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Events

Early September 4'
Arrest the Convoy. In view of the

World Court decision help to
uphold the law by joining Faslane
Peace Camp and Scottish CND in
arresting the next Trident Convoy.
Contact: Scottish CND 0141 423
1222

Monday 2 September
9.00am: Stop The Famborough

Arms Fair. Assemble at end of
Reading Rd adjoining the main
Farnborough Rd (A325). Silent
march to blockade.
Contact: Campaign Against Arms
Trade 0171 281 0297

Wednesday 4 September
7.00pm: London Region CND

Council meeting at Conway Hall,
Red Lion Square WC1 (near
Holborn tube). Speaker: from the
Campaign to Free Vanunu .
Contact: London Region CND 0171
607 2302

Saturday 21 September
10.30am-5.30pm Stop the Arms

Fairs! A one day conference on the
roll arms fairs play in the promotion
of UK weapons sales and what you
can do to close them down. At
Friendsô Meeting House, Eden
Street, Kingston on Thames.
Contact: Kingston Peace
Council/CND 0181 399 2547.

Saturday 28 September
2.30pm -6.30pm World Court

welcoming party at the Battle
Bridge Centre, Battle Bridge Rd,
London NW1 (behind King's Cross
station) for the 4 million signatures
for the Declaration of Public
Conscience coming from The Hague
after a five-nation tour.
Contact: George Farebrother 01323
844269

Saturday 28 September
7.30pm-10.30pm: Vantmu Benefit

Concert at the Camden Centre,
Camden Town Hall, Euston Rd,
London NW1. With Arnold Brown,
Arthur Smith, Mark Steel, Susannah
York, Bruce Kent and others. Tickets
Ã8/Ã4.
Contact: 0171 378 9324

Monday 7 October
7.00pm: Launch of London

Chernobyl Children's Project at
Friendsô Meeting House, Euston Rd,
London NW1 with Elfyn Llwyd MP,
Frank Blackaby and Linda Walker.
Chair: Bruce Kent.
Contact: 0181 533 5838

Sunday 13 October
2.00pm-4.00pm: Towards A

Nuclear-Free World public meeting
with Commander Rob Green (RN
(rtd.) UK Chair, World Court
Project) and Danny Thompson
(Project co-ordinator for Abolition
2000).
Contact: 01372 727462

Regular
Events
First Tuesday of the month

7.30am-9.30am: Vigil outside
AWE Burghfield
Contact: Wokingham Peace Group
01734 341069

First Saturday of the month
Quaker mixed gathering for

peace at Menwith Hill
Contact: Anni 01943 466405

Last weekend of every other month
Sellaýeld Women's Peace Camp,

outside the Visitor's Centre. Dates:
27-29 Sept.
Contact: 34 Byron Street,
Todmorden OL14 5HS. Tel:01706
814404

Constant
Menwith Hill Women's Peace
Camp, Kettlesing Lay-By, A59
Harrogate-Skipton Rd, 7 miles west
of Harrogate.
Contact: Helen 01943 468593

Faslane Peace Camp, A814 near
Shandon, Helensburgh
Contact: 01436 820901

Street Poll
A big thank you to everyone who

took part in the Street Poll over the
summer. We are in the process of
collating the results and will release
them shortly. If you still haven't
sent in the results then please do so
as soon as possible. Send them to:
Tony Myers, 162 Holloway Road,
London N7 8DQ.

Art Exhibition
The fourth national art exhibition

and sale took place earlier this
summer and, as usual, was a roaring
success. Enormous thanks go
mainly to Victor Tesser, the
organiser (pictured), for all his hard
work, and to Betty West, Stuart
Minto and all the volunteers who
helped to staff the Exhibition.

A selection of limited edition
prints, donated by well known
artists is available. Contact Victor
Tesser on 0181 883 4351.

NOTTS. UNISON
SEE 199$
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ñIs the threat or use of nuclear weapons in any circumstances permitted under International Law?ò. The
International Court of Iustice (known as The World Court) answered òNO!ò.

The consequences for the nuclear weapons states are enormous, their legal status is now challenged. The
ruling from The Hague was quite clear that nuclear weapons are illegal, with the only possible exception
being "in an extreme circtunstance of self-defence, in which the very survival of a state would be at stakeò.

The implication is that NATOôs insistence on the first-strike option (to use nuclear weapons first) is now
illegal. Illegal too is the UKôs sub-strategic "deterrence" doctrine, that we have come to know as the Rifkind
Doctrine. This states that in order to keep the UK "deterrence" policy credible we need to possess "the
capability to undertake a more limited nuclear strike in order to induce a political decision to halt
aggression by delivering an unmistakable message of our willingness to defend our vital interests to the
utmost".  S

The court cited the Nuremburg Principles in the body of customary International Law to which it
is now confirmed nuclear weapons are to be subject. All military professionals must now review
their attitude to nuclear weapons, knowing they could be indicted for war crimes.

This is a huge push towards the abolition of all nuclear weapons and a real tribute to those
of the World Court Project who worked so hard to pull us all together to keep the
pressure on delegates from all over the world. It was through their effort that, for the
first time, the court accepted òcitizens' evidence" in support of a case, in this
instance 3.7 million individually signed Declarations of Public Conscience.
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y Myers, Campaigns Worker

"Nuclear arms are illegal, court
rules.ò So ran the headline in the
Daily Telegraph.The decisions of the
International Court of Iustice
effectively outlaws the threat or use
of nuclear weapons. Even in the case
of the only possible loophole left
open, the
Court could
not conclude
definitively
w h e t h e r
n u c l e a r
w e a p o n s
would be
lawful or
tmlawful in an
e x t r e m e
circumstance
of self-
defence. As
Commander
Rob Green, Royal Navy (ret.), the
UK Chair of the World Court
Project, stated: "I could never have
used a nuclear weapon legally."
Indeed, any submarine commander
cannot now order the launching of a
nuclear warhead and neither can a
crew member of that submarine
obey such an order. It also calls into
question the whole of the British
nuclear policy including the Riþdnd
Doctrine concerning the sub-
strategic use of Trident (also known
as Tactical Trident).

Nuclear weapons cannot be
disinvented but they can be
eliminated. The United Nations
Conference on Disarmament should
get immediate negotiations
underway for a global Nuclear
Weapons convention as called for by
the World Court similar to the
Chemical Weapons Convention
already agreed. "

The best summary comes from
Peter Weiss, the Co-President of the
International Association of

OOIOOOOOOOOOOOIOIOOOOOOOOOOOOIOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

Lawyers Against Nuclear Arms, in
his analysis of the decision:

"The decision of the
Intemational Court of Iustice is not
perfect. But it will go down as one
of the most important decisions in
the history of the Court and of the
law of warfare. And it is close to
perfect in that it afýrms that the

threat and use
of nuclear
weapons are
subject to
humanitarian
l a w ,
environmental
law and
human rights
law; that the
threat and use
of nuclear
weapons are
generally
p r o h ib i t e d

under international law, subject to
an extremely narrow and highly
speculative possible exception; that
nuclear deterrence cannot be said to
be sanctioned by law and that there
is a solemn obligation to conduct
and conclude negotiations leading
to the complete abolition of nuclear
weapons - not at some distant date
in the next century, but now, before
the advent of holocaust by inertia.ò

Sounds good to me!

Some of the
decisions of
the Court
V0116 C "A threat or use of
force by means of nuclear weapons
that is contrary to Article 2,
paragraph 4 of the United Nations
Charter and that fails to meet all the
requirements of Article 51 is
unlawful". Passed unanimously.

V0te D "A threat or use of
nuclear weapons should also be
compatible with the requirements of
the international law applicable in
armed conþict, particularly those of
the principles and rules of
international humanitarian law, as
well as speciýc obligations under
treaties and other undertakings
which expressly deal with nuclear
weapons". Passed unanimously.

V0116 E "It follows from the
above-mentioned requirements that
the threat or use of nuclear weapons
would generally be contrary to the
rules of international law applicable
in armed conþict and in particular
the principles and rules of
humanitarian law. However, in
view of the current state of
international law, and of the
elements of fact at its disposal, the
Court cannot conclude deýnitively
whether the threat or use of nuclear
weapons would be lawful or
unlawful in an extreme
circumstance of self-defence, in
which the very survival of a state
would be at stakeò. Passed by 8
votes to 7 (three of the judges voting
against did so because they tooÄôthe
complete illegality view and did not
agree with the possible "extreme
circumstances" exception so, in
effect, the vote for illegality was 10
to 4).

V0126 F "There exists an
obligation to pursue in good faith
and bring to a conclusion
negotiations leading to nuclear
disarmament in all its aspects under
strict and effective international
control". Passed unanimously.

___.----"""7  

General
Election

Although we still do not know
the date of the General Election, we
can certainly prepare for it by
campaigning on a number of issues.
All groups should have received the
General Election Lobby Pack and a
copy of the new Blueprint For A
Nuclear Weapon-Free World. The
Lobby Pack contains all you need to
know about the key issues
involving nuclear weapons as well
as the CND Manifesto that we
recommend for adoption by the
political parties before the General
Election. CND will also be present
at the Labour Party and Liberal
Democrat Party Conferences with a
stall and a fringe meeting at each
venue. _

We still need lobbyists to talk to
the candidates in your
constituencies, so if you would like
to join the nationwide network of

CND Lobbyists please contact
William Peden, 162 Holloway Road,
London N7 8DQ Tel: 0171 700 4524.

Exhibition &
Leaflet

A new leaþet is now available
called "What can nuclear weapons
do for you?" (see Sales Order Form)
in response to requests from groups
for a more general, long-term leaþet
that is not tied to a specific event. As
always, let us know your thoughts
on this, or indeed anything else we
produce. To accompany our
Autumn campaign we are also
producing an eight-sheet Exhibition,
covering the points made on the
leaþet and highlighting the illegality
of Tactical Trident, which should be
available by October.

Abolition
2000

Abolition 2000 emerged from the
1995 Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty Conference where anti-
nuclear activists from around the
world put together an 11-point
statement calling for the conclusion
of negotiations on a treaty by the
year 2000 to eliminate nuclear
weapons. CND was involved from
its inception and is one of the
endorsing organisations. As part of
this commitment we will be
lobbying MP's and centring a lot of
our press work around the new
Blueprint (see order form on page
11). Also available from Holloway
Road are more copies of the
Abolition 2000 ' petition (or
photocopy your original) and copies
of the Abolition 2000 statement.

Whatô happening?
Nukewatch

Your local authority will have
received the updated Ministry of
Defence (MoD) guidelines known
as the Local Authority and
Emergency Service Information
(LAESI). Theoretically, these
guidelines may be better than
before, but could the emergency
services cope with the
consequences of an accident and
how likely are desktop plans to
work in reality? Following the less
than impressive and hugely
expensive warhead convoy exercise
in Northumberland recently,
County Councillors were stmmed
to see that CND and Nukewatch
appeared to know more about the
subject than they did. They decided
to call an open meeting to discuss
the MoDôs report of the exercise,
when it becomes available, in light
of the LAESI guidelines and have
invited Nukewatch to participate.

And remember, the MoD has
only come this far with great
reluctance and as a result of
consistent pressure from the
Nuclear Free Local Authorities and
persistent campaigning from
Nukewatchers everywhere!
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