AT LEAST CRUISE IS CLEAN
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of Greenham as they are by the arrival of Cruise. At least Cruise is

clean.” Letter to Newbury Weekly News November 1983 Lyn C h comnm b €

‘We are as disgusted and repelled by the presence of the females

This is the story of how the little Berkshire town of Newbury
was sold 96 Cruise missiles. It’s the story of how central
government lied, how the local press closed its eyes, and
how business interests rallied behind the scenes. But finally
it illustrates how well the lessons of reaction are learned.

Cover design by William Godwin

£1.20 < NICCOLO PRESS b

sy S—



{
. AT LEAST CRUISE IS CLEAN
: Lynchcombe '




Dedicated to the few.
The few who will survive Newbury’s
first atom bomb.
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INTRODUCTION

The setting

During the English Civil War, Newbury managed to support both sides,
cheering alternating armies off to local mass slaughter. At the same time its
worthy citizens complained (to both sides) about the ‘injurious burden of
taxation’. In Newbury little changes.

Newbury sprawls beside the Kennet and Avon Canal, between those
rich West Berkshire meadows where they breed racehorses and people
for the society pages. Its quaint, picturesque nature is echoed in those
books by Miss Read about ‘Thrush Green’. Indeed Miss Read lives locally.

Under her real name of Dora Saint she sits as a member of one of the
most repressive bunches of magistrates in the country, with almost the
highest proportion of offenders sent to prison. This little irony is just one
of many inherent to Newbury. This is the town that banned The Life of
Brian and let through Caligula.

The area served by Newbury District Council covers over 120,000
people. Most of them exude the kind of deferential, cap-touching Toryism
that you thought went out with rotten boroughs. Newbury’s Conservative
Club presidency stayed in the same family for over 100 years, changing
hands only recently. Opposition is a trifle limited: at the last election the
Tories had over 300 cars to ferry voters to the polls; the Labour Party had 12.
Real opposition comes from the Liberal Party, but, riddled with divisions
and incompetence, they make a poor second. More of them later.

Looking around the quiet countryside you might assume that the most
significant local industry is agriculture. It is not; it ’s killing people. Just by
the motorway there’s RAF Welford, one of the biggest ammunition dumps
in the world and probably the biggest tactical nuclear weapons store in
Europe. There’s also the Atomic Weapons Research Establishment at




reporter and photographer waiting at the station for four days. “We’d have a
Aldermaston (now involved in the manufacture of Trident Missile warheads), few problems if he decided to change his hat”, said one of the reporters.

the Royal Ordnance factory at Burghfield (more atomic bombs), the army
depot at Thatcham (“We clothed the Falklands Army”) and the School of
Military Survey at Hermitage. |

These are just a few of the larger mllltary estabhshments most of them
big local emp]oyers They do not include the myriad of local companies !
working on assorted defence contracts. It is not unreasonable to suggest
that the people of Newbury have a vested interest in the Cold War. When a
youth ran recently into the Tory HQ, nicked a picture of Thatcher, then
ran out into the arms of the Law, the first thmg he did was ask for polltlcal
asylum . |

Perhaps ’ve pamted a harsh picture of the people of Newbury [ like
Newbury myself — I guess I'm just a sucker for ducks. People in Newbury
are friendly — they really believe crime is something people come from
London to do. Perhaps there’s a certain insularity; perhaps a certain sense
of the right way of doing things. Last year a Mr Denis Croft received two
anonymous £20 payments in what was thought to have been a chain letter
that had gone wrong. He handed the money over to the police, saying this
was “. . . not the way things should carry on”.

The paper

You cannot separate Newbury from its paper, the Newbury Weekly News.
Every week for 14p the people of Newbury can buy over 40 pages of local
news. Jam-packed with pictures of kids doing thumbs up to the camera
(more faces = more sales), its influence cannot be overstated. It sells over
28,000 copies in an area covering 150,000 people — which for a local
newspaper is blanket coverage. The Newbury Weekly News not only
forms local opinion, it is local opinion. It reflects the locality in everything,
not least in the fact that it features the arms industry prominently.
Its largest job ads usually come from the AWRE at Aldermaston.

The Newbury Weekly News is very much an old-style local newspaper.
In its first issue of 1867 it claimed that its endeavour would be, “to
advance those principles of liberty and progression which Englishmen of
all classes and opinions, love and cherish”.

As an illustration of its love of progression I submit the following
incident. Towards the end of ’83, the Newbury Weekly News was told that
a man in a Russian hat was meeting peacewomen as they got off the train
at Newbury’s railway station, handing them £10 notes for their taxi-fare
to the Peace Camp. As a result, the Newbury Weekly News (NWN) had a




CRUISE
HITS TOWN

“The neighbourhood of Greenham has acquired a doubtful reputation for
the disposal of dead infants. On two previous occasions within the last few
years the decomposed bodies of moribund babies have been discovered; but
in neither instance was any clue obtained as to the perpetrators of, to say
the least, such scandalous proceedings. On Saturday last there was a further
find of a similar character.”

NWN 10.6.1880
(exactly 100 years before the
announcement about Cruise missiles)

The annhouncement

It was in May 1941 that the MoD ‘temporarily’ requisitioned Greenham
Common for the war effort. It was agreed that the Common would be
handed back after the war. However, when the time came, the powers-that-be
seemed to have changed their minds. The Air Ministry ignored two registered
letters from the Town Council and from 1946-51 the airfield was disused.

Newbury’s Chamber of Commerce even went so far as to produce a
poster calling for the handing back of the base to the local community
(1951). It was felt that: “The loss, now and forever, of ancient common
lands and liberties would be a disaster”. However, in 1952 the Labour
sovernment authorised the building of bases for the US. Strategic Air
Command. Greenham Common was one of them.

The first most of the people of Newbury read about the arrival of
Cruise missiles was the headline: ‘“Grudging assent awaits Newbury’s
nuclear package” (NWN 19.6.80). As they read further they realised what
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