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I TRODU TI @-
1.l This report is about Caunton Avenue
Flats. It has been prepared by tenants
living in the flats complex and concerns
the living conditions that make up the
major part of our everyday experience.
It is about dampness - it is about
inadequate heating, and it is about
insufficient ventilation - Factors which
in combination give rise to a miserable
and lmhealthy experience for all tenants.

1.2 As a report it is aimd at members
of the Housing'Comittee, who will have an
opportunity to vote over proposals for
improving the }l.iv.i-rr1g conditions Faced by tenants
in Caunton Avenue Flats. It is also for the
edification and information of others who
should be aware of our situation.

1.3 Until now the approach by the Housing
Department to the issues raised by Caunton
Avenue Flats has been, by any standards,
piecemeal, and there has not been any
attempt to Face the problems in an honest,
realistic or constructive way.

1.4 We believe, as tenants who live day after
day in these appalling conditions, that only
when our views have been heard and taken into
account can a comprehensive and long lasting
solution to the problems outlined in this
report be Found. a

1.5 Accordingjy'we put Forward Your
proposals which the Housing Department must
meet if the tenants of Caunton Avenue are
not to continue suffering unnecessary hardship.

\

ð r n 
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RECO E DATIO
>

1). An official and public recognition
of the problems regarding dampness, inadequate
heating and insufficient ventilation which
are endemic to Caunton Avenue Flats .

2) . That a Full independent survey offó
the flats be undertaken by a body such
as the Building Research Station with
a guarantee that all the recommendations
it contains are followed up and acted upon.

3) . '.|"l1at the recommended, neces.s+;ary work
should be carried out quickly, certainly
before Autumn 1979.

4). That residents be offered a choice of
de-canting or a reduction in rent while
necessary repairs are carried out.

As landlord, the Council has an obligation
to itsó tenants. We suggest that only when
these Your proposals are met will it make
a start in fulfilling its obligations to
its tenants in Caunton Avenue.

_ I I
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2,1 ;VIt's disgusting, The walls in the downstairs
bedroom go gbeen'when it rains; Water comes in
through the ®eiling and RUnsódown the corner of
the wa11s.= My two children now share an upstairs
hedroom which is damp, but not so bad. -They share
because we can only heat one ream at a=timeW.a.-

. ~ . . , _ó - .' _ .
_ ,. 1 ' . . ;

ó ,: ~. _ - er ó 5 . _ - \ ,
. - _ ' ó - I -

_ 1 v

e Tenant with two children aged 6 and 3 years.

2.2 "The bedroom gets so damp I have to dny my~~
bedclothes in the living room each night-before=

' v

_gQing to bed"._. _ _ ~ÄèÂ -n" è'  _ wè
:\1 . ' . _ '|_, -_ . . è I

. - - 1 - - _ . -. . , . .

' ' . '. .è

4 Tenant, aged 8ÄÄ
0|

2.3 There are Ill dwellings in Caunton Aycnmg,"=
Flats of threeôdistinct_types:'maisonettes, flats -

- - . 1.- | . . 1

and houses; lA'randomly eelected"sample.taken by 1
Caunton Avenue-Flats Tenants Asso®iation (CAFTA)~  
whioh included?25% of the totalónumbef of dwellingý
and Covered Hllfýýý®®ztypgs Found that over 82% oft
the;sample dwellings contained ekteneive amounts of

I | a'|~ó " : I
1 . .

è _ ' _' - .
4 _ , . 1 1

.|' I _ ' '. _ i ; _ -

2,4? Damp wasn't confined to any one part of theta
dwellings but on the oontrary was distrihuted- L
throughput@.~Laýge damp'black-patbhe$ñ0nñat least
one_ceiling wre Common to practically all, and *'
talee of carpets, curtains and Clothes haying;_  
become mi1dewed*andôneeding'toUbe'destioÄed were

.4 _ = ' -" 1"" . ó
1, - _ . 7_ '| 1

-- '. .

2.5i;A@ong\other common manifestations of dampnessl
areówalls turning black (or green) and 'bowing1;
óareas of wall above window lintels becoming covered
with blaCk,fungi;'water entering through the roof-
anH*Ôunning down the corners of walls into rooms
below; food cupboards being largely unusable and
collecting'pools of water; ceilings Flaking; _ o1
wallpaper Falling off walls; and on end houees  
particularly, a-clear outline of.eýCh bP@@ZÂfbl0Ck
showing through the wall, i ,;= fl A _ .

1[~ _ _ . - ó . I f..'._ I . . ' -.

_ . , .' - I . - -1 .-. I In

2;6ñfIn the same survey oven 96% of the"ýe$pohdents
expr®saediahhunhappiness with the.efficioncy*and/or
adequaeÄ OF their heating systems. The only _
heating built into the dwe]_.]ain;_>;s .i.-5 óbat:k__er'ow1d o
heating'(a1though:a number of tenants had movedl

. - ._._~o

to Caunton Avenue believing this to mean central ;
heating), Fired by individual gas or electric units.

' .. '- '-.. _
_-*.~ó=:-'---= . .c _

' -'. 1-ô ó
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