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I was wandering about in Eastbourne a short while ago,
and by chance went into Boots the Ghemists.An inspection of
the horticultural department revealed a selection of small
canisters ominously labelled "Mole Smoke Generator". Puzzled,
I looked further.It transpired that the product in question
was "Fumite" Mole Smoke Generator.According to the informat-
ion given on the container, this produces clouds of sulphur
dioxide and carbon disulphide gases when lighted, which,
amongst other things, turns to sulphurous acid in the molesó
lungs.In case you already feel sufficiently nauseateg to
protest against this barbaric practice, write to: sfô

nuns-wnssmc (FUMITE DIVISION), ,ò_  1.-y
SALISBURY, _,
WILTSHIRE; _ ~\, *"______

or phone 072-275-282 extension 58. ò -**_ -- -
Anyway, I rang the RSPCA at Brighton and asked them"whe-

ther they thought that the practice of gassing:moles by the
above-mentioned process was particularly humane.They replied
that all their inspectors were out on call, but immediately
wanted to know where it was happening; I was tempted to reply
"all over the country", but instead said that I was asking out
of curiosity.Unable to comment on the matter, they said I'd
better ring their Horsham headquarters.

I rang.Horsham and asked the same question as I'd asked
Brighton RSPGA.The man at the other end of the line said it
was "perfectly terrible". "It's a process of choking," he con-
tinued, "we use chloroform ourselves which sends them to sleep

' first and causes no discomfort." "Aha!" I thought, "humane

mole-murdering." p
i I went on to explain that the culprits were Pains-Wessex

Fumite division, and the RSPCA headquarters said that they'd
probably need a Ministry of Agriculture permit for Class A
poisons; if they hadn't got one, the whole operation was prob-
ably illegal.

The BSPCA bod was quite helpful, and went on to explain
that there were very few methods of catching moles in order
to kill them.humanely;I replied that that wasn't the point-
the smoke generators were designed to produce about 1000
cubic feet of gas, and were on sale to the general public,
who were hardly likely to be infested with an.uncontrol1able
plague of moles which necessitated such drastic treatment.

"we both.agreed that the sale of these smoke generators,
even.to small ohildren,_waÄ_a bit of a problem.

"A little bit of further investigation isrequired,"
the RSPCA.man said; "we've brought it up on more than one occ-
asion at our meetings - we're most unhappy about it."

He recommended that I phone Pains-Wessex Fumite Division
to ask if they had a Class A poisons licence, and also to
PhOH8 baýk the BSPCA.with any further developments.We also
agreed that the Ministry of Agriculture was behaving peculi-
arly in licensing the use of such chemicals.  '

A while later I phoned the Ministry of Agriculture and
asked if it was necessary that O02 and 30 need be licensed
in their use.After being referred to the igricultural Chemicals
Approval Scheme and the pesticides Safety Precautions Scheme
I finally got through to a Mr. Glasswell on 01-876-0494 ext.ô
214 I said I t d t* - wan e o know whether there were any restric-
tions on the use of carbon disulphide and sulphur dioxide as
produced by smoke generators (mentioning Fumite by name).He
said "......in connection with the fumigation of cereals?"
n 0| ' - ' 2No, -I said, "for murderinggmoles." "Ooh!" was the official
reaction, "I'll have a look........"

I was informed that if a company wants a market a pe5ti_
cide, it notifies this to the Min.Ag. All data prepared by the
company on the substance is submitted for ócommercial clear-
ingó to the Agriculture and Health Department.è

"There are no restrictions on the sale of these chemicals,"
I was told; "we have a scheme negotiated with the industry in
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which everything is thorou@1y checked.N<> legelat-ion exists
to control pesticides.ñ

 I asked about the fact that Fumite Mole Smoke Generators
were on sale at Boots the Chemists in Eastbourne;What if small
children.should lay hands on it? "Perfectly safe if you follow
precautions on packet," retcrted Mr.Glasswell, thus neatly dod-
gdng'the question.AnyWay, this didn't tell me much about the
moles' point of view, so I said "thanks very much" and rang off.

my next conversation was with the manager at the Eastbourne
branch of Boots. "I think you'd better ring'our PHD at Ehtting-
ham," he said, quoting a Mr.Bid1eyðThompson on 0602-561ð1l.
"we only stock it - we don't decide what goes on the shelves."

I rang:Nottingham, but Mr.Ridley-Thopson was at lunch.
The switchboard girl took notes and agreed that mole-gassing
wasn't very nice.She said they'd ring back.

Two and a half hours later I phoned back, to be greeted by
none other than the elusivejMr.Ridley-Thompson.His reply to my
question about the inhumanity of Fumite was that they were exp-
ected to supply it to farmers and housewives, etc.Not that I'd
ever noticed that Eastbourne was overloaded with farmers;Maybe
old grannies, but that's about all, and they don't spend their
last years gassing moles with furtive glee.

I Mr.RidleyðThcmpson also said "nobody moans about flyekillers"
quite peevishly, and said that they'd find out if I was right
about there beingzno control on pesticides. "If oufre ri t andY $1
there is no control, I'm.not sure that we can do anything," he
said.He also told me that he was trying to find out the official
standpoint on the matter, and that he'd ring me hack; by the way,
was I the press? "Half and half," I replied; "Underground:maga-
zine." "Oh, I see," (laughs uneasily) "I'll phone you back."

I was awakened from my reverie about building a Moles Rest
Home by a phone call from one of the directors of Boots, who
said he'd been in contact with one of their experts.He said he'd .
been told that the effect of Fumite was as an irritant - it
drove off the moles before it killed them.In fact this is quite
true - the moles don't die from the gas, but from.blistered
lungs caused by the gas.

The Boots man went on to say that local authorities used
istrychnine-dosed worms to kill moles, which wasn't exactly hu-

mane either.When I enquired about the sale of Fumite to small
children, he said, quote: "If we get a lot of small children
buying them, we'd ask them.why they want them." Very effect-
ive it sounds tool!

He also told me, off the record, that Fumite was set up
by the Government during'the war; as they couldn't play at war
any more, presumbly they've resorted to attacking'defenceless
moles.

Finally, he told me that_QÄ{had a mole problem with his
%awnI as it happened, and he'd heard that the best way to erad-
icate moles was to sink a wineðbottle into the run with the
neck protrudingyabove the ground.This generates a highðfrequ-
ency whistle which drives off the moles "Moles d 't '_ H . on like
whistles,ò he said, "but don't quote me - I'm not in the wine
bottle trade."

I sat hack to digest the above information, but about
five minutes later I had a phone call from Pains-Wessex Fumite
Division, who had apparently received a call from Boots d
been sufiiciently agitated to call me.Anyway, they Qnlyiwzýted
to know wh t I ñ ~ -_& __W@nteQ@ so I contented them with the reply that
I was asking out of curiosity.

All that remains now is the problem.of havingNMole Smoke
Ge t ó - Anera or still on the open market, with dead and dying-moles
Still 1itteYiHúóthe Sussex countryside.

You.have all the information you need in thó rtó_ - is a icle toprotest vociferously to the highest authorities about this
lsense ess slaughter of'nature's answer to the Slugóand wire-

WÁPm PrÁb1em1 5Á Why not write/phone at least one of th
mentioned here and make your feelings known. e pople

Of course th ' ', e use of this noxious substance need not be
limited to the friendly little mole; it can be used for
number of subversive activities.......think about it. W any
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Clearing our heads
Gay liberation is about the way gay people feel.About

themselves.About othersiand about SEXUAL.APARTHATE, the att-
itude of mind which decrees that only the heterosexual elect
are acceptable and worthy.Above all, it is a self - liberat-
ion movement; the search among gay people for a new individ- "
ual and collective purpose and identity and the rejection of
all self-images created for us by an alien society.

Gay Liberation began in a riot: the spontaneous retali-
ation of gay people against police violence in New'Ycrk.Two.,.
years later, in the summer of 1971, the Gay Liberation Front -
formed in London. "The Love", which.in Wilde's time "dare not
speak its name" was suddenly being shouted from.the foot of
Nelson's column: Groups of gay people, mostly young, came out_
onto the streets to confront those who have oppressed us.
Policemen were kissed hp boys in draguPlacards were flaunted:.
ñDid you wait till you were twenty-one?"; "Sodomy is coolñ;
"Young, gay, beautiful"; "Gays are people"; "No gays in
Scotland?"; and many other goodies.Gay days were held in  ,
Icndon parks.The G1? street theatre satirised sexism and its
male chauvinist exponents.Britain's first gay newspaper "Come
Together" was published.Gay people reeled with joy.At last it
had.happened.A revolution! Gay people had begun to clear their
heads.GAY LOVE! GAY PRIDE! GAE BESUBRECTION1 Two years later -
it may seem that little has changed.Sexual apahthate continues
its dreary concourse.Gay people continue to be "rolled" or
"queer-bashed",to be discriminated against by employers and ~
work-mates, Gay teenagers to be disowned by uncomprehending
parents and realtives.The lonely and repressed lives continue;
gay people still too frightened to be themselves.And the law,
which embodies and reflects the philosophy of sexual apart hate,
remain the same.Stil1 illegal to be gay in Scotland, if you
are male, Whatever your &ge.Still a criminal offence to be gay
if you are a.male and under twenty-one, or if you.have a lover
who is under that age.Still illegal to place a lonely hearts
ad if youlre gay.Still illegal if there are more than two of
you.Still the verballing up and the harassment go on.

The revolution of l9?l has changed none of that.But it
has provided an.increasing number of gay people with a new and



dynamic self-vision.No longer need we be isolated.No longer
need we accept as our inevitable lot the exploitative lot the
exploitative world of the ghetto.N0 longer need we accept
either the put~downs of those who openly hate us or the crumby
sympathy of the liberal.No longer need we accept or be deeply
affected by the had trip others may have about us.For we have
tumbled the transparency of the arguments which say that gay
1S bad/mad/sad/sick/nnnatural/unChristian, etc. WEIHAVE DISè
comm. non: on IS coon:

from BRIGHTON GLF.

EDITORIAL
Dear Freaks,

We apologise for the late appearance of this issue, hut
due to insurmountable technical difficulties we've had to
operate our duplicator entirely by hand.Should you see a bunch
f0 people walking about with right arms twice the size of their

left ones, you'll know who they are.
Anyway, the productionós improved yet again, this time

due to the introduction of carbon ribbons for the typing.This
has given us a much greater clarity of type.

As from this issue, Attila will have a full-time editor,
but how long this idyllic state of affairs will last depends
on yon, the reading public.In other words, W9 need to sell
LMQRE COPIES! As it happens, a full-time editor will be very
useful, as it should give us time to work on relevant local
issues which we've been unable to investigate up till now.

Finally, we're still keeping our heads above water as far
as money goes, but we need more to pay for repairs to the
duplicator, etc.Never mind, money's a terrible hassle anyway;
has anyone got a good idea for recycling Attilas into synthet~
ic steaks? No? Ah, well, it wasn't a bad idea........

Hope you like this issue ð don't discard it, we're an
information service.

Lots f love,

\\;::Äó (Editor).

.EAT MORE TOASTZ
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SIMILAR MOONS

moon-glew,

for the.moment;
a yellow warmth pervading.

precipitous
to read you.this but
I would hasten.such:moments,

such.time exists and must
be taken; enlist what magic

you.can;

moons like this are magical,
nights like this are frozen
and yet -

I remember similar moons

hanging low in.yellow skies
over ahidh I tripped
and fell lifeless.

98

To Kathy

Brian Moses,

E.C.E.


























