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Ml here We're AT

with No. 2. Like someone said once, when you decide you want to
put out a new paper, you first decide what you want it to be,aim
for it in the first issue, and usually miss by miles Then the
second time you take better aim, get a bit closer, and so on. W
think we got closer in this second issue to what we originally
planned to do, which was to present a libertarian perspective on
Asia, past and present: in a word, "to protect the future by open
ing up the pastñ.

Phew! After a constipated couple of months, we finally made it

0 I Q . e

For the past two centuries or so, Asian history has been the con-
stant casualty of successive rewriting attempts. First came the
western imperialists, under whose guiding hand educated Asians
came to date the birth of their history and culture to the day
when the "long ships", "black ships" etc. first appeared on the
horizon. The mental distortions which this myth created kept the
great mass of the Asian peoples in check for more than a century
with a few exceptions, such as the Korean anarchist/nationalist

historian, Shin Chae-ho).
Nationalism, much maligned though it is, was the strongest wea-
pon with which to fight the corrupt, semi-feudal regimes foisted
upon the people by their colonial-educated elites and their white
masters. Stifled in the beginning by the subtle process of cul-
tural imperialism (recently displayed in the carrying-off of
Vietnamese babies to the US), it found a voice in the post-Lenin
programme for colonial liberation. However, instead of freely
encouraging nationalist feelings, this programme ultimately sub-
ordinated them to a precisely mapped-out future. "Nationalism"
meant "bourgeois nationalism", through which the aspirations of
the great mass of the people were again stifled in the interests
of the Kremlin.
The corollary to all this was that, just as the pre-liberationrýs-
tory of the peoples of Asia began with their colonization by west-
ern imperialism, so the history of their struggle for liberation
began with the founding of the CPs in each country. China, Korea
Indochina ð-all are victims of this process. Before the event,
there was only chaos; from that time the light shines at the end
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of the tunnel. All ruling elites, in Asia as elsewhere, seek to
Justify and whitewash their acquisition of power, fearing the a-
venging wrath of history.
Thus Asian history, already one re-written, was re-re-written-ð
yet still with a view to obscuring the truth in the name of pre-
ordained destiny. The Asian anarchists were but a tiny minority
of those affected by these successive master-plans for cultural/
political hegemony, yet their experience was typical. what we'll
be trying to do in Libero International is, among other things,
to set the historical record straight, to document the roleiaf the
Asian peoples themselves in their fight for freedom and dignity.
"T0 protect the future" means to destroy the myth that only thru
the all-seeing eye of the CP can Asians view the road ahead.
"Opening up the past" means showing that the Asian peoples exist-
ed long before the imperialists arrived, and began struggling a-
gainst the foreign yoke long before the party line told them how
to do it. Confidence in the past creates confidence for the fu-
ture. -
0n the other hand, this is not to advocate some minority position
which denies the facts of life in Asia today. The dominoes are
falling neatly into place ð-SE Asia is "going comunist" (as we
type this, PRG soldiers are marching into Saigon), and anarchists
must be very clear about where they stand. "Neither Washington
not Hanoi!" was the rallying-cry of the 60s. This slogan is out
of date. An anarchist society will not be created overnight,
least of all in Asia, where a "w0rkers' state" led by the CP is
a very likely outcome of all the liberation movements for some
time to come. For authoritarian Marxism is a logical outgrowthcþô
capitalism; it sustains and exploits the mental contortions gene-
rated by "free competitionñ.
The CPs in Asia not only would not, but could not create a liber-
tarian society in an area devastated by high explosive,defoliated
by super-insecticides, de-humanized by population control measu-
res, and now, most probably, to be de-stabilized by CIA intrigue.
However, what they have achieved, through calling upon the power
to resist of the people themselves, is the most important revo-
lutionary task in Asia today: the discrediting and expulsion of
Amerikan neo-fascist imperialism. Western anarchists who do not
recognize these facts only perpetuate the West's inherent blind-
ness towards Asia. The Marxist liberation movements in Asia to-
day, in the post-Amerikan (Amerikan military, that is ð-the CIA
is far from defeated) era, must be given critical support, justas
the Russian anarchists initially supported the Bolsheviks. when
they begin to turn the revolution back on itself, however, as the
Bolsheviks did, they must be attacked and exposed without fail.
This demands, as Kropotkin said, that we not onlv talk about rev-
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olution, but actively prepare ouraelves for the work to be done
during the process, particularly economic work. It also demands
that we understand the importance of nationalism for popular mo-
bilization in Asia. In a future issue we mean to put together a
more comprehensive treatment of this question, probably the most
important one facing anarchists in Asia today. For the moment,
though, the short biography of Shin Chae-ho should provide food
for thought.  

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO H

Anyway, like we said, it was quite a strain to get this issue out.
The four of us in the collective have all had various things to
keep us busy ð-one was in Korea, another in Europe. we've also
been flooded with letters ð they're piling up, too. Horst of all,
the Yasaka coop, mentioned in the Korea article in this issue,wms
totally burned out last month. Everything was lost ð-farm build-
ings, personal things, clothes, even cash. A lot of work isgo-
ing to be needed to get it back to normal, and an appeal has gone
out for cash here in Japan.~ So please be patient if the ñbi-mon-
thlyñ sometimes stretches the time limit a bit.
we forgot to say last time, Libero Int'1 costs 20p/50Â per single
copy; Kl.20/$3.00 for a "year's" sub (6 issues). Institutionsó
rate is double, to cover the losses we make on selling cheap to
individuals. "Governent agencies" get hit for El/K7 in the UK,
and for $2.50/l5.00 in the US. Prices.in other areas available
on request.
we also made some cock-ups last time ð-some through carelessness,
some through translation problems, some just because we're still
learning ourselves. These are listed at the back. Since we'll no
doubt make more mistakes, this will probably become a regular fea
ture.
A lot of people were late getting No. l. This is because the air
mail rates are just too heavy for the price we want to sell the
magazine at. That goes for people who wrote for samples too ð-a
bit of patience, 'hif you don't mind. Since there iÄ_this great
time-lag between mailing and delivery, we'll continue to send free
to all the addresses we have until the next issue. People who
don't respond by then will not receive any more ð-our lists are a
bit out of date, and we can't afford to keep mailing out free un-
less it's in exchange. Although our main aim is free exchange, we
need to sell as many copies as possible to keep going in this for-
mat. PLEASE SUBSCRIBEII
One more thing: when you send us bread, please don't send cheques
f~they cost too much to cash here. Send either money orders or
Just plain old cash. DON'T LET THE BASTARDS RIP US OFF!!

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOQOOOO

continued on p. 37
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FEDERATION ISSUE IN JAPAN (1)

One way or another, few anarchists in Japan these days are ableixi
ignore the current debate over the need for a new national organi-
zation. The ball was first put into play two years ago by young
Kyoto activists who then, last summer, suddenly issued a program
and statement of principles for the new organization they advoca-
ted. The clearness with which these two drafts were set out sug-
gested a great deal of preparation, and most people were taken by
surprise. Once they recovered, however, the issue ofanarchists'
attitudes towards organization in no time became the central one
within the Japanese movement. While not everyone supported the
suggestion, few people were left untouched by the succession of
arguments which exploded everywhere.
what was it that made young Japanese anarchists, almost without
exception, throw themselves into this discussion despite the sud-
denness with which it emerged? The answer lies, beyond a doubt,
in the current low ebb in anti-establishment activities in Japan,
and the need which most people feel for a basic re-evaluation of
the anarchist movement's fundamental tenets.
In the imediate aftermath of the voluntary dissolution of the
Japan Anarchist Federation (JAF) in l968, discussion of forming a
new national organization was sporadic and uncoordinated. Once
the heady days of the late 60s / early 70s passed, however, and
the anarchists entered upon a period of circumspection ð the "per-
iod of winter", as they call it ð-voices again began to be heard
urging the rebuilding of group relations: in particular, the re-
construction of the national federation. The realization that the
"summer" had not been fully exploited (see below) made these voi-
ces the more strident.
At the centre of the new movement were the óJapan Anarchistsó
League Preparatory Committeesó in the Tokyo, Nagoya, and Kansai
(Kobe-Osaka-Kyoto) districts. Their minimum suggestions were,
first, concrete contacts between Tokyo and the provinces; and se-
cond, a national information centre.
In this three-part article we'll summarize the proposals of the
preparatory committees and the criticisms that have been made of
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them, describe the progress of the new movement to date, and fin-
ally add some notes of our own. First of all, however, in this
first part it'd be useful to look back briefly at conditions be-
fore and after l968, for the arguments surrounding the recent re-
vival of the national federation issue can be said to date back to
JAF's self-dissolution in that year. Hence the main theme of the
arguments coming from the preparatory committees has been the old
JAF and the situation which it left in the wake of its disappear-
ance.

"THE SITUATION PRECEDING JAF'S DEMISE IN 1968

1. JAF's Political Railure
...

The best English-language source on the recent circumstances of
the anarchist movement in Japan is Tsuzuki Chushichi's article
óAnarchism in Japanó in A ter & Joll's Anarchism Today (see óNow
Read On...ó in thisissueg. The paper is brief and to the point, .
especially in its evaluation of the post-war movement. After
quickly dealing with pre-war conditions, Professor Tsuzuki then
focusses on the anti-war activities launched by students and local
citizensó groups all over Japan in the 60s and 70s. In particu-
lar, he makes the important point that, while these did not call
themselves anarchist movements, they should be recognized as hav-
ing been highly anarchistic in their aims and methods. In choos-
ing to lay the stress on this area, Tsuzuki accurately reflects
the post-war development of the Japanese anarchist movement.
After the war, Japanese Marxists, skilfully riding the waves of
óPotsdam Democracyó, succeeded in seizing the lead of the labour
amd social movements, and quickly turned them to their own pur-
poses. The anarchists, meanwhile, missed the bus, failed utterly
to expand their support, and never neared achieving anything which
might truthfully have been called a real movement. Despite the
vigorousness of the labour and student movements in those early
years, very few anarchists took an active part, and it must be con-
fessed that what few activities they did promote were largely in-
effectual. The one exception was their work in the pacifistnnove-
ment ð such as the Japanese branch of war Resisters International
ð-yet this bore little relation to the dominant trends of the
time. '
JAF, for its own part, concentrated on putting out its bulletins,
and one would have been hard-put to pinpoint any concrete activi-
ties amongst its isolated and scattered groups of members (except
however, for a few in the Tokyo, Nagoya and Kansai regions).
Meanwhile, social conditions in Japan, and the overall trend of
the Left in general, were changing dramatically.
In common with developments in the rest of the world, the violent
confrontation policy of the Japan Communist Party's (JCP) immed-
iate post-war days was bankrupted by the events in Hunganyin l956
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and the international criticism of Stalinism which followed. The
myth of the CP as the pre-ordained vanguard of the revolution cra-
shed. The effect on Party members and on the Japanese Left in
general was catastrophic. The first indication of the new state
of affairs was the eruption in l96O of the AMPO (Amerika-Japan
Joint Security Treaty ) struggle ð the first great popular out-
burst in post-war Japan.
JAF, unlike most other revolutionary organizations, was left far
behind by the rapidly accelerating rate of change. For the anar-
chists, this new criticism of Stalinism was already a fundamental
part of their programme. The repression in Hungary should merely
have confirmed their arguments: the opportunity was a golden one,
but did they exploit it? Far from it ð-JAF completely underesti-
mated the traumas which the events had sparked off among the Marx-
ists. As a result, when the anti-AMPO struggle broke out, JAF
took no part, and members ignored it as they threw themselvesinto
their own local activities.
Criticism of JAF's obvious impotence began almost at once. "JAF
is just another group; while it may claim national boundaries, it
has absolutely no meaning as a federation. Ne should concentrate
on our own local activities and ignore it." Views of this sort
were commonly held ð-particularly among the Kansai members ð-and
were voiced as early as the autumn of l953 in a speech entitled
óOn Rebuilding the Federation, and the Present State of the Move-
mentó, delivered to that year's National Conference by the dele-
gate Yamaguchi: -
"we have an elaborate programme for current activities, but have
never considered how to put it into practice. We have an ideal
set of principles, but they remain unrealized. we have a few mem-
bers dotted around the country ð-most are simply names on the re-
gister who make no real contribution; others are just sympathizer
types, whose allegiance we can never rely on. Then there are a
few "old" anarchists who, if you run across them, give you a lit-
tle money "for the cause" and chat a bit, and finally the young
ones who, no sooner than they become mebers, withdraw again.
with only these people to call upon, cooperation between local
branches has become comatose. Instead, we have a few scattered
efforts, and that's the lot.
"On the positive side then, what do we have? Nell, we have an
irregular bulletin, Anakizumu; and then we have sporadic, unplan-
ned meetings which nobody pays much attention to..."
while JAF thus amounted to little more than a political contemp-
lation circle, there were in fact some who wanted to make it into
something more, such as the same delegate Yamaguchi:
ñSince the federation is no more than a circle, why don't wejust
face facts and reorganize it accordingly? I don't mean that we
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should destroy the federation ð-it is what it is, 50 We Simply
acknowledge the truth by changing both the form ofhthe úP9ú"lúý$%_
tion and our own attitudes accordingly. Ne have t ree as S-
ber one, to face the facts; number two, on the basis of these t
facts, to make a clearcut decision as to what direction we wang (J
go in; and number three, after considering concrete measurescent_
take us in that direction, to agree amongst ourse ves _0 cgaent
rate the strength of all members of the federation o imp
those measures." [quoted in Mukai Ko yamaga T8131, P 17 1
Consequently, in l962, just as people were beginning to assessuthe
meaning of the now-finished anti-AMPO struggle,_JAF at last amen-
ded its principles to state specifically: JAF is not a movemen
organization", but a "study group on theory and ideology .h ew
practical changes followed, however, as this merely made t ename
fit the facts.
On the other hand, unforeseen consequences were to follow. What -
ever the principles it laid down for itself, just the name óJapan
Anarchist Federationó gave the impression of a revolutionary org-
anization engaged in practical and useful activities. Hence many
young people drawn to it for this reason were quickly disillusio-
ned. Behind the decision to turn the federation into a pure study
group had been the desire to prevent disillusionment_with the fed-
eration by reducing the gap between theory and practice. By re-
taining the name óAnarchist Federationó, however, the effect was
to destroy people's faith in anarchism itself, as well as in JAF.
2. The óNew Left" in J®pþþ

- - ' ' ' he anti-The l960-l97O period witnessed a new flowering within t_ _
establishment movement of the Japanese.Left. Mostds19?lflEP2Eti_
was the growth in the late 60s of the non-sect ra 123 sTh_ was
Stalinist militants opposed to the h@9@mÁOY Áf thÄ J - óS 1
the principal factor distinguishing the first anti-AMPO strugg e,

00 I r 0- O 9' ' . . ó
Q

_ u on h t b onfused "Zeng&|<uYóen," óHIE N6|_f.ói0nEll Un'|Ol'i Of JGPBHESQ

ggggentszeahigh was guchiIg ofethe 60s and played no role in this new struggle. Althozgh
it continued in name, after the first anti-AMPO struqgie 9"d@d I" ?ýf$gt6róÄÃig;%?3nZaZ;ET
was fragmented and fell apart. Moreover, Whlle ZEOQB UTE" W65 B 5 9 9 ~
ky6t6 should rightly be regarded as a movement-

Some comm-les have ,j~i=>ó f"oJuce=l 4 71' PQJQ
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peaking in l960-ð which was led for the most part by the establi-
shed (ie, JCP-dominated) Left ð-from the second, aimed at prevent-
ing the renewal of the Treaty in l970. In fact, this second phase
was no more than one aspect of a broad popular movement emerging
simultaneously on several fronts.
The movement at that time comprised a union of students, particu-
larly the n0nðJCP radicals, unde[_the banner of the 'Students'
Joint Struggle Committeeó (Zenkyoto), and the group representa-
tive of the anti-war sentiments strong among the Japanese people,
the óCitizensó Committee for Peace in Vietnamó (Beheiren). The
studentsó tactic, that of making each university a separate
"storm centre" of the revolutionary struggle, had a great effect,
one which continues to this day even though the movement itself
has entered a quiet phase.
BEHEIREN
In the mid- to late 60s, Beheirengroups were born all over the
country, and immediately began to initiate local struggles to era-
dicate local grievances through their own efforts. Nhile they
recognized people like Oda Makoto, the first to advocate a citi-
zensó movement, as their theoretical and practical leaders, this
anti-war, anti-JCP popular movement was certainly not one to allow
itself to be led by the nose. It was a genuine social movement
capable of drawing in all people living in Japan, free of domina-
tion by either the labour movement or the students.
óCitizensô groupó was simply a generic term to apply to a whole
multitude of spontaneous popular activities. when activists de-
cided to come together to give their spontaneity some kind of
"movement form", therefore, the idea of an óorganizationô was
strongly resisted. ñBeheiren is born when we ourselves declareit:
sol"; "Not an organization, but a movement!" Consequently, Behei-
ren existed so long as there was an active movement involving its
members in their own local struggles. Since that movement hasit-
self disappeared because of the new conditions in Indochina, Behei-
ren too has been dissolved.
Beheiren was like a breath of fresh air to the Japanese Left, its
style something completely new in the history of popular movements
in Japan. In its dependence upon horizontal relationships, based
on a nationwide mutual consciousness of solidarity in the same
struggle, it was a manifest criticism of the centralized organiza-
tions hitherto dominant on the left. In the Beheiren movement,we
caught a glimpse of the kind of solidarity which only a free fed-
eration could achieve.
The characteristics of the Beheiren movement may be listed as
follows:
l. Rejecting the óleaders and ledó syndrome, it stressed the spon-
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