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"REASONS

For Reducing the

Pyrates at Madagafcar:
= e LT |

PROPOSALS bumbly offered to the Ho-
-~ nourable Houfe of Commons, for effetting the [ame.

HAT certain Pyrates having fome Years fince found the Iland of Made-
gafcar to be the moft Proper, if not the only Place in the World for their
Abode, and carrying on their Deftruive Trade with Security, betook
themfelves thither 5 and being fince increafed to a formidable Body are be-
come a manifeft Obftru@ion to Trade, and Scandal to our Nation and
Religion, being moft of them Englifh, -at leaft four Fifths.

That Madagafcar is one of the Largeft Iflands in the World, and very Fruitful, lies
near the Entrance into the Faff- Indies, and is divided into a great many petty Kingdoms
independant of each other, fo that there is no making Application to any Supream Mo-
narch (or indeed any elfe ) to Expel or Deftroy the Pyrates there. ' .

- That upon a general Peace, when Multitudes of Soldiers and Seamen will wantEmploy-
ment 3 or by length of Time, and the Pyrates generating with the Women of the Coun-
try, their Numbers fhould be increafed, they may form themfelves into a Scttlement of
Robbers, as Prejudicial to Trade as any on the t of Affrica.

- Tor it’s natural to confider, That all Perfons owe by Inftin& a Love to the Place of

their Birth : Therefore the prefent l;{ratca muft defire to return to their Native Coon~

try 5 and if this prefent Generation fhould be once Extin&, their Children will have the
fame Inclivation t0 Muadagafcar as thefe have to Frngland, and will not have any fuch
Affeion for England, altho they will retain the Name of Englifb 5 and confequently all
thofe fucceeding Dicpredations committed by them will be charged to the Account of
England. Nowwithftanding they were not born with us, fo that thisfeeins the ooly
Thne for Reducing them to their Obedience, and preventing all thofe evil Con-

fcquenccs.

It muft therefore be allow'd to be a very defirable and ngccﬂhry Th.ing, that they
fhould be fuppreled in Time 5 and that if it ever be effected, it muft ™ either. i+ Force
or er{walion. |
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COMMONS PROPOSAL, 1704,

ORIGINS

This story of Misson, his pirate
creWw and thelr free colony of Libertatis is
not offered as a model for a Utopla nor as
an indication of how a libertarian soclety
might be constructed today. Rather it is an
account of an early attempt by a group of
people to dulld a genuinely libertarian and
egalitarian community. A community which ;
attempted to live by the maxim "Liberty,
Equality, Fraternity" nearly one hundred
years before the French Revolution,

Captalin Misson spent most of his
adult life as a pirate. However, hils ship,
Which flew a3 flag with the emblaZonnment
"Liberty”, was not unique in the late 17th
and early 18th century. Most of the pirate
ships of that time were floating republics.
On board these vessels declisions Were made
by the assembled ship's company or by an
elected delegate committiee. Some pirate
ships in the Caribbean even drew up detalled
constitutions. Unlike the autocratic pirate
captains of story books the real pirsate
captains only had the right of command
during the actusl engagement of other ships.
At other times the Quartermaster took the
role of community leader and acted as
arbiter should quazrrels arise between crew
menbers.

The loot from captured ships wWas
shared almost equally., 7I1he captain usually
got a double ghare for physically leading
the attack and sometimes a one and a half




or one and a quarter share went to the
Quartermaster, Gunner or Ship's Carpenter,
Fixed amounts were also pald for injuriles
suffered in battle.

The real autocratic and merciless
sea captailns were to be found on the merchant
ships and men-of-war of the time. Conditilons
for ordinary seamen were both harsh and
dangerous - and the pay was poor, Punishments
available to the ships officers included
nanacling, flogging and keel-hauling -~ a
punishment which involved the victim being
pulled, by means of a rope, under the hull
of the ship from one side to the other.
Keel~hauling was a punishment which often
proved fatal.

The pirates' lack of thls type
of oppressive leadership and harsh punish-
ment 1s often given as the reason for
their downfall, This is a strange assertion
ags few pirates ever met downfall. On the
West Indies routes the chance of capture
was less than one in a hundred - on the
East Indies route it was virtually non-
existent,

The only source for the complete
story of Misson and his crew is "A General
History of the Robberies and Murders of
the Most Notorious Pirates"™ by Captain
Cl arles Johnson. The Misson story appears
i1 the enlarged second edition pubdblished
in 1726. Unfortunately this is the only
source of information about Misson. There
exists other documentary evidence for the
exploits of the other pirates in the
" "General History”™ but none for Misson.

Because of this lack of corroborazting
evidence some writers have dismissed the
account as fable - others suspect that
'Charles Johnson' was a pseudonym of
Danliel Defoe. However, we need to ask why,
in such a comprehensive and authoritative
catalogue as the "General History”,Johnson
should have chosen to include just one
ficticious charszscter. It should also be
remembered that Johnson was writing very
recent history and in some cases about
living people whose exploits, or reported
exploits, would have been known to his
readers.

There are a few passing
references to Misson, particularly in
relation to his friendship with the Noxrth
American pirate Captalin Tew, but these all
post date Johnson's "General History".

Johnson may even have used
the real or imaginary Misson as a vehicle
for his own radical views, The speech
denouncing those who profit from slavery
would certainly have been safer reported
from the lips of a2 pirate than Written in
the First Person =« particularly at a time
when the Royal Family had a large filnancial
interest in the slave trade. Johnson
himself claimed that the bulk of the lMisson
story came from a manuscript written by
Misson himself and passed to Johnson by
a French contact - but one could still say
that, were that true, Johnson would not have
been the first, nor the last, historian to
be taken in by a fake document.,

But reading the "General History"
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Johnson appears to be no fool. Another
pirate of popular legend at the time was
Avery who was reputed to have ruled as
king an island paradise complete With
boundless treasure and dusky maidens in
attendance. Johnson tracked him down and
found him to be a vain and penniless
drunkard.

In much the same Way as that other
folk hero, Robin Hood, Misson has been
credited with, in addition to his own
exploits, the exploits of others and incidents
both exaggerated and imagined. As With Robin
Hood there is more than a trace of wishful
thinking in the story of Misson. But the wish
was there and if nothing else the story of
Misson stands as an over 250 year old tribute
to the concept of a soclety run on a system
of co=operation and mutual aid, which cared
for its old and disabled, was merciful to
jts malefactors, ran its own affairs and
needed neither money nor policemen,

MISSON

Misson = a nom de guerre, his real
name is not revealed -~ was born 1in Provence
of a large and long established family., He
was educated in humanities, logic and math-
enatics and sent for a year to the Academy
at Angers. Upon his return the sixteen year
old Misson was to be sent to join the Musket=-
eers, But the young Misson was an avid reader
of travellers tales and wanted to travel
himself, A relative, a Momsieur Fourbin,
wa3s in command of a French warship, the

Victoire. Misson was signed on as a
volunteer and dispatched to Marseilles to
join his ship.

The Victolre set sall almost at
once to cruise the Mediterranean and Misson
set about his work with enthusiasm. In his
free time he paid the bo'sun and ship’'s
carpenter to teach him the skills of ship
construction and maintenance.

When the Victolre docked at
Naples Misson obtained leave to visit Rome
- a particular desire of his. He was
outraged at the decadence of the Papal
Court and came to the conclusion that "all
religion was no more than a curb upon the
minds of the weaker." |

He confessed his doubts to a
young Dominican priest who surprised Misson
by admitting to the same opinion, In strong
terms the priest denounced the self-interest
and corruption of the clergy and added, "For
my part, I am quite tired of the farce, and
will lay hold of the first opportunity to
throw off this masquerading habit,” Misson
supplied this opportunity and dbought the
priest a suit of clothes and took him as a
volunteer on board the Victoire. The priest
was Signor Caraccioll and the two were to
become lifelong companions.

They rejoined the ship at Leghorn
and two days out of port they were attacked
by two Sallee pirates. The 'Wlctoire sank one
pirate and boarded the other., Misson and




































