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TWO LEFT-wing papers have been threatened with contempt
of court proceedings in connection with the prosecution of
Crispin Aubrey, John Berry and Duncan Campbell under the
Official Secrets Act. The three men are accused of discuss-
ing details of signals intelligence - the practice of monitoring
military signals of foreign countries - and during the committ-
al proceedings last December the prosecution produced an
expert witness to give evidence that any discussion of the
subject was prejudicial to the safety and interest of the state.
To add absurdity to atrocity, his name was kept secret, and
he was referred to as óColonel Bó. The magistrate ordered
that his name should not be published, but some journalists
worked out that he was 420 864 - Colonel H.A. Johnstone
M. B.E. , formerly of the Royal Corps of Signals, now of the
Army General Staff, attached to the section called DI 24. This
item of intelligence was published in Peace News (16/30
December 1977) and The Leveller (January 1978 5.

During January the two papers were visited by members of
the Special Branch and warned of possible prosecution for
contempt of court. Since then a dozen other papers (including
FREEDOM (18 February) have published the real name of
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óColonel Bô, but on 21 March the Attorney -General, Sam
Silkin, got permission from the High Court to proceed against
the two papers and also on five members of the editorial
collective of each paper - Albert Beale, Alison de Reybekill,
Mike Holderness, Chris Jones and Helen Linton (of Peace
News); Dave Clark, Tim Gopsill, Phil Kelly, Russell South-
ó-Vood and David Thomas (of The Leveller).

The two collectives have issued the following joint
statement:

We are unrepentant about the naming of Colonel
H.A. Johnstone. We will continue to publicise
the name of the mysterious Colonel B and any
official secrets we can lay our hands on. This
is not mere radical hell-raising; official secrets
laws are used to straitjacket the activities of
journalists, and impose further limitations on X
freedom of speech in Britain. If we are in contempt
of court for exposing the attempts by the security
services to stick spurious spying charges on the
two journalists, Aubrey and Campbell, and
ex-soldier Berry, then we in turn have nothing
but contempt for that court.

Such contempt of court proceedings can lead to unlimited
fines for papers and unlimited fines and prison sentences for
individuals. The last case of this kind involved Paul Foot and
the ÄQ;ci__z'_1listJlUorke1;:,h for publishing the names of secret
witnesses in the Ja' ,e- Jones trial, and resulted in fines of
several hundred ztnu costs of several thousand pounds. Both
Peace News and The Leveller have responded to the prose-
cution with defiance of this further attempt to suppress
freedom of the press and with appeals for solidarity. Several
other papers have already repeated their publication of
Colonel Johnstone's name, and several leftðwing individuals
and groups have already begun to raise support all over the
country. Assistance may be given to and information obtained
from the Peace News/Leveller Defence Fund, 5 Caledonian
Road, London N1 (telephone O1-83'? 9795).

We of course have nothing but contempt for this, that or
any other court, and we wish Peace News and The Leveller
(and our friends on both papersl the very_best in the struggle
against this ridiculous prosecution. The best way to make
sure that whoever loses, the authorities don't win, is to give
the widest possible circulation to the identity of Colonel H. A.
Johnstone.
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IN the last two years there have been | 4) HOW THIS WILL BE ACHIEVED ... AND
several attempts to form a widely-based anarch- HQW i'|' wQ{\|"|' ,
l5i QFOUP in MóÁ'"Áhe5ie"- U"fÁ"iU"Ái@-óIY: For Q ' Reforming capitalism can never achieve '
variety of reasons these attempts never really
got off the ground.

As a consequence a small group formed
with two specific ideas:
(i) to get some anarchist action going in Man-
chester;
(ii) to develop aims and principles and a struct- oppression - just the way they've taught us to. 1
TU"? 0" WiñiÂl" lo Á"9Á"i5e= I No amount of theory can overcome this sub- .

Anybody is welcome to join provided they
agree with the Aims, Principles and Structure

true socialism. Only the international indep- =
, endent activity of the oppressed can achieve a =

truly successful revolution. No party can "
; organise it for us. Nor do we see state social-

i

_.._..._..-_--m--E ism as the answer to our oppression.
In many ways we participate in our own
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5 missive attitude. This can only be changed 1
l through revolutionary direct action which gives "-

Qnd are Prepared iÁ ÁÂÂePl' re-ó5PÁ"5lblllfY Wlil"' i us the confidence and ability to overcome our
"1 ihe 9")ó-ôP= Z repression and take control of our own lives. '

If you are interested in joining our organ-
isation, you can contact us:
c/o Jill or Jack
2| Holmfirth Street

I Direct action is the best way to take the struggð è
è le forward and keeps the fight in our hands and I
, not in the mouths of leaders and vanguards. 1

_ I

Longsight, Manchester I3. Tel:06l-224 3028. I 5) 085'-AC '-ES 1

AlMS_A__ND,PRlNCI_P_LES
o We have it on good authority that the
f rulers will not give up easily. ;

I) W-HOWE ARE _ 6) MORE OBSTACLES y
The Manchester Anarchist Organisation is Social democracy, as in this country for @

Á QFOUP Oi PeÁPle who have 9Ái iÁ9eil"Ár iÁ 1 example, has proved to be a successful way of I
fight collectively against the capitalist and I furthering the interests of the ruling class and '
Paiflorclwl sioie Cmd FEPIGCB ii Willi Q" Á"Â"'Âhñ I containing the workersó demands. It provides an
35" 50"?-ielY= 2 excellent vehicle for the use of indirect, rather l

We want to develop anarchism as a living
and decisive force in the creation of a political,
social and economic revolution. We are neith-
er abstract theorists nor utopian dreamers but
activists whose aim is the total overthrow of
capitalism in all its forms.

2) INJUSTICES AND DEFINITIONS
What's wrong with the present system . ..

Capitalism, Patriarchy, the State ... (call it
what you will)?

Capitalism is a mode of production based
on the exploitation of workers by those who
control and own the means of production and
who appropriate the surplus created for their
own ends.

Patriarchy maintains itself by the oppress-
ion of women, reinforced by the nuclear fam-
ily; all relationships are based on aggressive
domination and submission ... men over wom-
en, adults over kids, heterosexuals over homo-
sexuals, bosses over workers.

The State is the instrument of our oppress -
ion which they use to prevent us taking con-
trol of our own lives. To maintain its domin-
ance, it has created a vast array of 'weapons'-
ranging from social, cultural and ideological
israinwashing to sheer brute force.

All three are inextricably linked and in
fighting one we must fight them all. Class is
an inevitable consequence of this system.

I5) OUR ALTERNATIVE
Our aim is the creation of an anarchist

society, Free of all oppression, classless and
stateless, with production and distribution for
need not for profit. It will be based and org-
unisccl on the cooperative basis of comnunity
councils, workplace councils etc ... in other
words ... DIRECT CONTROL OF OUR OWN
LIVES. - "'

5 than overt, ideological brainwashing ... e.g. ;
control of the media, use of the church, bur-

, eaucracy and the welfare state.
The leadership and the bureaucracy of the '

Labour Party and the trade union movement do l
not act in the interests of the working class be-

i cause they have been incorporated into the L
state machinery, and therefore cannot help but ;

5 consistently sell out the workersó demands, and Ä
1 defuse every situation of conflict.

I No elected 'representative' can make the "
I} revolution for us though many will 'promise ' to '1
I do so. Parliamentary democracy is a sham, re-
: presentatives can only represent their own int-
l erests, nobody else's.
 I
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THAN ME "
" BECAUSE HE'S cor A BRILLIANT li ,,,,,,,_ .. I

l 7) OUR ORGANiSATIONAL PRINCIPLES
(Our) Anarchism cannot be equated with

non-organisation or individualism. However,
we must ensure that organisation and collective
action are a means to our emancipation and
not an end in themselves. We must be internally
democratic and the means of our organisation
must reflect its ends. Real democracy is the self-
determination of every aspect of our lives. We
accept no leaders and though we recognise we
must delegate responsibilities, all posts must be
rotated and all delegates accountable and inst-
antly reðcallable. The greatest strength comes
from collective action so it is important that we
organise and cooperate with all those who share
our problems and aspirations.

We accept that it is essential for those who
share oppression to organise autonomously.
However, such oppression cannot be isolated
from our overall oppression and we must present
a united front against the rulers of the present
system.

As anarchists we don't seek power for our-
selves - we refuse to be the rulers of any future
society. Consequently we shall oppose any
group or party which tries to take power for it-
self on behalf of others dJlôIþg a revolutionary
struggle.

Sectarianism is futile. We will cooperate
with as many groups as possible on issues where
we share common ground.

8) INTERNATIONALISM ... THE ONLY WAY
Modern capitalism is international. The

actions of individual states are predominantly
dictated by the interests of the international
ruling class, both capitalists and state capital-
ists. We must fight our oppressors on an inter-
national basis and work towards the unit'y of the
dominated classes of the world. Anarchism in
one area is bound to fail.

9) GENERAL STRATEGY
' As anarchists our role should be as wide-

ranging as possible. We must organise not only
in the workplace but also in the community and
in the home. We cannot divorce ourselves from
the present situation . . . unfortunately. At tie

moment, we cannot ignore the existing workers
and community organisations, no matter how
reactionary they are. We must counter the
ruling ideology which exists in these bodies
and attempt to support and initiate direct
action wherever possible.

I0) IMMEDIATE AIMS
Since anarchism can't be created without

anarchists, our immediate aim is the stimulat-
ion of a large and effective anarchist move-
ment in our area. This can only be done through
the action of spreading our ideas and spreading
our ideas through revolutionary action. We
should offer our support to those who take on
our enemies through direct action and build up
self-managed resistance, both at work and in
the community. Further we should cooperate
with other anarchist groups, locally, nationally
and internationally, and try to encourage the
creation of an organised anarchist movement.
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people were still there. A book will be published

FROM Saturday, 25 March to Monday, 27
(commonly referred to as "Easter weekend" for
some reason or other) several things happened
in'Venice. Firstly, the weather was very nice,
not being either too hot or too cold, but bright
and sunny. Secondly, the first big influx of
this year's tourists arrived. Thirdly, in the
main hall of the university's architecture faculty
a three day "study conference" was being held
on "the new bosses.

On arriving at the station a large black
banner was to be seen draped alongside the
bridge just outside the station; this, in white
and red letters gave details of the conference.
Throughout the city, furthermore, lots of posters
were to be seen announcing the conference
(and mostly undamaged).

The conference was organised by the Centro
Studi Libertari, G. Pinelli, in conjunction with
the international review of anarchist research,
Interrogations. The first day(the Saturday)
was mostly dedicated to the purely theoretical
aspects of this type of class analysis. One of
the papers was given by Luciano Pellicani ("The
New Bosses: From Slaves to Masters") who is,
in fact, a member of the Socialist Party very
sympathetic to many aspects of anarchist and
libertarian thought. His paper almost inevitably
became the subject of prolonged debate later
on in the day. Pellicani gave his reason for not
being a revolutionary that "all revolutions have
led to the strengthening of the State. " Such
statements as this and the fact that he is a well-
known journalist in Italy guaranteed that many
anarchists present strongly contested his polit-
ical statements and position.

The second day (Sunday) was mostly con-
cerned with papers dealing with specific manif-

estations of the development of the new ruling
class in particular countries. These included
Britain (one paper on the NEB and one on hous-
ing), the USA (Noam Chomsky's paper on
"Intellectuals and the State" - see review),
the USSR, China, Italy and so on. The last
paper delivered that day was from Claudio
Venza and concerned the role of the Italian
Communist Party as regards the armed forces.
He showed how the "cold-war" era eradicated
the influence which the Party had gained in the
officersó ranks as a result of the Resistance, and
how the Party had managed to regain that inf-
luence in the armed forces with their increase
in state power in recent years.

The third day was dedicated to an open
debate on "The New Bosses and the Libertarian
Project." This part of the conference was hardly
organised at all and the self-discipline of the
comrades ensured that only one person spoke at
any one time (this was also helped by the fact
that there was only one microphone!) Given
the present political situation in Italy the matter
of "armed struggle" came up again and again.
Andrea Papi, who spoke early on in the day,
rejected the idea that there is one form of
struggle (i.e. either the longer route of propa-
ganda, agitation etc., or the more direct
methods of armed struggle), saying that both
forms are part and parcel of the anarchist move-

, ment. The participation of the masses is clearly
essential in the revolutionary process but, he
warned, "we are not pacifists! "

Attendance at the conference was very good.
On several occasions (both on Saturday and
Sunday) over 500 people were present and even
late in the evenings (about 8.30 pm) when the
sessions for that day came to a close, about 200
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(in Italian) in September or October this year
containing all the papers given at the conference
A French translation is also being planned to
appear shortly after. The organisers would like
to hear from anyone interested in producing an
English translation.

SOME CRITICISMS

Too many papers were presented and despite
appeals to the authors by the organisers to limit
their contributions to about half an hour several
papers dragged on for over an hour. The result
was that it was very difficult to take in most of
the material presented. I personally look forward
to seeing these papers in printed form so that I
can take things in at my own pace.

Some of the organisers let themselves be
fooled completely by a reporter from Corriere
della Sera (the largest Italian dail)/)1 who
pietended to be interviewing them about the
conference and asked them a question about the
ideological viewpoints presented by the Brigate
Rosse as compared to the type of analysis being
presented at the conference. The next day an
article appeared in the Corriere (Sunday, 26
March) with the title "The Anarchists Condemn
the Red Brigades. " The organisers announced
to the conference that this was a gross misrep-
resentation of what was said at the interview
and the announcement was greeted with applause.
A letter has been sent to the Corriere strongly
attacking the misrepresentation of the political
position of the anarchists and accusing the media
of attempting to recuperate even the anarchist
movement for the Purposes of strengthening
state power. But it was too late and all to no
avail. I personally feel that the organisers
should have been more aware of the possibilities
since they know only too well what type of
newspaper the Corriere has become.

Finally , the conference still gave no clear
indication of what direction anarchist and lib-
ertarian struggle should take in the present
context of domination by the new technobureau-
cratic ruling class. Bakunin's insights have
been vindicated but the anarchist movement
(even in Italy) is still a mere shadow of the
movement which existed in Bakunin's day.

N Sj , . .
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AS WE reported in our last Information Bulletin
we expected the appeal trials of the S0 im-
prisoned Greek comrades to take place at the
end of January. In fact these trials took place
over a period of weeks during the first couple
of weeks in February. We received telephone
calls from Athens after the trials were over,
which informed us that all our people were
released, having won their appeals against the
State. We spoke to Christos Konstantinidis
and Sylvia Papadopoulou and both were in
fine form and high spirits, and they re ported
that the others were equally well. They in-
formed us that our intemational solidarity cam-
paign was a major contributory factor in gain-
ing them their freedom. Every Ietter that was
sent to the authorities, to the civil liberties

group, every letter of solidarity to them pers-
onally, and all the money that was sent was
very important.

In our view this international campaign was
a clear indication of the high level of libert-
arian consciousness and a serious reflection of
our sense of solidarity and mutual aid. The
degree of sincere concern and work that was
undertaken from Boston/New York to San Fran-
cisco/Los Angeles, and from Antigonish, Nova
Scotia to Vancouver on this continent was in-
deed impressive. The solidarity work that was
undertaken by our people in Feuilles Libres
(the libertarian news service), the Anarchist
Federation of France, other groups in Paris,
Milan, Madrid, Lisbon, London, Glasgow,
Hong Kong) was also truly impressive. And
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for once all our hard work was fruitful.
Christos and Sylvia went on to inform us

that everyone is back to work promoting the
idea, and no time is being lost.

Demonstrations were being planned for
Toronto, Montreal, Regina, New York, Chic-
ago among other cities should the appeals
have been lost.

Reports and articles appeared in the foll-
owing periodicals and joumals: No Limits,
Umanita Nova, Front Libertaire, Le_I__i_hlertaiÃe
of Japan, Free Space, FreedonTand Our Gen-
eration as well as other puhlications.

We collected little over $800.00 in our
solidarity funds. This does not include the
money that was raised and sent from Europe,
nor money that some individuals and groups
sent directly or by other means from various
parts of the world.

Should the reactionary forces of State and
Capital move against our sisters and brothers
again in the near future you shall be hearing

i"Á"ô "sf FREEDOM!
Greek Information Service
c/o Our Generation 8. Black Rose Books
Montreal, Canada.
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Tl-IE Solitary Confinement Abolition
Project in Vancouver report on attempts
by the federal authorities in Canada to
destroy the growing prison movement
there. They ask for urgent help and
solidarity on the case of two feminist
prison activists who are facing life
terms in the wake of a break-out attempt
in January by five prisoners from the
maximum security B. C. Penitentiary.

According to the Project the charges
against Betsy Wood and Gay Hoon "are
the most serious and the most arbitrary
to confront politically active people on
Canada's West Coast in more than a
generation. Wood and Hoon, long-time
day-care and womenôs work-place org-
anisers, have been key figures in the
campaign to focus attention on the Pen's
solitary confinement unit, which prison
experts have called one of the most
brutal and inhuman in North America. "

Despite their record as non-violent
activists Betsy Wood and Gay Hoon have
been charged with attempted murder
(and other offences) in relation to aiding
an escape attempt. "The federal author-
ities have already given signs they intend
to use the trial to incite public opinion
against the growing Canadian prison
movement. For instance, when Wood
and Hoon were first brought to court
they were denied bail on the grounds
that they were a menace to society and
would engage in violent activity if they
were l.et out on the street. "

The charge of attempted murder
carries a maximum life sentence. It
was, SCAP report, pinned on them with
the explanation that Wood and Hoon bore
equal responsibility because one of the
prisoners stabbed a guard during the
unsuccessful escape attempt. The two

area on 28 January when this took place
a reinforced glass partition in the area
was smashed with a sledgehammer and
the five prisoners came through it, but
guards blocked their get-away and l3
visitors, including Betsy and Gay, were
taken hostage. "In the longest such
siege in Canadian prison history, the
ensuing deadlock held firm for a week
while negotiations were conducted bet-
ween the pcrisoners and police officials,
until finally the hostages were released
unharmed and the prisoners returned to
custody in solitary confinement. "

Like San Quentin in California, the
BC Pen is notorious in North America

women were at the penitentiary visiting j

ó I

for the record of the solitary confinement
unit. In 1975 conditions there were rev-
ealed in a 21 daysof blistering testimony
durin a lawsuit brought by eight prison-B
ers, including one involved in the present
escape attempt, to the Federal Court of
Canada. Athough according to the judge-
ment exposure to these conditions const-
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ituted "cruel and unusual punishment"
in violation of the Canadian Bill of Rights
the judge made no order for change save
in cosmetic details. The prisoners are
kept in cramped cells all day and night
except for a half hour of airless, sunless
'recration' between four concrete walls.
There has been a history of beatings,
strip searches, intimidation by the
guards, contamination of food. Sensory
deprivation deprives the prisoners of the
ability to talk or read, and despair leads
to frequent suicides or suicide attempts.

GAY Hoon I
For more information, offers of

help etc. write to Box 758, Station A,
Vancouver, B. C., Canada. Letters of
protest condemning the practice of sol-
itary confinement to: Solicitor -General
of Canada, Jean-Jacques Blais, and to
Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau, at the
Parliament Buildings, Ottawa, Ontario,
Canada.

IILGERMIINY
The anarchist Gefangenengruppe Niirnberg
(Nuremberg Prisoners,ô Group) have
taken up the case of Gunther Braun, a
prisoner charged with house -breaking
who died in unclarified circumstances
in Nuremberg prison on 10 February.
When his mother visited him a few days
before his death in the prison hospital
she found him covered with wounds and
unable to speak. (According to the in-
quest he died of a "not identifiable ill-
ness"; the symptoms, broken teeth, blue
patches and blood stains all over his
body.) According to the prison administ-
ration prison officials carry no respons-
tbility for the mortal injuries; the Ge-
fangenengruppe NBG record "massive
doubt" at the authoritiesó version of the
story which was fraught with contradict-
tons (orle explanation being the now fam-
iliar suicide attempt). The spokesman
for the justice authorities in Nuremberg
even described the death as the result of
"stupor. "

H The group say that the case of
Gunther Braun is by no means unique,
and are prepared to take on the author-
ities on the whole question of cruel treat-
ment in Nuremberg prison, on which
they have been gathering information.
They have organised a petition demand-
ing an immediate enquiry_ into the unclar-
ified circumstances of Gunther's death.

Contact address: Humboldtstr. 88,
8500 Nurnberg.

* * is

About 20 prisoners of the German "anti-
imperialist resistance movements",
including RAF and 2nd June Movement
members, have recommenced a hunger
strike broken off in January. The strike,
which involves prisoners in Lubeck,
Hamburg, Berlin and Cologne and other
prisons, is in protest against continuing
Solitary confinement or social isolation.
Since the lifting of the contact ban last
October solitary confinement has pers-
isted in some cases whilein others the
prisoners are allowed to meet only in
tiny groups of hwo or three for a limited
number of hours a week; and even this
possibility seems to have been won only
at the cost of physical health (rejection
of food and/or water). The prisoners
are demanding the implementation of
the Rasch proposals (groups of between
15-20), and transfer to a separate prison
where they can be supervised by Amnesty
International and the Red Cross. They
are demanding an independent internat-
ional enquiry into the deaths of Andreas
Baader, Gudrun Ensslin, Jan-Carl
Raspe and Ingrid Schubert, and recognit-
ion as prisoners of war under the Gen-
eva Convention.

It ls still not óclear how widely the
demand for a separate prison or POW
status is supported among the prisoners
of the resistance movements. On such
matters there is continuing debate among
radical prisonersô groups, including
anarchistsó, whose traditional call is
for freedom and equal treatment for
all prisoners, irrespective of the motives
of their actions.
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