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ATLEAST CRUISE IS CLEAN @
Lynchcombe

ñWe are as disgusted and repelled by the presence ofthefemales
ofGreenham as theyare by the arrival ofCruise At least Cruise is
clean.ò Letter to Newbury WeeklyNews November 1 983 ChCmb6

This is the story ofhow the litþe Berkshire tovvn of Newbury
was sold 96 Cruise missiles. Itôs the story ofhow central
government lied, how the local press closed its eyes, and óQ
how business interests rallied behind the scenes. But finally .
it illustrates howwell the lessons of reaction are learned.
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Dedicated to the few.
The few who will survive Newburyôs
first atom bomb.
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T/re set!/kg
During the English Civil War, Newbury managed to support both sides,
cheering alternating armies off to local mass slaughter. At the same time its
worthy citizens complained (to both sides) about the óinjurious burden of
taxationô. In Newbury little changes.

Newbury sprawls beside the Kennet and Avon Canal, between those
rich West Berkshire meadows where they breed racehorses and people
for the society pages. Its quaint, picturesque nature is echoed in those
books by Miss Read about óThrush Greenô. Indeed Miss Read lives locally.

Under her real name of Dora Saint she sits as a member of one of the
most repressive bunches of magistrates in the country, with almost the
highest proportion of offenders sent to prison. This little irony is just one
of many inherent to Newbury. This is the town that banned The Life of
Brian and let through Caligula.

The area served by Newbury District Council covers over 120,000
people. Most of them exude the kind of deferential, cap-touching Toryism
that you thought went out with rotten boroughs. Newburyôs Conservative
Club presidency stayed in the same family for over 100 years, changing
hands only recently. Opposition is a triþe limited: at the last election the
Tories had over 300 cars to ferry voters to the polls; the Labour Party had 12.
Real opposition comes from the Liberal Party, but, riddled with divisions
and incompetence, they make a poor second. More of them later.

Looking around the quiet countryside you might assume that the most
significant local industry is agriculture. It is not; it ôs killing people. Just by
the motorway thereôs RAF Welford, one of the biggest ammunition dumps
in the world and probably the biggest tactical nuclear weapons store in
Europe. Thereôs also the Atomic Weapons Research Establishment at
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Aldermaston (now involved in the manufacture of Trident Missile warheads),
the Royal Ordnance factory at Burghfield (more atomic bombs), the army
depot at Thatcham (ñWe clothed the Falklands Armyò), and the School of
Military Survey at Hermitage.  A ' _  . it , p

These are just__,;a few of the larger militaryestablishtments, most of them
big local employers. They do not include the myriad-of local companies
working on assorted defence contracts. It is not unreasonable to suggest
that the people of Newbury have a vested interest in the Cold War. When a
youth ran recently into the Tory HQ, nicked a picture of Thatcher, then
ran out into the arms of the Law, the first thing he did was ask for political
asylum . . . _ ' - s

Perhaps lôve painted a harsh picture of the people of Newbury.. I like
Newbury myself ð I guess Iôm just a sucker for ducks. People in Newbury
are friendly - they really believe crime is something people come from
London to do. Perhaps thereôs a certain insularity; perhaps a certain sense
of the right way of doing things. Last year a Mr Denis Croft received two
anonymous Ã20 paymentsinwhat was thought to have been a chain letter
that had gone wrong. He handed the money over to the police, saying this
was "ó. . . not the way things should carry onò.

lirepaper
You cannot separate Newbury from its paper, the Newbury Weekly News.
Every week for 14p the people of Newbury can buy over 40 pages of local
news. Jam-packed with pictures of kids doing thumbs up to the camera
(more faces = more sales), its influence cannot be overstated. It sells over
28,000 copies in an area covering 150,000 people H which for a local
newspaper is blanket coverage. The Newbury Weekly News not only
forms local opinion, it is local opinion. It reflects the localityin everything,
not least in the fact that it features the arms industry prominently.
Its largest job ads usually come from the AWRE at Aldermaston.

The Newbury Weekly News is very much an old-style local newspaper.
In its first issue of 1867 it claimed that its endeavour would be, ñto
advance those principles of liberty and progression which Englishmen of
all classes and opinions, love and cherishò.

As an illustration of its love of progression I submit the following
incident. Towards the end of "83, the Newbury Weekly News was told that
a man in a Russian hat was meeting peacewomen as they got off the train
at Newburyôs railway station, handing them Ã10 notes for their taxi-fare
to the Peace Camp. As a result, the Newbury Weekly News (NWN) had a
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reporter and photographer wartrng at the station for four days We d have a
few problems 1f he decided to change his hat said one of the reporters
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ñThe neighbourhood of Greenham has acquired a doubtful reputation for
the disposal of dead infants. On two previous occasions within the last few
years the decomposed bodies of moribund babies have been discovered ; but
in neither instance was any clue obtained as to the perpetrators of, to say
the least, such scandalous proceedings. On Saturday last there was a further
find of a similar character.ò

NWN 10.6.1880
(exactly 100 years before the

announcement about Cruise missiles)

T/re announcement
It was in May 1941 that the MoD ótemporarilyô requisitioned Greenham
Common for the war effort. It was agreed that the Common would be
handed back after the war. However, when the time came, the powers-that-be
seemed to have changed their minds. The Air Ministry ignored two registered
letters from the Town Council and from 1946-51 the airfield was disused.

Newburyôs Chamber of Commerce even went so far as to produce a
poster calling for the handing back of the base to the local community
(1951). It was felt that: ñThe loss, now and forever, of ancient common
lands and liberties would be a disasterò. However, in 1952 the Labour
government authorised the building of bases for the US. Strategic Air
Command. Greenham Common was one of them.

The first most _of the people of Newbury read about the arrival of
Cruise missiles was the headline: ñGrudging assent awaits Newburyôs
nuclear packageò (NWN 19.6.80). As they read further they realised what
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they were ógrudgingly assenting toô was the decision to base nuclear Cruise
missiles at Greenham Common.

The óTomahawkô Cruise missile is a direct descendant of the VI
óDoodlebugô. Relatively slow (a turbo-thrust engine), but with pinpoint
accuracy because of its complex guidance and navigation system, which
helps it elude planes, radar and killer rockets. Newbury was getting 96 of
them.

With the pill came the sugar coating; Francis Pym (Secretary of State
for Defence) spelt it out: ñSubstantially more than Ã16 million will be
spent in this county in connection with the programme. There will be pa lot
of work generated by the decision. It will be available to local contractors
but it has to be done by tenderò. Put like that, how could they have
refusedó?

The issue following the announcement, ógrudging assentô was quantified
in a Newbury Weekly News mini-poll. Of 127 people who voted, 74%
opposed the arrival of Cruise, 45 people were ónot opposedô. Reactions in
the town generally were varied. Take E G Juer:

ñThose who love living in this green and pleasant land understand that
it and its way of life can only be defended by the possession of, and
demonstration of the possession of, a big and powerful swat. If the local
lickspittles of the Russians do not like the missiles at Greenham, perhaps a
ten-year sabbatical at the Gulag Archipelago would be apt.~Welcome to
the missiles at Greenham Common; what a pity we can only have a
hundredò (NWN 26.6 .80).

Or on the other hand, this letter-writer: ñI note with considerable
concern from the headline in your paper that we are now to have an
exploration for oil carried out in this area. This, together with the nuclear
missiles at Greenham Common and extensive housing estates at Thatcham,
are gradually desecrating the countryside in the area against the wishes of
the populationò (NWN 3.7.80).

Some hit a patriotic note: ñ. . .but I suggest the headline in your issue
of June 19th óGrudging assent to Newburyôs nuclear packageô is mistaken
and unhelpful. In the last war many people in and out of uniform were
proud to play a leading part in the countryôs defence. Is Newbury now to
set a new fashion?ò (NWN 3.7.80).

Then there was the sane note of authority from Air Field Marshal Sir
William Dickson, who argued that, as the whole country would be destroyed
by a Soviet missile launch, it was irrelevant to argue that Newburyôs
danger had increased. 2

Finally, there was a slightly despairing note from C D Reddie, pointing
out that as the missiles would be unmoveable in Market Day traffic, that
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the Soviets would probably strike on a Thursday or a Saturday (NWN
26.6.80).

Aside from vulgar opinion, Newbury is lucky enough to have a Council
which can cut through rhetoric and get right to the heart of an issue. Mr
Reg Stubberfield, chairman of Newbury District Council, put the problem
in a nutshell: ñI am optimistic that the reactivation of Greenham in this
way could provide positive economic spin-offs for the district and to local
employment prospectsò.

Mr C Ward (Conservative Council leader) backed Reg up: ñThe missiles
do not have the environmental disadvantages the other weapons had. If we
have any representations to make on the subject, they must be on
environmental groundsò (N WN 26.6.80).

As for the members of Newbury Chamber of Commerce, they were
happy to point out that the reactivation of the base would provide hundreds
of local jobs and that the arrival of 1300 US Air Force personnel was
bound to direct some extra money into local pockets (NWN 26.6.80).
The chairman of the Anglo-American Community Relations Committee
felt: ñIt could be that the new people coming, who will be highly-trained
professional people, will add a lot to the local scene . . . ò Radioactive
carbonó?

An interesting piece of speculation in the paper concerned the possible
lifting of the housing application ban around the Greenham flightpath, as
there would no longer be the possibility of large-scale þying (NWN
19.6.80). This would mean a large tract of land up for grabs for local
speculators.

But what, you ask, of local opposition to all thisó? At this point we
introduce Mr Tony Richards, prospective Liberal MP and ipso facto leader
of the local opposition. Mr Tony Richards . . . deplored, ñthe way the
decision was announcedò . . .(NWN 19.6.80).

D/3'/hfonnaf/'0n///óes
ñOne thing about these missiles, when the crunch comes, at least they ôll
be fired from somewhere else.ò

Overheard conversation

Thus ran the initial arguments after the announcement. The Newbury
Weekly News spelt out Mr Pymôs position under the headline: ñMinister
allays fearsò. ñ. . . (B)ecause the missiles would be dispersed countrywide




































