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Infroduchon

Most people don't understand homosexuality, althou hitis eshmated thaf one
in ten of the population is gay. The Minorities Resourch Group was set up in
1963 — the first organisation of as well as for gay people. < g

Homosexual relationships between consenting men over 21 were illegal until
1967 when a new law was passed in England and Wales. This was extended to
Scotland in 1982 and Northem Irelcmd in 1983 Iromcully the law does not
mention lesbian relotlonshlps |

In spite of the changes in the law, people are still sacked for being homosexual

some suffer physical aﬂacks others are ridiculed b colleagues or neig hbours.
Gay bookshops are raided andin 1 984, pdrhculanK' in London pollce aunched
orchestrated attacks on the gay community. | L

* The media is responsuble for much of the intolerance towards gay people.
Newspaper stories and broadcasts help form and reinforce the biased social -
attitudes that provoke harassment, discrimination and hostility that seems worse
now than at any fime since the gay witch hunts in the 1950s.

Joumahsts shouid remember Clause 10 of the NUJ Code of Condud

“Journalists shall only mention a person'’s race, colour, creed, illegitimacy,
marital status (or lack of it), gender or sexual orientation if this i uiﬁrmahon is
strictly relevant. A journalist shall neither originate nor process material which
encourages discrimination on any of the above-mentioned grounds.”

The NUJ's Lesbian and Gay Group has drawn up  these guudelmes to hel
journalists portray a more sympathetic and accurate picture of gay people in
Britain.




Images of Lesbians and Gay Men

Many journalists seem to have a vague and inaccurate picture of the way gay
men and lesbians lead their lives. They are rarely presented in a positive or even
obijective light. Much reporting is confined to blatant “queer bashing” or
innuendo.

Many pejorative words, phrases and expressions are used, although gay people
do not refer to each other in this way eg poofta, lessie, queer, pansy, bent. Some
descriptions are preceded by others in quotation marks eg “self-confessed”,
“self-admitted”, “peace” women which mislead the reader.

The media continues to reinforce outdated and stereotyped images of women
_ often representing them solely as wives, mothers, homemakers, passive,
sexually submissive and physically weak, servicing the needs of men. Lesbians
are constantly misrepresented and maligned as sexual deviants, “gay girls”,
witches, manhaters, extreme feminists, dressed in butch boots and boiler suits.

ltems like these fail to acknowledge that gay people read newspapers, listen to
the radio and watch television too. As equal members of society, lesbians and

gay men want to be described in terms that do not belittle, trivialise or demean
them: do not encourage discrimination or distortion; do not sensationalise their

activities or put them in a criminal light.

Broadcasting and television produce three particularimages: either homosexual
women and men are omitted entirely from air and viewing times; or they are
discussed as “problems”; or they are ridiculed in one form or another.

Assumptions to avoid

“All gay people — particularly men — are child

molesters and perverts”

This is one of the myths the media keeps dlive. Lesbians and gay men are
attracted to adult lesbians and gay men, not to children. People aftracted to
children are known as paedophiles and most are attracted to children of the
opposite sex.

“"Gay people are dangerous if they work with

children or young people”

Some people believe that lesbians and gay men with responsibility over children

and young people will attempt to convert them. There is no evidence to suggest
that this is the case.

“Gay people make unfit parents”

In the area of child custody and the law, lesbian mothers in particular have been
vulnerable to vicious press coverage. This means they risk losing their children.
In the great maijority of cases of separation or divorce, the legal authorities give
custody of children to the father, usually because of their outdated and
prejudiced attitudes towards lesbians. Yet gay people are just as good parents
as any others.

“"Gay people, especially men, are sick”

In the Middle Ages gay people were burned at the stake because they were
thought to be in league with the devil. And the myth of sickness still remains: that
gay people need medical or psychological help to make them “normal”.

“Gay people are figures of fun”

To be a gay man does not mean feminine; to be a lesbian does not mean butch.
The dungaree-wearing lesbian, the limp-wristed shop assistant, the male
hairdresser, women in ties and so on are stereotypes created by the popular
press and television to raise a laugh. They are also degrading, inaccurate figures

of fun.

“Gay people working in the armed forces are a

security risk”

So long as homosexuality has to be hidden, gay people working in these areas
can be blackmailed and the media exacerbates this situation by its reporting.

“Public funds for gay centres and projects are a

scandalous waste of taxes and ratepayers’ money”

Gay people pay rates too! They tend not to have children but contribute towards

the education budget. They pay for police forces that frequently harass and
abuse them.



Please think twice

When reporting court cases, if itis really necessary to include the case of the man
charged with what is known as “gross indecency” with another man — an
“offence” which goes quite unremarked if it takes place between two people of
the opposite sex. In the gay community these are known as “victimless crimes”;
there is invariably no public complaint; no offence is caused; the police officer,
however, sees this as an opportunity to make an easy arrest.

Publication of names and addresses in these cases almost invariably leads to loss
of employment, and extreme distress to the people involved and their families.

PLEASE ASK YOURSELF: is the dubious news-value of such an item really worth
the risk of your causing such tragedy?

Examples

The news cuttings on pages 5-12 are randomly selected examples of reporting
on homosexuality. Some of these examples perpetuate the myths and rely on
pejorative terms of language and therefore illustrate our argument for getting
rid of biased and discriminatory reporting.

We hope these Guidelines will encourage journalists o defend the Code of
Conduct, particularly Clause 10.

Examples

Daily Mirror Comment

Witch

IN almost every society in
the world, women have been
discriminated against ever

since human life began.

Napoleon said they were only
machines for bearing children. Even
today, the women who reach the top of
their professions are exceptions.

That’s why the last 20 years has seen a
women’s revolt against men who would
consign them to an inferior rank.

That revolt has been
natural and right. Butlike all
revolutions, it ’Eas7t5 exces-

ses which cannot be
defended.

Fools

Those who spell “wimmin” to
climinate “men” from their descrip-
tion arc fools. Those who run
women-only restaurants and hold
women-only demonstrations are as
silly as the men who maintain men-
only clubs.

hunt

Nor does equality for women
mean inequality for men. That
would just substitute one privileged
class for another.

Two London lesbians have
just been sacked from their
jobs as child care workers for
discriminating against boy
pupils.

Victims
One is said to have told a girl of
four she was stupid to be a brides-
maid and would be stupid ever to get
marricd.
She was also accused of telling
children there was no Father Christ-

mas — and then introduced a Mother
Christmas to give presents.

Their defence was that
they were victims of a witch-
hunt. It never seemed to
occur to them that they were
behaving like witches.




Should the council
employ gays?

Public Opinion

A TORY-CONTROLLED council
has decided to crack down on
homosexuals and ban them from
council jobs. So what do people
in Hackney think of the “no gays”
ruling? And do they think Labour-
controlled Hackney council
should follow suit? We went to
find out - and discovered that
anti-gay prejudice is still alive
and kicking. But the gay-bashing
brigade were not so keen to stand
up and be counted: several
became curiously coy when it
came to taking names and photo-
graphs.

SCHOOLGIRL Patricia Brown, 14,
thought the whole idea was “re-
ally bad.” She said: “It doesn’t
make any difference to how you
do your job whether you’re gay or
not. Working for the council
doesn’t involve sex does it?”

FOURTEEN-YEAR-OLD Avril
Straker, of Laburnum Road, said:
“It's people’s qualifications that
count - and that’s all that should
matter. Anyway, it's none of the
employer’s business what people
do in their private life.”

PERRY BEHIC, 29, of
Queensbridge Road, thought the
“no gays” ruling might be a good
idea. “l think it’s right,” she said,
“certainly for teachers, because it
could affect the way they do their
job. But I’'m not sure whether they
should have the same rule here.”

SAID 21-year-old Eltina Taylor of
Haggerton Road: “lI don’t think
it’s right at all. As long as people
do their job that’s what counts.
And being gay’s got nothing to do
with it — there’s plenty of people
who aren’t gay who are no good at
their jobs.”

TEENAGER Michael Ball, 17, of
Dunston Road, said: “l can’t see
anything wrong with being
homosexual. I've got a cousin
who’s gay and it doesn’t bother
him, so | can’t see why it should
bother anyone else — they're all
the same inside.”

NEWSAGENT Dahya Patel, 31, of
Haggerston Road, was all for a
ban on gays. “people shouldn’t
employ them because what they
do is not natural,” he declared. “I
believe it’s an infectious thing
and they’ll start spreading it
around to other people too.”

Hackney Gazette

The Sun

MY LOVE
FOR BOY
GEORGE

By HUGH WHITTOW

GENDER bender Paul Dawson yester-
day revealed his bizarre secret “love” for
Boy George.

He said: “I fell for George in a big, big
way as soon as | saw him and l've
adored him ever since.”

The outrageous transvestite likes to
be called Gemma — although he is now
going straight in cowboy gear.

He and George have been “dating”
since they met in a London club several
months ago.

And they caused a sensation when
Gemma turned up with George at a
Frank Sinatra concert wearing a sexy
black zip-up leotard.



















