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INTRODUCTION _
This pamphlet has been written and published by the MURRA Yó DEFENCE
COMMITTEE. It is a fact that for four days of the trial ofMarie and-Noel Murray
the Press were not allowed to report on the court proceedings and the public
are therefore unaware of what happened during that period. However, since
the Death Sentence was passed on the two Murrays there has been total silence
by the media on their case, except for an initial printing by the óIrish Timesô of
a statement condemning the sentence ofdeath. óHibernia Fortnightly Reviewô '
also printed letters condemning the death sentences and criticising the Special
Criminal Court. Both. these newspapers were promptly prosecuted by the state
and charged with Contempt of Court. Since then there has been silence. _

The setting up of the Defence Committee - its aims, its work, its patrons, its
publicmeetings, the prosecution of nearly all the founder members, have all gone
without a word ofpublicity. The wall of silence has been impossible topenetrate.
Theonly way the Murray Defence Committee has been able to inform thegeneral
public of their activities has been through leaþetting, posters and. public meetings.
Ifall of Ireland is to know that such a committee exists, then in this situation,
all ofIreland must be postered and leaþetted! ~
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Further, the Murray Defence Committee has received such harrassment and
intimidation by the police in Ireland, that we have had to -employ a solicitor to
defend us in the many court actions taken against members and supporters of the
committee. Prosecutions have been for such things as putting up posters and
walking on peace marches with leaflets calling for an end to the Death Penalty.
The legal fees incurred by these actions are substantial.

Finally, despite every possible attempt, through every possible channel, the
committee have been unable to get even ONE visit with neither Noel nor Marie
by any friend or person in Ireland. Noel ôs mother and father (both over 70) are
the only people allowed visit them. Nor have we succeeded in being able to get the
authorities to give them any of the hundreds of letters which have been sent to
them from at home and-abroad. This includes letters from Noel ôs brothers in England.
Since being sentenced to death on June 9th they have been kept alone, isolated
from other prisoners with no visits from friends or relations with the above exceptions,
and most important for them," they-have had no visit. with each other.
Noel has since withdrawn his appeal to the Supreme Court and now awaits execution.

The abovemay paint a depressing picture but despite all the obstacles and harrassment
the Murray Defence Committee has succeeded in establishing itselfýrmly in Dublin
and new committees have been formed in Belfast, Derry, Limerick and Galway. Also
there are many MurraylDefence Committees throughout the world including
Scotland and England. This pamphlet is an attempt to give the background, to the
Murrays and their trial in the Special -Criminal Court which resulted in their being
sentenced to death without a jury or a defence counsel. -

The Government could have reprieved the Murrays at any time since June 9th but they
are allowingó the long drawn out mental torture to continue to the bitter end. They
would appear to condone the most savage act of violence ofall - Death by Hanging
in a so-called democratic and civilised society 'ð- and torture as well.



Marie Murray (Mac Phillips)

Marie Murray was 27 when she was sentenced to death in the Special Criminal Court on
June 9th 1976. Her political career started 8 years before that when she joined the Republican
Movement in 1968. She was at that time employed in Roinn na Gaeltachta as a Civil Servant.
She was interested in the Irish language movement and was an active member of Conradh na
Gaeilge (during her detention on remand in Limerick prison she taught Irish to the other
prisoners in Limerick prison). During 1969 there was a very strongly supported Housing Action
Committee in Dublin and Marie was very active on this issue. Many people remember her
enthusiastic work in the Drimnagh/Ballyfermot area during this time. She was a member of the
Connolly Cumann of Sinn Fein and after the split in the Republican Movement in I970 she
went with Official Sinn Fein. She remained with them until 1973 when she resigned over
disagreement with changes of policy in the Official Republican Movement. During her time
wiþi the movement from 1970 to 1973 she was a member of the Dublin Comhairle Ceanntair
and was Finance Ofýcer of the Comhairle Ceanntair (Regional Executive) from 1971-1972.
She met Noel Murray during this time and they got married.
The other work she is most remembered for in the Republican Movement was her passionate
support for political prisoners. The photograph we show above of her marching to Cork
at Christmas 1970 to raise funds for prisoners in British Jails speaks for itself.
From 1973 onwards, although no longer a member of the Republican Movement Marie
continued to fight for the ideals which motivated her to become politically involved in the
first place - an independent socialist Ireland.
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Marie Murray selling óUnited Irishmanô in 1970. 1

NOEL MURRAY
Noel Murray was 26 when he was sentenced to death by the Special Criminal C0l11'Â 011
June 9th 1976. He was a metal fabripator and was employed in C.I.E. for several years.
He first became politically involved in 1966 when he Joined the Republican Movement. ,
In those days Noel was one of the few people involved in the movement in th_e 1
Celbridge area but he made up for it with hard work. He is well remembered nrthe
Kildare area for selling Republican literature and later on Socialist and Revolutionary
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literature. After the Republican Movement split i_n_1970 Noel went with Official
Sinn Fein and worked hard carrying out their policies. In 1971 Noel was arrested 011 H
picket outside the American Embassy which was protesting over Ainerican involvement
in Vietnam. He was arrested later on that year for_occupym_g Fianna Fail _headq11_aItBI8
over their failure to intervene in the Northern crisis at the time. During his time in the
Celbridge cumann he covered most of the Kil_dare area selling the United Irishman and V
is remembered in places like Naas where he did his reg_ul_ar paper round. _ 1;
He þien moved to Dublin where he met Marie Mac Phillips and later married her.
Both of them were in the Connolly Cumaim of Official Sinn Fein in the Ballyfermotl ,
Drimnagh area until 1973. Noel resigned at this stage over disagreement with changes
in the policy of the Official Republican Movement.
Since 1973, like_Marie, he remained p_oliti_cally active, attending protests about ,
prisoners conditions and repressive legislation contmuing to fight for his ideal
an independent socialist Ireland.
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1'2 charged with

daniagiiig flag

at U.S. embassy
Twelve young Dublin people

appeared on remand in -the Dublin
District Court yesterday on a charge
that last Saturday they wilfully and
maliciouslv damaged. to an extent of
not more than Ã200, the American
flag and the rope attached_to it.
when i-t was býlllg flown in the
grounds of the American Embassy
at Pembroke road, Ballsbridgþ.
Dublin. .
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Thc defendants are . Peter
Kavanagli, of Howth road, Scan O ó
Cionnaiih. of Coolock avenue, l a.
Nlairin dc Burca, of Wilfield road. llñ
Ballsbridge. Mrs. Nuala Monaghan, cc.
of St. Patrick's road, Walkinstown, lh
.\-lartin Gaffricy, of Lower -Q
Kimmage road, Gorenka Gaffneiy, t<I~
of Lower Ki-mmagc road, Fionnuala f
O'Connor, of Lower Barggot street, '
Tadek Ga]. of Lower Baggot street, _
Vladck Gaj. of Lower Baggot street,
Marie McMahon, of Pembroke
lane. Noel Murray. of Church road.
Celbridge and Columba Longmore,
of Foyle road, Fairview. .
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The case of Marie and Noel Murray

On Wednesday 9 Jun 1976 Marie and Noel Murray were sentenced to death by hanging on
the charge of the capital murder of Garda Michael Reynolds at St Aime s Park Raheny,
in the outskirts of Dublin on ll September 1975. Their case was heard in the
Special Crimmal Court which sat without a jury and was presided over by 76 years old
ex retired Judge Pnngle, who intoned the fatal formula: ñIt is the duty of the court
therefore, to order that you be removed to the prison in which you were last confined and
there to suffer death by execution in the manner prescribed by law on July 9 1976
and to be buried within the precincts of the said prisonò.

There have been two postponements of the hanging, the first imtil the 26 July when then
appeal agamst the death sentence was rejected by the Court of Crimiiml Appeal and the
second to 1 November 1976 when the Supreme Court is due to hear an appeal on narrow
grounds of the mterpretation of a clause in the Act which defines capital murder

When they were first sentenced in June of this year public shock was soothed by general
media comment that there was boimd to be a reprieve and inspired guesses that the
cabmet would recommend clemency. Liberals were encoiuaged by the precedent of Wilham
Whitelaw who when faced as Northem Ireland secretary in 1973 with the judicial
sentencmg to death of Albert Browne and Liam Holden, reprieved them both and went
on to abolish capital punishment in Northem Ireland when he introduced the package of
repressive laws known as the Emergency Provisions Act 1973. The sangunie faith m the
humanity of the Dublin government was well expressed by the editonal writer of the
Belfast Telegraph on Thursday 10 Jime:ð

It D85ñ-

ñThe Murrays will not hangò and
continued: ñAn execution would be
both counter-productive and repul-
sive. Yet the Irisli Republic's Gov-
ernment appears to think it is in
its interests to let the affair drag
on.

ñBut since no one who loo-ks at
the situation seriously could be
convinced of any intention to let
the hanging proceed ð- whatever
the-final decision of the courts ð
the ch-arade can add nothing to
Dub]-inôs well-deserved reputation
on law and orderó. Whether the
judicial processes are completed or
not, the Government must matte it
clear soon that there will be no
execution -- eithlr M this case or
any other."_ r
































