Eric Harrison 1922-1993

Eric Harrison died on the 19th Decem-
ber 1993 after a short illness. In his
later years he suffered from arthritis
which affected his walking ability. He
leaves a daughter, Deborah, and six
grand-children.

Eric was a natural Pacifist and one of
the most gentle men I have known. He
left school at 14 and trained as a tool-
maker with the Daimler motor com-
pany. He became a shop steward
active in the Trade Union movement.
first met him in Coventry when I was
there with the Film Van in 1963; he be-
came a vei'y keen supporter and in his
later life became a Trustee with us
here at the Brotherhood. During the
sixties he was active with the Commit-
tee of 100 and the “Spies for Peace”
with the CND. He spent some of his
time -working for the Factory for Peace
as a representative and sales rep, the
idea of worker participation in the run-
ning of a factory being something he
believed in.

As a younger man, he had been a keen
cyclist and walker, having walked the
Lyke Wake Walk and across the Pen-
nines supporting the Ramblers with
access to the countryside. He was a
keen photographer, developing his
own films.

In his later years he spent much of his

~ time with us, coming on a motorcycle,
" or we would collect him from the end
of the road when he travelled by train.
or bus. We shall miss Eric'very much,
particularly his knowledge of the
'‘Peace Movement’ and his many cam-
paign trips to the Continent with
Coventry CND carrying the Coventry
banner.

A memorial service will be held at the
Brotherhood Church in early May; a
date will be publicised later.

Len Gibson, Brotherhood Church,
West Yorkshire, England

Peace News February 1994

P&P Syndicalist Bulletin,
College Farm House,

MiJJ Lane, Wellington, Salop.
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A view of the Anarchist
contribution to the Peace

Movement of the 7960°s

Laurens Otter

SYNDICALIST BULLETIN PAMPHLET NO.2
MAY 71994



Tribute to Eric Harrison

Syndicalist Bulletin learns, with regret, of the death of Eric
Harricon, from a letter from Len Gibson, published in Peace News,
& reproduced at the end of this pamphlet.

Older comrades who were active in and round the Committee of
100 will not need to be told that he was a Coventry (Standards)
shop steward (subsequently convenor) who joined the Committee's
support, serving on the Industrial Sub-Committee of the original
Central Committee & helping form the West Midlands' Committee.

He was part-author of the leaflet that the Industrial sub-com-
mittee wrote & had translated to reach Russian workers, & he was
one of those who went to Leningrad in an attempt to distribute
it; though the Soviet police had evidently been tipped off about
him, & he was prevented from landing. <(He & others sat down on
the ship's gang planks.)

Naturally the establishment & the Media, (always so anxious to
say to opponents of British weaponry, "why don't you go & demon-
strate against Russian Bombs,") did not choose to publish this.

But it is not only the Establishment & its hireling press that
chooses to misrepresent the history of that time.

Peace Activists & the Anarchist Movement -

Recently, in Freedom, Nick Heath (who may fairly be described
as the major theorist of the Anarchist Cozpmunist Federation,)
approvingly quoted Albert Meltzer (sometime editor of Black Flag,
& influential in the DAM,) to the effect that in the early Sixties
the anarchist movement had been hi-jacked by Non-Violent
Resisters & similar Peace Movement activists.

It might be thought a curious form of words. An hi-jack
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implies that a body which is moving, on a pre-dstermined course,
from one place to another, has.been forcibly taken over &

diverted to an entirely different destination. It is hard to
imagine how this is supposed to have happened.

It could be argued that, in the later Sixties, various groups
tried to divert, (for a time successfully,) large sections of both
the anarchist & the Peace Movements into support for Vietnamese
Stalinists; (¢ 1) & presumably by-.some analogy, it could have
been possible to divert sections, of a similarly unstructured
anarchist movement into an illibertarian peace movement.

[ don't know if that is what Nick Heath meant happened, & I
haven't read, the. original allegation by Albert Meltzer:; so I have
no idea if he meant anything or whether this was a normal piece
of meaningless name-calling. from that quarter.

It must be stressed that neither Heath nor Meltzer were around
the anarchist movement at the time. [N.H. was too young, he
became an anarchist later In the Sixtles, when this hi-jacking
had allegedly already bappened; A.M., though he had previously
been an anarchist was not then politically active, — he did at
this perlod publish a small humanist journal, but it had -no pol-
itical content, (for instance the main article in issve no. 2, was
on the problems of Latin America, it made no mention whatsoever
of either capitalism or U.S. Imperialisnm, when reproached for
this lack, all three of Mr Meltzer's co-editors (# 2) Insisted
that he vetoed any discussion of these two topics.)] Neither
then write from personal observation, &.Nick did not cite any
other sources who may have claimed to have witnessed the hi-
Jacking. ' '

Yhat really happened in the Sixties
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The C of 100 arose, at the beginning of the Sixties, out of
discontent within CND & the New Left with the policies of the
leadership of the former, (which was supported by what appeared
as the New Left leadership, the then editor of New Left Review,)
which was totally oriented to the Labour Party's Tribuneite Left,
& rigidly constitutionalist in approach.

I will revert to this point later in this pamphlet, but it
needs to be said now that the Committee was not initially
anarchist; but it was open to anarchist influences, & many people

who supported it at the beginning were already evolving towards
anarchisn. ‘- |

Eric Harrison was one of those; one of those alleged to have
hi-jacked the movement; while this author might fairly be sup-
posed to have been one of the hi-jackers in chief » it is perhaps
incumbent on me to set the record straight.

¥hat was the vehicle that was hi-jacked?

From the time that Lillian Wolfe & Leah Feldmann stopped sell-
ing Freedom at Hyde Park in 1955, until I started in 1957, no one
sold any anarchist paper in Britain, on the streets, or at demos.
Freedom, ever since the war, has always insisted that as it cat-
ers for a wide variety of anarchist currents, it spurns any sin-
gle blueprint for attaining anarchism; & a brief perusal of Free-
dom's contents at that time will cast doubt as to whether it was
then a paper with a clear goal. ' '

Direct Action had ceased publication in 53. Though remnants
of the original Freedom Group survived and insisted that it had
nothing to do with Freedom Press they published nothing. Though
three British addresses appeared in the Industrial Vorker, none
of them replied to letters, (unless sent via Chicago, & then only
to say "write to us in future,” & one of these had actually died.)
The Malatesta Club survived, but nearly all of those who still
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attended disclaimed the description anarchist. The London Anar-
chist Group had discontinued its central London meetings, &
started off-centre ones; not in a laudable attempt at decentral-
1zation, but because none of its established members could be
bothered to meet anyone other than old comrades.

There were a number of small (anarchist & pacifist influenced)
communities still surviving; a number more of anarchist Or anar-
cho-pacifist life-style activists (e.g. "back to the landers";)
there were a few other very small groupings, often revolving
round one particular theorist, which overlapped with anarchism;
for instance a former Hungarian Communist refugee, who had taken
the English name Alfred Reynolds, ran a discussion circle called
The Bridge Club, (the Inspirer was not embarassed;thaf: it was
described by others as "anarchism for public school boys,] with
a Journal callled the London Letter. Besides these there were
quasi-anarchists in both the ILP & CW.

It may surprise younger comrades, used to the fact that a re-
formist group in the Labour Party, now pretends to be the ILP;
that there was until 1973 a party of that name that had a strong
syndicalist wing; perhaps they'd be more surprised to learn that
the largest organization that supported the Spanish Syndicaliste
in the late Thirties was the ILP; that the connectioin went back
further, so that many - possibly most - of the activists of the
pre-VVI Syndicalist Upsurge (Clyde Vorkers Council, Sduth Wales
Hiners' & early Shop Stewards' Movement,) & of the syndicalist
resistance to that war, were members of the ILP,

The official "Marxist" historical myth is that these all left
the ILP to join the infant Communist Party after the war; some no
doubt did, but not by any means as many as the number of Comm-
‘unist industrial activists who after a year or two of bolshevist
bureaucracy moved in the opposite direction. Which is why the
ILP, after unsuccessful attempts to take it over, by both Stalin-
ists & Trots, went on to support the Spanish CNT. Vhy, too, in
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1048, ‘there were negotiations, - though unfortunately abortive, -

to fuse the Anarchist Federation, the ILP & Common Vealth into
an united Libertarian League.

Common Wealth had been founded as a left reformist party dur-
ing the War; basically it had been the remnant of the Popular
Front agitators, after the Stalinists had changed their line; but,
In three splits successive layers of the founding leadership left
at the end of the Var. The party had been left in the hands of
a group whose first direct experience of political activity had
been illegal organization within the armed .forces, & who were not
In consequence over committed to constitutionaliem. These start-
ed to evolve in an anarchist direction & though CW only finally
adopted the anarchist label in the late 60s; it had been commited

to direct action to attain anti-state socialism fpr twenty years
before that.

¥ho were the alleged hi-jackers?

There have always been anarcho-pacifists; there have indeed
been connections between these and Freedom; (the war-time,
Freedom co-editor, John Hewetson's family, as also Lillian Wolfe's
son & family lived in the early Sixties, at Whiteway's Community,
once, though no lbnger, a Tolstoian commune;] but the majority of
these, then as now, have closer links with Peace News than with
the organized pacifist movement. Most exceptions were people
(e.g. Larry Hislam,) who had been active with Freedom, then for
some reason decided to stress their pacifism more & their anar-
chism less, & so moved away politically while remaining on terms
of close personal friendship. Some pacifist communes, like the
Brotherhood Church, had a record of resistance to the state which
any anarchist ought to be proud to emulate.

Nor were these the only traditional links between war resist-
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