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Publisherôs Note

During its day, the original publisher of this pamphlet, the
Haldeman-Julius Company of Girard, Kansas, was the most rm-
portant publisher of radical materials in the United States. From the
founding of his company in 1919 until his early death in 1951ð
probably hastened by IRS harassmentð-E. Haldeman-julius pub-
lished more than 2500 books and pamphlets, many of which were
written by anarchists, atheists, and socialists. _

One of Haldeman-_]uliusôs most important and most proliýc
writers wasjoseph McCabe, the author of this pamphlet. In regard
to Christianity and, especially, Catholicism, McCabe was perhaps the
most learned atheist writer who ever lived. This was a result of his
native gifts and his backgroundðhe was a former Catholic priest,
þuent in Latin and several other languages, who had taught
philosophy and ecclesiastical history in a Catholic college. During
his lifetime (1867-1956) he translated dozens of books and wrote
hundreds of his own books and pamphlets, all on various aspects of
history, and a great many on religious topics. Perhaps his most
important work was A Rationalist Encyclopedia, published in the
World War Il era, and ofwhich hewas editor.

The original edition of this work appeared in 1926, a time when
McCabe was nearly 60, but still in his prime. Christianity Ã9ô Slavery
originally appeared as one of the I-Ialdemanþulius ñLittle Blue
Booksòð3'/4ò X 4%ò pamphlets printed on very cheap paper and set
in 8-point type. (This is 8-point type.) For this edition I've reproduced
the type from the Little Blue Book, but have blown it up to 125% of
original size to increase readability. _

I'm very happy to bring this pamphlet to light again, and thus
introduce Joseph McCabe to a new generation of readers.

ðChaz Bufe, December 25, 1997

 

See Sharp Press has published books, pamphlets, and bumper
stickers since 1984. For a free copy of our current catalog, write to
See Sharp Press, P.O. Box 1731, Tucson, AZ 85702-1731.
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About the, year 100 A. D. two remarkable lec-
tures on slavery were delivered in Rome. The
central part .'0l Rome wag a very broad open
space, the Forum, crowded withôstatues and
works o( art, lined with beautiful marble tem-
ples and public halls. In these halls lectures
were delivered, just as they are in New York
and Chicago today; and, as the Romans knew
and practised shorthand as well as we do, many
oi! the lectures have been preserved for us.

The orator to whom I now refer was the elo-
quent Greek Stoic, Dion Chrysostom, or "Dion
of the Golden Mouth.ò He -was no demagogue.
At times you would see him driving about Rome
with the great emperor, Trajan, of whom he
was an intimate friend. He was the idol ot the
thoughtful section of the Roman nobility. And
for the two days-tðthe subject was too large tor
/one dayðDion had announced as his subjectó
ñSlaveryò: a delicate topic, one would imagine.
it pagan Rome were quite the slave-driving city
it is commonly supposed to -have been, unless
the aristocratic orator intended to justify the
institution for his aristocratic audience, every
member of which owned many slaves.

But Dion, as we-read in the extant lectures,
denounced slavery as unjust. About the same
time there was in Rome a'_very democratic poet
named Juvenal who was putting in fiery verse,
or satire, certain statements about the brutal-
ity ot the Roman aristocrats to their slaves.
Evgry religious writer in the world knows those
Satires of Juvenal; although every classical
authority in the world will warn you not to
take their statements seriously. But no re-
ligious writer in the world seems ever to have
heard of Dion Chrysostom and his denuncia-
tion of slavery. ' '

It is quite formal? explicit and lengthy. It
fills two lectures. Dion rightly says that, when
the Romans adopted slavery, they were making
a humane improvement upon an earlier custom.
The older practice was to put to death men
taken captive in war. The soldier's business
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was to see that the fighters, or potential fight-
ers. on the side of the enemy were annihilated.
Then the Romans, as they became civilized.
gavethe captives their lives, but made slaves
of them. The time has come, Dion says, to
recognize a higher standard: ñIf this method
of making slaves "is not just. then all the other
methods bear the taint of injustice, so that no
one can truly be called a slave.ò Here is an
express and honorable. condemnation of slavery,
by a well-known friend of the Emperor, in the
most public and effective circumstances, at a
time when the Christians were a mere handful
of obscure folk, mumbling a Greek liturgy and
debating whether the end of the would was not
at hand.

Strange that you never heard of this before,
you may say. You were given the impression
that the pagan world lived almost entirely on
the labor of slaves, treated the slaves brutally,
and never perceived the injustice and inhuman-
ity of the arrangement. You thought that it
was one of the specific services of Christianity
to the world that it ñbroke the fetters of the
slave.ò And I tell the religious reader once
more, as I do in The Degradation of Woman,
(Little Blue Book No. 1122) that what is still
said on this subject from end to end of Chris-
tendom is the exact opposite of the undisputed
historical truth. - .

I am, as I said, in four books examining four
specific and important Christian claims of serv-
ice to the race. The clergy claim that Chris-
tianity elevated woman; and we saw that it
actually and demonstrably degraded woman
(Little Blue Book No. 1122). Now we have the
claim that the Church denounced and abolished
slavery; and we shall see, on the same plain
and incontrovertible historical evidence, that it
never denounced slavery and had nothing to do
with the abolition of it. Then we shall find
exactly the same situation in regard to the
claim that the Church gave the world schools
(LittleBlue Book No. 1128), taught the world
purity, inspired art; fostered learning, or in
any way helped civilization.

O

I do not lovbstrong statements. They are apt
to please the people of your own party, but
alienate the sympathy of those whomyou wish-
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to convince. Here, however, I deliberately say
to the religious reader that the claims of serv-
ice" with__which he is familiar are the exact op-
posite of the truth, and óthere is no dispute
about the facts. '

Iproved that, surely, in The Degradation of
Woman (Little Blue Book No. 1122). It is just
as easy to prove that it is the reverse of the
truth to say that Christianity abolished slavery
and gave the world óeducation; and I say this
knowing well that H. G. Wells. has endorsed
the Christian claim. No one admires Wellsô
ability and service to this generation more than
Ildo, but here he made, or borrowed, a state-
ment which he had never examined. I have
minutely examined these; four claims and the
original evidence in connection with them in
a series of worksððTho Bible in Europe. The
Religion of Woman, Woman in Political Evolu-
tion. The Church and the People, The Influence
of the Church on Marriage and Divorce, Crises
in the Histon) of the Papacy, etc.-ðand I speak
confidently. In this book I will show that the
undisputed historical facts are that:

(1) The Greek and Roman moralists per-
ceived the injustice of slavery. often denounced
it. and rendered great services to the slave.

(2) No Christian leader denounced slavery
until the ninth century, when the age of slavery
was over. ó

(3) In the Christian Middle Ages the work-
ers were far worse off," because nearly everyone
was a serf, and serfdom was slavery under
another name. '

(4) Thebetterment of the condition of the
workers has been won quite independently of
religion and to an enormous extent in spite of
the churches.

We are not concerned here with slavery in
the pagan world, generally,'but only in that
part of the world, the Roman Empire, in which
Christianity came to confront it. To try to
make a point of the broad fact that paganism
in general wasbased upon slavery and Chris-
tendom was not is foolish; and in any case
we had better wait and see upon what kind of
labor Christendom was based. - The slave in
Greece-ð'he married, held property, and was
humanely treated--was better off than the
Christian serf. As to-Egypt and Babylonia we
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cannot say to what extent there was slavery
and how slaves were generally treated. , *

Very different figures are given of the, pro-
portion of slaves _in - the Roman Republic and
Empire. Recent authorities admit that all these
figures are rash, and _most of them greatly ex-
aggerated. I,t is safe only to say that probably
there were more than two slaves to each free
man in the hundred million people of the
Empire. They were mostly farm-laborers in
the , provinces. A successful war might bring
into the Empire a hundred _thousand captives,
and they were enslaved on the great imperial
corn-estates or on rivate estates. In Romp e
there were between 300.000 and 400,000 fres-
workers. It was on their labor that the city
rested. The Roman slaves were mainly domes-
tic, and they were not, as a rule, ill treated.

On the immense farms in the provinces the
capthred Gauls or Germans or Slave were at
first vilely treated. Lamentableas this was, it
hardly becomes a Christian to throw stones. He
forgets that while Romans were then only a few
centuries .removed from rbarbarism. Christen-
dom, nearly two thousand years later, set up a
system of black slavery with equally vile con-
ditions.

Into this Roman world came the theories and
sentiments of the Greek philosophers. The
Roman fully recognized the superior culture of
the older civilization across the Adriatic Sea.
and it was not long before every educated
Roman was either a Stole or an Epicurean, "or
both; for they blended the two, taking the best
qualities and omitting the defects of each. In
practice. however, it was"chiefly the Stoic ethic
which informed their views on public questions.

.-It is amusing to read Christian writers on
the Stoics. The popular writer and the preach-
er, of course, have never h ard of the Stoics.
Their views of ancient history are melodra-
matic, even comic. All the world: was wicked
and Polytheistic until the wonderfully-original
gospel of Christ came along. The Christian
scholar knows better, and he has to notice the
ñstoic religion.ò He calls _it a religion because
he has to admit that its moral code was very
high, as high as the Christian; and he ~is not
willing to-admit that there could be such a high
codeapart from religion. It was not a religion.
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It never urged any man to worship the gods,
if there were any, and it expressly dissociated
the moral code from gods or anything spiritual.
The Stoics were Materialists.  

The scomplaint of the Christian scholar gen-
erally is that it was a very fine, but a very
aristocratic, moral code. It was for the intellec-
tuals, the educated. It was a philosophy. It
was ñcold.ò Christianity was warm, was sim-
ple, was calculated to appeal to the great mass
of the people and get things, done. ,

And we may readily admit that Stoicism. as
such. could never be the guiding principle of
the world. It was an ethical exaggeration; and
the mass ofóthe people will in practise never
tolerate moral exaggerations, Christian or
otherwise. It was a philosophy, whereas the
need was for a plain human rule of life. based
upon experience. Yet the Christian scholar
who talks learnedly about the futility of Stoi-
cism is as blind as abat. Stoicism simply trans-
formed Rom-an sentiment by its doctrine of the
equality and brotherhood of men. It had a
magnificent practical triumph. ,

Let óme again underline a truth which is a
simple historical fact. There have in history
been two great periods of benevolence and social
services: one was under the pagan Stoics and
the other is under modern paganism. The Chris-
tian, Era lies between these two paganisms, and
it has as poor a record of social service as one
can imagine. You may learn the truth of this
in regard to woman (Little Blue Book No.
1122). Now for the slave." Elsewhere you
may learn about education (Little Book Book
No. 1128) and philanthropy.

ñIt is an historical fact, supported by the
most positive of evidence," says the Protestant
historian Dr. E. Reich, ñthat slavery in the
Roman Empire-was mitigated by the noble
philosophy of the Stoics. and not by the teach-
ing of the Church Fathers, who never thought
of recommending the abolition of slavery.ò
(History of Civilization, p. 421.)

By the first century the.Stoics. as we,saw,
openly,condemned slavery.ó Other Greek moral-
ists besides the Stoics condemned it. Plutarch
condemned it. Epicurus had come near to con-
deinning it three centuries earlier when he had








































