W\ “IF VOTING COULD
CHANGE THE SYSTEM
IT WOULD BE AGAINST
THE LAW > SUBSCRIBE

TO BLACK FLAG!”

o
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AN ANARCHIST!
And you may well be — but a pretty tongue-tied oné if you don’t read BLACK
FLAG and learn what is going on in the international solidarity movement or

read its articles and reviews on anarchist theory — not Marxist or Pacifist or any-
thingohebutAnarchhtbwhlchinsphemﬂmnuinmmyputsofthewoﬂd

It has been described as sectarian (correct), romantic (correct too, no doubt),
prejudiced (incorrect), but never of being dull . . . if it can’t be witty and inform-
aﬂveitpreferstoakipaninne

TheaeQuizquutiomuearegulufutmeinBLAClFuG whichhnotonly
read by anarchists — the Press quotes from us, asks our advice and (along with
the police) attacks and misrepreseits us. But you can find out for yourself
for the price of a modest sub (£3.00 per 12 issues). Why not send off now for
a sample copy (s.a.e., please)!

BLACK FLAG serves another purpose too. It inlot only a paper putting over
the anarchist point of view. It is the bulletin of the ANARCHIST BLACK CROSS,
an international aid organisation to show solidarity with libertarian and class-war
prisoners. The sale of the paper sustains that work which is why it always carries
an<nmmwhdengdeﬂch&knpﬁetheﬁunthatnﬂnuﬂpﬂmmuldhlandJknuukmu
cover the actual cost of printing and production: administration comes free — no-
body. gets any salary from it and, on the contrary, some pour their work-packets
.intmteverywooktomtﬂlodeﬁdt—butthcnighhnmhposupwhwqmy
mionth builds up inexorably.

‘The sale of this book is an attempt to bridge the gap. Womdcvoﬂn;anromuo
from it to bridge the postage gap on BLACK FLAG — which is our only lifeline to
keep up the work of the Anarchist Black Cross

Simian Publications, Over The Water, Sanday, Orkney, KW17 2BL
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The Anarchists in
London 1935-55

A memoir of anarchist activity from the mid-thirties to the present day, with appendices on the movemen|
in Scotland and Wales, illustrated, cover illustrations by Flavio Costantini, £1.00 (plus 15p p&p).

(ISBN 0 904 564 12 6)

THE MAN AND HIS WORK

Albert Meltzer has been described
variously, in books ranging from a
biography of the actor Sir Lawrence
Olivier to one of Buenaventura Durruti
as a ‘‘trade union official”’, “boxer,”
“professor,” and “‘auto-destructive
artist.”> Could anyone believe all to be
the same man? And as a matter of
fact they aren’t. Born in London in
1920, Albert Meltzer has been a com
mitted anarchist since the age of
-~ fifteen. Soon after his becoming
.. involved with the anarchist movement
s — though perhaps not directly because
of it! — Civil War and revolution broke
_out in Spain, plunging him into
- building support in Britain for the
fighters of the CNT—FAI. In 1937 he
produced The Struggle, first of the
many anarchist journals he was later (o
help produce or edit. During this
period he was also engaged in rent strikes
and the movement for workers’ councils
With the outbreak of the 2nd World
War he worked with Vernon Richards,
Marie-Louise Berneri, Tom Brown, el ,
on the paper War Commentary which
later changed its name to Freedom.
Throughout the war years he helpad
| b PR e mm cdit both War Commentary and
S ~ Workers in Uniform, and was secretary
ALBERT MELTZER | to the 2nd Anarchist Federation. As

a soldier in Egypt at the close of the war he took part in the creation of soldiers’ councils in Cairo -
a revolutionary episode the full story of which still remains to be told. A |

Albert Meltzer helped to organise the re-constituted London Anarchist Group in the immediate
post-war years and formed the Union of Anarchist Groups; became editor of The Syndicalist (1953)
and, together with Albert Grace and Philip Sansom, formed the Anarcho-Syndicalist Committee,
later working with the group publishing Cuddon’s Cosmopolitan Review and later became The
Black Flag Group. The return to Britain in September 1967 of Stuart Christie, after serving three and
a half years of a 20 year prison sentence in Spain for involvement in an attempt against the life of
Franco, led to the formation of the Anarchist Black Cross. The ABC and Black Flag Group combined
forces soon after, publishing the monthly Bulletin of the A.B.C., and later changing its name to
Black Flag in 1970. Throughout this period Albert Meltzer has been involved closely with the inter-
national activist movement, helping libertarian prisoners throughout the world with the Black Cross
as a means of building active international solidarity and an effective activist Anarchist International.

Besides The Anarchists in London 1935-55, he has published (with Stuart Christie) The
Floodgates of Anarchy (an exposition of anarchist ideas) and his more recent work The International
Revolutionary Solidarity Movement : First of May Group which provides a detailed study and analysis
of the origins and development of the revolutionary anarchist movement in Europe from 1945 to
the 1970s. In addition he has authored numerous pamphlets including The Origins of the Anarchist
Movement in China, The Bonnot Gang, The Origins of the Workers Councils in Germany, as well as
keeping up a continuous flow of articles in numerous libertarian journals throughout the world and an
unbroken record of public speaking spanning forty years. |

Albert Meltzer is without doubt one of the most controversial and outstanding figures in the British
anarchist movement today. The Anarchists in London rescues half a century of anarchist activity
from obscurity, providing the first inside story of its victories, defeats and unknown heroes. After
more than forty years of struggle he is still in the front line.
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Questions and Answers from the Anarchist paper
Black Flag compiled by Albert Meltzer

Also by Albert Meltzer:

The Floodgates of Anarchy (with Stuart Christie)
The Anarchists in London 1935-1955

. . A 7/
The International Revolutionary Solidarity Movement: v

A study of the origins and development of the revolut-
ionary anarchist movement in Europe 1945-1973 with

particular reference to the First of May Group and the 1. What English pub is named after a professing
Angry Brigade Anarchist?

The Origins of the Anarchist Movement in China

-

W

2.  What Paris Metro station is named after a
prominent Anarchist militant?

3. What British Anarchist founded a daily
working-class newspaper?

4. Which Prime Minister said, ‘““After all, the

First published 1976 by Simian Publications Anarchists are right — the poor have no country ™
Over the Water, Sanday, Orkney, KW17 2BL

Cover design by Phil Ruff 5. What English M.P. (Liberal, later Labour) always
Typeset by Cienfuegos Press claimed to be a “philosophic anarchist” (and
Printed by Anarchy Collective sponsored some of Emma Goldman’s meetings
ISBN 0-904564-14-2 in the 20s)?

6. Who threw a bomb in the French Chamber of
Deputies?




10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15,

What Prime Minister was known as ‘‘the father
of anarchism’"”

Which Essex town was the centre of anarchist
activity until the police took advantage of
Regn. 18b (wartime measure against fascists)
to turn the militants out of town?

What anarchist editor of a daily newspaper was
executed for insulting God?

Insp. Basil Thomson, of Scotland Yard, did in
fact name the suspected “‘Peter the Painter’

(the alleged Anarchist of Sidney Street). Who
did he think he was?

Which current Head of State was a frequent

visitor and speaker at anarchist meetings in
London?

In which country did active proletarian
revolutionaries dress in drag?

Name the son of a British general (himself

an army officer) who trained Connolly’s
Citizen Army — an Orangeman and Republican,
anti-Catholic and anti-Imperialist, later a

Communist, who left the Party while fighting in
Spain and became an anarchist.

Moscow has an anti-God museum. Which town
in Western Europe had one first, and what
happened to it?

What best-selling romantic novelist of the 20s

was activein the British Anarchist movement
in the 30s and early 40s?

16.

17,

18.

19;

20.

21.

s 8

What, specifically, have Francisco Ferrer,
pioneer of secular education, and Buenaventura
Durruti, railwayman, now in common, apart
from both being anarchists who have almost
entered Spanish folklore?

Karl Marx often accused his Russian opponents
(not only Bakunin) of being in relationship
with the Russian police. What was his own

“relationship” with the Prussian police?

How is Mrs. Lena Jeger M.P. (Lab.) connected
with the assassination of the President of France?

Soon after coming to power, Hitler interviewed
a well-known German Anarchist. Who, w
and in what circumstances?

Who was (and by whom) described as:
(a) the anarchist prince

(b) Queen of the Anarchists

(c) King of the Anarchists

(d) the Anarchist Duke

(e) the anarchist capitalist?

British film star of the 20s and 30s united with
Conservative M.P. for Tottenham in movement
against aliens and American films; later, in
Hollywood, he ran a private army to “fight
anarchism and the revolution” if it arose. Who?

What have the following in common:

Lord Palmerston, Prime Minister; Peter Kropotkin,

anarchist; Baron de Rothschild, banker; Sir
Strafford de Redcliffe, “our man in Turkey’;
and Prince Albert, the Prince Consort?




3.

24.

. 3

26.

2T

28.

29.

30.

31.

What is Adolf Marx famous for saying?

Which special constable enrolled ““in defence
of the Constitution’ against the Chartists in
the great Kennington demonstration later
became dictator of his own country?

What geographical affinity has London’s Unity
Theatre with the history of anarchism?

What have (a) Frankenstein, (b) the bride of
Frankenstein, to do with women’s liberation?

Which internationally-known South African
M.P. represents a ‘““Hollywood-dream” con-

stituency with an all-wealthy all-white electorate
including many millionaires?

Name the Hungarian rabbinical student who
became in turn a Protestant clergyman/German
political police agent/English M.P. suspected

of being a German spy in World War I/Buddhist
monk/pioneer of British Fascisti.

To which party did James Connolly (now claimed
by nearly every Irish left-wing fraction) really
belong, and which did he try to start in Belfast?

Which two French kings ‘‘never oppressed their

people, expected no taxes, had none imprisoned
unjustly, and have neither war nor massacre on
their consciences?”

Which Hollywood star abused Goebbels so
violently (after he was in power) that he was
“shocked at the obscenity of the language”’
and which producer said sycophantically that

this was “untypical’’ of Hollywood reaction
to the Nazis?

33

33.

34.

35.

36.

31,

Is there a street in Moscow named artier the
anarchist Peter Kropotkin?

What has the Eastman Dental Hospital in
London’s Gray’s Inn Road to do with anarchism?

Where in London can you find a statue to an
Anarchist’s mother-in-law?

Which wealthy dilettante, momentarily
attracted to more or less anarchistic ideas as

a student, wrote a book wittily attacking the
institution of marriage — to find to his embar-
rassment that it was reissued thirty years later
when he became Prime Minister — with no
reference by the publishers to his views being
changed or the distance of time when it was
written?

How did Mohandas Gandhi’s pacifist and
nationalist views stand the test of World War 1?

Some 50,000 trade unionists marched, in 1972,
from Tower Hill to Pentonville Prison to demand
(successfully) the release of five dockers. In the
steps of which historic demonstration were they
treading as they surged down Caledonian Road?













































































































