Tears and freedom songs as

Muhammad wins right to stay

By ISOLDA McNEILL

FREEDOM songs echoed round
the Strand in London yesterday
as Muhammad Idrish won his
four-year battle. against deporta-
tion.

. Trade wunionists and sup-
porters gathered outside the
Immigration Appeal Tribunal at
Thanet House embraced, sang
and cheered when his victory
was announced.

The victory was the climax of
the first national campaign by a
trade union against the immi-
gration laws.

Muhammad Idirsh, a social
worker from Handsworth in
Birmingham, was backed by a
vigorous campaign mounted by
his union the National Asso-

ciation of Local Government
Officers.

NALGO held national demon-
strations twice in Birmingham
and in London in the battle to
prevent the deportation.

Immigration Appeal Chairman
Professor David Jackson said
that Mr. Idrish’s proven com-

mitment to the community in

which he works outweighed any

public interest which might be
served by his deportation.

Sid Platt, Chair of the West
Midlands TUC, hailed the victory
as demonstrating the importance
of campaigning through the trade
union movement at all levels.

As Mr, Idrish and his sup-
porters, including a coachload
from Birmingham, celebrated at
NALGO headquarters, NALGO
general secretary John Daly
commented: “We are delighted.

“We feel it is a vindication of
the four-year campaign we have
waged on his behalf, It is a
blow against the racist bias in
the immigration laws.”

Mr. Daly pledged the union’s
continuing support to other
NALGO members facing depor-
tation.

Having won his appeal against
deportation. Mr, Idrish is now
taking legal advice through his
union on his application to the
Home Office for indefinite leave
to stay in Britain,
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Thus marking the turning point in a long campaign fighting the deportation of Muhammad Idrish.

Two members of the Campaign look at deportations in detail and explain why it is an issue that
must be taken up by trade unionists and socialists.

They set out practical guidelines for those wishing to get involved in anti-deportation campaigns,
and include a case study of the Muhammad Idrish Defence Campaign.

ISBN No. 0 948701 00 5

October, 1985.

TURC PUBLISHING is a new radical publishing house. Qur aim is to
provide a cheap and readable means of getting the views of trade
unionists, community campaigns and radical research across to a
wider audience.

For more information please contact TURC Publishing, 7 Frederick
Street, Birmingham Bl 3HE.

PRINTED BY SEINA TEL: 021 236 3380




It’s your
cause too!

How and why trade unionists should support
Anti-Deportation Campaigns

Text: Nik James & Adeyemi
Cover Photo: Guardian. 9 November 1984.
Cartoons: Ken Olende

Acknowledgements: TURC would like to thank the many people who
provided information for this booklet; in particular to the members of the
Muhammad ldrish Defence Campaign.

We would also like to acknowledge the financial support of the West Midlands
County Council Race Relations Committee.

ISBN No. 0 948701 00 5 October 1985.
Published by Printed by

TURC Publishing TURC Print

7 Frederick Street 7 Frederick Street
Birmingham B1 3HE Birmingham B1 3HE

Tel: 021-236 8323 Tel: 021-236 3380



CONTENTS

PAGE
INTRODUCTION 1
DEPORTATIONS 1

What is deportation ? Who is deported ?
How many people are deported ? Why

is a person deported ? The net closes in:
the history of deportation law. What
right of appeal does a person threatened
with deportation have ? Removals. How
is a person deported ? Some cases. How
did we get into this state ? Are these
laws necessary ? The effects on the black
communities.

WHY IS DEPORTATION A TRADE UNION ISSUE ? 10

The advantages of anti-deportation
campaigns. What have unions done ?

CAMPAIGN CHECKLISTS 12

Why a campaign ? Why autonomous
campaigns supporting individuals facing
deportation ? Is a campaign the best step ?
What type of campaign ? Guidelines to
organising a campaign. Support. Union
Support. Resolutions. Meetings. Publicity.
Fundraising. Contacts. Widening the
campaign. Further information.

CASE STUDY: THE MUHAMMAD IDRISH DEFENCE CAMPAIGN 17

Introduction. Background. Legal process.
Action by the Campaign. Interview with
Muhammad Idrish. Widening the Campaign.










































