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POl.l. 'l'AX:ô The truth about non-payment
On lst April the Tories want people in England and Wales to start paying their Poll Tax. Britain's richest man, the Duke of Westminster, will save nearly Ãl0,000 a year by
paying the Poll Tax. Over 25 million people will be worse off under the Poll Tax. The average household will have to pay 33% more than it did for rates. For many households
the bill is over double the rates. According to the County Council 82% lose out in Notts.
ln Scotland the councils deliberately under-estimated the nonpayment numbers. Be prepared for your council to do the same. The truth is the Poll Tax administration is in chaos.
Rebates are late. Councils are in ñcloud cuckoo land" if they expect those low-paid people, who are entitled to rebates, to pay the full amount first Nottingham City Treasurer,
Sid Stores, has admitted that problems with collection are ñ beyond a nightmareò. The City Treasury expecm 44,000 (22%) people not to pay, or delay payment We will make
their worst fears come true!
The All Britain and the Nottinghamshire Anti Poll Tax Federations are calling on people not to pay. Here are some ofthe questions that people are asking about the Non-Payment
Campaign and answers to some of the lies that will be put out by the Tories and the media in an attempt to intimidate people. We urge you to read the facts and join the
growing campaign to defeat the Poll Tax.

I WILL I BE ON MY OWN IF I DON'T PAY?
No. Over one million people are not paying in Scotland,
where the tax was introduced a year ago. The ýgures from
Strathclyde Regional Council estimates that 42'/2% aren't
paying in Glasgow. And look at the protests that have
swept England and Wales! We can have I0 million
non-payers joining the non-payment army that started
north of the border.

I IS THERE ANY OTHER WAY OF BEATING
THE TAX?
Can you see Thatcher paying any attention to petitions
and pleas? Lobbies and demonstrations build the campaign
but only a mass campaign of civil disobedience can defeat
the Poll Tax.

I CAN I GET A REBATE THAT WILL MAKE
THE TAX MORE BEARABLE?
The rebate system is a con. There are a few categories
of people who are exempt. Everyone else will have to pay
at least 20%. To qualify you have to be on or near the level
of income support. A single person under 25 whose Poll
Tax is Ã370 will get no rebate if he or she takes home Ã65
per week. A couple with I child both pay the full amount
if their joint nett income is over Ãl54 a week. But apply
anyway; it helps gum up the works and if you apply before
26th May any rebate would be backdated to lst April. But
don't give your employers name or your National
Insurance number as it might be used to pursue you later.
Some people, who had low rates, might qualify for some
transitional relief. It only lasts three years and the Poll Tax
will still be unaffordable. If you move you lose any
entitlement to it

I WILL I GET A CRIMINAL RECORD? g
No. Not paying your Poll Tax is a Civil not a criminal
offence.

I WILL THEY GET THE TAX OFF ME EVEN
IF I REFUSE TO PAY?
Not if you're part of a mass non-payment campaign. Last
year the Glasgow Evening Times asked: ñHow do you take
a quarter of a million defaulters to court?" and answered
ñIt simply isn't possible". So how are they going to deal
with the millions now saying they won't pay? And Councils
can only take óreasonableô steps to collect the tax. If the
procedure's not worth the expense or might cause a
ñthreat to public order" it could be judged unreasonable.
Councils should be pressurised not to take non-payers
to court Anyway, if they do the procedure is long and
complicated. Anti Poll Tax Unions will organise mass
action to defend anyone they try and victimise, as has
been done successfully in Scotland.

I WON'T THE COUNCIL _|UST TAKE THE
MONEY IF I DON'T PAY?
No. The legal procedure will take months. After a while
they will send you a reminder. If you don't pay then your
full years Poll Tax becomes due. If you still don't pay the
Council must go to a Magistrates Court to get a Liability
Order; this can take months. You can contest this. We are
all entitled to a personal hearing which we should ask for to
delay the procedures ð Hackney Council have estimated
that they will need 366 extra court days and the
Magistrates court say they can have 30. It will take them
years to see everybody. If they get the Liability Order
they can then try to get your Poll Tax (plus legal costs,
which for rate arrears have always been nominal). It's up
to the Council, not the court to pursue non-payers. They
can ask you to provide certain information like the name
of your employers. If you fail to do so within I4 days it is
a criminal offence and they can take you back to court
where you can be ýned Ãl00 for not replying or Ã400 for
giving wrong information.

I CAN I GET EVICTED IF I DON'T PAY?
No. Non-payment does not affect your tenancy whether
you are a council or a private tenant, nor your ownership
of your home.

I WILL ALL MY WAGES BE STOPPED IF I
DON'T PAY?
No. The Liability Order allows the Council to apply to
your employer to deduct the tax from your wages. But
they can only take a limited amount in a week. The most
they can take from Ãl00 take home pay is Ã9 + ÃI admin.
costs. And it's a long complicated process which is
unpopular with employers. If the workers in wages offices
refused, that would be the end of that. Trade Unions are
beginning to threaten strike action if wage arrestments
take place.

I CAN I LOSE MY IOB?
No. Non-payment is not industrial misconduct, so it's no
grounds for dismissal. Where employers have tried it in
Scotland, the workforce and the Anti Poll Tax Unions put
pressure on them and the employers backed down. No
one has been sacked for not paying.

I CAN THEY STOP MY DOLE?
No. They cannot stop Unemployment Beneýt. The most
they can take from a single person's income support is
Ãl.75 and from a couple Ã2.75. For thousands that would
be less than the Poll Tax. And they have to get Union
members in DSS ofýces and Unemployment Beneýt ofýces
to do it. There have already been strikes in several ofýces
against having to register claimants. So that's not going to
be easy. The Federation is building links with trade union
members.

I CAN THEY TAKE IT FROM MY PENSION?
No. Poll Tax can't be deducted from pensions, invalidity
beneýt and other speciýed beneýts. A

I CAN THEY FREEZE MY BANK ACCOUNT?
In England and Wales they have no power to freeze bank
accounts.

I WILL THEY SEND BAILIFFS IN TO TAKE
ALL MY FURNITURE?
Councils use the threat of bailiffs to frighten people into
paying debts. In Scotland the Anti Poll Tax unions
have organised mass pickets of homes, which have
kept them out Bailiffs have to give you notice they're
coming. They can't break down the door when they ýrst
arrive. They can only get in at ýrst if you let-them in: If you
are out they can get in through an open docirlwindow.
Once they have made a peaceable entry they can make a
forceable entry later. Even if they get in there are things
they can't touch. They must leave you Ãl00 worth of
clothing and Ã I 50 worth of working tools. They can't take
items you don't own. They can't take anything which is
on HP or credit, or items recently sold to someone!

I CAN I END UP WITH HUNDREDS OF
POUNDS WORTH OF FINES?
No. You can't be ýned for not paying the Poll Tax. The
biggest bill you'll get is the Poll Tax plus legal costs (which
for rate arrears have always been nominal). You can only
be ýned for not giving the information required by the
Liability Order. .

I WILL I END UP IN IAIL?
It's exceptionally unlikely anyone will be jailed. The Council
can only try to get you jailed if it has failed to get the
money off you by the other means mentioned above.
Then it must take you to court in person. It must prove
that it has tried everything to recover the debt and that
you're not paying ñdue to wilful refusal or cuplable
neglect". The maximum sentence is three months.
PAYMENT RELEASES YOU IMMEDIATELY. An offer to
pay by installment could be accepted. The decision to take
action lies with the Council, not the courts. Councils can
be forced to back down by pressure from the mass
campaign, as has happened in Scotland. They're already
facing mass protests against the tax. Trying to jail people

would lead to a massive explosion of anger, which they want
to avoid at all costs. The Government are trying to keep
prison numbers down at the moment

I IS THE POLL TAX HIGH BECAUSE OF
HIGH SPENDING LABOUR COUNCILS?
No. The average Tory Council will send out a rate Ã8l
higher than the Government's target. Councils are not
getting more money. We are subsidising the rich who
beneýt. Also councils no longer get the rates that local
businesses pay. They now go straight to the Government
which returns an amount to local councils. So Nottingham
will collect Ã65 million but only get Ã58 million back. But
the Tories will give Thatcher's model council,
Wandsworth, a cool Ã29 million more than they pay in.
In other words, they've ýddled the ýgures to keep
Wandsworth Poll Tax down. Out of every Ã| spent in
Wandsworth 82p comes from the Government. The
London average is 48p.

I WON'T MASS NON-PAYMENT
THREATEN COUNCIL IOBS AND SERVICES?
This is a Tory blue herring. The point of the Poll Tax is
to force cuts on Councils. Only 25 per cent of a Council's
spending on average will come from the Poll Tax. The
rest will be controlled ð- and cut ð by the Government
Since the Tories came to power they've stolen Ã40 billion
in Government Grants from Local Councils, over Ã850
million in Nottinghamshire. The Non-Payment Campaign
demands this money back. Going along with the tax will
mean the end of local services as we know them.

I OK I'M NOT PAYING. WHAT DO I DO
NOW?
First join the campaign, join an Anti Poll Tax Union. If there
isn't one in your street or estate why not set one up.
Contact the Notts Anti Poll Tax Federation for leaþets
and help. There are already 30 Local Anti Poll Tax Unions
in Notts. More are being set up.

I WHAT IS THE ALL BRITAIN ANTI POLL
TAX FEDERATION?
The Federation was set up last November to establish a
national campaign of mass non-payment. It now has over
l,400 affiliated organisations and is growing. It has
organised massive events all over the country. The Notts
Anti Poll Tax Federation exists to co-ordinate the
campaign in our area.

BEWARE POLL TAX SNOOPERS
If someone comes round your house asking you who lives
next door or checking if anyone else has moved in or out
of your house you do not have to tell them. You are now
only responsible for your own entry on the poll tax
register.

It is very important that if you receive any letters you are
unsure or worried about contact the Federation or your
local Anti Poll Tax Union immediately.

N.B. IF YOU DON'T PAY THE POLL
TAX YOU DON'T LOSE YOUR RIGHT
TO VOTE.

Fight the Poll Tax with the All Britain
Anti Poll Tax Federation
PO Box 164, London E5 9SX

Contact Nottinghamshire Anti Poll Tax
Federation
Secretary: Gary Freeman
66 Central Avenue, New Basford
Nottingham NG7 1AF. Tel: 0602 607498
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THE POLL TAX: The truth about non~payment
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In Nottingham the Poll Tax is expected to be Ã335 per adult over 18. The Poll Tax is a
present to the rich. Maggie Thatcher will gain over Ã1,000 a year and Lord Vestey Head
of Dewhurst will gain over Ã4,000 a year. But 8 out of 10 adults in Nottingham live in
households that will be worse off. The Poll Tax was introduced in Scotland last April.
The fightback has begun. Mass Non-Payment is a reality and the Tories are running scared.
The official figures for Non-Payment throughout Scotland is 655,000, but that does not
include those who began to pay, but stopped when they realised how successful the
Campaign was ~ a million people are not paying the Poll Tax. By the time the Poll Tax
Bills arrive in England and Wales, Scotland will have proved that the Poll Tax can be
fought, and if we can build a similar Campaign, over 8 million people will be saying
they're not paying. In Nottingham we're building on the success of the Scottish Campaign,
and have set up a Nottingham AntiðPoll Tax Federation with over 700 members committed to
building for Mass Non-Payment. Don't be taken in by the Tory lies. Defeat this Tax.

"NONðPAYERS GET FINED Ã50 AND THEN Ã200"
Wrong. Those figures are for failing to register for
the Poll Tax ð Labour Councillors don't have to
prosecute for Non-Payment, and we're demanding that
they don't. Registration Forms are already out in
the City, and the Council is sending out Threatening
letters to those who have not returned them. You can
delay the process by sending back the form, unsigned,
with a query attached, oryou can contact your local
Anti Poll Tax Union for advice. But don't get fined
for refusing to register - the real battle will take
place over the question of Non-Payment. And,remember
you won't clog up the system by not filing in your
Voting Registration Form; you will need this to help
get rid of the Tories and defeat the Poll Tax. _

IlE_I_DQNLI_BAI_IEElLLL_IALE_ALL_Ml_EAQESf
No they can't. Wage Arrestment is strictly defined by
Law. For instance the maximum they can take from Ã100
take home pay is Ã13 a week. We appeal to workers not
Arrest Wages or Benefits or to freeze Bank Accounts.
Anyway how will they be able to arrest wages, or
Benefits of 8 million Nonýpayers. They can freeze
your Bank Account, but thdy need a seperate order to
arrest the Poll Tax amount.

"THEY'LL TAKE IT FROM MY PENSION"
No they won't. At this stage they cannot deduct Poll
Tax from Pensions, Invalidity Benefit, or other
specified Benefits. A

- .

"BUT THEY'LL TAKE MY DOLE MONEY"
Nonsense.The maximum legal deduction for a NonðPayer
on Income Support is Ã1.75 per week for a single
person and Ã2.75 from a couple. Thousands in Income
Support would pay less each week through arrestment
than they would in Poll Tax.  

"BUT IF I DON'T I'LL BE ON MY OWN"
No you won't. Hundreds of thousands just CAN'T pay.
A mass movement is being built, you will not stand
alone. Contact your local Anti Poll Tax Union,
below, and get involved.
********************************************
"THE TRUTH ABOUT SCOTLAND"
In Scotland they haven't taken action against any:
NonðPayer. They have tried against those who didn't
register or pay non-registartion fines and the Anti
Poll Tax Federation has stopped Warrant Sales with
hundreds turning up in support.

WHAT THE POLL TAX MEANS
IN NOTTINGHAM

The Goverment wants to use the
Poll Tax to cut Council Service
and.jobs and reduce our living
standards.

The offcial Poll Tax Bill per
adult in Nottingham was set at
Ã247, next year those figures
would mean Ã36 million worth of
cuts and 2,000 redundancies.

Also if the Poll Tax was already
in this year the Council would
have Ã27 million less in Grants
and Domestic Non Rate Income
we're paying more for worse
Services.

IN SIMPLE TERMS, IF THE TORY
GOVERMENT POLL TAX IS INTRODUCED
IN NOTTINGHAM 8 OUT OF 10 ADULTS
LIVE IN HOUSEHOLDS THAT WILL BE
WORSE OFF.

Meanwhile, we will also suffer
from reduced essential Council
Services, and Council jobs will
go.

CAN YOU AFFORD TO LIVE?
CAN YOU AFFORD THE POLL TAX?

GET INVOLVED IN THE MASS ANTI
POLL TAX CAMPAIGN NOW.

NOTTINGHAM ANTI POLL TAX
FEDERATION

D E M O N S T R A T I O N

To be held in Nottingham.

Date to be announced.

For Further details oontaQp.__

the Secretary ð



over double the rates.

The truth about
non-payment  

On 1st April the Tories want people in England and Wales to start paying their Poll Tax. Britains richest man, the Duke of
Hestminster, will save nearly Ã10,000 a year by paying the Poll Tax. Over 2'5 million people will be worse oftó under the
Poll Tax. The average household will have to pay 33 per cent more than it did for rates. For many households the bill is

The All British and the Nottinghamshire Anti Poll Tax Federations are calling on people not to pay. Here are some of the
questions that people are asking about the Non-Payment Campaign and answers to some of the lies that will be put out by
the Tories and the media in an attempt to intimidate people. We urge you to read the facts and Join the growing Campaign
to defeat the Poll Tax.
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No.0ve|-aruillicnpeoplearemt
pay1.nginSoot1a:rl,wherethetaxwas
introdu:edayeara@.'Ihet'ig.:ra
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talcenczn-payer-stooo.n-t.Ar:yvay,ifó
theydothelxwaoedureislcngani
co1pJ_icated.AntiPo1.lTaxI.hicx':swi~Jl
<:r@'r:i.serramaci:i.cntodefen'.lar:yr:ne
theytryan:1victin:i.seyashasbeer1
dcneslncessþþlyinsootland.
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tak'eyear'stoseeeve:'y'body.Ifthey

mi ð  
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fined.
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No.Notmy:i.ngyurPoll'Ióaxisa
Civilrxatacrimzinaloffence. =
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fón:nÃ100tal-cel'r:rue1:nyisÃ9+.Ã1
ach:i.noosts.An1it'salong
omnLi.cated;roomswhichis
unpop.z1arvrithen:loyers.Itóthe
ncricasinr-:a@otófioesr'eÃ\Jsed, tint
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an:1fh:maoou:plesÃ2.75. For
t1'n.1smsthatvu.1ldbelthanthe
PollTax.
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]:lnkswithtza:1eLr1ic:1me1be:-s.
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pernicns,inva.Lidityba1etóitan:l
otherspec:'.tóiedba':etóits.
?CANII-EIEREEZEPKBMKAEIIIJNIó?
InEhg]am1arrHhlest.heyhavem
pouu~toýóeezebari<ao::o.nl:s.
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Al.LMIFURNI|l'IóURE.?
Serudirginbeliffsisalastzmort.
Cc:mcil.s|.sethet1'rmttot'r'ighta1
peopleintopay1.ngdebts.IN$J1óLAND
óII-EANIIPCILTAXUNLICISHAVE
CHÃ3\.NIEDP1ASSPIG<E1SCE'ÔD*ES,
HI-C[('JðIHAVEZI<EP1"IóHEHCU1ó
Ba.L'|.tófshavetogiveyounotioe
they'reoo1dng.'Ihey<:an'ttr'a|èccbn
thedocrwhs1theyfirstar'r':i.ve.óIhey
canonlygetinatfirstifyoulet
thenin,cn::etheytnven'adea
peeoahleentrytheycannakea
foroeahleentry1ater.Evenifthey
getintberearelahirgtheycarrt
touda.
Iheyrnistleaveycniltliwrrthotó
clot.rn'.ngarx:1Ã150wort'hc:tó tools.
Theyc:an't-takeiter_:_|_yo|.1dcx1'tom

(or which ara1't there). They can't take
anyt1'1:i.r1g\-.hich1s<nHEôorc:red:I.t,cr
iternnecentlysoldtosomcnel
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byt.heLiab:lJ_ity0rder.
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'11'1edec:i.sic1'1totakeacticn].iesuith
theCo\n:il,nottheoo|rts.Ccur:iJ.s
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In-.=:s.~1prote~.stsag.*i.mt:l:11etaJc.'l1!'y1.:1:3r,
to'jja:|'_lpeople\-umldleaitoauaýxe
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avoidataJJ.oosts.'Iheoo.rtsare'
try'ingtokeep;r'iscnnJ1bersdoHJat
the nmmt.
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c'nlygetÃ'58mi]J.1.cnbac:k.
mt theToriw1'J.lgLve 'Ihatcl*er's
mdeloo.nc:iJ.,\~óandswcx'th,acnolÃ29
m:iJJ.icn:mr*et'.hant.hey;nyin.Inotner
words, they've fiddled tluefigra to
keepwazadswcr-thPollTaxdam.O.xtof
ever'yÃ1spa1tinHamsvu'th82po:mes
fómntI'eGovemz=nt.'IheI.arlmavaage
is48p.

H-IZ1*l'Tt*!ASSI~[N-PA!1\*Ã1~f1"!HREóAIEI~I
CI1NIII..J(EA1\HJSEJ=WICES?
'Ihisi.saô1'cr1,rbluel'z'r':'.ng.'Ihepoir1t
ofóthePollTaxistofcroeo.1tscn
Councils. Chly25peroentofóa
Col.n'::lJ.'sspeniingc::1ava'agwiJ.l
or::nefón.:nthePoJ.ITa::.'Ihermt1-will
bec'::r1trolled-andoat-bythe
Goverment.
Sirr1etheTor'iescaretopme:~they've
stolenÃ40biJ.1.icninGovmnsntCk~ants
fr'c1nL.oc2J.Cc:nc:iJ.s,overÃB50mi_L1.1.cn
mmt . 'lheNcn-Payrmnt
Ca1paig1da:Brx:!st.h:Lsnn1eybadc.
Cbin.galcngHiththet'axwiJ.lmeen
theatioflocalservioesasw-eidne
then.

!'CK, I'HNUIó PAIIl\G.I~1-IAIID
IIIJBU/J?
F1.-eujommecamaigx. Join
anAntiPo]lTaxlhia1.Iftbe.re
is1'tcneinycurst.reetor
estateuhymt setcneup. Contact
theAJJ.&-itishAntiPoJJ.Tax
Federatim for leaflets and help.

*WHAlóIS'II-EAlLE1IIEÄ{ANLóI
PULIAXFHIRAIIGI?
1heE'ederaticnnassetup1ast'-
Noverbertoatahrlshanaticxual
caqnig1otómm:1:n-paynent. It
nouhasover1,4(1Ja.ffiJiated
or@rn'.saticmau:1isgow:i.ng. It
l'nscr'@nisedn'Ess:I.veeva1t'saJ.l
over't.heoo.rntr'y.'I11eNottsAnti
Po1J.TaxFeda'atic:nexi.ststo
oo-or'd:Lrntetheczn1paig1ino.r"
area.

Itisva"yin1_:crtant thatifyou
receivear1yletta*.syu.1arems.:re
crworriedabout ocntactthe
Federaticnc:rycu:rlc::alAntiPoJ.l
TaxUni<:ninmadiately.

"IFlUI[DI'TE'AI'II-EPCI.L"
IAXIUJEUWTLIEYUJH
RICHFIUVUIE.




















