The THORP plant at Sellafield has been built to process radioactive
waste from overseas, producing Uranium and Plutonium for re-use,
and leaving radioactive waste to be disposed of.

The plant has cost over £1.8 billion to construct - but some countries
are now expressing concerns about contract commitments with
THORP, and the UK taxpayer could be facing a massive loss. It has
also been estimated that pollution from the site will cause 108
serious health effects in Europe each year. Greenpeace have
estimated that dry storage methods would be likely to provide a

safer and cheaper option.

Two public consultation periods have been held this year, which
received more than 90,000 letters of protest - the future of THORP

may still be in the balance.

For more information contact Phil Edmonson on 233011.

Jules Wagstaff, Nottingham Greenpeace group.

STOP THORP!

Nottingham Greenpeace anti-THORP Rally, held in March this year.

SAVE MONEY AS YOU SAVE ENERGY

One way of reducing the impact of energy
production is to use energy more efficiently - for
example by using energy efficient light bulbs,
which use less energy than ordinary bulbs but
produce the same level of lighting. Energy
efficiency measures can be an alternative to
building more power stations - avoiding the
increases in pollution that more power stations
would bring.

The energy used by the average home creates 7'
tonnes of carbon dioxide a year. This can be
reduced by up to a half through energy efficiency
measures, at the same time reducing your bills
by a similar amount. The following list gives a
few ideas about how to make a start on reducing
your energy bills.

ENERGY
CONSERVATION BILL

This bill was introduced into Parliament as an
‘Early Day Motion’ early this year. The bill
would empower the government to provide funds
for insulation work on all local authority housing
stock - helping to save energy and money, and
creating jobs.

Well over half of the House of Commons have
now declared their support for the idea, as well
as many local authorities, including Nottingham
City Council and Notts County Council.

If you would like to support the Energy
Conservation Bill, write to your MP and your
District and County Councils, asking them to
maintain their support.

For more details contact Sue Blount on 820883.

”

Rob Preston.

Insulation

If you insulate your home properly, your heating
system will need to produce less heat. Draught-
proofing your outside doors and windows is
probably the most straightforward way to stop
heat escaping. If you have a room with a gas fire,
boiler or coal fire, make sure that there is enough
ventilation before draught-proofing the door.

Lighting

Energy-saving light bulbs can pay for themselves
in lower bills - often within two years - although
they cost more than ordinary filament bulbs
(from £5 to £15). Energy-saving bulbs use only

a quarter of the electricity of ordinary bulbs, and
last eight times longer.

LANDFILL PRODUCES
ENERGY

More than 1 million tonnes of waste were
disposed of at landfill sites in Nottinghamshire
in 1990-91. The organic components of landfill
waste are broken down by bacteria, producing a
mixture of methane and carbon dioxide.

The Bumntstump Landfill Site produces around
1,800 cubic metres of gas per hour, which, until
a year ago, was ‘flared off” from a large burner.
The gas is now used to power generators - which
provide power for the site, and allow any excess
to be sold to the National Grid. Gas is now only
flared off if its production exceeds that which
can be used by the generators.

Robert Crowder, Gedling Borough Council.

Grants to help make your home more energy
efficient are available for people receiving certain
benefits.

For details about grants, call 0800 181667.

This articleis based on extracts from the ‘Helping
the Earth Begins at Home’ booklet produced by
the Department of the Environment. The leaflet
has further details about energy efficiency
measures, as well as useful addresses and phone
numbers. The booklet is available free by calling

0345 247 347 (for the price of a local call).

f?i(483500), or your local Borough/Dtstrwt[
§J~Counal East M' dlands Elecmczty can :

;:E'Greenpeace S
‘;_:Phd Edmonson (233011)

7A1temative Technology ﬂf?lf:'j';;;f:-.'
'-}c-onza-a the natzonal group (0654 702400)

fFor mformatmn/pubhcatmns

 Contactthe natwnal Centre forAItemattve;;
__iTechnology (0654 702400), or thejfﬂ

,berary, (585666)

For many people the coming season is an
opportunity to extend goodwill to all of the
planet’s inhabitants, human and animal. But
does the celebration of Christmas itself challenge
these values, through over-consumption?

Even the most simple Christmas traditions have
their effects. If everyone in the country sent 30
Christmas cards, 25,000 tons of paper would be
consumed. By sending cards made from recycled
paper, as well as saving cards for recycling
afterwards, many trees could be saved, as well
as the environment in which they grow and the
energy used to produce new paper.

The gifts that you give can also show your
support for your favourite green charity, by
buying from their catalogues - and why not
choose gifts that themselves relate to the
environment - out with the Nintendos and in
with the green board games, such as ‘Save The
Animals’. |

And what of the environmental effects of your
Christmas turkey? As well as the undoubted
cruelty involved, their factory-style production
results in ‘waste’ disposal problems and uses
excessive quantities of water and feed, whilst
the fruits, nuts, seeds and grains used for an
alternative meal can encourage positive benefits
for the countryside. For example brazil nuts can
only be grown in natural forests, and buying
foods from Oxfam or Traidcraft gives further
support to sustainable land use.

So Christmas doesn’t have to be spent slumped
in front of yet another James Bond film. For
more information on enjoying a ‘green’
Christmas, the Rainbow Centre (182 Mansfield
Road, Nottingham, phone 585666) has a ‘green’
Christmas exhibition exploring alternative ways
to celebrate the midwinter festival - without
harming people, planet or animals.

Patrick Smith of the Rainbow Centre

Green Network News is a monthly publication aiming to
share information and build links between all individuals

and organisations in the Nottingham and South Notts
area with an interest in the environment.
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IN BRIEF...

A free ‘Green Car Purchase Guide’

is available from Notts County Council
on 774658.

Ecoflow 1 (which helps improve fuel
consumption in cars) and Ecoflow 3
(for oil or gas central heating boilers)
are available from Green Office - on
497458.

Trinity Square Cycle Lockers can now
be booked, by calling 418470 between
8am and 6pm.

Cycle Aid is a 24 hour advice and
accident investigation service, on 0772
21992.

WASTE SAVING
GUIDE

Waste Watch will be sending out ‘Cutting

Down on Chnistmas Waste’, as well as a
CSV Action Earth ‘Green Guide’ during
the Christmas period.

Send an A4 SAE (29p stamp) to:
Waste Watch, Hobart House,
Grovesnor Place, London SW1X 7AE,
or phone 071 245 9718.

CYCLE-FRIENDLY
RAILWAY!

Bicycles can be taken on board the Robin
Hood line from Nottingham to Newstead
free of charge. This was recently discovered
by Nottingham Pedals North, and provides
a welcome boost for local cyclists who use
public transport.

RECYCLING IN
SCHOOLS

Waste Watch have produced a new leaflet/
poster on recycling for children. The current
‘Dustbin’ pack for primary schools is also
available.

To receive a copy of the leaflet, send an A4
SAE (29p stamp) to Waste Watch, Hobart
House, Grovesnor Place, London SWI1X

7AE. Call free on 0800 227711 for a
‘Dustbin’ pack










