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BEHIND ALL its bluster, the State is losing
confidence in the police force which protects
ite This is confirmed by the findings of the
Fisher Enquiry into the Confait murder case,

While police forces throughout Britain are
arming and equipping to handle possible urban
revolt the State fears that public respect
generally for the police is collapsing.

The problem facing the State is how to restore .
this respect. Fisher suggests a beginning can
be made by tightening up police interrogation
procedures. In this way we might at least be
persuaded to believe what the police say in
court . "

The enquiry, headed by former High Court
judge Henry Fisher, was set up to examine
the case of three South London youths found
guilty of murder, manslaughter and arson in
1972, They were freed by the Appeal Court
three years later, The verdicts, the Court
declared, were 'unsafe and unsatisfactory's

HE WROTE: '"Because of - or in spite

of - my age, I still want to learn more:
about new situations, about new generat-
ions. " But then he came to the end of
the road: he was well aware that old age
takes hold of you, that you decay, and
that one day you no longer notice that
you are getting old. "Anarchism', he
used to say, ''comes from the determin-
ation we have to know ourselves and to
know the society we live in, to become
masters of our own fate, together with
other people; so that society may become
a free and fraternal community of free
beings. ' But what if one day you could
no longer understand, if one day life
failed you?

He preferred to go on ahead. Louis
Mercier Vega, alias Santiago Parane,
alias Charles Ridel, brought about his
own death on 20 November 1977 at the
age of 63. He had decided to do so a
long time ago. He was happy and strong,
but tired, and he knew that there were
comrades able to take over from him,
to go forward on the same path.

For many of us he brought encourage -
ment in our commitment, in our work;
he passed on to us his clarity, his int-
egrity, his generosity. He taught us the
courage to say that anarchism is not a
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SOMETHING ROTTEN

AT THE STATION

What has resulted from Fisher's report is an
admission by the State that it must face
society's growing unwillingness to accept the
police version of events on any level and not
only in this particularly obvious case.

In fact, Fisher - against all the evidence -
declares that the Appeal Court was wrong:
two of the youths were guilty, He feels
impelled to do this to console the police for
what he has to say about them in the real
meat of his report,

PASSIVE RESPECT

The authority of the liberal State is based on
consent, on a passive respect for the law by
members of society and obedience of the
police who enforce this law,

The police, for their part, are expected to
play the game, to use their powers ‘reason-
ably'. The liberal State cannot allow the
police a completely free hand unless it feels
its authority threatened at its very roots - as,

form of repetition, of self-justification,
of ideology, but a form of interrogation,
of disquiet, of curiosity; that anarchism
is not a matter of quarrels between
groups and organisations for the truth,
for the correct line, but a matter of
permanent attention to social problems,
to expressions of rebellion, to the mech-
anisms of power and to forms of resist-
ance to these mechanisms.

His independence and uncompromising
clarity were not only recognised by his
friends. There are many witnesses to
his loyalty, his morality, his solidarity
even in the most difficult situations.

As a foreigner in France, he had been
forced to live in hiding, to leave no
trace; he did not boast about it. What
mattered to him was the militancy and
solidarity of the comrades he worked
with., Too bad about the rest.; One day
his biography will be written.

For nearly twenty years he had concent-
rated his work on the observation and
analysis of Latin American society; he
knew that he would never return there
and that he was in danger of losing touch
with the reality of the situation there.
His last book being in the press, other
booeks being translated, the magazine
Interrogations (and.all the contacts it

for example, in West Germany today,

Sincé the 1960s there have been two
important developments in Britain:

Individual and collective resistance to
all authority has led to increased
confrontation with the police, Along
with this there has been an acceptance
on the part of those not necessarily
involved in particular struggles that
the word of the police is not to be
taken as gospel .

The police have been exposed,
especially in London, as morally
bankrupt and financially corrupt,
with the stain reaching to the very
highest ranks, At one stage they
were in danger of becoming a
liability to the State rather than
its only protection,

The police themselves are desperately aware

of the contempt in which they are held by

their paymasters, the State, and their victims,

society. Their recent threat to strike was more

a cry of anger and frustration than asimple
~ plea for money. |

THE CONFAIT MURDER

Maxwell Confait, a South London homosexual
prostitute, was strangled in his Catford bed-
sit in April 1972, The killer or killers then

tried to burn the whole house down.

Det, Chief Superintendent Alan Jones - who
has since retired - led the investigation, He
arrested three youths: Ronald Leighton (15 and

L (cont over poge)
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involved) having been handed over to a

new team, his books having been distrib-
uted to those who could make use of
them, what money remained having been
spread among militant publishers - he
could take his leave.

In one of his last articles, he quoted
this terrible phrase of Emile Henry:

"A determination that goes as far as
suicide can lead to positive self-sacrif-
ices even in the absence of hope. "

M.A.E.

Louis Mercier Vega will be the subject of a
longer appreciation in a future issue, Apart
from his many writings on Latin America, he
was best known for his book L'increvable anar-
chisme (published in 1970 in the 10/18 series by

Union Générale d'Editions) and for the
- quarterly international magazine Interrogations

(which he founded in 1974) .

-
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educationally sub-normal); Ahmet Smith (14)

and Colin Lattimore, who was the eldest at
18 but who had a mental age of eight,

None of ihe three was allowed to have a
parent or other adult present during the
interrogation. None was told of his right to
call in a solicitor,

It was hardly surprising in such circumstances
that, once in the hands of the police, the
three 'confessed' to their involvement in the
killing and arson,

When they came to trial Leighton was con-
victed of murder, Lattimore of manslaughter
and all three of arsons Leighton and Lattimore
were sentenced to 'indefinite' detention,

They claimed their 'confessions' had been
invented by the police and that they had
been beaten into agreeing them. But their
appeal was turned down.

Once upon a time that might have been the
end of it. Now things are different. A
campaign was organised to free them in South
London and the Home Secretary, faced by a
mounting public autery, had no choice but
eventually to allow the case to returnto the
Appeal Court,

Confronted by forensic evidence about the
time of Confait's death which directly contra-
dicted much of the confession statements, the
Court quashed the convictions as 'unsafe and
unsatisfactory'.

POLICE MANIPULATION

Both the police and the prosecution had been
fully aware of this evidence during the
original trial but - consistent with what
Jones had organised at the station - they

manipulated the proceedings so that this was
never brought into the open,

The State, grudgingly, was being pushed into
agreeing that if the confessions were patently
absurd then the three youths were right all

along in their allegations against Jones and
his men,

It was obvious that something rotten had
happened at the station and an enquiry was
set up under Fisher to get the State off a very
uncomfortable hook,

Fisher's report - published last week - cannot
avoid admitting that, as things stand, the
powers of the police when they get hold of a
suspect, or what they claims to be a suspect,
are limitless,

A loose code of practice known as the
Judges' Rules is meant to protect the rights
of suspects but, as this case showed only too
clearly, these rules are worthless.

The police are under no obligation to obey
them, If they don't it is an almost impossible
task to prove that they didn't,

The rules say that a suspect should be
cautioned that he need say nothing. No
prompting of any kind by the police is

allowed should he choose to make a statement.

Such a statement or confession must be
freely given and acknowledged by the
suspect as such,

Fisher admits that Jones and his men ignored
these rules and that the judge at the original
trial was more than willing to acquiesce in
this, But was this so only in the Confait
case or is it more generally true?

DAMNING CRITICISM

Fisher says the latter and suggests the whole
system of police powers during interrogation

needs to be closely examined. He recommends
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the use of tape recorders during questioning.
The rules governing interrogation must be
tightened. Prosecution should be taken out
of the hands of the police and given to some
'independent' agency.,

But twist and turn as he will, Fisher's
criticism of the police - and by inference
the State's criticism - is damning. They
cannot be trusted, Their word is suspect, if
not worthless,

The State sees that more people are unwilling
to accept the terms of authority in its broad-
est sense, This attitude is not confined to a
handful of anarchists,

More and more individuals are viewing the
world in terms of equality, The word of, say,
a police officer or a bureaucrat is of no more
value in itself than that of an ordinary
citizen,

It is no longer enough for a police officer to
say 'This is true' or for a bureaucrat to say
'This is how things must be' and then to
expect society to meekly accept it.

The State is faced with two choices, It can
unleash the police, crush any sign of refusal
or rebellion and enforce its rule. In which
case, can it trust the police not to go 'too
far', to take so much power for themselves
that the State becomes a creature of the
police?

Or it can attempt reform, trying slowly to
rebuild public confidence in the police and
thus preserve the stability of the State's
institutions. This is what Fisher recommends
and this is what the State must do if it wants
to retain its liberal credentials,

But, fortunately, life is not that simple.
Confidence, once lost, cannot easily be
regained,

Harry Harmer.

WE WHO PRIDE ourselves on being the
enemies of oppression in all its forms
are still remarkably discreet about some
of them, Why, for instance, when we
have taken on the world under the feared
and detested name of 'anarchist' do we
still run in trepidation from the name of
'sentimentalist' ?Why, only a couple of
years ago did I find, when describing a
Soviet pig farm that I had rushed in
where less frivolous comrades feared to
tread? Why was I thereafter looked upon
as the 'one whe loves animals' and why,
of all people do some of you, comrades,
and even some vegetarians among you,
sully the fair name of PIG, BULL or
SWINE by bestowing it upon the most
murderous of our own species?

I hope you feel the above paragraph to
be a waste of space. For what more ob-
vious example exists of that concept of
authority, to the destruction of which we
are pledged, than an organisation like
the International Whaling Commission or
an institution like the Hunt, and what
more exquisite portrayal of the essence
of the power game than the recent pict-
ure of President Tito and his boar-hunt-
ing band of foreign diplomats, swagger~
ing before a row of magnificent corpses?

Only Sabotage

The IWC is the finest example of the
governmental principle at work that one

could hope to find, Just think for a mom-
ent: an organism set up with the express

aim of restoring order to the chaos it
has itself created, or controlling the
effects of its own exploitation; and this
under the pretext of saving the populat-
ion from themselves in their own best
interests, by plunder, war and the use
of tamed scientists; an organism cons-
isting of 15 nations most of whose rep-
resentatives are themselves the perpet-
rators of the.problem they set out to
solve, and which are also, perhaps, the
expression of the most concentrated
known form of racism/specieism - one
carried out by a governing cabal in sec-

ret session, unanswerable to the people,

almost half believing, and certainly
professing, that what it does is for the
good of the world, of progress, civilis-
ation, ecological balance and the rest

will do

of it, displaying that striking lack of
imaginatlon that is the basis of stupidity.

Immaterial, is it not, whether, as exp-
erts like Joanna Gordon-Clarke submit,
whales such as the sperm have 'an ad-
vanced brain - perhaps as advanced as
homo sapiens - and a complex facial
structure ...2" It may make the whole
talk of quotas more horrific; yet would
it on the other hand seem less so were
the talk of quotas to be in terms of men-
tally handicapped people, adults or chil-
dren but preferably female, whose meat
could provide a vast, as yet untapped
source of protein for the hungry - but
more reasoning and intelligent - major-
ity of their race, as well as for its
"livestock'; furnish new medicines and
cosmetics and provide incomparable
tools for cancer research and so forth;
and were their population dynamics to
be referred to in the language of bank
rate interest, feasible economic levels,
maximum sustainable yields, mathemat-
ical models to predict the effects of
different management strategies, etc.,
etc?
What a splendid new Modest Proposal!
And if on the face of it, it seems pot
just as but more horrific, then what
possible motive can thére be, rationally

sl o
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FRESTON

Our report 'Squatters and the Criminal
Trespass Law' ( no, 23, Nov, 26) made
passing reference to the West London
squatting community 'Frestonia’, The
following more recent report shows
that this community is still very much

alive.

LATIMER ROAD, partly renamed Freston Road,
has always been a working class area since it
was first settled early in the 19th century, The
area's first residents were pig keepers. Later
on, when the railways were built, they were
ioined by Irish brick-makers, The area also
developed into a centre of laundry work.

With the building of the Westway and M41
roads and a half-hearted slum clearance by
the Greater London Council, who had acquir-
ed the area around Latimer Road some seven
years ago, the area was allowed to deteriorate
over the years into a derelict site, with ten-
ants moved out of their homes, the well-estab-
lished community destroyed, and empty sites
of demolished buildings fenced off with corru-
gated iron and used for dumping rubbish, with
half-demolished houses next to people's homes,

The Greater London Council and the British
government thereby demonstrated their lack of
concern for the area. Now isolated, much of
it became little more than a big, forgotften
rubbish dump.

But over the last four years, homeless people,
mainly young, have taken over many of the

houses abandoned to the rats, pleased to find
anywhere to make a home, and, relatively un-
disturbed, have rebuilt a community. They’
have renovated their homss to a remarkable
extent, including putting roofs on houses which
lacked them. Two large areas of building rubble
have been cleared for open space and horti-
culture; greenhouses have been erected and a
waterfall created,

And now the GLC are trying fo turn the area
over to industrial development.

The squatters, the remaining original residents
and the people in the nearby big council est-
ates are all saying NO, They want the houses
repaired, not ripped down, recreational open
space, not factories, But the Hammersmith
Council and the GLC point out that the area is
zoned for 'light' industry.

THE ACTION. . .

In order to fight eviction and the bringing of
industrialisation by the GLC, the residents of
Freston Road seceded from Great Britain and
declared the Free Independent Republic of
Frestonia on 30th October, 1977, An applica-
tion for full membership of the United Nations
went out immediately, Jubilant Frestonians,
rejoicing at the direct action of their newly-
declared independent republic, have enter-
tained the whole world, on Italian, Danish,
Greek and Swedish television, over Canadidn
Broadcasting, Columbia Broadcasting System
(USA), the BBC and Capital Radio (London).

Through their publicity exercise the Frestoni-
ans have announced that they reject the indus-
trial development of the Freston Road area and
have demanded it be re-zoned for non-indust+
rial use in full consultation with all local

|
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people. And in this the Frestonians are united
with all the council tenants in the area against
the GLC's plans for industry,

. . LAND THE REACTION

Hammersmith 's response to the Frestonian dec-
laration had been courteous and conciliatory:
'It is our practice with our population to meet
and discuss with them at great length any mat-
ter causing dissension between us and use every
effort to resolve them,' wrote council leader
Barrie Stead, He offered similar facilities to
the people of Frestonia,

The GLC, now under Tory control, simply re-
ferred to the month's 'amnesty (which ended on
November 29) offered to all squatters in GLC
property. This suggests that families could be
rehoused or even allowed to stay in the occu=
pied properties, either as tenants or 'licensees’,
but makes no guarantees. And a GLC spokes-
man has made it clear that the people of Fre-
stonia either surrender to the 'amnesty’ or the
GLC will send in a legal gunboat—The Crimi-
nal Trespass Laws

'"We are going to institute proceedings against
any squatters who do not take advantage of the
offer and refuse to budge, ' he said. 'We'll use
whatever weapon comes to hand,' He said the
council was 'trying to bring back law and ord-

er into housing'.
§

Faced with the threatened organised violence
of the GLC, the Frestonians decided to regis
er at the special centre in Victoria, some as
individuals, but the majority as the Bramley
family (that includes 60-80 Frestonians). Their

WHALE'S
(cont From ps 2)

speaking, for so pure a racism - or
are you sickly 'sentimentalists’ after
all?

The whole purpose of this outburst is

to remind comrades who may not know
but who should care, that the other week,
in distant Canberra and Tokyo, the
sperm whale 'quotas' for the North At-
lantic, by the politic twists and turns
and with the rapidity familiar to us,

took a great jump from the June figure
of zero for males and 763 for females

to a total 6444 (which would be the actual
minimum). And that meanwhile, nearer
home in Hawaii, Kenneth Levasseur's
defence case against a charge of theft
(not of kidnapping, mark you) has been
rejected because the 13th Amendment
banning involuntary servitude or slavery
does not cover non-humans (in-this part-
icular context the two 'bottle-nosed’
dolphin prisoners Kua and Puka, who

were feared to be on the verge of 'comm-

itting suicide. ')

Few of us I think would disagree with
the aim of Civil Rights for Cetaceans,
though I fear sci-fi writer Larry Niven
is too sanguine when he places it's ach-
ievement, in his chart of Deep Space,
before the end of the 20th century. Yet
surely, once again, the real lesson of
the IWC, and to a lesser extent of the
‘Kewala Basin Marine Research facility,

JA LIVE
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aim is to be rehoused together,

At present some Frestonians have been offoraa
places as far away as Slough and Watfords How
However, the Bramley=family has not received

an offer yet.

While the waiting goes on, the Frestonians
have become more determined to stay in Fres-

ton Road,

Since the deadline of 29 November, Frestonia
has become a republic of various activities, In
their 'People's Hall' they show films, perform
plays and discuss their present and future
strategies. ‘

With the days passing by their mood beccmes

more militant, 'We are all one family, and if
necessary we'll stick it out and fight the GLC
on the streets,' say members of the Bramley-

family .
The struggle goes on !

—Frestonian Reporter,

THE FIRST ARREST under the Criminal Tres-
pass Law was made on 9 December, when
Alan Beddoe was arrested at a squatted house
'n Battersea, South London, under section 10
of the Criminal Law Act for "obstructing bail-
“ffs in the execution of eviction nofices's He
appeared in court on Monday 12 December
and was remanded on bail until February 22
(2 pm at South-West London Magistrates’
Court, Lavender Hill, SW 11),

—Peace News 16,12,77

is that the only effective weapon of lib-
eration is the good old~tashioned one of
direct action and sabotage.

It doesn't take an anarchist to see this.
Quite recently it took a former whaler
and Crown Counsel in Rhodesia (again,
note the equation! ) who is also the writ-
er of a not very good book called Lev-
iathan - and I don't mean Hobbes but
John Gordon Davis, This former pros-
ecutor shocked certain animal protect-
ion groups by his advocacy of violence
against Japanese and Russian factory
ships; and although Friends of the Earth
in‘this country have espoused him one
searches in vain through their material
for the slightest endorsement of such
methods ... Incidentally, perhaps the
answer to my rhetorical questions lies
with this man, Last March The Guardian
told us that Davis is 'against hanging in
99 per cent of cases, the exception being
terrorism, adbduction of children and
the torturing of hostages. And why has
he always been a prosecutor? It's the
lazy way of being a lawyer, he said ...
And you do learn crime, ' Odd how such
types always seem to turn up around the
animal lobbies of the world.

Yet he is right of course. You do learn
crime, and it is 'crime’' that is needed
now - and I know it's easy to say. Easy
but no less true for that that it is the
use of sabotage in the crucial area of
animal liberation that could guide us in
our wider war, ¢ R
G.F.
















































