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' 1 ANTI-POLL TAX cnmwcuSpecial Issue
Our Labour council have now

decided how much we should pay, despite
saying that they are against the poll tax.
EVERY ADULT IN EVERY HOUSEHOLD
IS EXPECTED TO PAY, with very few
exceptions.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

The council say that the only way to
maintain services is to collect the poll tax.
But even if EVERYONE refused to pay,
council spending would only be cut by a
fifth.

Most of the council's money comes
from govemment grants and business
rates. Under the poll tax, these will be
cut year after year to benefit the rich
(since 1979, government grants to councils
have already been cut by 46 billion
pounds). This means the council will have
to choose between increasing the poll tax
each year, or making huge cuts in their
services. In Scotland, where they’ve
already had the poll tax for a year, their
poll tax went up by 12%.

Meanwhile, the Labour Party tell us
that we should wait for a general election,
then vote them into power. But the next
election wont be for at least a year, and
even if Labour win they've already
admitted that it will take them two years
after they're elected to get rid of the poll
tax. Can YOU afford to pay the poll tax
for three years? Do you WANT to? And is
it fair on the many thousands of people
who can't?

WE SAY THAT THE ONLY WAY TO SAVE
OUR SERVICES AND PREVENT PEOPLE
BEING VICTIMISED IS TO REFUSE TO PAY-
THE POLL TAX

IF YOU DECIDE NOT
TO PAY:

WHAT _flQfl_'I HAPPEN TO YOU:

You &Y_OLl2 get a criminal record that
might count against you in the future -
refusing to pay the poll tax is a civil I
offence, not a criminal one.

You 3y_Q_n1', be fined - fines were only
for refusing to register for the poll tax.

WHAT HILL HAPPEN TO YOU:

you that your whole year's poll tax must
be paid in the next seven days.
flm and can be safely ignored.

Now they can start pr0ceedinB5
against you. They will apply to the

After three months or so, they'll tell
I] . .

magistrate's court for a LIABILITY _
ORDER. This lets them do these things:

"‘ ASK YOU FOR INFORMATION:
whether you work, how much you earn.
your employer's name and address - stuff '
like that. If you refuse to tell them, you
can be fined.
* TAKE IT OFF YOUR BENEFITS by a
small amount each week. They need the
help of DSS workers’- many of whom are
involved in the anti-poll tax campaign - to
do this. Some branches of the CPSA (the
DSS union) have already voted not to carry
out this work, and it is likely that many
others will do the same. 'T
* SEIZE MONEY: FROM YOUR WAGES.
This is a very long process. In Scotland,
most employers are refusing to co-operate
with this, because it costs them money and
makes their employees angry.
* SEND IN THE BAILIFFS. In Scotland
so many people aren't paying that it would
take them 1_5_\geam to get round everyone
who refused to pay in the first year alone.
And so far not even once have they
succeeded in doing this, as people have
defended each other against them.
*IlV[PRISONMEN'l‘ for a maximum of
three months is their last resort. Despite
all their threats, it will take them at
least two years to get this far. And if
only half as many refuse to pay in this
country as in Scotland, that's 5 ITUHIOII
people - and the prisons are overcrowded
already. The courts can reduce or wipe
out debts instead - this already happens ,
with about 20% of rates arrears. We dont
think anyone will be jailed, because tens of
thousands of people are so angry that W6
don't think they'll dare to try it!
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