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Editorial

Last month the Evening Post carried a
week of articles looking at poverty in
Nottingham. Our own Forest Fields was
featured prominently and a bleak picture
was painted of streets full of litter, fouled
by dogs and filled with uncalled-for noise.
The series has provoked several letters
to the Evening Post demonstrating that
the causesofpovertyare complex. Crime,
unemployment, low pay, lack of care by
councils and/or local people have all been
pin-pointed. Responsibility (or, more
often, blame) has been laid at the door of
the local authorities, the police, private
landlords, tenants and anti-social
residents

Undoubtedly people's incomes tend to be
low - at least athird of adults aged 18-
60 are unemployed, and many of the
remaining two-thirds are retired on
meagrepensions, or are students on pitiful
grants. Those with a job often have to
accept low pay

Howeveralthough an outsidermight come
to Forest Fields and notice only litter,
dogðfouling & noise, those of us living and
working here know that this impression
belies our community spirit & vitality. We
are proud of our community - that people
of all ages, different backgrounds, varying
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education, all get on reasonably well
together. Over the years we have shown
a determination to help build a better
Forest Fields to live in. We now have a
large Medical & Health Centre on
Sherwood Rise, a Community Centre, a
Play Centre,_a Local Advice Centre, a
Credit Union, andGreenfields, an excellent
Training Centre & Nursery.

There is much more to be done and
things are being planned now. You
can read about some of them in the
Link.  

It is easy to paint a picture of an area of
hopelessness and powerlessness.. It only
takes a few to thieve & vandalise & mess
up the pavements, but there is a positive
side to Forest Fields. There are people
who care - about our environment, about
our neighbours. Most of us take a pride in
our homes&streets, help our neighbours,
work together. Many of us may not have
much but we make the best of what we
have. We work hard to get our homes
together & keep them nice.

The pity is that so many of us have no jobs
and are denied the chance to earn the
money to do even better for ourselves.
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