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THE HISTORY

THE LITTLE OLD WOMAN

WHO LIVED IN A SHOE.

A LONG time ago, there lived in a valley at the foot of
a lofty mountain, A Little Old Woman. Her house was
close to the edge of:a deep, blue lake, and not far from
the borders of a great forest. A very strange house it was,
too, for it was no other than,an immense Shoe! Perhaps
you will wonder greatly that a Little Old Lady should
select such an abode. But it is quite true for all that.
And. perhaps you will wonder still more when you learn,
‘that this Little Old Woman found the Shoe not only large
- enough to live in herself, but also for a very large fammly -
besides. So many children had she, in fact, that, in the
words of the old nursery ballad, “she did not know what
to do” with them. / Ll s
- Though they dwelt in such a strange house, they were
by no means sad or unhappy. The Little Old Woman
was very fond of her children, and they only thought --
of the. best way to please her. The elder and stronger
~worked in the woods and fields, and the younger ones played




THE LITTLE OLD WOMAN

/

77

/, V24
T RCSTIRI T 0 ik et

" I\ : *

N

BN N :

'7//
VA

- o~
P 4
A P - = g g '//;"’, - " /”,— /’
LA A ) 7 ) =2 A o /
/% 205 s - .,
e LY VA4 A ILN4 4 /; /1Y
S Sy I y A g 7 "/
e «/"f) ’: 5 : / (ARSI R D -

\O/
V)4
u_//
TR
)\\
/ 7

/r
)

=z
/
J '/J/l / ’
4 ’,<,71‘.._“,f"' 7oK
4 (I F
5%,

/%«@/

7 ¥
b

’) ;’5 ‘
ft))

4

’ 7 f}?/
A
/ V)
{
.'/, 5",“ '
A{/ r‘/’/y

g
e
u’(l/ [
-’ I ;
b/
v/ /’//

74)))
- 917/
Y
7)

/
/7
9,7

IS
A7

N7
(,/

W

in the sunshine. First, there
was Strong-arm, a fine healthy
3 boy, who cut down trees' i
X . the forest to supply his mother.
- with fire-wood. Here you may
‘see him -carrying two - great’
bundles,  which he has felled
from the forest close by. Then’
there was Peter; “who was:
very skilful with his hands and
fingers; he would weave the
young - and ‘supple osiers ‘mto.
the strangest  and prettiest:
- shapes—making baskets for
his mother and cradles for ‘his
‘little brothers - and  sisters.

- Mark was the chief

_. by- his brothers and
sisters, ‘watched the

" fables and flowers in

. tended the Sheep;

- Lazzy, the eldest sis-
ter, milked 1it, and
~fed the Cocks and

-put on the table for
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gardener, and, helpéd

growth of the vege-

the garden. - Simon

which he would take
to the fine meadows
to nibble the grass,
and at evening care-
fully bring them
home to -their nice
little shed that Strong-
arm had built ; Tom
had care of the
Rabbits, and never
forgot to give them
fresh cabbage-leaves
every - day, he also
had charge of the

good-natured Cow ;

Hens, and gathered
the new-laid eggs,
so that every morn-
ing she. could have &
number -of them to

breakfast, and made '

22'
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the butter and the fine
large cheeses. She

.+also knew how to
“ make bread; as also

very light pies, pud-

dings and custards,

-and would often bake

nice cakes for her
good brothers, which
they had as a reward
when they did their

work well.

It was

Harry’s task to bring

from the bubbling

and sparkling well,

and sisters.

sweet water for his
‘mother, and brothers
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It was Jenny’s duty to teach the younger. children to -.read,
and this she did with great patience and care—the youngest
ones she taught by showing them nice picture books. - The
Old Woman was very industrious herself, and desired that
all her children should be so likewise, for she knew that to be
clever and useful when ‘we grow up, we must begin to learn
when we are young. I must not forget to .mention
the great dog Grim, who watched the house, and kept
off danger m the mnight: by his. loud barking. :He
always took his station by the Shoe,:and guarded well
the family in the darkness. A ‘brave fellow he was, as







































