DIARY:
% 3-10 July 2005: Ecovillage Network:
European Gathering — Galagafarm, Hungary.

www.gen-europe.org for more info:

kazimir(@gen-europe.org
** 3rd - 7th August: Big Green Gathering: -

Cheddar, Somerset. TLIO’s recommended festie of

the year; www.big-green-gathering.com 01458
834 629

** 23rd October: Right To Protest Conference:

London: www.freedomtoprotest.org.uk
CONTACTS:

The Land Is Ours
The Potato Store, Flaxdrayton Farm, nr. South
Petherton, Somerset, TA13 5LR
Planning
Simon Fairlie
chapter7@tlio.org.uk 01460 249204
East Sussex TLIO
Dave Bangs
davidbangs@onetel.com

1 01273 620815

| Travellers/International Land Rights
Marki Brown mark@tlio.org.uk

1 0208 357 8504

. | TLIO Website

| Hannah Fisher web@itlio.org.uk
News & UK History
| Tony Gosling tony(@tlio.org.uk

1 0117 373 0346

| Barker Report and Housing

| James Armstrong

| james36armstrong@hotmail.com

101305 265 510

| TLIO Websites

| www.tlio.org.uk

| www.tlio.org.uk/chapter7/

| FELLOW TRAVELLERS:

| Groundswell

- | www.groundswell.org.uk 0207 737 5500
| Ecovillage Network UK

| www.evnuk.org.uk 0117 373 0346
Community Land Trusts
www.communitylandtrust.org.uk

| Jennifer Powell 0161 295 4454

| Martin Large 01453 757040

| WWOOF

| www.wwoof.org.uk 01273 476286

| Ramblers Association

| www.ramblers.org.uk 0207 339 8500

| Sustainable Economics

| www.sustecweb.co.uk

| magazine available £10 annual sub; contact Brian
' | Leslie 01892 522776

" | Travellers Advice Team

- | TAT News magazine, 0845 120 2980

| www.communitylaw partnership.co.uk

| Travellers Times Magazine
www.travellerstimes.org.uk 01432 344 039
Green Party

| www.greenparty.org.uk 0207 272 4474
| la Waterlow Rd, London N19 5NJ

..................................................

available in hardback edition from P.S. Books for
only £11 inc. postage. Phone 020 8 767 7421, email:
orders@psbooks.co.uk

RIGHT TO ROAM
DIY SQUATTING MANUAL: NEwW

Hooray! Due to lots of hard work, particularly by the
EDITION

Ramblers Association, we now have a right to roam
over an extra four million acres in England and Wales.
New maps are being published by the Ordnance
Survey, showing where to walk over areas of
privately-owned moor, mountain and heath land.
Magistrates now have greater powers to clear blocked
paths and there are tougher penalties for wildlife
offences. Central Southern England is the third of
eight regions to have new 'access land' maps published
by the OS. See www.countryside.gov.uk/access

According to the Empty Homes Agency there are
864,000 empties in Britain. Nevertheless waiting
lists continue to grow making social housing more
and more difficult to get.

‘To the rescue comes the 12th edition of the
Squatters' Handbook, available for £1.50 (bulk
discounts available) from Advisory Service for
Squatters (ASS). Tel. 08456 445814. E-mail:
~ advice@squatter. ASS also have a groovy

MOD DIrRTY TRICKS DISRUPT . ;new websnte athg,uk
‘GHOST VILLAGE’ ACCESS
‘ ' oy LlO DIRECT ACTION
Fearless plans for a permanent peace centre in the INITIATIVE

middle of Salisbury Plain, Britain’s biggest military
danger area, have come a step closer this year. St.
Giles’ Church in Imber, a ghost village ‘temporarily’
rcquisitioncd by the army to train US troops in 1943,
i$ 1o get a £200k tuw lltt The army and thc Churche,s i

The Diggers' Phone Tree

Fcnccbustcre

_.'_;__Dlggers Ecohome Defenders,

av i
mcluded Peace Dlrecl Bruce Kent's Movcmunt for
thc AbOlithﬂ of Wal’, Wessex ArChCOIOgy and 5~ff;-'§';]'fi'§.ﬁfﬁft:‘?
. ;_;g;jr;;nltshnre Racxal Equahty Counul | |

:césv"s dates contact Ruth
"ook ‘Forever Imber’, on

...........................

01985 846538. You can Al
*é*-fland liaison officer L.t Col._
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tul Q UK plﬂm'lm byStem
lity i:hqmdw mov fng toward:

‘”Mlomnt Agencies LAND Is OURS STILL LANDLESS!
? 1 Imp lce with ;h chanoq

Plannins TLIO has brought together people all across the UK
., ,}_4 'l" AR i MR IESERES

| il and 1n other parts of the world — who believe that land
nCh has be - DY IREIT 1.eL08 ownership and social justice issues cannot be dealt with
W w,ld,":l"‘ o4, in isolation. But we have never had a permanent base,

| various temporary offices and ever changing addresses
have made organising difficult at times and we have
had to give equipment and records away for lack of
space. If anyone living in or near the Somerset,
Gloucestershire, Avon, Oxfordshire area has a spare
room, outhouse or building or even a space to build that
might be converted into a permanent TLIO storeroom
and bunkhouse we’d very much appreciate it ;-) We
also welcome suggested sites for one-off gatherings.
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ROUNDHOUSES AREN’T

HISTORY

Simon Fairlie

[t's been over three
years since the last i1ssue
of the TLIO Newsletter.
We can only apologize
for our absence, and in particular for failing to
cover the action to save Tony Wrench's roundhouse
at Brithdir Mawr, in Easter 2004. Subscribers to
the TLIO mailing list must have wondered why
they weren’t invited to join the fun. The answer
was that there wasn’t the time, the entire protest
was organised in less than three weeks. For those
who missed 1t here is a_be}ated account of the
cvcnt

...............

CROFTERS TURN
TIDE OF HISTORY

Tony Gosling

In one of the remotest parts of Britain a quiet
revolution 1s taking place. On the 9th February
2005, three hundred crofters and residents of
Pairc, in the Outer Hebrides, became the first to
vote for a right to buy under the Scottish Land
Reform Act. This follows on from previous
amicable buyouts at Eig, Assynt and elsewhere
and 1s the latest milestone in an historic shift in
ownership from the Lairds to Crofters, beginning
to redress the injustices of the Highland
clearances.

Pairc’s 55,000 acre Galson Estate is in the 1solated
Ness area of Lewis. It i1s part-owned by Barry
[Lomas, a Leamington Spa accountant who has
repeatedly refused to sell to local residents. Plans
for a wind-farm on the estate, with the future
revenue this will create, have been cited as a
motivating factor behind the bid for local control.

An Expanding Role for Crofters

South East of Uist, Crofters have called on the
Cairngorms National Park to renovate their empty
Crofts to satisfy local demand for affordable
homes. Crofters in Badenoch in the Cairngorms
are being offered high prices for scarce grazing
land by housing developers bewitched by
planning gain: the rise in land value that comes

e

Mawr in Pembrokeshire National Park. The
house didn't 'conform with planning policy' and
now, after Tony and Jane have lost two planning
appeals, National Park authorities are trying to
force them to demolish their home.

Over Easter weekend, 2004, the couple had
organised a posse to demolish their house - so
Chapter 7 and The Land 1s Ours helped organise
direct action to stop them, and give them the
moral support they deserved! Protesters from all
over the country descended on Pembrokeshire,
first occupying an Iron Age Roundhouse village,
which the Park authorities had given themselves
permission for some years ago. We flew a huge
banner declaring that 'Roundhouses aren't
History' and set up an impromptu 'ideal low-
impact home exhibition' in a nearby lay-by.

Then we marched to Brithdir Mawr to persuade
Tony and Jane not to destroy a house that has
become a symbol of the struggle for sustainability
to so many people. Squatters occupied the
roundhouse to prevent them from demolishing it,
as supporters sang songs and gave public pledges
of support. The emotional couple finally declared
that the roundhouse would remain standing! On
the Tuesday an even larger group of protesters
marched on the Haverfordwest planning offices

__ of the local authority, squatting the car park with
a yurt and tents, until the authorities agreed to

meet with them.

The event was emotional and empowering, as
well as humorous, highlighting the absurdity of

with planning permission. Despite the temptation,
many Crofters are refusing to sell, pointing out
that farmers and landowners have hundreds of
empty but structurally sound cottages in need of
restoration.

The Cairngorms National Park has a significant
area of land under Crofting tenure, and like the
rest of rural Scotland it suffers from high house
prices. Under proposed legislation, urban Scots
will be able to buy cheap new Crofts rather like
lowland smallholdings. There are high hopes for
the new Crofting Reform Bill, in which new areas
of land could become Crofts and large existing
Crofts subdivided, giving an increasing number of
Scots the chance to build or buy an affordable
home.

What is Crofting?

Crofting 1s a way of life and system of land
management, governed by the Crofting Acts of the
late nineteenth century. It i1s the traditional
collective way of farming in the Highlands where
all local people have private plots but collectively
manage shared land and the surrounding mountain
grazing.

The victims of the Highland Clearances were
mostly Crofters who followed the fate of the
English and Welsh peasants in being evicted to
make way for sheep. Crofters fought back
valiantly 1n the 1880’s, after which a Royal
Commission established their security of tenure in
law. Crofters now pay what 1s usually a

peppercorn rent to the local Laird, from whom
they ‘hold’ the Croft.

More recently many Lairds have sold off their
estates to investors. Crofts cannot be bought, sold
or mortgaged and must be passed down in the
family or given to newcomers agreed by the local
community.

For more info see: Andy Wightman’s guide
www.landreformact.com

Caledonia Centre for Social Development
(CCSD) www.caledonia.org.uk

‘ Overjovea’ Pairc Reszdents celebrate Land Reform Act success

Design by Lilia 07899 822 343

the planning system's commitments to sustainable
development. The Park Authority had just given
permission for 350 imported wooden cabins at the
Bluestone theme park, only a few miles down the
road.

The media, the public and even the police
seemed on our side. The problem of affordable
housing got a serious airing as the roundhouse
topped Easter news bulletins right across Wales.
Tony Wrench’s media friendly approach has
ensured that Welsh people now know all about the
couple’s David and Goliath struggle. And they
have taken them to their hearts.

A year later the roundhouse is still standing, Tony
and Jane have been fined a modest sum by a
sympathetic judge, and permission has been
refused at appeal to three other roundhouses (even
smaller and of lower impact than Tony's), on the
same site. An embittered planning department is
threatening an injunction against the houses, but if
they carry that out, we will be back to defend them.

**As we went to press the National Park
announced that no action will be taken against the
Roundhouses until the park's Low-Impact planning
policy comes into force in May 2006.**

Chapter 7 has a list of people who wish to
respond rapidly to a call to peacefully defend
the roundhouses and similar low-impact
dwellings. If you want to be put on the list,
please send your contact details to

chapter7@tlio.org.uk or phone 01460 249204

Printed by Oxford Brookes Print Services




TLIO ECO FUTURES
The Land Security Bill

September 2004 - Tony Gosling and Mark Brown

Rather than grumbling about landlessness & the
injustices of corporate land ownership, we
decided to discuss, then draft, a programme to be
embodied in a simple parliamentary bill. Like
Diggers of yore, we believe the simple principle
that everyone has a human right to space to live,
without paying tax or rent to anyone; & that this,
not draconian laws, CCTV, ID cards & guns
brings real and lasting national security.

The immediate advantage of this approach to
land distribution would be for wage-earners.
They would be able to choose the work they do
rather than be coerced into wage-slavery. It
would also secure British people against a
precarious economic system that could topple at
any time. So we had a go at plotting out a course
by which our country might be peacefully and
fairly redistributed.

One irritating factor mitigates against this bill:
Ficonomics; homelessness is good for business. If
society’s demand for homes was satisfied; that
would cause a drop in the price of a roof over
your head (Hooray!). According to The
Economist this would cause a recession & shift
Britain’s finances into reverse. With interesting
results?

Outline stages of the Land Security Bill can
be found on The Manor website at

www.public-interest.co.uk/manor or phone:
0117 373 0346

GO, MOVE, SHIFT
Mark Brown

A shocking new wave of traveller evictions has
swept the country over recent years. Seeds of this
latest displacement were sown a decade ago when
the 1968 Caravan. Sites Act was abolished and
victims of the new Criminal Justice Act were
encouraged to buy their own land by the Tories.

On 6th January 2005 at Ridge in Hertfordshire,
Twin Oaks Caravan Park was bulldozed. Five
people, including a critically ill woman of 72,
were assaulted and two men arrested. Four mobile
homes with content were wrecked including two
wheel chairs. The eviction, carried out by
Constant & Co, cost £150k. Damage to property

was almost £75k. Cases under Article 8 of the.

Human Rights Act are now being prepared against
Hertsmere District Council and Constant.

Most disturbing of all was the recent suspected
arson attack at a site of largely Irish travellers near
Basildon, Essex, which killed John and Kathleen

McCarthy. John and Kathleen
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Aoducmg them 1S .fast' y are "able in order

~ to maintain prices. Self—bulld is not mentioned in

the report. The section with the promising title
“Alternative Housebuilders” turns out to be about
office developers who dabble in house-building.
‘With this major omission, questions remain about
a conflict-of-interest in Kate Barker’s
appointment to lead this investigation. In her

position as a professional banker on the Bank of

England’s Monetary Policy Committee, her
opinion 1s likely to be prejudiced, since a rising
housing market 1s central to banks’ income. So
her review — in her own words — was “/limited to

the scope of the existing
policy framework”

P
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were at the forefront of the campaign to save the
homes of those living on the part of the site at
Dale Farm which doesn’t have planning

permission. Dale Farm i1s the largest travellers site
in the country.

[f you would like to help by being a human
rights monitor for evictions of traveller sites,
particularly in southern England, then please visit
the website below.

Traveller Ghettos Loom

There are as many as 40,000 people, including
about 10,000 traditional travellers such as Roma,
who have no legal place to stay. A recent study
revealed 65% of local authorities have no
reference to travellers in their equality or planning
policies. The planning system has been excluding
many travellers with highly complex procedures
and a dearth of advice. As a result many have been
ostracised and compelled to live on their own land
without planning permission.

A House of Commons committee, chaired by
Andrew Bennett MP, recently found that more
than 3,500 gypsies and travellers had no
legal place to park their caravans. It
urged that the government should update
the 1968 Caravan Sites Act, specifying
sites no bigger than 18 pitches. New
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Barrett/Belway/Berkley Homes Parceilmg }sxtezsg

out to a number of developers in this way meets

Barker’s demand for “competition”, but it fails to
acknowledge that there is as much cosiness
between developers as there 1s between
developers and local authorities. Officially then,
despite virtual local and national monopolies on
new building land, everything i1s hunky-dory says
Kate. In rip-oftf Britain, housing can now join
banking, supermarkets and oil in the twilight
world of the officially sanctioned cartel.

For more info see TLIO

website: www.tlio.org.uk %

Labour’s own research shows that within the next
five years about 1,500 additional residential
pitches will be needed as well as around 2,000
temporary pitches.

Under the 2004 Housing Act local authorities
must estimate their Gypsy population and identify
land for travellers to buy. Councils are still not
obliged to provide traveller sites. Where they do,
police have the power to force all travellers on to
the same site, creating ghettos. Twenty years after
the Battle of the Beanfield and eight years after

New Labour took office the persecution of

nomadic people is increasing to alarming levels.
On 8th March 2005 The Sun launched its "Stamp
on the Camps” campaign. Mike Jempson, director
of Bristol based press watchdog ‘MediaWise’
said, "I've not seen anything like this since the
Julius Streicher Nazi campaign against Jews".

Travellers Direct-Action support network:
www.travellersupport.org.uk or ring: Gratton

Puxon on: 01206 523528

artwork by Peter Poole: PO Box 521, Hove, BN3 6HY

SOUTH DOwWNS NATIONAL
PARK

Dave Bangs

In East Brighton a number of us have
campaigned hard for a boundary to the proposed
new National Park that included all urban fringe
downland. This 1s the Downs that our large &
mostly working class population uses & loves.
By a paradox of history it is also an area of much
higher quality than the more remote areas.
Abandonment by farmers unwilling to play a
public role, past public acquisition, & the quirks
of geography have all played their part in making
the Brighton & Newhaven urban fringe cliffs &
Downs exceptionally rich in wildlife &
archaeology.

The campaign included walks, talks & lobbies,
culminating in the appearance of 22 local folk as
our witnesses at the Public Inquiry. We will know
by the-end of the 2005 whether our arguments
have scored. The wider campaign for a National
Park has been dominated by conservative middle
class folk whose interest has lain with 'remote’'
areas & whose approach has been timid &
deferential.

Phantom Conservation Volunteers

We set up the PCV at the end of 2003 to work
on sites which landowners were neglecting. Since
humans were excluded by the owners, we turned
up as ghosts. Our first task was at Toad's Hole
Valley, Hove, from which local people had been
excluded for 10 years. About 30 local people
hacked down scrub & cleared up rubbish on this
derelict Downland site, nicely timed for our
appearance at the Public Inquiry, to argue the
inclusion of the site in the new National Park.

In May 2004 we discovered that a notorious
local farmer had ploughed up an old chalk
grassland site at Scabby Brow. The wretched
local Council did nothing & DEFRA were
reluctant to act against him despite their new
powers under the Environmental Impact
Assessment Regulations. We organised a mass
trespass & door-stepped the farmer. Finally we
held a trespass scrub-bashing task on a part of
Ditchling Beacon long damaged by modern
farming, and we supported a mass trespass at
Black Rock cliffs against ASDA's closure and
enclosure of the well-known Undercliff Walk.

LANDA

Tony Goslzng

The hunting battle leaves me cold. Isn't it just a
spectacle? a side show in a wider attack by the City’s
globalising control freaks on those who still stand 1n
their way, the Aristocracy, Monarchy and House of
Lords? Let’s not presume this ruling class infighting
will result in vast lordly estates being sold off to you
and I. As the aristocracy are divested of land and
traditions, bad and good, so individuals and
investment funds, hedging their bets against the
crash, will rush to snap them up for industrial
agriculture.

[ am a trustee of land, which I don't allow
bloodsports on, but this issue is tiny compared to the
diabolical cruelty of war and globalisation. Hunting
will test our ability to contemplate the diversity we
preach, and the aristocracy's ability to compromise,
reflect, and form alliances against the global
capitalists who have now turned on them.

Meanwhile, might some wound up aristo., in a
moment of clarity, consider collectivising and re-
populating the estate as a defence against the
speculators? It’s a long shot idea but worth
entertaining, because that’s where the global city
slickers, the war profiteers and the cartel of cartels
are most vulnerable.
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