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what does anarcha-feminism mean to you?
-

“Basically when I strip it down, anarcha-feminism to me means resist-
ing and struggling against oppression and hierarchy. Anarcha—feminism
is revolutionary. It seeks to transform the whole of society, and banish
all oppressions. It recognizes that oppression isn’t something that just
happens out there, it happenswithin us, we oppress and are oppressed,
and these oppressions can be seen and felt in every aspect of our lives
fromour relationship with ourselves and others all the way through to
national and international politics, economics and culture. There are at
hierarchies and a result, oppression everywhere. Anarcha-feminism helps
me understand my life in a political way. It enables meto understand
where other people put me on their own particular personal hierarchy,
where I place myself on the hierarchies I create and where the state and
society places me as a white, working class straight, able-bodied woman
who is also a mother”.

“V/hat distinguishes anarcha-feminism from other forms of feminism
is the recognition that reformist politics is disempowering. We can-
not look to a sexist, racist, homophobic, anti-woman state and legal
system to grant us freedom, we must take it ourselves and create new,
anti-oppressive and anti-hierarchical ways of living, being and organis-
ing. Anarcha-femintism enables us to regain power and autonomy, to
think outside the box, and to act in ways that are new, revolutionary
and empowering. Anarcha—feminism rejects outdated ways of being
and doing. It is creative and radical. Anarcha--feminism educates me
about the power I have as an individual acting as part of a community.
Anarcha-feminism rejects tradition and stereotype, anarcha-feminism
allows complete individuality while showing the value of collective ac- t
tion. Anarcha-ffeminism teaches that we alone have the power to affect
our own lives, that as women we can take direct action on amicro and
macro level to transform our lives and the lives ofwomen around the
world. Anarcha—feminism is a vision of what the future could look like

~
|

-and it’s a vision worth fighting for. Anarcha-feminism is about freedom,
a freedom to be whoever the fuck I am or want to be, a freedom to de—
cide without interference what is best for me and my family, a freedom
to dress how I want, to do what I want and to be valued for what I do.”

-1 ' '

“ I’m_so glad to have found anarcha-feminism. Anarcha-feminism has
given me so much and helped me to realize the value -of myself and my
actions and the power that I have as one person in a world of 6 billion.
Capitalism will be smashed, patriarchy will be destroyed, oppression
will cease to exist; anarcha-feminism is the future and the way.” I

“a thoughtful but relentless questioningof authority and power, one
which seeks to create a world where all may live in freedom”. e

4

“self-determination values ones right to make choices about one’s own
body and life, or a community’s right and access tomake choices about
their livelihood, who they are, how they want to organise themselves.”
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“llm an anarchist and a feminist. l want to see this society
 completelychanged, l want to see a new world based on

equality, mutual aid and co-operation, without rulers or ruled,
without exploitation, and with much more leisure and love

created on the smouldering ruins of this shitty old world. And
to take up an old slogan: ‘There will be no revolution

without women ’s’ liberation; there will be no
i women’s liberation without revolution ”. -
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what do we mean by ‘feminism’ and y‘patriarchy’?
1: ' ' 1

“A feminist is someone who recognises patriarchy as a structure and as 1
force which exists within society and is working to, or recognisesthe
need to, change it or get rid of it.” I . I - 1 1 ,1

‘.‘Feminism is basically the recognition of a system of male domination
in our hierarchical world (‘patriaichy’), -and fighting against it with ideas
and actions”. I  1 t . 1  

“Women have been denied control over their own lives, have been 1 y
owned by their fathers, husbands and children. Women have been de-
nied access to knowledge,education and to position of power. Women I
have been talkedof and treated as sexual" objects and they have -always ,
had male myths surrounding them and limiting their self-recognition.
Women have been abused and killed. All this just for being women,
andlor notfollowing the ‘rules’ of gender, all throughout history.”

“Patriarchy is still going strong. Capitalist society is dependent on
hierarchies, and male domination is particularly useful when it comes
to helping people internalise the concepts of government, property and
power. And, as a bloke, even ifyou feel fucked overby your boss you V
can still go home and exercise your own authority over yourwife.” '

, 1 1

1 . 1-

“Feminism as Ia movement to end sexist oppression directsour attention
to systems of domination and theinterrelatedness of sex, race and class

1 an '-oppressron . I 1 - 1 1 my "
1

“Feminism is a struggle to end sexist oppression. Therefore, it is neces-
sarily a struggle to eradicate the ideology of domination that. permeates
western culture on various levels, as well as a commitment to reorganis-
jing societyso that the self-development of people can take precedence
over imperialism, economic expansion, and material desires. Defined j
inthis way, it s unlikely that women would join feminist movement
simply because we are biologically the same. A commitment to femi- -_
nism so defined would demand that each individual participant acquire
a critical political consciousness basedon ideas and beliefs.” - bell hooks
‘in ‘FeministTheory:frorn margin to center’. ' 1

1 1 '

what makes anarcha-feminism
different to other feminisms?

J ' _

“There are many kinds of ‘feminism’ + as anarchists we’renot, j
interested in asking the State to sort things out. We believe in self-

Fwd. hOhPsrarieh- that We vars Capable.
i‘1:1.55;:FE5255%€E§;j§§i€i§;?Ef&?i§£55Fii§;§§z?§!§5€§i§§§E%i§%€§§;§i§¥?;?§§§§§iIéi§i§;§E§§§EiE§§§E?i§?§§§§§;§i§E§;§€§&§i§€§i§%iE§Eéié?§§§§§§§“ @5252;gizizi252%;;§§&§e};;;;;§;§;j":j;""""j;;2§%€§§;§;;;§§:I' "@5552;-';;§;§&§§§%%f:§§ii1igggggiiiiii;;§§;§i;g§§i§;%;§;§;i§' Q?§§§§§;i:Es=e§;;;Ei=;;z§ ;;,;§2;-;-;;;;;-;=.-1,
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I why notjust ‘anarchist’?  

“Anarchism aims to abolish hierarchies, with the belief that everyone
should have equal control and say in what directly affects them”.

For a long time Iive experienced sexism within the anarchist move-
ment, it disappointed me loads, and went against everything that I I ~
thought anarchism stood for. It almost put me off being an anarchist p A

at

altogether. This Wasiuntil I met other anarchist women, we got chatting,
and found out we felt thepsame way. As my confidence as an anarchist
rose, and my feminism took hold, my disappointmentturned to defi-
ance: how can you call yourselves anarchists and beso blatantly sexist?!
Lo and behold: an anarcha-.-feminist was born!” I i I I

n

“Iris often claimed that anarchism, for example, is essentially feminist
anyway, and there is no need for women’s organisation: ‘come the revo-
lution, we shall all throw off our shackles and ta-dal Women shall be
free, too’. Thatis bollocks. Even if its State institutions are burnt down,
the patriarchal behaviour and attitudes that we have internalised will  
persist, they wonit go awaylovernightf’ I . I p. ' t _

“i did find widespread homophobia, lesbo-phobia, and trans-phobia but
that’s another story. i also found huge ignorance of non-white cultures,
lack of understanding about childcare, ignorance about sexual assault I
and rape survival, ignorance about disability and accessibility, and a lot
of bullshit about class, as well as some horrific (to me) attitudes to men-

antal health and addictions. Y i i " I T I I -

“I feel alienated a lot of the time — unable to use my voice sometimes  
because there are always louder male voices than mine. the subtle
way men control things. I have had friends who have been sexually
abused by anarchist men too and the ‘community’ has done nothing I
about it. Because many times men protect men, women protect men -- c
so who isleft to fight for women?” T t ' I

“S0 long as women arenot free, thepeople are not free”.
F .

I l
I

“just because you declared yourself an anarchist doesnit mean someone
waveda magic wand and all of your privilege goes away. It’s still there.” I

1 .

“Anarchists, we think we know it all, awe have all the answers. Every now
and then something happens to challenge this and we can either get I
defensive, find every micro-justification for how “I’m. not sexist/racist/ I
homophobic/able-ist”, and dismiss the challenge. _
Or We can spend som.e time reflecting, educating ourselves, and being
really critical ofwho weare, what we do, how vve organise, and how
that perpetuates our privilege. We can build a great strong anarchist
movement but if the only people that this movement gives a voice are I
white, 'middle class males then all we are doing is replicating the systems
of oppression that capitalism creates.” a

“Last year I went to a great workshop on male privilege at the climate
camp. It opened my eyes up a lot. Who attended? Mainly women, with
a few queer boys. The great thing about privilege is that those with T
privilege have the privilege to be ignorant of it.” s y » '
“There definitely has to be more dialogue about gender, race,‘ sexuality,
age and the countless others ways vvefoppress and hierarchise others. ]ust
because we are anarchists doesnit mean we are by default blameless and
innocent when it comes to oppressing others.” i I t

.1 ' '

. \-

“please do not feel that as a man, you have to sit around and Wait for
someone else (a woman?) to organise it. vvhy not get together with a
group of friends and actually putsome ofyour time and energy into fig-
uring out what we mean by ‘patriarchy’, various ways of resisting it, and
ways in which We can start to make our groups and spaces less hierarchi-
cal/ male-dominated/ white-dominated/ ableist? I  
itis not the sole responsibility of women to make sure those discussions
take place, and it’s not the sole responsibility ofwomen to attack sexism.
we are all responsible. I I
similarly, iris not black people’s responsibility to educate vvhite people
about racism, or to make sure race gets discussed, or to sort out the
problems of racism in our ‘movement’. “ I s i h t i

. I



y howcan i take action against patriarchy?
, -.

I .

“Letsstart by challenging the idea that women should act in a certain ‘way,and
that men should act in another. And move on to challenging all the other crap
attitudes we hear around us, whether they come from our friends or from
people we don’t know so well -- for example, casual sexism, harassing or bully-
ing behaviour, ‘jokes’ about rape, comments designed to make others feel bad
about themselves, assumptions about others’ abilities/ status/ sexualityl gender
etc...“ A ' A I

“I think it’s interesting that so many anarcha-feminist groups end up doing
similar projects — for example, organising skill-share events. I think this is
because sharing skills and knowledge freely is a practical way of breaking down
the kinds of hierarchies that trap us in certain roles.” r r A I

“get away from the gender role conditioning that strangles us.“

The personal is political’ - I don’t think this wasever meant as a move to-
wards “self-indulgence and lifestylism, as some make it out to be. It’s about ex-
tending politics to include everything we do and think about in our everyday
lives. Feminists have already shown that power and authority is experienced
in the nuclear family,for'example. Anarchists see the State as the enemy, which
it is, butwhat about the way we treat each other on a daily basis? Challenging
capitalist society. also means taking a close look at what privileges we have -
how we exercise authority, manipulate, take advantage of power or exclusive I _
skills, in our dealings with each other - and struggling to overcome this. The
State and capitalism are in us too.“ t i

(CC
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“Use theif-word’ with pride. Men can and should be “feminists” too! Disman-
tling patriarchy takes all of us. If youire a man, donit get caught up in feeling
guilty... Do consider your own actions, assumptions and behaviour, and how
the language you use affects other people; don’tleave the houseworkl child-
care/I cleaning-up Workto others... And do think, about how patriarchy affects
your personal relationships; how it functions to privilege you at the same time
as oppressing all of us...” t j A .

' I .

“Take direct action — patriarchy is all around us - there are many potential
targets! For example, here’s a long feminist tradition of subverting adverts, and
using stencils to get the message across...” A i' - I y

 

 solidarity & safer spaces I
- . In-

“Sexual assault, sexist harassment and intimate violence are - unfortunately -
experienced by a staggeringly high proportion of folk. ]~ust because you donit
have to put up with this kind of shit yourself, doesn’t prevent you from beings a
better ally to those who face this kind ofviolence on a regular basis. i
Learn more about how to support your friends and loved onesthrough situa-
tions like these. And help to create a culture where rape and sexual violence are
nottolerated, excused away, ignored, denied, I  

' ‘ _ , 0 3

If someone comes to you for help with a problem, try to listen to what they re
describing, and to what they want to do about it. ' I i
D0n’t impose your own values, morals or choices on them. ' I
Don’t question someone else’s experiences in a way that makes it clear that you
donit believe them, just because you haven’t had that exact same experience I
yourself.” y r  I I  i

“Let’s create a culture of consent, and positive sexuality. That means being
more open to verbal consent and adept at practising it (and finding it hot
rather than mood-killing), being less confined by gender stereotypes and nar- —
row conceptions ofwhat constitutes ‘sex’, more comfortable with check-ins
and corrununication about boundaries, more aware of our own desires as well
as boundaries...” t s I r I *

“severe problems persist in every punklanarchist community: continued belief
inirape myth and survivor-_-blaming, ‘talking the talk’ of feminism or consent
whileyacting out the same shitty patterns, resistance to accountability or to
acknowledging abusive behaviour, and innumerable other examples. Still, I’ve
encountered so many steps in the right direction: the presence of consent- A
themed workshops and discussions at most radial gatherings, the widespread
circulation of zines and writing about consent and positive sexuality, emerging
reading/ study/ discussion groups to focus on these issues in-more depth, solid
collective structures for community accountability in towns and at gatherings.
these and manyother signs point towards a shift in our whole way of think-
ing about sex and consent... in particular, absorbing and applying thefemrnrst
principle of politicising the personal by insisting that theseconversations must
be public and community-wide ones, rather than p-rivitising them as just our
own personal business...“ _ ' r I
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