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D][ ARY 3 . ‘ ¥ ,/L/’ MARCH
Ny /(_, 3rd Countrywide meeting of Stop the City. 10am start.

0o Old Ambulance Station, 306 Old Kent Road,
b W London SEIl. No access or creche details.

L o PTC .
~ =~ 10th Meetingin London for(people to share experiences of

.If you are organising a PTC event that you would like
included in this section, please send brief details to the

Editor in time for the appropriate edition. (12th April
for the May/June issue.)

Please indicate which facilities are available for people
with special needs, e.g. wheelchair access (including access
to toilets), signing and/or lip-speaking for the deaf

and hard-of-hearing, induction loop system, braille and/or
tape facilities for people who are blind or partially sighted
or who cannot read. It only takes a couple of minutes to
check these details, and can save a lot of frustration for
people who need to know.

_Please also mention whether a creche is provided, or
whether children are welcome to the event.

being in court. I 1am to4pm St Pancras Church Hall,
Lancing Street (just east of Euston station). Please
bring packed lunch. Ground floor. No other access

details. No creche.

21st Canterbury CND, at Friends Meeting House, 8pm

(No other information supplied, please contact
Gerald Drewett)

22nd Local events all round the country to
publicise Stop the City.

29th Stop the City -see page 6.
APRIL

6th First day of the tax year. Our customary vigil in
Whitehall. See page 6 for details.

12th Deadline for material for the next Newsletter!
28th PTC AGM and Conference. See page 6 for details.

BITS AND PEACES

MONEY, MONEY, MONEY....

Just a reminder to any of you who intended to reply to the
appeal enclosed with the last newsletter, but who haven't
quite got round to it. If you can help swell our funds. by
however much you can afford, we can do more to push our
campaign forward.

As an example of how the funds flowed last year, donations
from individuals in 1983 totalled just over £9,000.
Contributions by standing order came to just over £11,500.
We spent over £2,000 printing posters and leaflets, nearly
£6,000 producing the newsletter, and over £2,000 on
advertising in the press. We could easily use double those
figures this year. Please help if you can.

RATES RESPONSE

Eleanor Tew's letter in the last newsletter brought some
interesting responses from Committee members. It

was decided not to take on the issue of rates spending on
civil defence planning as a Campaign issue, but to suggest
that local supporters might like to write to their Councillor
and to the local paper asking how much is being spent on
local preparations for war, and whether their rates are
being used in this way. Imaginative campaigns might result
in each area.

Published by the PEACE TAX CAMPAIGN, 26 Thurlow Road, Leicester LE2 1YE, on the first days of January, March, May, July,

September and November.

STICKERS

What do Campaign supporters think of a PTC envelope
re-use label, or sheets of round stickers (like the

"Don't spend it on bombs” ones mentioned in the

Noveinber/December issue of the newsletter)? Our
secretaries have asked whether you would like either of
these items added to our list of publicity materials. If there
is sufficient demand for these we shall go ahead and
produce them.

TAX DIRECTION GOOD FOR BUSINESS

Mary and Peter Brown, the potters from Dursley in
Gloucestershire, have reported an unexpected rise in sales
because of the auction which followed distraint on their
goods. So, tax direction not only does your conscience good
- it's good for business too!

PEACE THROUGH PARLIAMENT

We have received a leaflet from a fairly new group called
‘Peace Through Parliament’. The group was formed to
encourage individuals to go and see their MPs.

The leaflet gives a lot of encouraging information about
visiting MPs to talk about peace, and the group has also
produced discussion sheets.

Information from: Peace Through Parliament,
Southbank House, Black Prince Road, London SE1 7SJ.

SOeE>
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morally acceptable uses. Through the establishment of a

Peace-building Fund, into which the equivalent of their

compulsory contributions to military expenditure

would be paid, such people would be funding with their
taxes positive efforts for non-military peacemaking.
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government to introduce legislation which would allow
any individual who objects to paying for war or military
preparations on the grounds of conscience or profound
conviction to have their contribution legally redirected to
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FROM THE EDITOR 15,000 POTENTIAL
This edition of the newsletter will make a start at SUPP@RTERS

examining the legal side of our campaign, exploring some : N
of the points at which campaigners come face-to-face with Will you help:

the law and the law-makers. Petition type forms sent out in previous Newsletters have
: , : : now returned to us about 15,000 signatures of support. We
This country’s legal system is one of the least accessible 8 PP
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THE LAW OF THE LAND

Bruce Kent also
CANA (Clergy

D& &
says ‘yes’! But thos

' € clergy f
against Nuclear Arms) whgg hrzi)\?;

Jegally have their con

Whalil il for the result of Frie e e Wi
thought of having to read all the relevant case law, legal have been collected rather casuall); It would add £22.000 Over 15.000 have expressed e SUppOTLErs of the campaign. Sufferings’ attempt to test immorall]la ers. Meeting for
briefings, etc. Laws are worded in such a way that they are to our annual expenses, and perhai)s not bring in . so far: about 6.000 are positiV formed without their Peace Testimony. aw rather than break
difficult for those without training to understand. To many corresponding support i)r finance. Just to send them all been changed or a new one Ob en expressed PAYE is .
of us it seems that the law is a maze. Foafion bai T a i L s | No law has .+ b status quo having be oW S @ sad case of the individual's right {

join our mailing list could cost dissatisfaction with the 33 supporters of the PT responsibility in paying his or h ght to personal
I do not believe that it needs to be so. The laws are there for over £3.,000. in a positive manner. SO:1 ﬂf)npNOW to show such on grounds of administrative c:oer tax-es being taken away
us, not we for them. We can push fora more accessible legal Should we ignore this list of potential supporters? We think oroup together as i Dire;mh the judiciary and the number of small firms are holdi?]vemence' Fortunately a
system. One step in that direction 1s for those who have not. Instead we have decided to “test the waters” by writing conscientious objection to > percentage of income tax employees’ tax. Unfortunately g l9g7a31 i)\rop_ortion of their
experience of handling legal situations to share their to a sample 1,000, asking if they wish to receive the Government. BY Wlthf)l.dm}:r between 4% an 20% for ; employers to pay the tax to the Coll A snucn
experience with others. That is what this. and the next newsletter and become active supporters (or perhaps just to (13.8% of 579 for pacifists (i\aﬂi few have caused a lot O Inlqnd Revenue. Those who pay in O Taxes of the
edition of the newsletter will try to do. What has been your keep in touch with an annual report),asking will they meet nuclear protestors) these g4 der they control us. subject to a much looser form of zvmfjor.nse tax direct are
experience? In court: through correspondence; in personal the cost at £3 (£1) per year. irouble for those who consl embezzled of of the Taxes Management Act 197 T;' FEIAR NN (2)
meetings? If you would like to share an account of your i ik : oli i have had diversionary Chequesthe Vo o . L'his states:-
experience with others, please send it to me by April 12th. qu.hope will be that response to this is sufficient to justify qo far 43 ha onverted. quite openly. bY\40 000. Although fp~—~—~—"""
How do we change the law? If you have ideas or advice writing to a further 1,000, and so on through the present fraudulently € ount is NOW well over £40, h. h——, ¢ BLaes g did
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Wishing you love and strength. of a few supporters. Who is willing to write out about 100 ?ocr(ii)inue ‘o be diverted and YQS;ZM after year and on the prem

et T : se may require.
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WE REPEATED OUR REQUEST IN JANUARY. As this
goes to press we have still received only 23 replies. Less
than 100 of you have bought the pamphlet. This was to be
a most important exercise. From the office we can only
guide and assist. The work of the campaign is up to all of
you. Have you asked your M.P. yet?

-

TECHNOLOGY MINISTER LEARNS ABOUT PEACE
TAX CAMPAIGN.

On Friday 27th January I met our M.P.. Kenneth Baker.
to discuss Stanley Keeble's Submission to the Council of
Europe on the Peace Tax Campaign. Rather to my surprise
we had a friendly and worthwhile discussion. He didn’t as
I had feared simply talk me down! In fact he is obviously
much too busy to have had time for a careful read of the
Submission I had sent him and had quite the wrong idea of
what the Campaign is all about.

His first objection to the Campaign was based on a
complete misconception. He thought we were asking to
withold the defence share of our income tax and said that
if our aim was realised numerous people would claim to be
pacifists in order to get out of paying some tax. I reassured
him that we were only seeking to divert that part of our tax
into a Government administered peace-building fund:
there was no question of us trying to pay less tax.

That objection quoshed. he immediately produced the
standard government line that other groups would follow
the trail blazed by the Peace Tax Campaign and refuse to

¥ M.P. and
the Council

e LAW!' NN AN
Stanley Keeble.

P.S. Did you dislike the jargon over my signature in my
last paragraph in January issue? So did 1. "His or Her”

repeated five times in a paragraph was not from my pen.
S.W.K.

pay taxes towards all sorts of Government expenditure of
which they disapproved. I suggested the Peace Tax claim
could be made exclusive by adding to the legislation a rider
saying that diversion of taxes was only allowable if the
potential diverter could give reasonable grounds for belief
that the government expenditure in question was a threat
to the country’s security (there is legal precedent for this
type of rider). He said he couldn't immediately think of a
reason why this was unacceptable but he was sure there
must be one! Our alloted time was up. He said he was
pleased to have talked to me and he hoped I understood
that he too was a committed Christian and would do all he
could to further the cause of Peace but he felt this must be
done by keeping the country strong (militarily). However
I think he understood my position and I felt he had some
sympathy for it. I was glad to have seen him if only to put
him straight on our basic aim and I shall follow up (well I
intend to. though my good intentions have a knack of
somehow not always coming off!) with another letter to
remind him he hadn’t actually found a reason for not
supporting us.

Anne Brewer

e e L R S S R SRR N )

EARLY DAY MOTION

A motion will be published in Parliament on the
following lines:
EARLY DAY MOTION
A HUMAN RIGHT FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM
Acknowledging that since 1916 this House has always provided
for the principle of individual dissociation from military
activities on account of a conscientious objection to killing.

Noting that heretofore this principle has been legislated in terms
of exemption from military service when conscription has been
in force

Recognising that in the nuclear age the nature of warfare has
changed so dramatically that it is now widely held that such
conscientious objection should be the basic right of every
citizen.

Calls upon this House to provide for such a human right by
allowing all citizens who express such profound convictions to
direct a proportionate part of their taxation into a
Peace-building Fund which will promote national security in a
non-military manner.

Ask your M.P. to sign it. If he or she is diffident about the
motion then engage them in correspondence on the
subject. It is most important that every M.P. is made to
think twice and three times about the Campaign. See the
last newsletter for answers to their superficial objections.
If your M.P. agrees with the Campaign, or you think he or
she is nearly there, when you have finished your
correspondence please forward the M.P.’s letters

(or copies) to Leicester.

Gerald Drewett

(1 B E Y
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INDIVIDUALS V. THE BOMB

PEACE MAKERS RELIEF SOCIETY

Two cases recently of Peace Tax supporters being in
trouble over their stand on war taxes have reminded the
Committee of the Peacemakers Relief Society that they
might be of help at some time to our Campaign or those
associated with it.

When people take their courage in both hands and act
according to conscience they are usually prepared to make
sacrifices. But peacemaking can be costly both in personal
and'financial terms.

The Peacemakers Relief Society has been founded by
concerned organisations and individuals to provide a fund
for people who suffer financial hardship through their
nonviolent witness for peace.

The fund can provide assistance to those who take action
over armaments, military, defence and related matters. It
can also provide help for dependents as well as for those
directly affected.

The fund provides a means of last resort when other
sources have been exhausted. It is set up as a revolving
fund, with those who benefit asked to contribute back to it

as soon as they are able, so that others can be helped
as well.

Further information from: Charles Davey. Secretary.
PMRS. 145 Queen Alexandra Mansions, Judd Street.
London WClI
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Canon Paul Pestreicher appeared in court on
29th November 1983 in Lambeth.

The Judge said that Paul “presented his defence with
moderation, fairness and patent sincerity . The number of
such statements lead us to think that there must be many in
the judiciary who agree with us but are hidebound by

national law overriding international law. We are dealing

with “Courts of Law and not of conscience.”

......
..............

'

LEGAL HELP

We now have 4 solicitors willing and able to help. You may
well know others. If so, ask him or her to write to me. [ must
not advertise them in the NL but can have them on file to
give out when specifically requested. We also have two
lecturers in Law at Sheffield and at Essex Universities.

There are 36 law schools in the UK at present and 23
polytechnics or similar, offering degree courses in law.
There is very little "peace’ law taught but interest is rising.
more amongst students than teachers. There is little actual
law source material on which courses can be based so we
have the "black-letter” approach whose advocates consider
their job is to “promote value-free discussion about the law
as 1t now stands”. The Southampton lecturer who refuses
to teach students wearing CND badges is of this powerful
tradition. There is though a growing movement among law
teachers 1in support of the “law-in-context”™ approach
“which promotes such subjects as welfare law.
enviromental law, etc.”.

We need to persuade the “black-letter” teachers that
“peace law” is desirable and academically respectable. It
seems partly due to the dearth of suitable resource material
such as text books, decided case law and commentaries
that there is so little peace law taught. At Sheffield last

year s exam paper included a question focussing directly
on various ethical arguments related to the law!

Martin Howard
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1a5i3 STOP THE CI'TY I

On September 29th last year, about 1500 people took to
London’s "City" streets talking to workers, peacefully
picketing and blockading companies which profit from
military sales. and generally trying to reclaim the area for
people rather than ‘blood money'. It was a major direct
action against all wars and their finance. Most people
thought it a success. particularly because people were able
to organise themselves without being told what to do.

The second “Stop the City” event on Thursday.

March 29th 1984 (when profits for the year 1983/4 are
reckoned up) will aim to publicise the role of finance. not
only in the international trade in weaponry, but also in the
creation of poverty. ecological destruction, international
repression, and in human and animal exploitation. This
will be a marvellous opportunity for all movements to

. come together to point to a major source (profit) of the
destructive decisions affecting us all. And in doing so we
can create an indication of our living alternatives. through
spreading ideas and our example.

By creating a festive and happy atmosphere in London’s
“Death Centre” and communicating positively, we can
show that love and respect for each other and the planet on
which we live are far more important than power and
greed.

The aim is for as many groups as possible to come together
on the day and use their own initiatives, though there are
one or two activities planned for everyone to join in. The
possibilities are endless - music, processions, theatre,
discussions, picketing, etc., ‘Organisation’ will probably
consist of back-up services - legal support, first aid and so
on. The rest is up to everyone to organise themselves.

To help publicise the event, similar activities will take place
on March 22nd at other financial centres (Bristol.
Manchester etc.) and even in your own home town!

Contact: Reading Peace Pledge Union, Box 10,
Acorn Bookshop, 17 Chatham Street, Reading, Berks. or
‘phone Bridget on Pangbourne 4532.

For general information contact London Greenpeace,
Box STC, 6 Endsleigh Street, London WCI.
Tel. 01-281 0719

The next countrywide meeting will be on Saturday
March 3rd, 10.00am, at Old Ambulance Station.
306 Old Kent Road; London SElI

Reading Peace Pledge Union

POLITICAL PRESSURE

BUDGET DAY

Use the presentation of the Budget to write to your M.P.
deploring the fact that your income is still being
compulsorily conscripted for military purposes. (Income
tax. VAT, etc.) It does not matter how many times you have
written before; this is the time all 6,000 of us write.

EW TAX YEAR

Friday 6th April. This is the first day of the tax year and has
been designated by the Peace Tax Campaign as the Official
Birthday of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. PLEASE
WRITE TO HIM (all 6.000 of us) on this day expressing
your deep abhorrence of the fact that your income should
be conscripted for military purposes when those purposes
include the taking of life. His address1s 11 Downing Street,
London SWI1. This is not a gimmick; 1t 1s part of a strategy
to get the Treasury to think more deeply about the issue.
Make a diary note and be sure you write.

Z

Annual Vigil. On Friday, 6th April we shall be
outside No. 11, or in nearby Whitehall, on our annual vigil
with the slogan TAXES FOR PEACE NOT WAR. We will

be there from 10am to Spm. If you are going to be present
please write to me and let me know your probable times of

arrival and departure.
Gerald Drewett, 20 The Drive, Hertford

CONFERENCE & AGM

Saturday 28th April 1984, 10am for 10.30 until 4.30pm
at GLC County Hall, Waterloo Bridge

Nicholas Gillet, a trustee of several Quaker trusts,
will talk on:

PEACE - BUILDING: THE BRICKS

There will also be a discussion of regional and
local activities.

Constitutionally the AGM:

% receives an Annual Report on the progress of the Campaign

% considers the audited financial statement of the previous
calendar year

% appoints a committee of up to 15 members (the committee then
appoints officers from among the 15; the committee also has the
power to co-opt additional members during the year)

Supporters wishing to be of more service, whether locally

or on the national committee or who have a particular
ability or qualification to offer are asked to write
to Leicester.

Access. There is ample car parking at County Hall

(entrance in Belvedere Road) and the building is accessible

through a wheelchair entrance at the far end of the
car park. There is an accessible toilet on the first floor
(men’s, but women can use it). There will be a sign
interpreter for the conference and AGM.

Nearest underground: Waterloo or Westminster.
BR: Waterloo.

Please bring lunch, drinks provided, £1.00 contribution to
expenses appreciated but not a condition.

LETTERS
TO THIE
EDITOR

e

* indicates a letter has been cut

UNEMPLOYMENT OR FREELANCE?

Sherry,

A note for the newsletter re. Peter Robertson's letter last
1ssue.

Unemployment benefit 1s taxable - when you next take
up employment. The average single person with a
Tax Code of 178L this year could expect to pay about

£2 per week tax from this unemployment benefit - 57%

(52% ? - ed.) of which 1s for military purposes.

Freelance work seems a better opportunity to reduce your
tax bill - and to join with other self employed Peace Tax
Campaigners in your area in the witholding of that portion
of your taxation on the grounds that assurance cannot be
given that it will be used for non-military purposes.

In friendship,
Lynn Withers, Bristol.

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK

Dear Sherry,

Just a brief note to say thanks for the PTC Newsletter and
the enthusiasm it prompts each quarter.

Especial praise for the style in which it is written and the
use of non-sexist language. I have no qualms about passing
it on to my women friends - which must do the campaign
good.

Keep up the good work.

Jane Dawson, London SW2

March/April 1984

INDIRECT TAXATION

* Dear Friend,

I was glad to see that the issue of Indirect Tax had been
raised (Neswletter 31, p7) as Income Tax is not paid by so
many people that they cannot divert part of their tax (now
illegally) even if the law is changed as we are campaigning.

I hope VAT on phone, electricity, gas bills may be paid by
separate cheques made out in the diversionary manner to
Overseas Development Administration. This would inc-
rease immensely the number of people attempting Tax
Diversion Now - at present confined to self employed and
few others having to pay Income Tax direct. Can we have
more discussion and reports of experience on this?

Yours sincerely,

John Mudd, Bridport, Dorset.

WRITING T0 IR

Dear Sherry,

I would like to suggest a campaign possible for everybody
paying tax. Quite simply everybody write to their Tax
Inspector to ask, innocently, how they can divert their tax
for Peace. If as many as possible do it in March the impact
would be greatest. The tax people would have to reply, if
they don’t you can ask again. This might achieve three
things:

- publicity

- possibility of comparing explanations from different tax
offices

- and, if enough people do it at the same time, a slow down
of the system.

Obviously I don’texpectthat a Tax Inspector will reply that
it's possible.

Yours Peacefully,

Carol Noreiko, Hull

Dear Editor:

I have recently received threatening letters from a terrorist
group which asks that I contribute money for construction

of dangerous weapons. This group makes certain claims

which in the pastled me to send thousands of dollars to pay

for its militaristic programs. The group claimed:

It was concerned with peace and freedom.

It would provide protection for me and my family.
It was my duty to make these payments, and

It was free from personal responsibility for how this
money was spent in individual cases.
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Lastyear, for the first time, I realized that these claims were
fraudulent and I refused to make further payments.
Although there were threats of “penalties” I am happy to
report that no more serious extortion efforts have been
made.

However, again this year I have been solicited to send
money. In the meantime, I have ascertained that the
organization which calls itself the United States of

America, already has in its possession 423 B-52
and73 FB-111 bombers with 3,800 nuclear warheads,. . . ..

Dear friends, I hope you may be alerted not to support
this terrorist organization. They depend on your
cooperation and money and usually try to collect it on
April 15th. They now possess a total of 30,000 nuclear

bombs and each day manufacture three more at
Amarillo, Texas.

Peace 1s not bought by bombs but by a spirit of repentance,
forgiveness, and love for enemies. .

John Schuchardt

from The Tax Dilemma: Praying for Peace, Paying for
War by Donald D. Kaufman. Herald Press, Kitchener ON, 1978




