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THE FIGHT BACK
ACCELERATES

Un March 31st,200,000 took part in the tremendous
national demonstration in Central London against the
Government's hated Pcll Tax.Police provoked a battle

and hundreds were arrested.

Despite media hysteria against protestors,the
anti-poll tax movement has continued to grow,and
millions are now not paying.

The Trafalgar Sq Lefendants' Campaign was launcned on
May 3rd to ensure support for all defendants.On June
16th,a National Defendants & Witnesses Meeting enabled
the establishinent of a comprehensive legal and welfare
strategy.lhe following day,people packed into a hall in
Centra: London for a National Solidarity Conference and
pledged to build a major campaign throughout the country.

The immediate priority is to EXPOSE THE TRUTH of the
police violence against the demonstration,and the
following COVER UP by the Crown Prosecution Service,
police and media.This way we'll put the authorities onto
the defensive,and ensure that magistrates and judges will
be unable to coptinue to to bulldoze cases through and to
dish out heavy sentences.

in the long term we must re-affirm our determination to

not be intimidated,and to continue to demonstrate wherever,
whenever and however we decide is appropriate in our
struggles for justice.

NEW WAVE OF ARRESTS.

In addition to the 396 arrested on the day collusion between the
police and the media has led to the subsequent detention of 72
people. Some purely on the basis of tip offs from antagonistic
neighbors.. Police are scouring 150 hr.s of video evidence and

30,000 still photographs, responding to suspected identifica-
tions with raids on houses. In one instance confiscating the

entire contents of one victims wardrobe.

SOLIDARITY WITH ALL DEFENDANTS. DROP ALL CHARGES NOW,.
FIGHT FOR THE RIGHT TO DEMONSTRATE. PAY NO POLL TAX.




LEGAL ROUND uP

POLICE COMPLAIN TS
PROCEDURE

Defendants thinking of lodging a formal complaint
against the police should not do so without con-
sidering the situation carefully. If you are charged
with an offence and the police actions you want to
complain about arise from the same incident, any
complaint you may lodge before your case is H
finished in the courts will be regarded by police as l
'sub-justice’ and won't be investigated till your
case is finished in the courts. If you are aquitted in
court always seek full legal advice from your
solicitor, or one whom the campaign is in tonch
with. You may have a better chance of pursuing a
claim against the police through legal action rather
than by using the police complaints system, The
police complaints system should only be used by
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action.

The later point holds for anyone considering
action against the police by way of complaint. If
you were a bystander on 31st of March, not
charged witn anything, but who be a useful
witness to another person, or who may simply be
someone who considers they out to make a
complaint out of principle about the police actions
then still don't make any complaint without
seeking legal advice in case you have grounds for
legal action outside the police complaints system.
ANY INFORMATION GIVEN TO THE POLICE
IS NOT BOUND BY CONFIDENTIALITY ON
THEIR PART. THE COURTS HAVE RULED
THAT POLICE ARE ALLOWED TO BREACH
CONFIDENTIALITY IN THIS WAY.

DEF ENDANTS' CASES

To witness the workings of the British justice system at
first hand is not a pleasant experience. In ordinary
circumstances it is not something I would choose to do,
but then these are not ordinary circumstances and these
are not normal times.

As a court monitor for the Trafalgar Square Defendants
Campaign I was in Bow Street magistrates court to trace
defendants the campaign hag not heard from, take detailg
from them and listen to their cases. It is important to re-
member that that if we as a campaign do have a philoso-
phy it is that of "self help” and "mutual support of defen-
dants, by defendants.

At this stage 1n ihe process ihe courts have deait wiih
only a few relatively minor cases, however already a
picture of heavy fines and sentances has emerged. Many
of the more stringent bail conditions have now been
dropped, but the process is still incredibly arbitrary and
dependant on the whims of individual magistrates. As
usual travellers and the homeless are dealt with espe-
cially severely in the courts and many are still in custody.
Another feature of the last fortnight has been the incom-
petency of the Crown prosecution service. It seems that
not even all the police on duty at the demonstration have
seen the video evidence and in many cases it is the
prosecutors who areasking the magistrates for adjourn-
ments.

Back in court no.l1 the arteries of the administration of
justice were beginning to clog up. A young man held in
custody on robbery charges questioned his last two
convictions on the grounds that he was in pentonville at
the time. After proving this hewas sentanced on the
current robherry charge and went to prison secure in the
knowledge that had he not committed this crime he
would never known that he had been convicted in his

absence for two further offences.

TRAFALGAR SQUARE DEFENSE
SOLICITORS GROUP.

Is a group of solicitors who have banded together to help
form a common defence between defendants.

The group includes:

Bindmans & Partners 071 278 8131

Kapil Juj & Birnberg 071 403 3166

Trevor Hamlyn & Co. 071 821 1199

SUPPORT THE PRISONERS

Please write to and support:

Karl Hernen c¢/o TSDC

David King - RA 0711

Wormwood Scrubs, Du Cane Rd. W12
Robert Keltie c/o 4 Crestfield St. L.ondon N1.
Stephen Davies c/o 'Stonlelgh' Temple St. ,

Powys, Wales.
Please let us know of any other prisoners.

ALL




HOW MANY POLICE HAVE BEEN

CHARGED?

Police claim to have pinpointed 500 serious assaults on police
officers. How many police assaults have they made on the public?

CASES CONT.

The next case up was the one I had been
waiting for, a man charged with section 4

of the public order act., threatening behavior.
As he took his place in the dock one of the
special public prosecutioners in charge of the
Trafalgar Square cases entered the court,
bowed to the magistrate and opened his brief-
case. The prosecution case was a shambles.
Of two police witnesses only one bothered

to turn up and his allegation seemed to rest on
the fact that the man was standing above him
on some steps shouting abuse at him. Accord-
ing to the defendant this was simply made up
but even if it wasn't the case tells us some-
thing of the insecurity of a police force that
engages irself in political action against the
people.

In the end the charges were thrown out by
the magistrates ruling that threatening behav-

ior had not been proved and he left for Norwich

carrying campaign literature and smiling
happily.

I decided to take the bus home, and left the
court with mixed feelings. True we had a
sneeess, hut it had largely been based on our
opponents ineptitude and was based in a legal
framework that had been shown to be cruelly
arbitrary in it's judgements that day. Although
we welcome it, we cannot rely on luck, justice
cannot be decided on the throw of a dice.
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APPEAL FOR WITNESSES

= |

THE COURT CASES ARE UPON US
AND MANY DEFENDANTS HAVE
NOT YET TRACED WITNESSES. IF
YOU SAW AN ARREST PLEASE

M

SEND A STATEMENT TO THE TSDC.

PERSONAL ACCOUNTS

Photographers Statement:

"I noticed during my time nearRichmond Terrace that ve-
hichles being used for transporting police were not bearing
Identification Code Numbers...the point being that on public
order duties police vehicles are supposed to have their ID no.s

clearly displayed.”

3.30-4.00 Whitehall:

"Many people were sat down, there were family groups with
young children and dogs, they appeared to be picnicking, I did
ot form an impression that there was a grand conceried Coi-
spiracy afoot...It appeared to me that nothing dramatic was
going on so I decided to walk towards Parliament Square.. |
took a picture of some dogs, as I took that picture and turned
to continue, out from between the ministry buildings came
150 or so uniformed poiice officers. Aimost immediately, as
part of the same opperation, mounted police also filed out
through the same archway. First came 12 of them who posi-
tioned themselves in the roadway immediately infront of the
crowd... All the uniformed officers who had filed out then
stood behind the mounted police (many deep). Once these 12
mounted police were in position one of them looked back-
wards and gave ahand signal. Then came 12 more mounted
police who immediately entered Richmond terrace and
flanked the MOD 'green’ itself™...

"People were obviously upset and intimidated by these police
deployments... there were a number of people trying to depart
the MOD green. At the same time a number of police officers
took away metal barriers to allow the mounted police more
easily to push forward onto people. No request of any kind
was given verbally to people to move away by the mounted
police before they went forward over the green. People here
did not attack the police. On Whitehall itself, the first ranks of
protesters had sat down. The horses went forward and simul-
taneously the people were picked off and arrested. They did
not fight with police but clenched their hands together in
passive resistance.”...

Trafalgar Square:
"The police charges were really ferocious, into groups who

were merely observing”.
"It was terrifying. A row of mounted police charged us and !

had to pick up the kids and run”.

THE CHARGES




UNVIELING THE MASK OF ANARCHY

The people came from miles around
By coach and foot and underground
To voice their anger to the state,
That implemented the Poll Tax rate.

There marched in groups and under flags,
With family picnics in their bags
Towards the Central London rally
Arranged by Militant's, Sheridan & Nally.

A restful spot was finally found

By the MOD 'green’, upon the ground.

As the people were tiered, it seemed quite fitting
To continue their protest, by patiently sitting.

Unaware were they that the final deduction
Deduced that they were commiting obstruction,
Or that the police would instigate

Such shocking destruction towards the state.

Riot police squads came mounted to greet
This countries citizens resting their feet
With truncheons and charges abound,
Trampling protestors into the ground.

Up rose the people, crying their call
Echoing off the facade of Whitehall.
A woman was siripped infront of all
By police in blue suits, so "honoured and tall”.

This gross infliction of humiliation

Resulted in crowd agitation

Then a man, beaten, whiist in his wheel chair,
Distracted attention from the disbelieving stare,

Police tactics, devoid of care

Forced the marchers to Trafalgar Square
As groups of people were surrounded,
A response of self-defence abounded

Missiles began to fill the atr,

Sticks and stones and even a chair!

But the people had nowhere to hide,

And the police had the government on their side.

The battle spread and tempers rose,

A policeman winced at his broken nose,

A woman was trampled by her majestics horses,
So it seemed fit to bring in more forces.

WE CALL ON ALL

The battle became a media hype

With politicians slander in black & white

"Her boys in blue can do no wrong,

It's scruffy people who sing the 'Maggie' song!”

They printed photos of angry protesters
And woe faced city investors

"Anarchists, punks and masked hoodlums!”
"Shop your childrren, dads and mums”

~ Along came the 'witch-hunts’ and more arrests
Of all the people Maggie detests.
Guised as justice and democracy
And ugly cries of "vote for me”.

People who want the right to exist

On anything but a community charge list,
Or if your charges invoke disdain...
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(sorry Shelley...)

I FREE PRESS ? '

Or Commander Roy Ramm's Lambs.....
One of the most startlig sights this summer has been

that presented to us by the well known socialist, Bob
Maxwell as the mirror has turned it's lead away from
Super-gnn export efforis in fransit to the Middle East
‘and sparked off a plethora of fuzzy mug-shots of "Poll
Tax Mobsters” throughout the camoaigning pages of his
various mouthpieces. The hand of the Mirrors Chief
Political Correspondent, Alastair Camp-bell , also one of
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some of us, distinctly resonant in Neil Kinnock's
condemnation of the Poll Taxprotesters as "Enemies of
Freedom". Just what happenedas leader of a party which
hopes to ride to power on thepopular tide against the
Poil Tax 1s hard io describe...

The na:ional media's focus on the demonstration became
apparent with repeated stories based on the recollections
of dazed and bruised police officers who graduated from
it to star in a Scotland Yard Press Office roll call. With
back-drop footage showing public reaction to an assault
on a peaceful gathering comprising what Commander
Meynal described as kindred souls’; the press went into
full cry against anyone who openly questioned police
actions. They ignored the fact that over 90 hours of film

court orders to stop the people of the UK knowing the
truth about the realities of public protest in the 1990's.

ORGANISATIONS TO

and video and 30,000 photographs were seized under %















