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PREFACE

Anarchism is the philosophy of a new social order based
on liberty, and unrestricted by man-made laws; the theory
that all forms of government rest on violence and are
therefore wrong and harmful, as well as unnecessary.

Anarcho-syndicalism is anarchism applied to the labour
movement. From small educational groups to federated
leagues, libertarian organisation grows from the base upwards.
In all areas of the world libertarian ideas, organisation
and revolt have emerged, despite the repression of Fascism,
State communism or military juntas.

The word ‘'anarchos' means 'no rule', deriving from the
Greek. The word 'anarchist' was used during the French
Revolution as a scornful term for the libertarian elements
who opposed the dictatorial rule of the Directory. In 1840
a French printer Pierre Joseph Proudhon published his classic
analysis of capitalist's private property, 'What is Property?'.
Here he argued that the State is an instrument of coercion
used by the capitalist class to enforce its property relations
on the workers. Abolish property and the State will have
no function.

Over the next 80 years Anarchism easily rivalled Socialism

and Communism as the major form of progressive thought
in Europe. A large area of support was the peasantry, but
as the poor were forced into the cities by the economy,
artisan workers and industrial workers began to discuss
libertarian ideas and form anarchist organisations. When
English trade unionists hosted the formation of the Interna-
tional Workers Association, anarchists were present and
their influence grew in the European sections and finally
around the world.
Anarchist theory and organisation developed with activists
like Bakunin, Kropotkin, Malatesta, Reclus, Michel and
many others, adding to the analysis of the State and
popular resistance. In contrast to the Marxists, Liberals,
Socialists, etc. Anarchists concluded that the State cannot
be taken over for anyone's benefit because it has its own
interests. The heralded ‘'dictatorship of the proletariat'
would merely be a dictatorship over the proletariat; these
insights are no less true today.

Against the capitalists we say 'liberty without socialism
is privilege and injustice', 'socialism without liberty is
a barracks' we reply to the Marxists. Libertarian socialism,
libertarian communism or anarchist communism, whatever
you may call it, for the anarchists it is a free society
without the State.




Argentina is a vast country, sprawling over 2,700,000 square
INTRODUCTION kilometres. At the time of anarchist immigrant arrivals
it had a population of less than four million, of whom
two thirds lived in towns of more than 2,000 population.
The rural areas had been taken over by a small sect of
landowners who had driven out the Indians. These landlords
set up a feudal system that throughout Latin America
is called 'latifundia', which resulted in bosses becoming
aristocrats and the workers, rural poor peasants, becoming
peons, i.e. serfs.
Small businesses and factories emerged with the growth
in the urban areas, poor accommodation and insufferable
everyday life threw many against the State, but most just
struggled to survive. With the poverty came the parasites,

vermin, prostitution; and with some of the immigrants
and their bosses, religion in the form of Catholicism. Outside

the cities and towns work was available, but at starvation

wages. Job sharks preyed upon the native poor and immi-
grant labour, enticing their subjects with promises of land
and money. Such employers sold food to their wage slaves,
leaving them poorer still. With the sale of farms and factor-
ies, labourers were included in the 'bargain' as there was
a law which made the peon the slave of his boss. Many
tried to escape, pursued by the posses of military whose
sole job was to prevent the escape of any peons who chose
flight rather than death from starvation. One young immi-
grant named Auguste Vaillant returned to France after
experiencing this torturous life. Where, again in poverty,
outraged at the smug bourgeoisie he threw a bomb in the
Chamber of Deputies. Though no one was killed he was
sentenced to death and went to the guillotine proclaiming
to the world 'l am an anarchist'. He was just one of the
many who would pay with their lives because of their
acceptance of the anarchist cause.

Immigration increased after the Franco-Prussian War
and the defeat of the Paris Commune. The boom for capital-
f;g,,éw}' ists, by introducing mass European immigration should have
Y brought huge economic disaster for the local native workers,
as cheap labour would take the jobs (a fear Fascists today
still try and use to divide the workers). Instead, many
of the immigrants came with the revolutionary ideas of
their regions, because the governments of the Old World

" » ’..o-

% 4( DR oo 50
"% 0 %’ ,;
AN "M%

00 .: ,:, ',y"

7 0 'J/~ :

1920's FORA poster




were expelling militants by their thousands. Blacklisting
meant falling into the bottomless pit of poverty, ending
in degradation and humiliation, so many took the chance
to go to Argentina. From Poland, Ireland, Belgium,
Italy, Spain, France and Russia the anarchists came. Marxists
went to the United States, impressed with Marx's analysis
of the Stars and Stripes scene. Fraud, violence and control
by landed oligarchs was the rule. The capitalist class was
almost wholly immigrant, though the bourgeoisie tended
to be native. It was the comparative weakness of the ruling
class that led them to maintain power through the Army,
which has ever since maintained its political role.

It was against this background that the infant anarchist
labour movement began to organise and prepare the way
for the creation of one of the greatest revolutionary unions
of all time, the Federacion Obrera Regional Argentina.
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