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“It is the duty of the
court therefore, to order
that you be removed
to the prison in which
you were last confined
and there to suffer
death by execution in
the manner prescribed by
law on July 9, 1976, and
to be buried within
the precincts of the said
prison”’,

Judge Pringle

President Special Criminal Court
9th June ’76




INTRODUCTION

This pamphlet has been written and published by the M URRAY DEFENCE
COMMITTEE. It is a fact that for four days of the trial of Marie and-Noel Murray
the Press were not allowed to report on the court proceedings and the public

are therefore unaware of what happened during that period. However, since

the Death Sentence was passed on the two Murrays there has been total silence
by the media on their case, except for an initial printing by the ‘Irish Times’ of

a statement condemning the sentence of death. ‘Hibernia Fortnightly Review’
also printed letters condemning the death sentences and criticising the Special
Criminal Court. Both these newspapers were promptly prosecuted by the state
and charged with Contempt of Court. Since then there has been silence.

The setting up of the Defence Committee — its aims, its work, its patrons, its
public meetings, the prosecution of nearly all the founder members, have all gone
without a word of publicity. The wall of silence has been impossible to penetrate.
The only way the Murray Defence Committee has been able to inform the general
public of their activities has been through leafletting, posters and public meetings.
If all of Ireland is to know that such a committee exists, then in this situation,

all of Ireland must be postered and leafletted! -

Further, the Murray Defence Committee has received such harrassment and
intimidation by the police in Ireland, that we have had to employ a solicitor to
defend us in the many court actions taken against members and supporters of the
committee. Prosecutions have been for such things as putting up posters and
walking on peace marches with leaflets calling for an end to the Death Penalty.
The legal fees incurred by these actions are substantial.

Finally, despite every possible attempt, through every possible channel, the

committee have been unable to get even ONE visit with neither Noel nor Marie

by any friend or person in Ireland. Noel’s mother and father (both over 70) are

the only people allowed visit them. Nor have we succeeded in being able to get the
authorities to give them any of the hundreds of letters which have been sent to

them from at home and.abroad. This includes letters from Noel’s brothers in England.
Since being sentenced to death on June 9th they have been kept alone, isolated

from other prisoners with no visits from friends or relations with the above exceptions,
and most important for them, they-have had no visit. with each other.

Noel has since withdrawn his appeal to the Supreme Court and now awaits execution.

The above may paint a depressing picture but despite all the obstacles and harrassment
the Murray Defence Committee has succeeded in establishing itself firmly in Dublin
and new committees have been formed in Belfast, Derry, Limerick and Galway. Also
there are many Murray Defence Committees throughout the world including

Scotland and England. This pamphlet is an attempt to give the background to the
Murrays and their trial in the Special Criminal Court which resulted in their being
sentenced to death without a jury or a defence counsel.

The Government could have reprieved the Murrays at any time since June 9th but they
are allowing the long drawn out mental torture to continue to the bitter end. They
would appear to condone the most savage act of violence of all — Death by Hanging

in a so-called democratic and civilised society — and torture as well.



Marie Murray (Mac Phillips)

Marie Murray was 27 when she was sentenced to death in the Special Criminal Court on

June 9th 1976. Her political career started 8 years before that when she joined the Republican
. Movement in 1968. She was at that time employed in Roinn na Gaeltachta as a Civil Servant.
She was interested in the Irish language movement and was an active member of Conradh na
Gaeilge (during her detention on remand in Limerick prison she taught Irish to the other
prisoners in Limerick prison). During 1969 there was a very strongly supported Housing Action
Committee in Dublin and Marie was very active on this issue, Many people remember her
enthusiastic work in the Drimnagh/Ballyfermot area during this time, She was a member of the
Connolly Cumann of Sinn Fein and after the split in the Republican Movement in 1970 she
went with Official Sinn Fein. She remained with them until 1973 when she resigned over
disagreement with changes of policy in the Official Republican Movement. During her time
with the movement from 1970 to 1973 she was a member of the Dublin Comhairle Ceanntair
and was Finance Officer of the Comhairle Ceanntair (Regional Executive) from 1971-1972.
She met Noel Murray during this time and they got married.

The other work she is most remembered for in the Republican Movement was her passionate
support for political prisoners. The photograph we show above of her marching to Cork

at Christmas 1970 to raise funds for prisoners in British Jails speaks for itself.

From 1973 onwards, although no longer a member of the Republican Movement Marie
continued to fight for the ideals which motivated her to become politically involved in the
first place — an independent socialist Ireland.
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Marie Murray selling ‘United Irishman’ in 1970,

NOEL MURRAY

Noel Murray was 26 when he was sentenced to death by the Special Criminal Court on
June 9th 1976. He was a metal fabricator and was employed in C.LE. for several years.
He first became politically involved in 1966 when he joined the Republican Movement.
In those days Noel was one of the few people involved in the movement in the
Celbridge area but he made up for it with hard work. He is well remembered in the
Kildare area for selling Republican literature and later on Socialist and Revolutionary
literature. After the Republican Movement split in 1970 Noel went with Official

Sinn Fein and worked hard carrying out their policies. In 1971 Noel was arrested on a
picket outside the American Embassy which was protesting over American involvement
in Vietnam. He was arrested later on that year for occupying Fianna Fail .hegdqu.arters
over their failure to intervene in the Northern crisis at the time. During his time in the
Celbridge cumann he covered most of the Kildare area selling the United Irishman and
is remembered in places like Naas where he did his regular paper round.

He then moved to Dublin where he met Marie Mac Phillips and later married her,

Both of them were in the Connolly Cumann of Official Sinn Fein in the B?llyfermot/
Drimnagh area until 1973. Noel resigned at this stage over disagreement with changes
in the policy of the Official Republican Movement. .

Since 1973, like Marie, he remained politically active, attending protests about
prisoners conditions and repressive legislation continuing to fight for his ideal

an independent socialist Ireland.
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