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Women
Only

óKaraoke and Disco
Friday, 7th May 1993 from 7.30-11.30 pm

so
.19 Winchester Road, NW3

Nearest tube: Swiss Cottage (Jubilee line)
Buses: 31, 13, 113, 82, C11, C12, 268

so
Bar
so

Creche
so

Fully Accessible
so

Ã3.50/Ã2.50 unwaged

CAP Local Groups Meeting

Saturday, May 8th 12-5 pm

If you are, or would like to be, active in your local area, please join us at this meeting. We will be
discussing how to co-ordinate our actions, what our campaigning priorities should be, as well as
exchanging ideas, advice and experience. There will also be new resource sheets available with
advice on how to complain (and who tol), how to get a local group off the ground, actions you

could take, and what support and resources the CAP office can give you.

There will be a pooled fare, so donôt let the distance put you off, however far you are from London!

The event will be held at London Womenôs Centre. Please let us know youôre coming.
If you would like to come to the karaoke and disco listed above, we can put you up at a friendly

feministôs place, free of charge, on Friday night.
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Campaign Against Pornography

Inside:
Angry Women

Report on Petrol Stations
Lies about Porn and Feminism

Fle-CAP: Censorship ð An Analysis
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Direct Action in West Yorkshire 1979-1985 ñFightback!ò
This issue, We publish the text of

Dusty Rhodesô speech at the November
CAP event ñThe International Sex
Industry: Women Fight Backò.

My talk tonight is not about the
powerlessness of women. It is about the
strength of women and their continual
struggle against those men who commit
terrible crimes against them. It is a tribute
to the thousands of women who have
fought back and who are today fighting
back against all forms of male violence.

My talk is a particular tribute to a
group called ñAngry Womenò who waged
an arson campaign against the
pomographers in the Leeds and West
Yorkshire area for six years.

But some general background first.
The years between 1970 to 1986 were

a very active political period for feminists
in England and indeed in many other parts
of the world. Male violence became the
focus for many feminists and they demon-
strated their outrage in different ways.

In India, women protested at the
widespread use of sexist advertisements
and led a militant campaign in which they
dismantled and burnt the hoardings dis-
playing the sexist advertisements; they
also campaigned about the increase in
imports" of pomography. _.

The Preying Mantis Womenôs Bri-
gade, an American group, led many vigo-
rous campaigns against pornography. A
particular target was Hustler, a porno-
graphic magazine which regularly
featured women being mutilated, beaten
and abused. In 1978 one particular issue
included a so-called ñjokeò by Larry Flynt
about Cindy Lee Hudspeth, one of thirty
women murdered by Kenneth Bianchi,
commonly referred to a the Hillside
Strangler. Flynt was quoted as saying that
ñYou gotta treat óem rough. After
knocking off a couple of bimbos the
Hillsider likes to kick back and relax with
Dewars Lite Labelò. Shops selling the
magazine were picketed and stocks raided
and bumt by women activists.

In Germany, a womenô s group called
Red Zora firebombed numerous sex cine-
mas and sex shops.

In England the issue of male violence
galvanised many women into action.
Womenôs Aid Federation had already set
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up a network of refuges and Rape Crisis
Centres were opening in many commu-
nities.

In the mid-1970ôs, radical and revo-
lutionary feminists were presenting us
with an analysis of male violence which
was to generate many a heated discussion.
This was a period of listening and learning
for many women who were later to
become activists.

Between 1980 and 1982 there were 4
major national conferences in England,
which reþected the growing awareness
around different aspects of male violence.

The Sexual Violence Against Women
conference was held in Leeds in 1980. in
a city where Peter Sutcliffe had brutally
murdered thirteen women over a five year
period and where women lived in an
atmosphere of fear. A march through
Leeds city centre protested at the total
incompetence of the police and demanded
serious action to catch this serial killer of
women.

The campaigning group Women
Against Violence Against Women
(WAVAW) grew out of this conference,
regional groups grew up around the coun-
try, organising and supporting many
different actions. 1.000 women attended
WAVAWôs first national conference in
London in 1981.

The Male Power and Sexual Abuse
of Girls conference held in Manchester in
1982 enabled many women and girls to
break the silence around sexual abuse by
setting up incest survivorsô groups around
the country.

The first national anti-pornography
conference was held in Oxford 1982.

There were major changes in the pom
industry itself. This period not only
marked an expansion of the sex industry
in general, but also marked an increase in
the demand for particular types of
pornography, which included child
pornography, sado-masochism, bondage,
mutilation and racist portrayals. Abuse of
use of power was the order of the day, not
just nudity.

There was also an increase in mail-
order porn, which far exceeds that sold in
sex shops, and there is little control over
its distribution.

In the late l960ôs there were some 12
sex shops in England: one in Chesterfield,

the rest in Soho. By 1981 that number had
grown to 143, with shops in most major
towns and cities.

In this changing climate came a new
form of entertainment which swept the
UK in 1981, namely videos.

In the city of Leeds. twenty video
shops opened in a six month period. Leeds
WAVAW was alarmed at the type of
videos being promoted for hire. Many
were coined ñvideo nastiesò because of
the horrific scenes of physical and sexual
violence, sadism. mutilation and
cannibalism and unsurprisingly, women
feature in the majority of these videos.

One video shop, less than a mile away
from one of the brutal murders by Peter
Sutcliffe, was opened with the promotion
of a video called SS Experiment Camp.
The whole shop front was adorned with
posters showing a naked woman strung
upside down to a pole, feet bound, her
body lacerated and bleeding, and large
proýle of a Nazi in the background.

A local woman was so appalled that
she complained to the police and
demanded that they invoke the Indecent
Displays Act; the police response was to
do nothing.

Mainstream films too, were showing
more explicit scenes of physical and
sexual violence. Demonstrations were
held around the country against ýlms such
as The Shining, Dressed to Kill and The
Texas Chainsaw Massacre. Groups of
women disrupted film shows and threw
paint and other pungent substances at the
screen.

Leeds WAVAW launched a
campaign to stop the hiring of such videos,
and when in I982 the video Snuff was
being promoted, the campaign won much
public support; it was able to organise
pickets of video and sex shops ands-
collected a petition of 15,000 signatures
during one week -ð the demand was
simple: ñto ban the distribution of Snujfô.

WAVAW invited the local press and
TV to view video nasties and the Snuþñ
video; they agreed and their response was
one of shock, and they led their own media
campaign which included demands for a
ban on some and a call for a system of
control. For example, at that time, an
eleven year old boy could hire any video,
because there was no control.
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At the same time as these perfectly
legal acts of protest were happening, an
anonymous group had already committed
5 arson attacks against sex shops in the
region.

This period of direct action was in
fact an arson campaign which started in
the West Yorkshire area in 1979 and
which was to continue for the next six
years.

The group was called ñAngry Wo-
menò. Their actions had echoes ofa period
of resistance and militancy by some
suffragettes who, in 1912, frustrated at the
lack of progress to win the vote, began an
arson campaign. It became one of the most
frequently used weapons by the Womenôs
Social and Political Union to press their
case for votes for women.

During those 5 years, there were some
25 arson attacks on sex and video shops;
8 shops were completely destroyed in the
Leeds area and surrounding towns of
Bradford, Halifax and Huddersýeld. And
an estimated half a million pounds worth
of damage was caused, according to an
interview which appeared in Ourwrite in
December 1988.

Headlines in the Yorkshire Evening
Post, such as ñGlad to see it goneiò, ñSex
shop attack Ã1,000 rewardò, ñArson
attacks at video shopsò were a regular
feature.

The Chapeltown sex shop was
attacked three times by Angry Women.
Two attacks during two nights and the
shop was a burnt-out shell, even through
they rebuilt it. It was a favourite target,
probably because it was owned by David
Sullivan, owner of the largest chain of sex
shops in the UK.

Sullivan was to face a vigorous cam-
paign from the community in the Chapel-
town area and the ruling Labour group
who opposed his attempt to secure a
licence for the sex shop under new
legislation.

But no members of Angry Women
were ever caught, although in 1983 the
police did arrest and charge Connie
OôDonovan, a lesbian activist, with con-
spiracy to cause criminal damage.
Someone had stolen her car and driven it
through a sex cinema in Leeds.

She was kept in custody for nearly
three days and denied access to her soli-
citor. This was a very dangerous situation
for Connie because it was clear that the
police had failed to arrest any women in
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four years, conspiracy charges are noto-
riously difficult to contest and often result
in innocent people being jailed. However,
a well-organised Defence Campaign was
set up, experienced criminal counsel hired
and great support from Leeds women and
many other around the country.

The case was thrown out of the
Crown Court and Connie walked free.

The feminist newspaper, Outwrite,
which had fully supported Angry
Womenôs actions, published an exclusive
interview in their last issue in December
1988 with one member of the group, thus
providing us with some interesting
information about them.

In the interview, the member of
Angry Women was asked what planning
was involved. The response was this:

ñOur principal concem was that there
should be nobody on the premises that
were going to be attacked. We took great
precautions to assure ourselves of this; we
watched buildings, sometimes as long as
three months, to establish patterns of
comings and goings, to see if the curtains
had been moved and if there was anybody
on the premises at night.ò

Asked how they selected their targets,
the reply was:

ñWe made it our business to know
who the pomographers were, and that was
easy because pomographers like to brag
about their activity and you could read
about them in the News of the World. We
knew who owned what, their retail outlets
and so on and we had done extensive
surveys of Leeds and surrounding areas
to map the locations of sex shops and
video shops selling pom.ò

There was some police harassment of
feminists and lesbian activists at the time,
but it was limited to just a few women
being questioned. The police did arrive at
one feminist household with a search
warrant and did remove some very curious
objects, but the event was enough to cause
concern, particularly for the lesbian com-
munity. However WAVAW took respon-
sibility in providing women with infor-
mation about what to do in the event of
police visits; this proved fairly successful,
as everywoman managed to keep them on
the doorstep.

Finally, I want to talk about the last
big organised action by Leeds women. At
the local Polytechnic, a third year art
exhibition called ñFireworksò was being
promoted; ironically, its name was much

more in tune with the direct action taken
against it.

The display contained five sculptures
which portrayed gross acts of violence
against women ðð one sculpture showed
the bloodied remains of a woman violently
murdered and dissected, her head, breast
and hand wrapped in clingfilm and
squashed into a fridge with rotting food.
The second showed a woman laid on her
back, hands bound above her head, open
legs revealed mutilated genitals. Four
stakes with shredded porn magazines
attached at one end were pierced through
her breasts and stomach. Gashes and claw
marks covered her bloodied body. The
others were just as horrific.

The response and action was imme-
diate and simple. A group of eight women
broke into the gallery during the day and,
armed with hammers and piping, they
smashed and destroyed the ýve sculptures.

Unfortunately, 5 women were
arrested and charged with criminal
damaged.

Of course there was uproar from the
art establishment --- the exhibition had
been misinterpreted; this was art and it
was sacrosanct.

The Leeds Women Defence
campaign went into action once again, and
another lengthy trial in the Crown Court
ended with the Judge condemning the
exhibition, ýnding the women guilty; they
were fined, and some bound to keep the
peace.

But the action revealed some inter-
esting facts. Eight women students in the
Fine Arts department were appealing
against their poor degrees results, which
they considered as unjust. All 8 students
had refused the sexual advances made by
male lecturers; there were further alle-
gations of racism and mismanagement.

There has not been enough time to
talk about the many other actions ð but
letôs say that criminal damage was a
popular activity for many Leeds activists.
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SO
CAP would like to stress that we do

not advocate illegal action. However it
is important for us to know the back-
ground of the anti-porn movement in
the UK, because womenôs campaigns
and action are usually written out of
history. We refer readers to our edi-
torial policy on the inside back cover.
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