
III!/llllllllllmny IIIIIlIIII5' i 1òmm M ò' 1 Ii

/òó_ llI'I'I

Fó  Mfþlþþ  óA ô
 "IEI ill /Ilmllllina  

FY '11 l.IInsser

_ 7 _ _

J

/

ó/ v
1
IL1 ;l



|lHIllll|I|lIN|\|IY
IINIIINISM IN
ll\I|N
IIMEIIIIIII

Illþ HIM ill |\I'!]l!|lli||i|
I! Yl!ló|ói||
l. ||ll55l!|ó

l\$|' IIINIIIIN li|l[|NlIl\5I[|I1!llI1



 

Published 1987 by
ASP

BM Hurricane, London WCIN BXX
&

PO Box 96, Doncaster DN4 OQU
Cover by Ineke Frencken
Printed by Aldgate Press

2

PREFACE

Anarchism is the philosophy of a new social order based
on liberty, and unrestricted by man-made laws; the theory
that all forms of government rest on violence and are
therefore wrong and harmful, as well as unnecessary.
Anarcho-syndicalism is anarchism applied to the labour

movement. From small educational groups to federated
leagues, libertarian organisation grows from the base upwards.
In all areas of the world libertarian ideas, organisation
and revolt have emerged, despite the repression of Fascism,
State communism or military juntas.

The word óanarchosó means óno ruleó, deriving from the
Greek. The word óanarchistô was used during the French
Revolution as a scornful term for the libertarian elements
who opposed the dictatorial rule of the Directory. In 1840
a French printer Pierre Joseph Proudhon published his classic
analysis of capitalistós private property, óWhat is Propertyó?ó.
Here he argued that the State is an instrument of coercion
used by the capitalist class óto enforce its property relations
on the workers. Abolish property and the State will have
no function.

Over the next 80 years Anarchism easily rivalled Socialism
and Communism as the major form of progressive thought
in Europe. A large area of support was the peasantry, but
as the poor were forced into the cities by the economy,
artisan workers and industrial workers began to discuss
libertarian ideas and form anarchist organisations. When
English trade unionists hosted the formation of the Interna-
tional Workers Association, anarchists were present and
their influence grew in the European sections and finally
around the world.
Anarchist theory and organisation developed with activists
like Bakunin, Kropotkin, Malatesta, Reclus, Michel and
many others, adding to the analysis of the State and
popular resistance. In contrast to the Marxists, Liberals,
Socialists, etc. Anarchists concluded that the State cannot
be taken over for anyoneós benefit because it has its own
interests. The heralded ódictatorship of the proletariató
would merely be a dictatorship over the proletariat; these
insights are no less true today.
Against the capitalists we say óliberty without socialism

is privilege and injusticeó, ósocialism without liberty is
a barracksó we reply to the Marxists. Libertarian socialism,
libertarian communism or anarchist communism, whatever
you may call it, for the anarchists it is a free society
without the State.
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Argentina is a vast country, sprawling over 2,700,000 square
kilometres. At the time of anarchist immigrant arrivals
it had a population of less than four million, of whom
two thirds lived in towns of more than 2,000 population.
The rural areas had been taken over by a small sect of
landowners who had driven out the Indians. These landlords
set up a feudal system that throughout Latin America
is called ólatifundiaó, which resulted in bosses becoming
aristocrats and the workers, rural poor peasants, becoming
peons, i.e. serfs.
Small businesses and factories emerged with the growth

in the urban areas, poor accommodation and insufferable
everyday life threw many against the State, but most just
struggled to survive. With the poverty came the parasites,
vermin, prostitution; and with some of the immigrants
and their bosses, religion in the form of Catholicism. Outside
the cities and towns work was available, but at starvation
wages. Job sharks preyed upon the native poor and immið
grant labour, enticing their subjects with promises of land
and money. Such employers sold food to their wage slaves,
leaving them poorer still. With the sale of farms and factor-
ies, labourers were included in the óbargainó as there was
a law which made the peon the slave of his boss. Many
tried to escape, pursued by the posses of military whose
sole job was to prevent the escape of any peons who chose
flight rather than death from starvation. One young immi-
grant named Auguste Vaillant returned to France after
experiencing this torturous life. Where, again in poverty,
outraged at the smug bourgeoisie he threw a bomb in the
Chamber of Deputies. Though no one was killed he was
sentenced to death and went to the guillotine proclaiming
to the world óI am an anarchistó. He was just one of the
many who would pay with their lives because of their
acceptance of the anarchist cause.
Immigration increased after the Franco-Prussian War

and the defeat of the Paris Commune. The boom for capital-
ists, by introducing mass European immigration should have
brought huge economic disaster for the local native workers,
as cheap labour would take the jobs (a fear Fascists today
still try and use to divide the workers). Instead, many
of the immigrants came with the revolutionary ideas of
their regions, because the governments of the Old World
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were expelling militants by their thousands. Blacklisting
meant falling into the bottomless pit of poverty, ending
in degradation and humiliation, so many took the chance
to go to Argentina. From Poland, Ireland, Belgium,
Italy, Spain, France and Russia the anarchists came. Marxists
went to the United States, impressed with Marx's analysis
of the Stars and Stripes scene. Fraud, violence and control
by landed oligarchs was the rule. The capitalist class was
almost wholly immigrant, though the bourgeoisie tended
to be native. It was the comparative weakness of the ruling
class that led them to maintain power through the Army,
which has ever since maintained its political role.
It was against this background that the infant anarchist

labour movement began to organise and prepare the way
for the creation of one of the greatest revolutionary unions
of all time, the Federacion Obrera Regional Argentina.
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The origins of the anarchist movement in Argentina remain
relatively unknown, but can be roughly traced to the found-
ing of a section of the First International in 1872 in Buenos
Aires. As far as we are aware there are at least two ver-
sions of the events, one giving credit to an Uruguayan
anarchist called A. Juanes. The other version asserts that
a small group of French socialists, probably expelled after
the Paris Commune, were responsible.
Whatever the true version of the events it should be

noted that the anarchist movement owed much to the work
of immigrants. This continued to be the case for many
years and later led the Argentinian government to believe
that it could end all industrial unrest within its borders
simply by deporting a few óforeign agitatorsó.
By 1873 the International Workers Association had firmly

established itself in the capital. Three seperate sections,
divided into French, Spanish and Italian speaking workers,
flourished and gave the organisation a total membership
of around three hundred. In 1874 a further section of the
International was founded in Cordoba, while in March 1875
several affiliated members were arrested in connection
with an arson attack on a church. All eventually being
released due to lack of evidence.
Two tendencies (the authoritarian socialism of Marx

and the anarchism of Bakunin) had always existed within
the International and after the split at the Hague Congress
in 1872 the Marxists and Bakuninists went their separate
ways, effectively destroying the organisation. In Argentina
it was no different.
The propaganda by anarchists dominated the thinking

behind the struggle of the workers and often the struggle
itself. Only the workers themselves, organised into their
own fighting bodies, could improve the condition of the
working class. Poverty is the cause of the disease and
the only vaccine that can cure it is revolution. óLa Verdadó
published by Doctor John Creaghe advanced few political
opinions, instead it concentrated on reporting the struggle
of workers and peasants and the bitter conditions which
provoked these struggles. For anarcho-syndicalists there
is little interests in political struggles, nor confidence in
politicians. Progress is achieved by unions of workers (not
social democratic unionism which requires an employing
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class from which to make demands), by self-management
of economic and social struggles. This meant for John
Creaghe that the workers unions with no bureaucracy, local
autonomy and the syndicalist tactics of direct action would
achieve the goal of stateless socialism/anarchism.

In 1876 the Bakuninists set up their own óCentre for
Workers Propagandaó (the first anarchist centre in Argentina)
and published their own paper óLa Voz Del Obreroó, while
the Marxists did the same, publishing óLa Vanguardiaó.

In 1879 óEl Descamisado' began publication in Buenos
Aires. It marked an important stage in the development
of the anarchist movement in Argentina. Until then nearly
all propaganda had to be imported from Europe.
During the 1870's around 8,500 immigrants per year (main-

ly from Italy and Spain) were arriving in the country.
During the 1880's the figure shot up to 63,000 per year,
then it óstabilisedó during the 1890's to around 32,000 per
year. Instead of finding the streets ólined with goldó, they
found the same misery and poverty they had left behind.
Socialist and anarchist ideas had found their audience. By
1895 seventy-five percent of the working class were
immigrants. _
Ettore Mattei was among the first wave of Europeans

to arrive. Born in Livorno, Italy, in 1851 he was active
as an anarchist in the International from 1868 onwards.
Having been thrown out of Italy as a result of his political
activities he tried, unsuccessfully to settle in France. Around
1884 he was forced to move on again and found himself
in Argentina. In Buenos Aires he helped to start up the
influencial óAnarchist Communist Circleó and continued
to play an important role within the movement for several
years.
Another early immigrant was Emile Piete; he arrived

from Belgium in 1885 and with the help of Gerard
Gerombon set up the óInternational Bookshopó in Buenos
Aires. In the same year the well-known (to both the workers
and the police) anarchist Errico Malatesta arrived after
a warrant for his arrest had been issued in Florence. He
stayed in Argentina for four years, transforming the
óAnarchist Communist Circleó into the óCircle for Social
Studiesó, and on 22 August 1885 he helped to launch his
own paper óLa Questione Socialó, giving it a similar content
to the same paper he had founded in Italy in 1883. The
paper was moderately successful (fourteen issues were
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