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HELIO, and welcame to this, the first bulletin of the Class Struggle Anarchist
Network. Thanks to all those who took the trouble to send stuff in. One of the main
functions of the Network is the commmication of ideas, news and debate between the
various groups. Apart from the meetings, the bulletin is the best way of doing this,
so it is both useful and important that people get into the habit of writing things
for it - news of regional events, ideas for the network etc,etc, etc. The deadline
for the next bulletin will be arranged at the.......

NEXT MEETING

The next CSAN conference will be held at the 1 in 12 Club, 21/23 Albion St,
Bradford. (Tel 0274 734 160 if you can't find it !), on Sunday October 22nd. Please
aim to arrive at 12.30pm for a lpm start. Food should be available beforehand.

Agenda items should be sent to the Sheffield address at the top of this page,
or, failing that, brought along on the day.

MATT.ING LIST

Additions and corrections to the CSAN mailing list should be sent to P.O. Box
110, Liverpool, L69 6AU.

See you soon,
Liverpool Anarchist Group,
for, and on behalf of the Network.




So what do I think about the.Class
§Erg§5}e Anarchist Network ?

Well for a start I think it should be
just that, a network. A means of passing
information between the different groups
involved. A way of bringing anarchists
from different areas and organisations
together withouff%ﬁ"?he work or independ-
ence of those groups.

Anything more than a network would
involve a degree of 'policy forming' and
at the moment that can only lead to arg-
umg@y and splits, and quite frankly,
an‘ism in Britain just isn't big
enough to be engaging in such nonsense.
A network should be loose enough for
political arguments and developments to
take place without any group or indiv-
idual feeling the need to storm out.

However, we do need to draw up a
brief statement to make it clear that
the network is only open to those who
consider class struggle central to their
anarchism.

This is partly to exclude the liberals
lifestylists and other odds and sods who
populate the fringes of the moxement,
but mainly to state clearly that anarch-
ism is about organisation, militancy and
class struggle, and that we are the ana-
rchist movement in this country.

Apart from communication, the network |

should also be used to co-ordinate
anarchist activity on certain occaisions.
The regional tour by a Scottish anti-
poll tax speaker is a good start. We
could also, for example, work with North-
ern Anti-Fascist Action to ensure that
thy ximum number of anarchists were

ab.
Where there is something like an anti-
poll tax march or a mass picket, the
network could agree on a general mobil-
isation where we try to get as many
people as possible on the anarchist sec-
tion.

I feel strongly that demonstrations
are part of the public face of the ana-
rchist movement, so it is all the more
annoying when people who are drunk or
who are offensive to passers-by join
the anarchist contingent. Now personally,
I think that those people should be
heaved out of the anarchist section and
I know others share this view but no-one
has done it yet because they fear crit-

2o be present at anti-fascist events.
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icism from other anarchists. Again, this
is where the network comes in handy bec-
ause our response to such situations can
be worked out in advance and the necess-
ary action taken on the day.

We should be northern based for all
the reasons stated in the introductory
letter. A national network would be too
big and difficult for us to co-ordinate
anyway.

However if groups from outside the
north wish to attend our meetings or
recieve our mailing, they should be wel-
comed as long as they are doing this with
a view to forming a CSAN in their own
region. We don't want to go national Dby
default .

In the long term a viable national
framework can only come about after the
establishment of several healthy region-—
al networks and if we in the north can
make ours work, we should encourage the
formation of others.

To help make the network work, I
think that each group or individual who
wants to go on the contact/membership/
mailing/ whatever you want to call it
list, should pay a pound a year for
printing and postage costs and to clearly
define who's in and who isn't. This will
mean having a membership secretary, but
don't worry comrades, I'm sure we can

handle this infant bureaucracy .

At the moment we have four national
anarchist organisations and a great many
local groups. However, none of them can
claim to be the anarchist movement or to
have all the answers (some, if not all
of the nationals say as much in their

~Aims & Principles).

We aren't like the left - loads of
tiny groups squabbling to be the party,
the leadership. It's fine for class
struggle anarchists to be in different
groups with different approaches but
none of those groups (not even the one
I'm in !) can create an anarchist move-
ment. The movement is all of those groups.
It grows when the groups work together
and develops it's ideas as their polit-
ical ideas rub together:

I want the CSAN to become the anar-
chist movement, not by cramming all the
organisations into one, but by providing
them with a framework for co-ordination
and communication. Cont0 on e g ]




THE ROLE OF THE C.S.A.N.

The Anarchist Workers' Group welcomes
the initiative of the 'Class Struggle
Anarchist Network'. However, our support
for it must be critical, for reasons we
hope this submission will make clear. We
believe the network has a role to play
in the "movement'", but its very nature
limits this role in terms of political
efficiency. We believe the network can-
not be much more than a talking shop as
it stands at present, let alone play an
interventionist role, because there is
little in the way of real unity beyond
a shared label of "class struggle anarch-
ism".

For the network to adopt the specific
title "class struggle" is encouraging as
it shows that some anarchists are trying
to shake off the lifestyle attitude of
those who have dragged anarchism away
from its working class libertarian roots.
However, the best traditions of working
class libertarianism have been imbued
with the principles of theoretical and
tactical unity, necessetating tight and
coherent organisation. This is something
which the network either fails or refuses
to recognise.

"The Organisational Platform of the
Libertarian Communists''* was drawn up
because of the failings of Russian anar-
chists during and after October 1917. The
Platform calls for "one organisation,
constantly agitating, as demanded by the
reality and the strategy of the class
struggle" with "a homogeneous programme".
The Diela Trouda Group** identified the
principle reason for anarchism as a
"small event" in the history of the work-
ing class as '"the absence of organisatio-
nal principles and practises in the anar-
chist movement".

The network meeting's discussions high-
light the anti-intellectualism of the
British anarchist movement, leading to an
unwillingness to develop our theory and
test it out in the arena of class struggle,
and' the inability of refusal to draw out
and learn from the specifically libertar-
ian content and implication of struggles
and argue our conclusions and strategies
to the class. Lack of theoretical discuss-—
ion in the preliminary stages of such an
organisation means that unity is forced
and merely delays disunity and disinteg-
ration of a group. Furthermore, without
any understanding of our:own history and
especially the ideas developed by those
who have recognised the weaknesses of
spontaneism and synthesis, we have little
hope of tackling those who have not lea-
rned from the defeat of the Russian rev-

olution, and who glorify the Bolshevik
counter-revolution.

The class struggle network could never
take a political lead on any class issue
because it lacks a concrete political
programme, and it seems to be unwilling
to adopt one. There were strong displays
of antipathy towards anarchist organisat-
ions which tends to be contradictory
since the network, like it or not, is an
organisation; albeit of the synthesis
(umbrella) variety. Synthesis organisat-
ions can achieve little politically
because they are unable to rise above
"lowest common denominator' politics.
This means that such an organisation will
always be tail-ending struggles and cam-
paigns, and its members will be unable {
offer an alternative strategy to reform
ism and bankrupt ideologies such as
trotskyism.

We need a movement capable of ensuring
that anarchist ideas are the leading ideas
within the class.

This submission must appear to be con-
siderably negative, but hopefully we have
indicated why our organisation believes
its support will remain critical and that
there are concrete reasons for this cri-
tical standpoint.

On a more positive note, we intend to
continue to attend the meetings and will
be more than willing to provide speakers
and reading material for groups meetings
on various issues.

For libertarian communism,

[éégrchist Workers Group northern branches.l

* "The Organisational Platform of the

Libertarian Communists'"written 1926 by

the Diela Trouda Group, Russian anarchist

militants in exile in Paris. ‘
.

** Diela Trouda meaning "workers cause"
the group included Nestor Makhno, Piotr
Arshinov and Ida Mett.
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West Yorkshire

- For the Class Struggle Network Bulletin.

Fighting racism today.

Unfortunatley AWG members had to leave the CSN meeting before the discussion
on racism and events in Dewsbury. However there are a number of points we would
like to make, resulting from the minutes of the meeting. Firstly, it should be
made clear that we are taking on the growth in racism and not simply the small
mobilisations of fascists. Most of the discussion seems to have centred on
fighting fascists rather than the racist climate in which they are attempting
to gain a foothold.

‘ Three reasons were given in the minutes for public sympathles lying, more

ikely, with fascists, rather than anti-racists;

1) "Left wankers" seperating themselves from the working élass,
2) Police manipulation,
3) Media representation as black vs white.

None of these touch on an understanding of the conditions under which racist
ideas gain acceptance. ‘It is ridiculous to blame the left for the present
racist climate. This climate is the product of the backlash against the Rushdie
campaign, and is underpinned by the state and medias attack on muslims. This
has seen an unrelenting fueling of hatred against the Asian community. This
comes in the context of a number of other incidents that have enforced racial
prejudice. In education, the Dewsbury schools dispute of 1987 <4 the present
dispute in Birmingham, have seen racism directed at the Asian communities
involved. This has been flanked by consistant state racism - through immigration
controls, Education Reform Acts and housing policies. Following the Dewsbury
schools dispute racist attacks were to rise by 40%. In London black communities
have felt widespread violence with rises in reported attacks up by 60%. From
Muslim marches in Bradford to the Nottlng Hill carnival blacks have facéd the
brunt of racist policing.

To find an explaination for such persistant activity we should look towards
the deeply rooted nationalism that is ingrained in British society. This 1is
not a product of the left, but does display the vital need to build an anti-
racist movement in the working class.

The events at the Dewsbury rally prove a number of points about fighting
racism. We would like to provide more than calls to; "mask up in future”,
‘(CSN MINUTES). The defence campaign set up in the aftermath of the rally is
setting out to establish a focus for anti-racists, in the face of the
backlash that is facing activists in the area. Police have made raids and
arrests on more Asians in an attempt to round up the organisers of the rally.
Nothing could prove more, the need to build a movement to respond to. this
victimisation. ‘

Beggining with the court cases, we need to ensure that movement is built.
The defence campaign is building links for a national mobilisation against
racist attacks in November. Anarchists should build the greatest possible
support for this initiative, if we are to confront the latent or organised
racism that is on the rise.

The possibilities are great, with thousands of Asian youth ready to
resist the oppression faced by their communities. Many though are drawn
to the Rushdie campaign. Muslim leaders are aware of the groundswell
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of anger

that is more concerned with confronting racist British society

than the Satanic Verses. Only recently Muslim leaders have met in Bradford
to, in their own words to "put the campaign back &h the rails". To provide
an anti-racist alternative could organise these Asians into a powerful voice
rather than taking refuge in Islam and the reactionary Rushdie campaign.

It will be neccessary to take the issues into the working class, where we
must win the arguements that workers have nothing to benefit from the divisions
of racism. Anarchists should build support for a national anti-racist demo
within trade union branches, studeant unions, and community groups. And within
the campaign anarchists should provide the clear message of the need to build
anti-racism from below and support the self defence of black communities.

The Dewsbury defence campaign can be contacted at :

Dewsbury Defence Campaign,
Kirklees CRC,
24 WESTGATE,
Huddersfield.

e B Vg —
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I want the network to be able to help
set up anarchist groups and spread anar-
chist propaganda ( its own and that of
its constituent groups), so that when
people get interested in anarchism, there
is a movement ready for them to join.

The last thing we want is for future
anarchists to have to go through the
Same process as most of us did - work-
ing hard to search out other anarchists
and then wasting time cutting through the
~ liberalism and the bullshit before find-
ing out what anarchism was really about.

I know some people are sceptical
about anarchist networks, that old timers
have seen them come and go before. But
that is all the more reason to make this
one work. We need tolerance and we need
to think before making decisions. We
also need a few successes - big mobil-
isations, good meetings, regional tours
etc. We need to define anarchism as
class based and to show like minded
people that it is both possible and des-
irable to work through the CSAN.

When this happens we will have a real
anarchist movement in the north.

K, LzvsRRsL .

HUDDERSFIELD AWG
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LEEDS NEWS FOR CSAN

Hello, hope all's well,

We have just been given an A3
offset litho printer. The idea is to
base it in the North West. We want -~
anyone who's interested in printing
to contact us. In the verv near future
we want to hold a meeting with all
interested parties to discuss how
we can run the machine effectively.
It is meant to be a good offset and
there will be a chance for all
interested people to learn how to
use it. Hopefully it will mean
that all @ groups in the North will
have access to some sort of
printing facilities.

Please contact us at:

)

Printers, Box 25,
52 Call Lane,
LEEDS LS1,
W.Yorks.

Also

Any group wanting a speaker from
Scotland on the Poll Tax for their
local group, contact the above addressi|
We can coordinate an @narchist anti-
poll taxer from Edinburgh. Please
reply soon. Thanks.

—
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We live in a bitterly divided class society ,
The working class, the middle class, and
e ruling class make up this society. The
rking class, who comprise the vast majori-
of the population, are forced to sell
eir labour and brains to meet their basic
eds: food, housing, clothing, etc. The
ges we earn are but a mere fraction of
at we produce for the bosses and the rul-
g class. A worker may be able to make 20
30 video recorders a week, but his/her
ges will only allow him/her to buy one.
is is one simple example of capitalism. WE
oduce the wealth, not for ourselves, but
r the ruling class, who reinvest this
alth back into the banks, machinery, raw
terials, etc.; and ultimately into the
xurigms lifestyles they are able to lead.
18 1,5 the cycle of capitalism rolling
alway® to the benefit of the ruling class.
This tiny elite, the ruling class, made up
the most revolting bloodsuckers such as
liticians, heads of church, freemasons,
ltinationals, top cops and generals, etc.,
n and control everything. They have the
ney, the land, and the power. 77 of the
OWN 847 OF THE WEALTH. The state (Gover-
ents, ministries, cops, army, teachers,
nily life, prisons, media, mental homes,
c.), though it may occasionally work agai-
t capitalism,. keeps this process in order
and crushes all those who dare to resist.

Capxtalxsn, the state, and the class sys:—
\; cannot be changed through bourgeoxs
lxlxamentg; we cannot expect real justice
rrough :bc'bourgeo1s cout:s,.sxmply because
ese 1n3"‘tn ons were set up, and the
rles made $. by the” ruling elass, to protect
eir own iycergsts, and control working
ass anger.&f';«'-x T -

Asked nlcely the ruling class will never
ve up its stoleh, spoilt lives. It will
ver give up its power unless we take it as
class. The only language the ruling class
d its paid mercenaries, the cops and army,

b

. .CLASS STRUGGLE ANARCHISM

The Trade Union movement today has more
than it has to do with workers control.

to do with controlling workers
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use is v1olence' the only language thev und-
erstand is that of class violence. WE FIGHT
FOR A WORKING CLASS REVOLUTION.

Class unification and class consciousness
1s what the capitalists fear most. To offset
this they erect artificial barriers and del-
iberately foster ideas based on ignorance
such as racism, sexism, heterosexism, wage
slaves against the dole slaves, etc. When it
comes to housing we are told to blame the
Asian family on the corner, not the capital-
ists who own 3 or 4 houses, each costing
hundreds of thousands. When companies sack

-
L

-the workers, and unemployment rises, we're

told to blame the blacks, women workers, or
the unions - not the bosses, who can sack
overnight thousands of workers. White again-
st black, men against women, protestant
against catholic, united against city,

- DIVIDE AND RULE. The most naus1at1ng spect—-

acle since the second world war is the att-
empt made by the state and the ruling class
to pretend class is a thing of the past.
Read a copy of the 'SUN' and you'll see
such trash as "we're all middle class now".
We are apparantly "middle class" now becau-
se we have a video or colour TV. Meanwhile
the real middle-classes (Doctors, dentists,

.lawyers, professionals, etc.) are havan 1t

easy in luxury houses, living it up in posh
restaurants, or pretending to be poor social
workers whn]e their bank accounts swell. We
may now be able ro afford a video recorder,
after slaving away in a crumy office or
stinking factory for years,but the power
and the wealth always stays firmly in the
hands of the capitalists. The mystification
and deliberate attempt at confusing class
is vital to the ruling class.

One of our first tasks as class strupgle
anarchists is to expose these false divis-
ions, mystifications, and lies that prevent
the working class from uniting and destrov-
ing capitalism and the state.









