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THE LITTLE OLD WOMAN
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in the sunshine. First,ó there
was Strong-'-arm, at ýne healthy
boy, who cut down jtre.óes_f in"
the forest to supply his niotherf
with ýIe'"W<?Á.d- Here you may"
see himó , two, - g1f'e__3;*l>ói"ó
bundles, ó v_vhich"l_1e" óhas felled
from the forest close Then
there ' was ñPeter, ñWho h was
very skilful vv'ith'his_ hands and
ýngers ; he would vveave the"
young" and "supple ó osiers "into
the stranlgeste ó and i_prett_i,'est
shapes-ðmaking baskets . for
his mother and cradles for I his
little brojthersi ' and sisters."

' \

',WHO LIVED IN A SHOE

Mark was the i chief
gardener, and, helped
by q his brothers and
sisters, _ "watched the
growth of the vege-
tables and þowers in
the gerden. -Simon
tended the Sheep;
which he would take
to the ýne meadows
to nibble the grass,
andat evening; care-
fully bring" them
home to their nice
little shedthat Strong-
arm had built ; Tom
had care of the
Rabbits, and never
forgot to give them
fresh cabbage-leaves
everyday, he also
had charge of the
good-natured Cow;
Lizzy, the eldest sis-
"t'eór, milked it, and
fed the Cocks and
Hens, and gathered
the neW~- laid eggs,
so that every morn-
ing she could I-have a
number ;of them to
put on the table for
breakfast, and -made
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the butter andthe ýne
large cheeses. She
-also knew how  to
make bread, as also
~very light pies, pud-
-dings and custards,
and would often bake
nice cakes for her
good brothers, which
they had as a reward
when they did their
work well. It was
Harryôs task to bring
from the bubbling
and sparkling well,
sweet water for his
mother, and brothers
and sisters.
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It was Jennyôs duty to teach? the younger, children 3130 ~~1óBþd,
and this she did with great patience and careððthe youngest
ones -taughtby showing them nice pletllre l)001_iS- ~ Th6
Old Womlan was _c veryó industrious herself, ~ and; desired that
all her children should l'beó so likewise, for óshe knew that to be
clever and usefuló when ówe grow up, we must begin to learn
when we are young; ñIr must not forget "to .ment1on
the great dog Grim, who watched the e" house, and A kept
off danger  in tithe night -1~ by -his; ilouda; ,be;erl<.}Hg-_ - 1H6
always took his óstation by the Shoe, and a guarded a W611
the family in the 'cl'arkness., A-' "-brave fellow he was, -as



THE LITTLE 01.1) woman
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.  i   hid ien a large. savage Wolf Fame 01ñ
bvfas tliglcforistiwldndw seized one of the httle children
the frock. Grim  ran at  Fhe hvllsry anlllfglè a1ÄlI;iñÁ('fóT in
daunted, caught him by ; the tl1I'0%1èl3> 1'0 11% ,1 ~ ~ th
the ground; Strong--arm was near, Land, rushing; \lP0IlA-ft B
Wolf, .wi'-th hishetcl1e11,_ at one blowè skllled, 1?è to
this, he -hung, up thee. skin ._on -.a tree, as a W?è1'I11l1{Ä . ó
other .=eWolves.who Illlgllll. come; prowling 13l1Äl3.WaY- ~

è

óWHO 1-LIVED IN A SHOE.  233

In the morning,
when Strong-arm had
gone into the forest,
and when Mark Was
working in the garden,
and while .-Simon and
Peter were ' _ making
baskets or - tending the
Sheep, this Little Old
Lady would go forth to
the brook, with all her
younger children, to
wash the clothes. The
girls would P go into the
water and help a their
mother to è wash, whilst
Wþlie and Charleywould
lay out the clothes to
dry ; when this was
done, they were carefully
folded and carried home
in basketsby the boys;
thus everythingwas done
in óa neat and orderly
manner." ó '

Now, it was in this
way "l the Old Lady spent
her time, and in this way
she ruled .and taught her
children. 1 'It is certain
she would have-been as
happy as her youngest
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