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If the activities of anarchists in the west have been over-
shadowed and overwhelmed by those of opportunistic politi-
cians and premature revolutionaries, those of their Asian
comrades have been almost obliterated. The experience of
Asia in the first half of the 20th century, where the pre-
dominant trend was the nationalist struggle against foreign
control, demanded that revolutionaries of all creeds pool
their resources in the fight against imperialist domination
This has made it difficult to assess the range of political
activity which took place in each individual country. In
China the movement was upstaged by the communist party,
following the success of the revolution in Russia; in Japan
the assumption of the trappings of a bourgeois state after
1868 created social-democratic trends in the labour move-
ment very early on; in Korea, efficient control by the Jap-
anese occupation authorities after the 1910 annexation drove
most political activists out of the country to Japan and
China, where their energy;particularly that of the anar-
chists, often merged with that of the local movement.

Nevertheless, taking each country individually, there was
much more variety of political belief than is immediately
visible. Anarchism was an important element in all three
countries. Many of the Chinese intellectuals who later
founded the Chinese Communist Party had originally been.
anarchists, and the labour unions organised by Mao Tse-tung
in his native province in the 1920s were in fact built on
existing anarchist ones. The first intellectual to declare
himself independent of the pacifist and Christian tendencies
in Japan was the anarchist Kotoku Shýsui, while the Oriental
Socialist Party (founded in 1881), Japan's first socialist
organisation, was comprised largely of anarchists and was
heavily influenced by the Russian Narodniks. Koreans exiled
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in Japan formed many anarchist and anarcho-communist groups
among students and workers, many of the latter tending to-
wards syndicalism, although the tenacious nationalist fost-
ered by forty years of rule by Japan persuaded_many anar- -
chist groups to attempt to work within the political struc-
ture. i

Part of the reason for launching Libero International has
been the belief that the facts about the energetic liberta-
rian history of Asia should be marshalled and made available
for Western as well as Asian comrades. Much of the histor-
ical material will be based on translations of existing
materials in Chinese, Japanese and Korean. At the same
time, we will try to bring together the general threads of
the Asian situation by producing chronologies; summaries,
book reviews, biographies, and so on. .

Libero International will not be entirely given over to his-
torical material, however. As a general rule, we will try
to divide historical and current material on a fifty-fifty
basis, on the principle that although the struggle for human
dignity now being waged throughout Asia is of crucial impor-
tance to a world free of political, racial, economic and
psychological oppression, it is equally essential for liber-
tarians to become acquainted with the history of that strug-
gle. Much of the current material will come from Japan,
where this magazine is being produced, and where most of our
contacts are. For information from other parts of Asia we
rely upon comrades to write to us and tell us of conditions
where they are active.

By confining the above notes on Asia to the three countries
of China, Korea and Japan, we don't mean to invite any as-
sumptions, but simply to express the limits of our knowledge
and experience. Once again, we look forward to hearing from
comrades with knowledge or experience of historical or cur-
rent struggles in other parts of Asia. The primary focus
of Libero International will be on libertarian movements
broadly defined, both historical and current.;

Other things which Libero International hopes to achieve
are, first, an annotated list of the few available English-
language writings on Asian libertarian movements; second,
to keep abreast of publications in Asian languages and, by
summarizing or reviewing them, make their contents more
internationally available; and third, to introduce the act-
ivities and viewpoints of local libertarian groups to non-
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Asian readers. Yet again, we rely on the cooperation of
comrades to let us know about English-language materials and
to send us information about local activities in Asia.

' - O -O O O O

CIRA-Nippon is a federation of autonomous libertarian groups

dence (SfIC), which is a small group of comrades living in
the Osaka-Kobe area. As the name suggests, the SfIC works
as the communication link between domestic anarchist groups
associated with CIRA-Nippon, and various groups outside Ja-
pan. To achieve its aims of enhanced international communi-
cation, understanding and, hence, solidarity, the SfIC has E
three main functions: '

0 to deal with the day-to-day correspondence between
groups outside Japan and CIRA-Nippon;

0 to publish news and materials concerning the anarchist
.. movement in Japan and East Asia; andi
0 to translate or summarize published materials received

from outside Japan so that they may be made more read-
ily available to our comrades in the movement here.

Publication of Libero International is meant to achieve the
second aim. We are hoping that libertarian publications
outside Japan will agree to an exchange of literature, to
help us in achieving the third. Materials which are new or
largely unknown in Japan will be summarized, translated,
etc., by SfIC, after which they will be sent to Fujinomiya
to become part of the CIRA-Nippon collection (see introduc-
tion to CIRA-Nippon in this issue). We hope thatcnnrfriends
overseas will be interested in not only receiving Libero In-
ternational and what other pamphlets and materials as we may
produce, but will also help us in making information relat-
ing to their theory, practice and experience as widely a-
vailable in Japan as possible.

Our present plan is to publish bi-monthly., Future issues
will probably be about the size and format of this one.
Sole editorial responsibility for the contents lies with
the Editorial Collective of the SfIC, the publisher. Cor-
respondence relating to the contents, requests for further
information, subscription inquiries, or letters dealing with
other matters relating to the anarchist movement in Japan
and Asia, should be addressed to the SfIC, whose address ap-
pears on the back cover. A is
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On May 4 l9l9 some JUOO Peking students aemonscrateu in pro-
test against the Chinese government's acquiescent attitude
towards Japanese expansionist pressure. This incident was
not the beginning of the May 4 Movement, but the key which
unlocked the door to a succession of strikes and boycotts,
social turmoil, and an intellectual revolution which even-
tually changed the face of modern China. y
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Fierce nationalism, inspired by opposition to the 200-year
rule of the Manchu Ch'ing dynasty, W09 3 tran5PareUt Vicñ
tory in the revolution of l9ll which overthrew the alien
rulers and established the Republic of China. The events
which followed, however, including two imperial restoration
attempts within six years, the control over party politics
assumed by a succession of military warlords, and the ab- "
ject failure of attempts to rally opinion for a Second Revo-
lution, showed alltxm>plainly that nationalism was not the
cure-all which many intellectuals had thought it to be.

Events outside China provided a violent contrast with her
.own situation. On the one hand, Western democracy was dis-
credited in the eyes of many intellectuals by the Paris
Peace Conference of l9l9è at which, despite Woodrow Wilson's
political idea7iSm, the Great Powers firmly reasserted their
preðwar colonial policies. On the other hand, the success
of the October Revolution in Russia, followed by the ill-
fated but still meaningful revolts in Hungary: Finland: Geró
many, Austria, Bavaria and elsewhere, showed the potential



 .

Of popular,upEiSihgs.'5At the same time? August 1918 saw the
violent óRice Riots"in Japan, while Korea experienced them
jnarch lst Incidentô, a popular nationalist uprising against
Japanese rule, in 1919. ~In March 1919, again, the Third
Communist International was organised and its first World
'Congress held in Moscow. :These events did not go unnoticed

It is important not to exaggerate the numbers of Chinese
materially affected by or even aware of these international
developments. In order to understand the social environment
in which the May 4 Movement took place, a brief note is
necessary. In the first place, some 80% of the Chinese
people were illiterate, the vast majority of these being
peasants. Rural China changed little as a result of the
1911 revolution. For 2000 years rural society had rested
on a foundation of political and economic control by land-
lord-officials over a subservient peasantry in various sta-
ges of economic distress. The rise of the military, how-
ever, and the regular civil wars which subsequently raged
back and forth over the Chinese countryside, caused the
deaths of millions of people. As the rural economy sank
inte~a process of rapid decline, landless peasants were
forced to join warlord armies or bandit gangs, or in many
cases to flock to cities like Shanghai and Peking to pro-
vide cheap factory labour. The last, although numbering .
only a million or so in 1918, played a major role in the
strikes which succeeded the May 4 Incident.

China's predominantly agrarian economy had begun to change
during the late 19th century as a reaction-to imperialist
pressure. Yet native industry had little chance to expand
because foreign-manufactured goods of lower price and su-
perior quality were constantly being dumped on the market
through the many one-sided agreements forced upon the weak
Chinese government. with World War I, however, and the
preoccupation of the West with military production, China
obtained a breathing space. 'Native production, especially
in light industry, grew rapidly from 1914 to 1920. Invest-
ment moved from the countryside to the cities; joint-stock
corporations and modern banks began to appear, while capital
concentration and the growth of an urban economy quickened.ñ "
Merchants,-always a despised group in Chinese society beð A
cause of their nonðproductive character, transferred their
operations from the hinterland to the cities with the en+'
cduragement of the new Chambers_of Commerce. Their new in-

..ó _- -

'5 llissno INTERNATIONAL-1 JANUARY 1975 6 9 \..

terest in national rather than local markets made them a
significant political element, and many came to support the
aims of the May 4 Movement. In particular, the increased
influence of Japan and the return of the other imperialist
powers after the war made the merchants and industrialists
anxious about the future. _

The intellectual revolution which provided the initial im-
petus for the May 4 Movement also grew out of this process
of change. The principal reason for China's ability to
maintain her social and political system virtually unchan-
ged for two millenia was the fact that her intellectual
premises were never seriously challenged. After the Opium
War with Britain in 1840-42 had demonstrated the irresis-
tible physical power of the West, a movement grew up around
the principle that while China's traditional learning and
institutions were superior to those of the West, in order
to protect them China needed to learn Western scientific
methods and technology. Military defeat by Japan in 1894-
95, however, followed by the lessons of the post-1911 res-
toration attempts and Japan's gradually increasing encroach-
ment (it should be remembered that Japan herself, in 1868,
had, in the name of the óMeiji Restorationô, completely
remodelled her society along Western lines, an example which
Chinese intellectuals found difficult to ignore), convinced
those who were aware of this process that mere transplan-
tation of laws and political institutions was not enough.
The ónewô intellectuals now claimed that not only should
Western methods and ideals be fully introduced, but also
that China's traditional philosophy, ethics, social theories
and so on should be subjected to a total reexamination and
remodelling. In other words, what they were seeking was an
entirely new culture for China. Although they numbered
only some ten million in 1919, these intellectualsô con-
tacts with modern Western civilization had increasingly
alienated them from traditional Chinese orthodoxy. Given
the current state of affairs in China, it was inevitable
that they would come to represent other casualties of
social change in a kind of ócrusadeô to save China.

The feelings which eventually gave rise to the óMay 4 Move-
'ment' were first ignited in 1915, when Japan forced upon
China her '21 Demands'l for political, economic and mili-
tary concessions. The day of the signing of the agreement,
May 7, was thereafter designated as óNational Humiliation
Dayô. However, the most appropriate definition of the pe-



riod covered by the movement is probably 1917-21. Midway
through the period came the May 4 Movement itself; before
this date certain ónewô intellectuals had concentrated on
putting their ideas over to the youth and students of
China} in the second phase the success of their efforts was
shown by the launching of an all-out attack on tradition
and conservatism, and the broadening of the movement from
students and intellectuals to the merchants and industrial
workers. The movement has thus been classified variously
as patriotic, cultural, literary and political. In fact,
it was all of these in one.

The effects and achievements of the May 4 Movement were far-
reaching. In the short term the movement secured the dis-
missal on June 10 of the three officials responsible for
the pro-Japan policy, while later the Chinese delegation to
the Paris talks refused to sign the peace treaty which gave
Japan control over part of the Chinese province of Shan-
tung. Long-term results were even more significant. The
first was the total discrediting of the old traditions and
ethics, their prestige never to be completely restored.
Worship of the old became (sometimes over-credulous) enthu-
siasm for the new. This process was aided by the second
result: the adoption of the vernacular language as the
medium of written communication, in place of the tradition-
al convoluted style, meaningless to the uninitiated, which
had kept China's millions in their place for 2000 years.
Subsequently, the creation of a new literature based on hu-
manitarianism, romanticism, realism and so on, the rapid
development of the press and public opinion (in the cities,
at any rate,) and the growth of popular education including
industrial training, all served to transform the intellec-
tual atmosphere of China.

1

In social terms, also, great changes took place, such as the
decline of the traditional family system and the slow spread
of marriage based on free choice (as opposed to that pre-
arranged by the families); the assertion of young peoplesó
rights, traditionally denied in China; and the establishment
of coeducation and the consequent rise in the status of
women. , _

Economically, the May 4 Movement both grew out of and con-
tributed to the process of agricultural decline and urban
expansion in modern China. The rise of absentee landlords,
peasant unrest, increased political activities among urban

7 ' LIBERO INTERNATIONAL

dwellers, and gradual strengthening and politicisation of
the labour movement all reflected the chain of events of
which the Movement formed a part.

Finally, the political effect of the May 4 Movement was to
bring home to political leaders the potential of the common
Pe0Pleè especially the young intellectuals (in the broadest
sense.) The degree to which this lesson was learned is well
demonstrated even today in the persistence of ótwo Chinas',
one of which has been able to relate successfully to the
common people. Both the establishment of the Chinese Com-
munist Party and the reorganization of the Kuomintang (the
Nationalist Party) as a broad-based party followed within
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