sitó-In mg;-39y, he . _ - '

protect at thesociel pd N0lthll_1'qót_fhag - been
-" ' " 0'19 0llJ$_l Y e_un'an_irÁ.1ô.óI.'1."'~.lói,'T.';ôZó SJ "'Á"W=' ~~ñ="==~ "=5-d, _ .. , that was why _-theñ'sit-in. s

Erlday. _ _-took place, he said.
Thay were 'damon- The claimantsó union -

s set t 'strating against the we up. Q |-1" 1,
removal by police oi a peapie in neeclrlo
claimants union their full entitlement .toô"
malnxer while he was benefits. . '

"W ' 49ó.-.haltl..- 11$ bier.ó ys '2}
with _a claim. ' ' "social ssýiliy

- The protesters ð who cannot be_-relied on -to
included twotoddiers - volunteet information toô
remained in Heron claimants about their;
House alter the doors rights.~, _ è ' ' -
closed at 3.30pm. -
_ They told oiticiaisl
they were staying until V
5pm unlessthey receiv-
ed an apology for the.
eartier incident. ">3

The police were calleg.
and the demonstrators".
were told th '-ey were.
trespassing and wouldi.
have loieave.

- The protesters re;-_
iused to go and, ósitting
in a circle oi chairs:

-linked arms.
. Police carried, pulledó

"__an_cl dragged them out-;
;_side and the sit-in,;

had lasted for anl
hour, was over. There"!
ylrasno violence and ho
rrests. ó

A claimainls' union,.
kesrnan said a validó.

"Kim" was binglgursued
henpthe, first ".incident

geek, place.ó , ff _ -'
A eirl lwÄ;.1sif.t- "<"."'J"\

BRIGHTON HOSPITAL

THE past two months have witnessed a highly
successful campaign in Brighton and Hove to
save the New Sussex Hospital. Public anger
has been especially aroused by the underhand
tactics of local health administrators.

The District is in the "red" to the tune of
E 435.000 and there is plenty of evidence of
administrative incompetence. Ã l20.000 had
been spent on a new black at Foredown Hospit-
al - still unoccupied. At Brighton General
Hospital Ã 324.000 went on new facilities for
psycho-geriatrics - the Unit has been aband-
onedl The District as a whole spent more on
administrators than on medical staff.

Sensing public concem in a national atmosph-
ere of hospital closures (I23 hospitals shut in
the last three years) District Administrator
David Bowden declared (30/9/77) that "talks
now going on will come up with plans to avoid
closures." That was a lie, for the district
management team, of which Bowden is a mem-
ber had alread drawn u a "confidential"
("for intemal discussion onl "l 60- ge doc-
ument suggesting some 50 clianges in local
hospitals, including the conversion of the New
Sussex, one of the pioneer women's hospitals
in the country, into administrative offices.

During the past two years an estimated Ã 430.
000 had been spent on modemising the New

LEASE OF LIFE
Sussex Hospital. All wards were rewired and
redecorated, new bathrooms installed, pharm-
acy and out-patients expanded and reorganised
and a new automatic generator put in - the
most modem and efficient in any Brighton Hosp-
ital. Work on the new generator had been
completed less than three months ago. And
now it was proposed to gut the buildings and
convert them into offices! .

Then it happened! The "secret" document was
leaked. Public reaction was immediate. As
the Evening News commented in its editorial
(20/-l077/ll "lt is hardly surprising that the
administrators wanted to keep this from the
people of Brighton. Publidopinionlwill be
against any move which threatens this remark-
able hospital. "  

Workers in the hospital set up an action comm-
ittee and launched a petition. By the time
it "went to the Area Health Authority a month
later they had over l2.000 signatures. On
9 November the Brighton Health Council was
packed with irate nurses, ex-patients and
disgusted members of the public. Speaker
after speaker expressed not only opposition to
the threatened closure but resentment at the
underhand way the DMT was handling the
whole affair. The meeting learned of "intem-
al " meetings called by the DMT, Where Slþfi

to mention t e meeting ad been e d

As the Evening Argus summed it up (25(ll
"The debate over the much-loved hospital's
future was supposed to be conducted in the
private committee rooms of the -"National A A
Health Service."

The mounting public campaign and the unan-
imous condemnation of the DMT by the Com-
munity Health Council meeting proved too
much for the bureaucrats and on I6 November
they issued a press statement withdrawing the
proposal. This document was a classic insight A
into the bureaucratic mentality - concerned
essentially that their New Sussex proposals
had been "prematurely sub'|ect to public
comment. "

The danger is that everyone will sit back and
celbrate their victory. Brighton bureaucrats
make no secret of their contempt for the
electorate. A few weeks ago senior councillor
Stanley Theobald, replying to public criticism
on local "road improvement" schemes, went
on record saying that he and his colleagues
found the best way to deal with controversial
issues was to "get them done quickly - and
public outcry dies awayTer a couple of r
weeks." A

The only "lesson" the DMT has leamed is that
the next time they must make sure there are
no information leaks!

. BOB POól"l'ER_
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MORE THAN five years have passed since
Ferdinand Marcos declared a ótemporaryô state
of martial law in the Philippines. More than
five years have passed without any of the basic
civil liberties: freedom of speech, freedom of
the press, freedom of assembly - the freedom
to live. More than five years have passed of
detention in camps, prisons and torture. More
than five years have passed since the govem-
ment -3 in a process that still continues - started
to round up everyone thought to be èa threat to
the regime - workers, peasants, 70-year old
tenant farmers, militant priests and nuns,
students... professors, union leaders, pol itical
figures. Many of those arrested five years ago
have yet to be formally charged with any
crime.

At every strike, strikers are arrested and the
fingleaders detained. The State, showing its
love of family, has often arrested the husbands
and wives of those already imprisoned; other
families slowly starve on the outside. The tort-
ures reported in the daily newspapers, by
Amnesty lntemational and others - give the lie
to the so-called ósmiling martial law.ó
Since the declaration of martial law, the dict-
atorship has tried, without success, to gain
international prestige for a regime that rests
on terror - the old óbread and circuses' routine.
Only this time the circuses are not to fool the
masses, who are already too well acquainted
with the Iron Heel to be deceived further - but
to fool world opinion. A few examples: the
Miss Universe Beautiful Moor Market Contest,
the Ali-Frazier fight, the International Monet-
ary Fund conference, and the latest perfum-
ance - the World Peace Through Law Confer-
ence. ln addition, the regime has sought res-
pect for its crimes through the likes of such
ólhtellectuals' as Nobel Prize winner Carlos
P. Romulo - the 'P' standsfor óPolitical Prost-
ituteó. Nazi Germany had its own stable of
iartistsó who sang for the iackboot - people
like operatic star Kirsten Flagstad and philos-
opher Martin Heidegger. Soviet Russia too has
nurtured a flock of 'artists' to pay homage to
the butchers, a list too long and nauseating
Io give examples. In the Philippines they
have had to importô outsiders for the same
filthy job - 'people' like pianist Van Clibum
and chess master Bobby Fischer.

Behind the glitter, behind the Culture, behind
the exhibition, lurks the barbed wire reality
of the detention camps - and the thousands of
our imprisoned fellow workers. y
For them there are no circuses, no conferences,
no culture. For their families, only privation
and fear. We are appealing for donations
for the General Defence Committee fund for
our fellow workers imprisoned in the Philipp-
incl. All contributlorl will be gratefully
accepted, no matter how small.
Cheques or money orders payable to "GDC,,

I-csþl 4". and add a note that it is for the
Pl Fund. If possible, rry to and ggmgfhlng
each month on a regular basis.

- General Defense Committee,
l-will 4. P.O. Box 864,

1 Agana, Guam 969l0

Exile appeals to all lovers of freedom all over
the world and to anarchists rn particular to
cansrstentl campaign for the release of po
ical prisoners in Cuba. Letters should be add-
ressed to Cuban embassies abroad and directly

THE CUBAN LIBERTARIAN MOVEMENT in

' ' lit-

to Cuba ( c.9. GRAMMA ð organ of the Comm.
unist Parly of Cuba,- address, Apartado 6280,
Havana, Cuba) protesting against the imprison-
ment of Cuban anarchists and loft revolutionar-
les whose only crime has been to defend the
Cuban Revolution against Castroó: personal
dictatorship in that country.

The Communist regime now acknowledges the
existence of about 6000 political prisoners in
Cuba, but we believe the number of people in
Castroó: gaols is vastly superior to the official
figures released by the regime. The military
involvement of the Cuban amry in Africa must
be criticised by many young Cuban soldiers
(there is conscription in Cuba) and serious
economic crisis and shortages of essentials must
have their effect on the hard pressed population
Those who oppose the regime are denounced to
the political pol ice by the so-called Popular
Committees for the Defence of the Revolution
and we anarchists know by experience how the
Bolshevik regimes deal with vocal and direct
dissent - SCIENTIFICALLY.
As we have entered the political season of
fighting for human rights all over the world,
we should not forget our comrades rotting in
Castroó: gaols. For more information about the
condition and figures of political prisoners in
Cuba, contact the Latin American section of
Amnesty lntemational in London, address l0
Southampton Street, London WCI, tel: (OI)
836 7788.

{For an up to date libertarian critique and
political information on the Cuban regime,
read Sam Dolgoff ós book The Cuban Revolution
Aýrltleal PÃEÄ.Iti-vs): Black RoseóBooks,

l-rea,Ã3.30., '0'

We have the address of one of the anarchist
editors imprisoned in Greece following the
Stammheim deaths (See FREEDOM No. 22,
Nov. I2). As he is remanded awaiting
trial he is entitled to receive papers and
books - and we assume postcards/letters.
Write to: Nikos Balis,

Aegina Criminal Jail)
Ward B, Cell l6,
AEGINA, Greece.

THE VETERAN ANARCHIST Li Pei-kan,
whom we knew from his novels as Pa Chin
and whom we now have to learn to call Bo
Jin or Ba Kin (from the first two Chinese
characters of the names of Balarnin Gill
Kropotkin), after many years of silence is
now being heard again in China.

The BBC.'s Peking correspondent, Philip Short,
reported an interviewwith him,ó and proudly,
as the only foreign iournalist who has yet been
ablelto talk with him.

Short described Pa Chin as China's_grea.test
living novelist. He described him as a short,
stooped man of 73 with a brush of grey hair
and an unconquerable spirit and, despite his
long years of living in Shanghai, still speak-
ing in the native accents.

Short related how in the l920s Pa Chin went
to Paris and there wrote his first novel,
f ll wedf ur ears later b The Famil , uo o o y y
which has been in print in USA land available
here) in the past couple of years and is now to
be republished in China. (Pa Chin did not
know it was translated and published in the
West until Short told him. Doubleday Anchor,
how about those royalties?) .

Short explained that The Family , with its
portrayal of the stifling, repressive bonds of
the old traditional Chinese family shook o
whole generation of young people into break-
ing out of the family and breaking the bonds
of the exterior society as well.
"At that time he was an anarchist," said the
BBC man. He implied later that something of
Pa Chin's anarchism was still evident in his
insistence that the writer must have the
courage of his convictions rather than follow
Thý iinýe

With a wry smile Pa Chin explained how he
survivedand others did not. He spoke aboutô
a close friend who, when the Red Guards
rebelled, "did not understand and could not Q
accept" and committed suicide. Pa Chin was Sò
paraded before dozens of criticism committees.
"There were so many committees; l had
written so many books.. ."
While that was going on he was made to work
cleaning out the Writersó Association drains,
despite the protection of Chou En Loi who in
fact had shared Pa Chin's Paris exile. Now,
he said, he knows what to do when his kitchen
sink gets blocked.

Then, in I969, he was given an opportunity
he had not had before the Cultural Revolution,
to do agricultural work. ln l972 he was
permitted to retum to Shanghai where his wife
was dying. He was then allowed to do trans-
lations, though not to publish them, and his
friends were afraid to associate with him
because he was still "an enemy of the people"
Now The Family is being reissued, along with
other works suppressed until now. The
Guardian reported on l7 November that
Pa Chin was working on a translation of

' ól rnod- the BBCSholokov s Vi in Sol U tu , mm
said Turgenev's Virgin Soil and l'd put my

Pa Chin said that the task for the future was
to eradicate all traces of the "Radicals"
influence on literature, in particular their

(crush we: ) ._.ô


























