from the Trident programme and so unions, such as
the AEEU, were persuaded to support the pro-
gramme politically. The jobs didn’t accrue and the
reality is that the jobs currently devoted to the ser-
vice facilities for Trident would be redeployed if a
coherent defence policy were adopted instead of
one based on nuclear weapons.

It is also clear now that both the public sector and
manufacturing is in deep crisis for the lack of gov-
ernment support, which makes the arguments 1n

favour of continuing with nuclear weapons on the
basis of jobs less than credible.

In 2003 a number of unions affiliated to the labour
party, acting against their own policy, voted down

“a proposal that nuclear disarmament should be put

on the table for discussion. But the government’s
defence and foreign policies have now been dis-
credited to a point where i1t would be ditficult to
brush such a move under the carpet or to present a
credible case for such a move at a union executive.

The wreck of the Kursk in dry-dock. The type of Torpedo it car-
ried used Hydrogen Peroxide as fuel. This is so volatile it can
explode if the torpedo is hit or dropped. Britain uses the same
type of fuel in some of the heavy torpedoes in her navy and runs
similar risks as the Russian navy

This photo was taken in the Sudan in 1994 by Kevin Carter. It
is of a little boy crawling to reach a UN feeding station,
about a kilometre from where this was taken, and a vulture
waiting to eat him. The photo won the 1994 Pulitzer Prize but
what he had witnessed so affected the journalist he killed
himself 3 months latter.

About 1 billion people in the world today live in absolute
poverty. The bulk of this is a direct result of armed conflicts.
A foreign policy based on nuclear weapons and built on bul-
lying and the threat of military action has an end result in the
destruction of lives and livelihoods, even where British troops
aren’t present.

Mr Carter left the Sudan just after the photo was taken. No
one knows what came of the little boy

Britain has the option now—continue with a policy based on
insanely dangerous and costly nuclear weapons or look for a
different way of gaining prestige and respect in the world

MAKE SURE YOUR
BRANCH IS
AFFILIATED TO
TUCPND

The Trade Union Campaign for Peace and
Nuclear Disarmament, formally TUCND,
was formed in 1980 originally as the trade
union section of CND. It became a separate
independent organisation in 2000.
TUCPND depend exclusively on TU affilia-
tions for its funding. We have a wide range
of national union’s branches and trades
councils affiliated and campaign through
and with trade union organisations.
Nuclear Weapons are not 1solated from the
rest of government policy and are an inte-
gral part of defence and foreign policy 1s-
sues. The reasons for opposing them are
economic and political as well as moral.
TUCPND is a general peace campaigning
organisation.

For information on affiliating your union
branch contact

TUCPND

6 — 8 Church St
Church

Lancs

BBS 4LF

tuworks @btinternet.com
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BRING THE POLITICS OF THE BULLY
TO AN END. DON'T LET OUR GOVERN

TRADE UNION
CAMPAIGN FOR PEACE AND
NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT

FORMERLY TUCND
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