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il FOREWORD

Extract from the UK’s Sustainable Development Strategy, January 1994:

“Urban quality depends on the creation and protection of green space in cities, for
amenity and recreation. Decisions on alternative uses of open space should take into
account the needs of future generations, for once developed it is gone forever.
Everyone should have easy access to public open space, and deficiencies will need to
be make good as opportunities arise.”

The purpose of ‘Space to Breathe’ is to ensure that the city’s green spaces are treated
sustainably so that, not only are they there for present generations but remain available
for future generations to enjoy. The Strategy provides the framework for achieving
Agenda 21 objectives in relation to green space and will help establish a Local Agenda
21 for the city.

“Space to Breathe’ was produced by a team of officers as a joint initiative of the
Department of Leisure and Community Services, Development Department and
Design and Property Services Department. Initial consultation was undertaken in
parallel with consultation on the draft local plan and responses received were taken
into account in producing this strategy. The officer team responsible for the draft
strategy is as follows:-

Strategy Steering Group

Michael Williams - Director, Department of Leisure & Community Services

John Pell - Assistant Director, Sport & Leisure Management, Department of Leisure
& Community Services

Jim Taylor - Director, Development Department

John Lynch - Assistant Director, Development Department

Andrea Heinlein - Assistant Director, Design & Property Services Department

Strategy Working Group

Shane Neville - Development Department

Ian Vernalls - Development Department

Malcolm Mayfield - Department of Leisure & Community Services
Kathryn Oates - Department of Leisure & Community Services
Paul Hilgers - Department of Leisure & Community Services
Fiona Heron - Department of Design & Property Services




iil. SUMMARY

The purpose of this Open Space Strategy, which we have called, appropnately, ‘Space
to Breathe’, is to bring about sustainable management of Nottingham’s open space
resource. ‘Sustainable’ in this context, is ensuring that our parks and other open
spaces are not only there for current generations, but are protected and managed in
ways which ensure they remain available to meet the needs of future generations.

The whole ethos of this approach is embodied in the philosophy that parks and other
open spaces are there for people and are a major contributory factor to quality of life in
the City. In addition, it recognises that many of the features in parks and open spaces,
such as historic landscapes, views, ancient woodlands and other wildlife sites, are
either irreplaceable or extremely difficult to replace. Such features are valuable both to
the people who use and enjoy our open spaces and the plants and animals who inhabit
them, and should be preserved and managed so as to secure their long-term future.

Local Authorities are required to produce Local Agenda 21’s to guide the future
sustainable development of the areas they manage. ‘Space to Breathe’ will be used to
set and achieve Local Agenda 21 objectives in the City in relation to protecting green
spaces, involving local communities in the use, care and management of open spaces
and encouraging biodiversity through a range of wildlife habitats.

‘Space to Breathe’ is also about quality. It aims to ensure that open spaces are
provided and maintained to the quality appropriate to their use or function. This
ensures that resources are used most effectively and helps each type of open space
fulfil the function it is designed for.

The Strategy also contains a range of measures to help people use and enjoy parks and
open spaces. These range from promoting and publicising open spaces, to working
with communities through Community Wildlife Wardens and to a new, customer-
friendly Parks Ranger Service.

In summary, this strategy is for all us. It is for you and for your children. It will help
to make and keep the city a better place in which to live, work and play. That 1s the
basic message for the future.

Space to Breathe

“Space to Breathe’ consists of six separate sections. The first of these, ‘Why we need
a strategy’ . . . sets out the background, including the purpose of the strategy, the
history and importance of open spaces and progress to date. The second section details
‘The Open Space Resource’ with brief details of space types, land ownership and
management, protection, and provision of facilities. Section Three looks at the ‘Open
Space Issues’ ie problems effecting parks and open spaces.




Section Four sets out the ‘Objections and Policies’ for achieving the Strategy. Each
policy 1s explained, together with an indication of how it will be implemented. Where
relevant, the reference numbers of statutory Local Plan policies which will be used to

achieve the Strategy policies are also given.

Section five is the ‘Proposals Section’. This sets out, in detail, city wide proposals for
implementing the strategy and detailed proposals on an Area basis, with the City being
divided into eight Areas. For the City-wide and Area proposals charts showing the
profile of open space provision are also provided. There is also a list of
complementary strategies and initiatives which will be used to help achieve the Open
Space Strategy, and details of Management, Monitoring and Feedback arrangements.

The final version of the Strategy will also contain appendices which will include details
of the Open Space Resource and relevant Local Plan Policies.
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1 THE PURPOSE OF THE STRATEGY
1.1  The main aims of this strategy are to
* Promote the importance of open space and of its management in a sustainable way.

* Provide a more co-ordinated and integrated approach to making the best use of
spaces, leading to a quality service.

* Focus on community needs and aspirations on an area basis, in order to help people
use and enjoy open spaces.

* Secure the resources to manage, improve and promote the City’s parks and open
spaces and the linkages between them, in order to maximise their value to the
people of Nottingham.

The City Council is required to produce Local Agenda 21’s in respect of sustainable
development. The strategy which is titled “Space to Breathe” will make a practical and
tangible contribution towards the Local Agenda 21 objectives by involving local
communities in the use, management and care of open spaces and by improving and
extending the network of spaces. Encouraging biodiversity will form a key part of this
improvement process.

1.2 THE HISTORY OF OPEN SPACES IN NOTTINGHAM

The origins of today’s urban parks date back to the 19th century. At that time, many
people lived in crowded, unsanitary conditions, often in houses without gardens and
with little access to open spaces. This resulted in poor health, poor quality of life and
high crime rates. The Public Health Act of 1848 set out to change all this by enabling
councils to create municipal parks and other public open spaces in order to provide
healthy outdoor leisure pursuits by bringing pieces of countryside into our cities. As a
result of this, the City of Nottingham gradually acquired many fine parks and open
spaces including Wollaton Park, the Arboretum, Bulwell Hall Park and the Forest.

Nottingham has 3.2 hectares (approximately 8 acres) of space per 1000 population
which compares favourably with the 2.4 hectares (6.0 acres) minimum target
recommended by the National Playing Fields. Association. Table 1 summarises the
provision by space type and by the eight areas shown on Plan 1. In addition to the
public parks and recreation grounds there are significant other sites including
allotments, school playing fields, woodlands, private and institutional grounds which
provide over 834 hectares (2000 acres) of further open space. Private gardens and
incidental areas of landscaping collectively also contribute to the City’s green cover but
for the purposes of this study are not included.
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Note: Other space includes woodlands, institutional and private grounds

AREAS PLAYGROUNDS PARKS AND REC. OTHER SPACE* ALLOTMENTS | SCHOOL GROUNDS | TOTALSPACE | PLAYAREAPER | PARK PER HEAD
GROUNDS (1) TO (5 CHILD
No. |Areatha)| No. |[Area(ha)| No. |Area(ha)| No. |Area(ha)| No. | Areatha)| No. | Area(ha)| No.of | m2per |Totalpopl.| m2per
- children* | child head
! 23 5.6 4 164.7 16 70.7 6 14.7 22 62.1 71 317.8 10343 54 45413 36.3
2 21 4.3 5 47.7 19 31.3 9 143 14 48.2 68 145.8 7261 5.9 39540 1e.]
3 16 8.0 9 313.2 24 103.3 12 29.7 19 51.6 80 505.8 11077 7.2 49205 63.6 .
4 32 6.6 3 12.1 16 22.4 7 253 17 14.2 75 80.6 7958 8.3 37348 3.2
5 25 6.6 11 220.2 22 32.1 14 44 4 17 27.2 89 330.5 8126 8.1 38165 57.7
6 1 0.05 2 5.8 » 14 134 ‘ 0 0 - 1 0.2 18 19.45 920 0.5 7951 7.2
7 11 2.1 7 73.6 46 155.2 2 3.1 8 7.5 74 241.5 3314 6.3 18089 | 40.7
8 13 4.8 3 29.9 88 255.3 7 13.2 19 44.0 126 347.2 5362 9.0 27819 10.7
CITY 142 38.05 44 867.2 245 683.7 57 144.7 113 255.0 601 1988.65 | 54361 6.9 263530 32.9
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Nottingham overall has a wealth of open space, nature conservation, sports and
recreational facilities. It has 36 parks, 147 children’s playgrounds, and numerous sports
and recreational facilities. It also has a legacy of historic spaces and boulevards which
include Wollaton Park, The Castle, The Arboretum, Oaks and the Chase. Other unique
sites include the Hungerhills “green reservoir”’, The River Trent corridor, the
Nottingham Beeston Canal and the River Leen.

Another feature of overall open space provision is the diversity of ownership and of
management arrangements. Agencies include the City Council, County Council, major
institutions, universities and colleges, private organisations, the utility companies,
highways authorities, British Rail, voluntary organisations and other individuals and
groups. Responsibility for the upkeep and maintenance of public sites sometimes rests
with different committees. Inevitable priorities and spending programmes of different
agencies do not always coincide with each other. Nevertheless all of these agencies
have an important role to play in the provision and maintenance of open spaces in the

City.

1.3 THE IMPORTANCE OF OPEN SPACES

Open Spaces make a major contribution to the character, quality of life and image of
Nottingham as they:

@ help to provide the quality image which is a key factor in attracting visitors and
inward investment, thereby helping our local economy and helping to create jobs
for local people

@ constitute the city’s ‘green lungs’ by helping to combat pollution, are important
for their landscape and nature conservation interest and providing buffers
between land uses

& form an important part of the land use structure of the city and are part of its
cultural heritage, providing a sense of place

» provide important linkages between different parts of the city and the countryside
beyond

@ provide for a diversity of recreational needs from active sports to passive
relaxation

e provide the ‘feel good’ factor, the quality of life essential for combating the
stress of urban living

® contribute to self development and a healthy, varied lifestyle by providing
opportunities for play, keep fit, landscape and environmental appreciation and
the pleasure of enjoying and even cultivating plants



As we have already seen, Nottingham’s Open Spaces are important for a wide range of
different reasons. Unfortunately, many spaces are becoming increasingly vulnerable to
the combined threats of a lack of investment, vandalism and misuse, and development
pressures.

Given the importance of our ‘living landscape’, it is essential that it is safeguarded and
enhanced in order to benefit both present and future generations. This can only be
achieved if a new, strategic, sustainable approach is taken to the provision and
management of all our open spaces. Such an approach allows for sustainable provision
and management of our open spaces within the overall strategic framework of the
management of the City of Nottingham.



1.4 PROGRESS TO DATE.

Much has been achieved by the City Council over the last few years with
improvements to open spaces, additional open space provision and measures to help
people enjoy spaces. these have included:-

Children’s Playgrounds - A number of new playgrounds have been provided, often as
part of new housing developments. In addition we have, for the past few years, been
undertaking a major programme of improvements to playgrounds, including installing
new equipment, safer surfacing and dog-deterrent fencing.

Playspace Policy - Allied to the above we have introduced a playsafe policy at
children’s playgrounds with a safety checking and repair programme and a telephone
hotline for fault reporting.

Space to Play- We are also developing a playspace policy aimed at further improving
play opportunities in the City.

Nottingham in Bloom - For some years now our participation in the Britain in Bloom
competition has helped to brighten the City ad its parks with floral displays and has
promoted high standards of horticulture.

Woodthorpe Grange Nursery - To assist plant production for the above we have
installed a new glasshouse complexes which uses less peat-free composts and has a
Display House open to visitors.

Passport to Leisure - To enable all City residents, particularly, those on low incomes
to enjoy the facilities in our leisure centres, parks and open spaces we have introduced
‘Passport to Leisure’, a scheme which allows use f facilities at a reduced charge.

Sports Improvements - A number of all-weather pitches have been installed and we
have a team of Sports Development Officers dedicated to impressing and promoting
sporting provision.

New Open Spaces - In addition to new playgrounds a number of other new open
spaces have been provided. These include linear walkways along parts of the River
Trent and Leen, new community gardens, pocket parks and other local open spaces.

Improvements to Parks - Where possible we have undertaken improvements to our
parks including major refurbishment at the Forest, new position and extensive planting
at Bulwell Hall Park and new sports facilities at Southglade Park.

Waterside Improvements - We have undertaken a range of improvements to the
Nottingham-Beeston Canal, River Leen and River Trent.




Trees - We have undertaken numerous tree planting projects in streets, the City
Centre, parks and woodlands. To improve management of the tree resource we have
increased our staff from one to two tree officers and are progressively computerising
our work systems. A draft Tree Strategy has also been produced. This represents for
the first time a holistic approach to the urban forest.

Nature Conservation - We have adopted a Nature Conservation Strategy and within
this have defined and protected and are enhancing and promoting a City wide network
of wildlife sites for everyone to enjoy. To produce the Strategy we approved a Nature
Conservation Officer.

Access - To enable everyone to have access to open and later appointed an assistant in
order to assist with implementation.

Corridors to the Countryside - As part of the Nature Conservation Strategy and in
partnership with a number of other local authorities, the countryside commission,
National Rivers Authority and Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust we are creating access
routes, with associated wildlife, landscape and recreational improvements, along river
corridors and former railway lines to link into and from the wider countryside around

Nottingham.

10




SPACE TO BREATHE!

THE OPEN SPACE RESOURCE

SECTION TWO.

Section Two: The Open Space Resource. -

2.1 ST s IR ol R et e 7 i SN R
227 Iangd Ownetship and MAanaRement ......................coiie e sioins o tensin st
R T R SRR I R ot e T 1 e
200 N TOVIBIE QR IRCOIIES e e s

11




2. THE OPEN SPACE RESOURCE

2.1 SPACE TYPES

Major Parks

Major parks are those with a catchment area that is city-wide and beyond, with a value
to both residents and visitors, and are usually 100 acres or larger. There are five major
parks comprising Bulwell Hall Park, Wollaton Park, University Park/Highfield, The
Forest Recreation Ground and Colwick Country Park.

District Parks

District parks are those large enough to serve one or more districts. These include
Bulwell Forest, The Arboretum, Southglade Park, Clifton Playing Fields and Clifton
Central Park.

Local Parks

Local parks are those which primarily meet local needs within a small catchment area.
These include Lenton Recreation Ground, Lenton Abbey Recreation Ground,
Sycamore Recreation Ground and Radford Recreation Ground.

Local Open Space

This comprises a range of open spaces including those within housing estates, roadside
verges, amenity grassed areas, tree and shrub plantings and hard landscaped areas.
Such open space often makes a positive contribution to the visual appeal of areas and
to quality of life and provides opportunities for informal play.

Children’s Playgrounds

There are 147 children’s playgrounds throughout the city offering a range of play
opportunities at local level. Several are specially designed for integrated use, including
use by children with disabilities, 32 playgrounds are on parks and the remaining 115,
are located within housing estates.

Allotments
There are 58 City Council allotment sites in Nottingham, comprising 3273 plots.

Approximately 77% of these are in use at any one time. There are also 4 private sites
with a total of 371 plots.

12




Wildlife Sites

The city has a comprehensive network of wildlife sites, reservoirs and corridors
situated on parks and other open spaces. The network comprises 6 wildlife reservoirs,
3 wildlife corridors, wildlife links and stepping stones, 82 biological Sites of
Importance for Nature Conservation and 35 geological Sites of Importance for Nature
Conservation.

Open Space Corridors and other Routes

The major wildlife corridors are also major open space. corridors and offer scope for a
range of wildlife, landscape and active and passive leisure opportunities. The key
corridors are the River Trent, River Leen and Fairham Brook.Other routes which have
scope for a range of opportunities include disued railway lines the Nottingham
Beeston - Canal.

School Grounds
There are a considerable number of school grounds in the city. These contain open

spaces which are primarily used as sportsfields, but offer scope for landscape and
wildlife enhancements and dual use of facilities.

Private Open Spaces

Private open spaces range from those around institution grounds to sportsfields and
gardens.

Gardens
Gardens, both private and tenanted, are a major space type. Although they are not

‘open space’ in the sense that there is no public access to them, they provide much of
the city’s plant and animal diversity and contribute greatly to people’s quality of life.

13




2.2 LAND OWNERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT
Public Open Space

This currently comes primarily under the City and County Councils, but also includes
Hospital Trusts and Universities.

a) Nottingham City Council

owns extensive areas of public land including the City’s 36 parks, most of the
playgrounds and allotments and wildlife sites and much of the Open Space
corridors.

b) Nottinghamshire County Council

owns school sites, libraries, grounds around ambulance and fire stations etc.
c) Others

The City Hospital, the Queens Medical Centre, Nottingham University and

Nottingham Trent University also own extensive areas of open space within
their grounds and campuses.

Private Open Space

This often has no public access. In addition to private gardens, it consists primarily of
the following space categories:

a) Statutory Undertakers and Utilities

This includes land owned by British Gas, the Electricity companies, Severn
Trent and the National Rivers Authority. Although some of the land has public
access, much of it does not. However, in many cases, it contributes to the
visual ‘green image’ of the city.

b) Institutions
These include private firms, sports clubs etc. Again, such areas often make a

positive contribution to the open space resource by providing either a visual
amenity, habitat for wildlife, or sporting/leisure opportunities.

c) Private Individuals

Most of the land owned by private individuals is gardens, although some other
areas of land, including several wildlife sites, are privately owned.

14




2.3 PROTECTION

The Open Space Network

Statutory Protection for the Open Space Network is provided in the City of
Nottingham Deposit Local Plan. All spaces over 3 hectares are protected by policy
R2 whilst spaces under 3 hectares are protected by policy CD1(d).

Wildlife Sites

These are statutorily protected by policy CD28 which also protects wildlife reservoirs
and corridors.

Conservation Area Status

A number of areas within the city are also designated as conservation areas due to their
historic townscape character and this also confers a degree of protection on spaces in
such areas by placing constraints on development.

TPO’s

Many privately owned trees, which make a significant contribution to the city’s

character (and also some publicly owned ones) are protected by Tree Preservation
Orders.

Other Measures

A wide range of measures can be introduced effectively and in complementary ways to
maintain and improve open spaces through positive action. This is the key to effective
protection of spaces. These include the Green Charter, Green Partnership,
promotional activities, the use of planning conditions for development and appropriate
legal agreements and other related strategies for example the Nature Conservation
Strategy.

1




2.4 PROVISION OF FACILITIES

Passive Leisure

All of the City’s parks and some open spaces provide for passive leisure opportunities
such as just sitting and relaxing in quiet surroundings, enjoying floral displays and
watching wildlife.

Ornamental Features

These include floral bedding displays in parks, traffic islands and city centre areas and a
range of gardens such as those at Newstead Abbey, Wollaton park, the Arboretum and
Clifton Central Park.

Wildlife Areas

The wildlife network has many sites which are accessible to the general public and
where wildlife can be enjoyed and appreciated.

Active Leisure: non-sporting

The city’s open spaces offer scope for a variety of non-sporting activities such as
walking, cycling, picnicking, dog walking and informal play.

Sporting Opportunities
Sporting opportunities are catered for at a range ofspaces, Sports provision includes

football pitches, cricket pitches, 3 18-hole golf courses, 2 pitch-&-putt courses, tennis
courts, bowling greens, coarse fishing lakes, trout lake and windsurfing. -

Allotment Gardening

The City Council provides a range of sites many of which are run by associations on
behalf of the Council. There are also a small number of private sites.

Events in Parks

The City’s parks play host to a range of events of various sizes ranging from major
events such as the Heineken Music Festival and the Inland Boat Show to local
community events and wildlife fun days.

Historical Features

Our parks and other open spaces also reflect the city’s history and contain preserved
buildings such as Wollaton hall and the stable block at Bulwell Hall Park. History is
also evident along areas such as the River Leen where the remains of former industry
may be seen.

16




Animal Herds

Wollaton Park, one of the city’s foremost parks, contains herds of red and fallow deer
as well as a small herds of white cattle and of donkeys.

Access Routes
Most open spaces have good road access. Pedestrian, and where appropriate, cycle
access is also being developed, including (where practicable) access for people with

disabilities, in order to ensure everyone is able to enjoy our open spaces.

Access routes are currently being developed primarily through the Corndors to the
Countryside Project and the River Leen Strategy.

Visitor interpretation
Interpretative panels are located at some city sites and a few leaflets are available.

Visitor comfort facilities

Most parks have public toilets. Cafe facilities are provided at Bulwell Hall Park,
Wollaton Park and the Forest.

17
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31 OPEN SPACE ISSUES

Introduction

Much has been achieved by the City Council over the past decade in providing new
playgrounds, footpaths and cycle paths, sports facilities and a range of other
recreational facilities throughout the city using Capital Programme and Urban
Programme resources. More recently, European funding, outside grant aid and private
sponsorship has also helped us to undertake a variety of projects. A wide range of
initiatives are currently being pursued. These include city-wide playground
improvements, the Nature Conservation Strategy, the River Leen Strategy, the
refurbishment of the Forest Recreation Ground, the Corridors to the Countryside
Project and many others.

Although these improvements have done much to enhance open space in the city, they
“have generally been implemented as discrete elements rather than as part of a city-wide
strategy and so they have been mostly unable to address or resolve the key issues
facing our open spaces. These are detailed below:

Piecemeal erosion as a result of development

Over the past few decades there has been a piecemeal erosion of open spaces
particularly of amenity space within housing estates and of private sports grounds.
These sometimes coincide with areas already deficient in open space and their loss
places greater pressures on remaining spaces and facilities. The dwindling supply of
land for new development within the City boundary will inevitably increase the
vulnerability of existing open spaces, particularly those perceived and as under used or
neglected. | |

Lack of Investment

Many of our Victorian parks and other open spaces have suffered from under-
investment and are now in need of major refurbishment. This is increasingly difficult to
deal with as cutbacks in public expenditure and central government funding will affect
future investment.

There is considerable scope for improving and refurbishing existing parks and open
spaces throughout the City. More detailed suggestions are contained in each of the
area profiles.

Under-utilisation

‘Certain open spaces, notably non-City Council playing fields and some allotment sites
are under-used. There is scope for rationalisation, improvements and alternative

recreational uses.

19




Left over space

Some open spaces are under - valued because they are perceived as ‘left-over space’.
This is a problem exacerbated by poor layout, design and subsequent maintenance.
There are many instances, especially in the large, open plan estates, of small open
spaces which are poorly conceived in terms of function, defensible space and ease of
maintenance. Such spaces may have considerable wildlife value or may offer scope to
create new play or recreational facilities. This is particularly important in areas of the
city deficient in open space. Unfortunately, however, so-called left-over spaces are
particularly vulnerable to development pressures.

Fragmentation

The provision of and maintenance responsibilities for different types of spaces, both
public and private, is fragmented. The priorities of different agencies and departments
do not always coincide with local community needs. Fragmentation precludes strategic
decision-making, makes it harder to secure resources and to maintain spaces overall in
a coherent and efficient manner. It also reduces the likelihood of the City’s green cover
being managed in a sustainable way, and increases the risk of spaces being lost to
development.

Inappropriate design and layout

Poor quality development, inappropriate or inadequate design and other changes in the
landscape can adversely affect the quality and character of open spaces and the open
space network. Poorly thought-out schemes can also create problems by making
future maintenance more difficult and consequently costly.

Lack of information on user needs

There is a lack of available information on the usage of individual open spaces and of
the extent to which these spaces are meeting a full range of local community needs
including the needs of under represented groups. There is an urgent need to build up
area profiles and overall customer satisfaction/needs assessments to help identify local
City wide priorities for action.

Lack of information on the open space resource

We lack sufficient information on the open space resource in the city. For example,
what is the total open space resource? Who owns what land? How is the land used?
What improvements are needed? What scope is there for change? Where 1s there no
scope for change? What problems and issues do we need to resolve? This information
must be available if we are to effectively implement the open space strategy.

20




Deficiencies in open space provision

There are deficiencies in the distribution and quality of available open space. This
affects both inner city areas and some of the outer housing estates especially those with
a high proportion of young unemployed. The major deficiency City wide is not for
equipped playgrounds but multi-use locally accessible open space. The main areas of
deficiency taking into account both distribution and provision per head are as shown
on Plan 1.

Aspley

Basford

Bestwood

Bulwell, Parts of West and East
Byron

Clifton West
Forest

Manvers

Park (New Lenton)
Portland

Radford

Sherwood

A more detailed picture of each area with figures for individual wards are contained 1n
the area profiles in Section 5. Each profile includes a table and a plan to show the
location of spaces.

Many of these deficient areas, especially the inner city but also outer areas such as
Aspley and Highbury Vale, tend to coincide with the least opportunities in terms of
new sites and limited joint use options. With the exception of sites like Stanton Tip at
Cinderhill the provision of most new open spaces are dependent on new development
or redevelopment taking place. In the short term there are few opportunities for new
sites compared to actual demand.

Lack of new sites

With the exception of sites like Stanton Tip, the provision of most new open spaces are
dependent on new development or redevelopment taking place. In the short term there
are only few opportunities for new sites compared to actual demand.

Vandalism, misuse and community safety

Vandalism is an increasing problem which costs many thousands of pounds annually in
repairs and ruins enjoyment of many open spaces. Misuse ranges from litter and
rubbish tipping to burning-out or dumping stolen vehicles, theft and threatening or
attacking oth