
A demonstration
of the extra-parliamentary left
is in crisis '
a group of homosexuals
crazy with love for communism
have managed to get close
perhaps too close
to the comrades
these are now very red

1 but this time with embarrassment
their hands on their arses
they arenôt even able
to consult mao
to settle the dispute.
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ln this new format Mieliôs argument will hopefully be more accessible. The -
original book probably encouraged straight revolutionaries to shy away from it
because the title is implicitly perverse.

It would be good if its republication generated some discussion - although weôre
not too optimistic about it. In any event however we remain in agreement with
Mieliôs basic message -- Actions speak louder than words !

One or two of the concepts used in this article may not be familiar ð particularly
the terms ótrans-sexualityô and óSchizophreniaô which Meili uses in his opening para-
graphs. We have thus put together the following extracts from Meiliôs writing explaiii-
ing these two concepts. In his use of the term óSchizophreniaô Meili is inþuenced by
the Anti-Oedipus school of Anti-Psychiatry.

Schizophrenia

Today, of course, society as a whole is neurotic and schizoid. Capitalist ideology,
phallocentric, heterosexual and Eurocentric, founds and constitutes the world view of
one-diinensional man, homo normahs, the fetishistic vision of the human being alienated
from himself, from the world and from others by the work of capital. Just like the habit-
ual neurotic condition of people considered ónomialô, so the whole logic of capitalism is
schizoid. Dissociated or rather riven between ego and non-ego, res cogitans and res ext-
ensa, desire and ónon-desireô, sense and intellect, public and private, unconscious and
conscious, mechanical materialism and teleological spiritualism, this capitalist logic
governs the insane equilibrium of the ósaneô individual, more or less adapted to the
schizoid social system.

Psychiatry often uses the terms óschizoidô and óschizophrenicô as synonyms. But if
so-called ónormalô life is in fact itself dissociated and schizoid, then the óschizophrenicô
alteration of the process of association is far from being the dissociation it is said to be.
It is rather a superior and deeper ability to grasp signiýcant relationships between thing
and/or events that we normally def'me as connected only in a fortuitous way, or rather in

1 a way that is obvious and banal. It is also a still more profound faculty to recognise the
evident signiýcance that is hidden in apparently casual relations. For this reason (despite
the fact that there are undobtedly certain óborderlineô cues), I use the terms óschizoidô
and óschizophrenicô essentially in two opposite senses: the fonner as a synonym for
ónormalô, and to indicate the dissociated character of the commonly held vision of the
world; the latter to denote the decidedly alternative and far less dissociated conception
of the world which is customarily considered ócrazyô. H  
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To quote Wilhelm Reich: _ _
The schizophrenic world mingles into one experience what is kept painstak-
ingy seperate in homo normalis. The ówell-adjustedô homo normalis is
composed of exactly the same type of experiences as the schizophremc. Depth
psychiatry leaves no doubt about this. Homo normalis differs from the schizo-
phrenic only in that these functions are differently arranged. He is a well-
adjusted, ósocially mindedô merchant or clerk during the day; he is orderly on
the surface. He lives out his secondary. perverse drives when he leaves home
and office to visit some faraway city, in occasional orgies of sadism or promis-
cuity. This is h'n ómiddle layerô existence, clearly and sharply seperated from
the superýcial veneer. He believes in the existence of a personal supernatural
power and its opposite. the Devil and hell, in a third group of experiences
which is agin clearly and sharply dilineated from the two others. These
basic goups do not mingle with one another. Homo normalis does_not believe
in God when he does some tricky business, a fact which is reprimanded ps
ósinfulô by the priests in Sunday sermons. Homo normalis does not_belleve m
the Devil when he promotes some cause of science5, he has no perversions when
he is the supporter of his family; and he forgets his wife and children when he
lets the Devil go free in a brothel.(Character Analysis,London 1955 p.399).

Any ónonnalô person, therefore, is a latent óschizophrenicô just as much as a latent
homosexual. But the manifest óschizophrenicô experience is in the highest degee some-
thing different from the ónormalô everyday life: it reveals what we are óm , the
universal history concentrated in us, and the trans-sexual and commumst potential with
which we are pregnant.

Trans-sexuality

Underlying the presence in every individual of an erotic trend directed towards
persons of the same sex, psychoanalysis has established an infantile óperverse polymor-
phism. (.'. ).Among the forces that inhibit and restrict the direction of the sexual drive
are, above all, óthe structures of morality and authority erected by spciety . The mp-
wive society and the dominant morality comiider only heterosexuality as ónormal --
and only genital heterosexuality at that. Society forces on children an educastration
(. j the objective of which is the transformation of the infant, m tendency polymorp-
hous and óperverseô, into a heterosexual adult, erotically mutilated but conformmg to
the Norm. I shall use the term ótrans-sexualityô to refer to the infantile poly-
morphous and óundifferentiatedô erotic ifmposition, which society suppresses and
which, in adult life, every human being carries within him either m a latent state, or
else confined in the depths of the unconscious under the yoke of repression. óTrans-
sexualityô seems to me the best word for expressing, at one and the same time, both
the plurality of the erotic tendencies and the original and deep hermaphrodism of
every individual. We call ótransexualsô those adults who consciously live o_ut their
own hermaphrodism, and who recognise in themselves, in their body and mmd, the
presence of the óoppositeô sex (..) Persecuted by a society that caimot accept any
confusions between the sexes, they frequently tend to reduce_their effective trans-

to an apparant monosexuality, seeýng to identify with the opposite ónor-
malô gender to their genital defhiition. Thus a female transexual feels herself a man,
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opting for the male gender role, while a male transexual feels himself a woman.(. )
Society induces thme manifest transexuals to feel monosexual and to conceal their
real hermaphrodism. To tell the truth, however, this is exactly how society behaves
with all of us. In fact we are all, deep down, trans-sexuals, we have all been trans-
sexual infants, and we have been forced to identify with a speciýc monosexual role,
masculine or feminine. In the case of manifest transexuals, or those rare pemons who
have not repressed their trans-sexuality in growing up, the social constraint produces
the opposite effect from what it does in ónormalô people, in as much as a male person
tends to identify with the feminine role, and vice versa. As we shþl see,manifest
transexualism does not necessarily involve a propensity for homosexuality. There are
many heterosexual transexuals. óBut when, for example, these are males who feel
themselves to be women, but who also sexually desire other women, their heterosex-
uality is then, in a certain sense, homosexuality. Far from being particularly absurd,
transexualism overthrows the present se rate and counterposed categories of that
sexuality considered ónormalô, which it sllliws up, rather, as a ridiculous constraint.

In conclusion, we can say that neither manifest homosexuality heterosex-
uality necwrily correspond to any speciýc mental, somatic, or honnonal character-
istics; both the gay desire and the desire for the other sex are exprwions of our tinder-
lying trans-sexual being, in tendency polymorphous, but constrained by oppression to
adapt to a monosexuality that mutilates it. But the repressive society only considers
one type of monosexuality as ónonnalô, the heterosexual kind, and imposes educast-
ration with a view to maintaining an exclusively heterosexual conditioning. The Norm
therefore, is heterosexual.

towards a gay
communism

l. Transvestism. Homosexuality and óþomosexualisationô

There is more to be learned from
wearing a dress for a day. than
there is from wearing a suit for
life.ó

As we have seen, óschizophreniaô sheds light on the trans-sexual
substratum of the psyche, our bodily being-in-becoming (the
mind is part of the body, and the body as a whole is far from
completely monosexual). We have also established that it is via
the liberation of homoeroticism, among other things, that trans-
sexuality is concretely attained; and however much homosexuality
is put down by the system today, we gays are among those
persons most aware of the trans-sexual ónatureô that lies within us
all. Fantasies of a trans-sexual character often spring to our
consciousness, and many of us have had more or less trans-sexual
experiences.

This does not mean that a good many people deýned as
ótransexualsô today, do not start out from heterosexuality. (Likewise
a large number of transvestites.) óHeterosexualsô aware of their
trans-sexuality, however, are at present far less numerous than
gays who have undertaken the trans-sexual trip. This is because
heterosexuals, as a general rule . have adapted to their mutilated
role of man or woman as something ónormalô, obvious and taken
for granted, whereas we gays almost invariably experience it as a
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burden that we have to be exclusively men or women, and suffer
from the resistance with which we, and our desire, are opposed
by heterosexuals of the same sex as ourselves. The hermaphrodite
fantasy, dream and ideal occupy a major place in the gay existential
universe.

Society is especially harsh in its attacks upon transexuals or
those who might appear as such: the butch lesbian, the queen or
óeffeminateô male homosexual bear a greater brunt of public
execration and contempt, and are frequently criticised even by
those reactionary homosexuals who are better adapted to the
system, the óstraight gaysô who have managed to pass as ónormalô
or heterosexual. These reactionary homosexuals (homo-cops)
make out that outrageous queens and transvestites ruin the gay
scene and spoil the image of homosexuality. For our part, we
outrageous queens see them as queens dressed up as straight
men, unfortunate people who are forced to disguise themselves
and act a role imposed by the system, and who find ideological
arguments to justify their position as contented slaves. They
wonder what it is the gay movement wants, what it is ýghting for,
because nowadays our society accepts diversity. True, even today
we can't make love freely wherever we feel like it, on the buses or
in the streets, but then not even straights are allowed to do that.
So things arenôt that bad. Some consolation!

Many feminists criticise us queens because we often tend in our
dress and behaviour to copy the stereotyped ófeminineô fetish
that women have to ýght. But if a woman dressed like a starlet or
cover girl is normal for the system today, a man dressed in a
similar way is quite abnormal, as far as ónormalô people are
concemed, and so our transvestism has a clear revolutionary
character. There is no harm in us queens having our bit of
fantasy: we demand the freedom to dress as we like, to choose a
deýnite style one day and an ambiguous one the day after, to
wear both feathers and ties, leopard-skin and rompers, the leather
queen's chains, black leather and whip, the greasy rags of the
street porter or a tulle matemity dress. We enjoy the bizarre,
digging into (pre)history, the dustbins and uniforms of yesterday,
today and tomorrow, the trumpery, costumes and symbols that
best express the mood of the moment. As Antonio Donato puts
it, we want to communicate by our clothing, too, the óschizophreniaô
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that underlies social life, hidden behind the censorious screen of
the unrecognised transvestism of everyday. From our vantage
point, in fact, it is ónormalô people who arethe true transvestites.
Just as the absolute heterosexuality that is so proudly þaunted
masks the polymorphous but sadly inhibited disposition of their
desire, so their standard outýts hide and debase the mancllous
human being that lies suppressed within. Our transvestism is
condemned because it shows up for all to see the funereal reality
of the general transvs.stism, which has to remain silent, and is
simply taken for granted. _

Far from being particularly odd, the transvestite exposes how
tragically ridiculous the great majority of people are in their
monstrous uniforms of man and ówpmanô. You need only take a
ride on the underground. If the transvestite seems ridiculous to
the ónormalô person who encounters;-him, far more ridiculous and
sad, for the transvestite, is the nudity of the person who laughs.
so properly dressed, in his face. _

For a man, to dress as a ówomanô does not necessarily mean
projecting the ówoman-objectô; above all, because he 15 not 8
woman, and the male fetishism imposed by capital decrees that
he should be dressed quite differently, reiýed in a quite different
guise, dressed as a man or at least in unisex. Besides, a frock can
be very comfortable, fresh and light when itôs hot, and warm and
cosy when itôs cold. We can't just assume that women who
normally go around dressed as men, swathed tightly in ]C3þS. feel
more comfortable than a queen dressed up as a witch. with
full-bodied cloak and wide-brimmed hat. .

But a man can also get pleasure from wearing a very
uncomfortable ófeminineô garb. _It can be exciting, and quite
trippy, for a gay man to wear high heels, elaborate make-up.
suspender belt and satin panties. Once again, those feminists
who attack us gays, and in particular transvestites. for dressing as
the ówoman-objectô, are putting down gay humour, the trans-
sexual aesthetic, the craziness of crazy queens. Their new morality
is in fact the very old anti-gay morality, simply given a new gloss
by modern categories stuffed with an ideological feminism.
ideological because it provides a cover for the anti-homosexual
taboo, for the fear of homosexuality, for the intention to reform
the Norm without eliminating it.
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