the public eye. Star Wars became a public joke when
Reagan tried to make the arms race popular through
depicting the SDI programme in cartoons on the TV.

The Labour. Party has a set of policies which make
economic, political and electoral sense. But the only
way to win elections in the current political environ-
ment now is to campaign on the policies over an ex-
tended period. Support for those policies has to be
fought for, it won’t just happen by accident.

If the Party remains a passive victim rather than an ac-
tive shaper of the political culture in Britain it will

Health workers demonstrating for better pay and
conditions. Why should they have to?

Yes, I want to join CND. Membership rates:
Household £12 [ Waged £9 [ Unwaged/Student/
Pensioner £3 [ Youth (under 22) £2 []

[ also want to stay informed. Please send me Sanity CND’s
monthly magazine £10.50 Standard [
£8.00 Unwaged/Student/Senior Citizen [

[ also enclose a donation of £

Kinnock-Sun4thJuly 1988 NHS Rally - London
‘If you choose to buy a new generation of
nuclear weapons, of course there is less money

for health.’
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Address

Postcode

Please make cheques or postal orders payable to CND and

return with completed form to:
Alison Williams, CND, 22-24 Underwood St, London N1 7]JG

stay in the wilderness regardless of what its policies
are. People can change their minds in favour of
nuclear disarmament if the arguments are put to them
clearly and consistently. If the Party campaigns on its
policies it is on to a winner.

DEFENCE EXPENDITURE AS
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HEALTH EXPENDITURE AS A
PERCENTAGE OF GNP (1985)

USA 10.5
West Germany 9.2
France 8.6
Netherlands 8.5
Ireland i
Switzerland 7.3
Denmark 7.0
Finland 6.9
[taly 6.9
Austria 6.7
Norway 6.6
Belgium 6.6
United Kingdom 5.9
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‘As our society is steadily asset-stripped to pay for
nuclear defence, the idea that we need it to ward off
imminent Soviet invasion begins to look less and less
credible. The INF deal between the US and the USSR
put the writing on the wall for nuclear weapons in
Britain’ - Ron Todd, General Secretary of the
T&GWU, message of support to TUCND’s AGM 1988.

Last year’s Labour Party conference reaffirmed Lab-
our’s commitment to ‘the unilateral removal of all
nuclear weapons and bases from British soil’.

But the vote was close, and attempts are clearly being

made to tone down the Party’s disarmament policies
- especially unilateralism, that is the unconditional
removal of those nuclear weapons and bases.

With its firm opposition to the nuclear arms race, the
labour movement has had a key role to play in making
Labour’s policy. Now that policy is being reconsid-
ered as part of the Labour Party Review, it is essential
to keep up the pressure - to make sure the voices of
Party members and trade unionists are heard.

The successful negotiation of the INF treaty, and the
possibility now of ‘deep cuts’ in long-range missiles,
have shown what can be done. For the first time, a
whole type of weapons is to go - would this have
come about without the pressure of the international
peace movement, in which Britain’s labour move-
ment plays such an important part?













