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‘There is no town in the world where the distance between the rich and the poor is so
great, or the barrier between them so difficult to be crossed.’

Rev. R. Parkinson, MA Canon of the Collegiate Church.

‘It was not Birmingham, a city which produced a great deal more in 1850 than in 1750,
but essentially in the old way, which made contemporaries speak of an industrial revolu-
tion, but Manchester, a city which produced more in an obviously revolutionary
manner.’

Eric Hobsbawn in Industry and Empire: An Economic History of Britain since 1750.
(1968) p.20.
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PREFACE

Labour History concerns itself with how and why the working-class, politically through
radical reform and revolutionary movements and parties, economically as a producer
through trade unions and as a consumer through the co-operative movement, has ob-
tained, extended and defended advances achieved through struggle. '

By studying its own history—denied to it whenever possible by the ruling class—the
working-class acquires knowledge of its own roots and traditions together with its
democratic and coilective ideals. This knowledge helps the working-class break down
the historic and cultural isolation imposed upon it by the ruling class, thereby increas-
ing confidence and raising class and political consciousness. |

Central to the theme of Labour History is the historic struggle between labour and
capital. Therefore it is not surprising that Manchester provides one rich location for
this universal conflict. As capitalism expanded and grew so did the cities of Manchester
and Salford as a consequence. In the period 1772 to 1851 the population of Manchester
increased from 25,000 to 186,000. Within this population, as in other industrial cities,
the chief product created by the Industrial Revolution was formed—the proletariat.

This bibliography is concerned with the history of Manchester and Salford’s proletariat,
especially in its struggle with the capitalist class.

GUIDE TO THE BIBLIOGRAPHY | '
It is primarily intended for those who are commencing their study of the subject. As
such it does not specifically deal with the questions of ‘social conditions’ or ‘education’,

although these are not completely ignored.

1.  Almost every item listed is available in Manchester Central Library (MCL)—The
few exceptions in Salford Central Library (SCL) alone are marked with S only
and those duplicated at SCL are marked S. Those available in paperback are listed

with the abbreviation Pbk.

2. It is divided into five sections, first dealing with the period chronologically and
then selecting four themes:

(a) Trade Unions

(b) Biography and Autobiography
(c) Women

(d) Novels, Poetry and Plays

3.  Each item is numbered for cross reference and is annotated to give an indication
of its importance and content. Some items have been included more than once in
order to give complete coverage in all sections.

4. A few items are contained in periodicals. These may be found in the Local
History or Social Science Libraries of MCL.
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Further research can be pursued through references within the included works and by
using the Local History collections at MCL and SCL. These contain a great many works
on all areas of local history which are essential for a rounded study, as well as runs of
newspapers (from the Manchester Guardian to short-lived periodicals such as the Rev.
T.G. Lees Trade Union Magazine), trade union journals and reports, trade directories

and census returns. A certain number of relevant documents are held in the Archive
Department of MCL whilst there is a collection of 19th century documents in its Social
Science Library in which can also be found the Bulletin for the Study of Labour History
—a journal as its name suggests devoting itself solely to Labour History.
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MANCHESTER CENTRE FOR MARXIST EDUCATION

This pamphlet has been published by the Manchester Centre for Marxist Education
(MCME) as a service to the labour movement in this area. The purpose of the Centres
for Marxist Education is outlined in their original Statement of Aims, to promote the
spread of Marxist ideas in the labour movement and to relate these ideas to present
day circumstances and problems.

Since late 1974, when it was set up, the Centre has successfully run a number of dis-
cussion groups and lecture programmes, which have brought Marxist ideas to a wide
audience on the Left in Manchester. The key course in this respect is An Introduction
To Marxism designed for those who wish to discuss basic Marxist ideas, and relate
them to their own experience. Other courses have included:

* Sex Roles and Socialism
* Labour History
* Marxist Economics

* Studies in Marxism
* Problems of Marxist Strategy
* Capital Reading Groups

These groups make more use of reading texts but the main focus is still on group dis-

cussions. Each group is autonomous, and is free to decide the pace and direction of its
study and discussion.

Occasional lecture series are also held to reach a wider audience.
The Centre which draws its members from the whole of the left is run by an elected

Steering Committee of ten people, consisting of members of various political affiliations.

The MCME is financially supported by members’ subscriptions, donations and fund-
raising activities.

The Centre is loosely linked with CME groups in other parts of the country, notably
Leeds, Leicester and Bradford. |

Membership of the MCME costs £1 p.a. (cheques payable to MCME). For details of
discussion groups, lectures and future publications, write to:

The Secretary, MCME, 9 Evelyn Street, Fallowfield, Manchester. M14 6WG (Tel. 061-
248 7158).

Introductory Selection

This is a list of eight of the most interesting and easily available books about Manchester.
If you are just beginning to find out about the subject it would be a good idea to read
two or three of these introductory books and then follow them up in more detail in the
later sections of the bibliography.

All the books listed here are in inexpensive paperback editions.

1. Around 1800 Thompson, E P. The Making of the English Working-
Class. (1963) S.
Excellent survey of developing working-class conscious-
ness during the French Revolution and the Napoleonic
Wars. Chapters 9 (on weavers) and 15 (Peterloo)
recommended.

Z. 1840s Gaskell, E. North and South
(1854-5. Reprinted 1970) S.
Victorian melodrama and romance set against a backdrop -
of mill-owners, mill girls and strikes in Manchester.

3. s Gaskell, E. Mary Barton
(1848. Reprinted 1970) S.
A strong story of a poor apprentice dressmaker pulled
between the mill owner’s son and the working-class hero.
Excellent observation of domestic poverty, Victorian

‘morality and the toll the cotton industry exacted from
working-class families.

4. ) Engels, Frederick. The Condition of the Working-Class in
England.
(1892. Reprinted 1969). S.
A classic by Engels based on personal observation and
research during the author’s first stay in Manchester—
18424—. It has never been out of print and has been
used continuously as a source book. This edition con-
tains an introduction by Eric Hobsbawn.

Makepeace, Chris. Manchester as it was.

(1972-5) S.

1. Victorian Street Scenes

11  Public Events and Buildings

111 Social and Industrial Life

1V Times of Change |
Booklets of photographs of what Manchester used to
look like. But thin on labour history.

6. 1900s Roberts, Robert. The Classic Slum: Salford Life in the
First Quarter of the Century.
(1971) S.
Roberts recalls his boyhood in Salford before the First
World War; an immensely readable and informative book.
The subtle humour, unsentimentality and eye for detail
make the book one of the best introductions té Man-
chester history.

7. 1930s Greenwood, Walter. Love on the Dole
Novel about Salford during the Depression, a powerful
story of Harry and Sally Hardcastle growing up in an
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5. Late C19th.



8.  Early C19th—
present day

General

era dommated by unemployment, dole queues, pawn-
brokers and poverty.

Frow, E and R. To Make That Future—Now !: A

?nsto : ry of the Manchester and Salford Trades Councﬂ.
1976

This includes description of Manchester’s first united

May Day demonstrations in 1892, the story of the two

women’s trades councils, divided over the question of

votes for women, and interesting illustrations, including

a reprint of the Manchester edition of The British Worker.
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From the following books much information can be gleaned on economic and social
conditions and social movements in Manchester. Many of them deal with events in the
C19th, fewer being available on the modern period.

9,. . Aiken, ).

10. Ashton, T.S.

11. Aston, Joseph

12. Axon, W.E.A.

13. Bergin, T.,
Pearce, D.N., and
Shaw, S. (eds)

14. Briggs, Asa.

A Description of the Country from Thirty to Forty Miles
Round Manchester.

(1795. Reprinted 1968) S.

This is a guide to pre-industrial Manchester.

Economic and Social Investigation in Manchester, 1833-
1933: A Centenary Hlstory of the Manchester Statistical
Society.

(1934) S.

Contains useful data on social conditions. Appendix C
lists the reports and papers of the Society from 1833,
some of which are relevant to the labour history of
Manchester.

The Manchester Guide: A Brief Historical Description of
the Towns of Manchester and Salford.

(1804. New edition 1816 entitled A Picture of Manchester.

Reprinted 1969)
Useful for industrial development prior to 1800.

The Annals of Manchester: A Chronological Record from
the Earliest Times to the End of 1885.
(1886) S.

Gives dates of outstanding events.

Salford: A City and its Past.

(1974) S.

See chapters four and five for the political history of
Salford in the C19th.

Victorian Cities
(1963) S. Pbk.
See chapter three ‘Manchester: Symbol of a New Age’.

This provides useful information on the conditions in the
city.

15.

16.

iz,

18.

19.

20.

21.

4.

4, X

24.

23,

British Association,
London. Manchester
Local Executive
Committee

Bruton, F.A.

Butterworth, J.

Chapman, S.J.

Frow, E and R.

Hertz, Gerald B.

Holyoake, G.J.

Kohl, J.G.

Love, B.

Love, B.

Reach, A.B.

Manchester and its Region: A Survey prepared for the
meeting held in Manchester August 29 to September 35,
1962.

(1962) S.

This is valuable for the modern period.

A Short History of Manchester and Salford
(1924. Reprinted 1970)  S.
A standard history.

The Antiquities of the Town, and a Complete History of
the Trade of Manchester; with a description of Man-

chester and Salford: to which is added an Account of the
Late Improvements in the town, etc.

(1882) S.
Covers early industrial history.

The Lancashire Cotton Industry. A Study in Economic
Development.

(1904) S.

A standard book.

All for the Cause: Aspects of the Radical and Labour
History of Manchester.

(1976. Forthcoming)

A survey of a number of eplsodes from 1800 to 1930.

The Manchester Politician, 1750-1912.

(1912) S only. ‘

Basically the ‘Manchester School’. Useful for political
opinion.

The History of Co-ooperation. 2 Volumes.
(1906)

Valuable for Owenism in Manchester and Salford.
England and Wales

(1844. Reprinted 1968)
Pp 106-146 gives a German traveller’s account of
Manchester in the hungry forties.

Manchester as it is; or, Notices of the Institutions, Manu-
factures, Commerce, Railways etc. of the Metropolis of
Manufactures; interspersed with much valuable informa-
tion for the Resident and Stranger.

(1839, Reprinted 1971) S.

The Handbook of Manchester
(1842) S.

Two useful books for social and industrial conditions.
The second is an improved and expanded edition of the
first.

Manchester and the Textile Districts in 1849.
(1849. Reprinted 1972) S.

A perceptive account first published in 1849 in The
Morning Chronicle.










































