
Tears and freedom songs as
Muhammad wins right to stay

By ISOLDA McNElLL
FREEDOM songs echoed round
the Strand in London yesterday
as Muhammad Idrish won his
four-year battle. against deporta-
tion.
. Trade unionists and sup-
porters gathered outside the
Immigration Appeal Tribunal at
Thanet House embraced, sang
and cheered when his victory
was announced.

The victory was the climax of
the ýrst national campaign by a
trade union against the immi-
gration laws.

Muhammad Idirsh. a social
worker from Handsworth -in
Birmingham, was backed by a
vigorous campaign mounted by
his union the National Asso-
ciation of Local Government
Officers.

NALGO held national demon-
strations twioe in Blrrnin ham
and in London ln the battle to
prevent the deportation.

Immigration Appeal Chairman
Professor David Iackson said
that Mr. Idrishôs proven com-

mitment to the community in
which he works outiweighed any
public interest which might be
served by his deportation.

Sid Platt, Chair of the West
Midlands TUC, hailed the victory
as demonstrating the importance
of campaigning through the trade
union movement at all leve-ls.

As Mr. Idrish and his sup-
-porters. including a coachload
from Birmingham, celebrated at
NALGO headquarters, NALGO
general secretary lohn Daly
commented: ñWe are delighted.

ñWe feel it is a vindication of
ithe tour-year campaign we have
waged on his óbehalf. It is a
Iblow against the racist -bias in
the -immigration laws."

Mr. Daly pledged -the union's
continuing support to other
NALGO members -facing depor-
tation.

Having -won his appeal against
deportation. Mr. Idrish is now
taking legal advice through his
union on his application to the
Home Oýice for indeýnite leave
to stay in Britain.
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Thus marking the turning point in a long campaign fighting the deportation of Muhammad Idrish.

Two members of the Campaign look at deportations in detail and explain why it is an issue that
must be taken up by trade unionists and socialists.

They set out practical guidelines for those wishing to get involved in anti-deportation campaigns,
and include a case study of the Muhammad ldrish Defence Campaign.
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INTRODUCTION
Britain is a racist society.

One of the effects of this has been the passing of
immigration laws to exclude black people. Black
immigration has therefore been almost halted. But
tightening up of the law in recent years has put
pressure on those already living in Britain, with 3,000
people under threat of deportation or removal from
this country each year.

Our racist immigration laws allow the surveillance
of black people to search out and expel ñoffendersò
whose visas may merely have expired. This has led to
passport raids on homes and workplaces, and checks
by DHSS, Housing and other officialsðthe vast
majority being completely innocent of any offence.
Those whose papers are not in order are deported,
many of whom may have married and settled in Britain.

Others may have been convicted of minor
offences and then deported.

The laws attack the rights of working people-
wealthy people are free to enter Britain.

The laws that allow such harassment of black
people must be opposed and repealed, and it will take
the united strength of the Labour movement to
succeed.

Growing oppositionto our ferocious immigration
laws has seen the emergence of many anti-deportation
campaigns.

The purpose of this booklet is to provide a useful
guide for trade unionists looking for a practical way
of challenging the racism in our society by getting
involved in anti-deportation campaigns.

DEPORTATIONS

Ayse Korkunal with her family. Ayse and her daughter have now been
deported. Her two sons are British citizens and remain in Britain.
(Guardian 1 7 February 1984) i

What is deportation ?

It is the expulsion of a person who has been living
in Britain. It is conducted by the Home Office as part
of its function of immigration control.

It applies only to those people who have entered
this country lawfully. Those who have entered illegally
are ñremovedò, which amounts to the same as deport-
ation except that there is no right of appeal until after
the person has left this country.

Who is deported ? i

The Home Office has wide powers to deport
many people. Those exempt are:-

a) UK citizens
b) Patrials i.e. those who have a parent or grand-

parent who was born in the United Kingdom.
c) Commonwealth and Irish citizens who have been

ñordinarily residentò in the UK since before
1973.

Because only non-patrial Commonwealth citizens
can be deported, deportation law mainly affects black
people.

Deportation figures of 1982 can show this:-

Nigeria 3 3 2
Ghana 29 1
Pakistan l 49
India l 38
Australia 9
Canada 7
South Africa 5

(Hansard. 29th November 1983)

How many people are deported ó?

The only figures available are those produced by
the Home Office, which publish quarterly statistics of
deportation orders made and orders actually enforced.

There is a big difference between the numbers of
orders made and orders enforced, not because of
successful campaigns (yet) nor because of the benevol-
ence of the Home Office, but because of the large
numbers who leave VOLUNTARILY under threat of
deportation, harassed by the police and immigration
officers, with little legal recourse-often deprived of a
job, welfare benefits, accommodation and, even, their
freedom.

Also several hundred people have been recom-
mended for deportation by a court but an order is
not made.

There is also provision for young and first
offenders to have a ñsupervised departure, with a pro-
hibition on re-entryò as an alternative to deportation.

Using Home Office figures alone, over 20,000
people have been threatened with deportation in the
last ten years. The vast majority of deportation orders
have been issued since the Conservatives came to
power, as the graph overleaf shows, despite Home
Office assurances that there has been no substantial
increase.

Widening of the scope of ñillegal entrantò has
also led to over 5000 people being ñremovedò from
Britain in the last ten years. These are not included in
the graph. I


























