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THE WEST COUNTRY ACTIVIST NETWORK NEWSLETTER --è

Britain, New Zealand, Colombia and when they began taking them out on the
commandeered metro line, the
Blue/Pink southern contingent of
around two thousand headed back
through the valley to meet upó with the
Italians who were besieging e Prague
apera House - where the IMF and
orld Bank were hoping to get enter-

tained that night. The opera, nowevei,
was shelved, but any bankers who had
stuck around glpt plenty of excitement as
the ritual flag urning of a well-trashed
McDo;1a1dós illustrated the biger i;1ten-
tion o a r 've revo utiona orce.
ñFight h% m,ò the Äafifg read.
The message was clear. omans Go
Home. The Blue bloc got it, where the
reds didn't. This isn't about debt relief or
institutional reform. Prague, alongside
the resistance rising up from Argentina
to Aberfan is about putting the
American Empire in check, about revers-
ing a system controlled by corporations,
about dismantling the companies and
replacing them with communities, about
creating a society in place of the system.
As nig t fell the remaining Blues (1. few
hundred) traded cobblestones with riot
cops in Wenceslas Square (Action SW
earned a gou ed knee from a cop-
thrown co blts. The following days
would see over 850 people jailed, and
another hundred ódisappearedô, many to
be brutalised away from the grlare of the
lenses. But on the streets of ague s26,
an international fighting force had come
ltaogether under a revolutýznary anarchist
anner, and from here, ere will be no
retreat. No Pasaran... well, until the
petrol runs out anyroad.

MELLOW YELLOW
The several thousand strong Yellow

contingent, headed by the Ya Basta -
"White Overall" Michelin men and
women from Bologna, Italy - went for
the brictilge. Towering 300 feet above the
valley oor and the only northem exit
from the conference centre. The bridge
was already guarded by 200 riot cops
(decked out lIól the latest riot gear on
loan from their American buddies), 2
tanks and a load of troops guarding the
rear þank.

rural festival went ahead on the Sunday
of lobalised ca ital the first time despite police pressure and six venue beyond. The police barricade of riot cops

the Ila}? and World) Bank annual meetð changes, and the happy-clappies of the and water cannon had been formed at
ings were held in a former eastern bloc Iubilee 2000 debt campaign] got their the top of Lumirova - taking the advan-
country. They decided on the Czech own photo-og set-piece on . tage of the slope and narrowing of the
capital Prague, a city swiftly colonised But the s 6 main event made the road. The anarchist bloc grouped for a
once the iron curtain came down by biggest mark. Thousands thronged to moment ýfty yards from enemy lines -
westem corporations keen tn exploit the Namesti Mini (Peace Square) mee-1,è then surged in. There was a nazi carve-
cheap rents, minimal business tax and ing ópoint all Tuesday morning, rocked up(going Cl0W1'\ in tne fortress on the
a trendy ónew left bankô image. After by nited Systems sounds and enter-- an no obstacle was going to stand in
s26 - when up to 20,000 international tained by a 70 foot tall blue sphere their way. The determination of the
activists challenged capital - it's unlike- labelled "Balls To The A party crowd took us all a bit unawares - barri-
ly the bankers will return. atmosphere ruled, despite the papers cades were swept aside as cobblestones

In a climate cooked up by scaremon- having promised tear gas, water cannon, and molotovs rained on the old bill who
gering headlines and a neoliberal gov- stun grenades and tan sall week. Police responded half-heartedly with stun
ernment eager for western approval (the took a low profile, and the only down- grenades and water. The kids seemed
Czech Republic is joining ato and is side was the International Socia ists, actè unperturbed. Officers were divested of
angling for EU membership), Prague cit- ing like they were at a revivalist meetð sticks, shields and helmets and liberally
izens were warned not to speak to ing, waving placards in unison and beaten with flag poles and bits of two-
demonstraters and all 1,100 state schools practising their chants. by-four. Support teams kept the front
in the capital were shut for the duration Then came the moment to move off. lines in ammunition and made sure tear
of the demonstrations. In addition virtu- In a I18-style tactic, there were three gas cannisters got speedigleigturned to
ally the entire country's police were colour-coded sections to the march or. sender. Around four hun anarchis-
drafted in to Prague, bolstered by 5,000 the Conference Centre: Yellow, Pink and tas battled it out for over an hour to the
50ldie1'5,tank5,helic()pt0r5, troop trucks Blue (designed to avoid colour c0nfu~ dedicated rhythm of Seattle's Infernal
and other kit loaned by the military, and sion like at London's Mayday). All Noise Briga e - standard bearers stal-
with óadviceô from western law enforce- would march as one until the Blues wart in the front ranks throughout. "No

peeled off to take the westem approach Pasaran!" was the cry as a tatty-looking
to the castle-like Conference Centre, the police line was reinforced with a couple
Yellows taking the bridge leading to the of water-firing tanks. Up till now there
meetings, leaving the Pinls to march on was a real danger of the Blues {pining
the eastem flank. And that's more or less Wolfensohn for tea in the rague
what happened... Conference Centre (had the three- or

four thousand-strong Blue march filling
BLUE TUESDAY the western exit to the conference centre
After a successful s lit on Karlovo managed to_push forward together).

Square the Blue crew lfeaded south to Commumcanon between autonomous
hack out the bankers on the western: groups on the ground was seriously dif-
flank. "We have split? Now we are just icult. When the tear gas came out, many
Blue Bloc?è asked the Polish mmm,_mi_ stalled momentarily to gas mask up. Not
cation bod. "Yes," came the replly, ñbut the Greeks. "Let us through," they said,
now we are the Black Bloc." In t etpast we re used to It Slmllarl an beasts
48 hours it had become clear - the ink

It was meant to be a defining moment

were s itkic in insurrectionists tgom
around the wor d, joining local ou s
under the umbrella name of INREEGP -
Initiative Against Economic
Globalisation. Globalisation of capital
was met by globalisation of resistance -
so British anarchists rubbed shoulders
with German autonomists, Italian Ya
Basta crews mixed with hardcore Poles,
Americans with Spanish, along with
French, Belgians, sraelis, Australians
and the rest. Many were in town before
526, and in the run up the Convergence
Centre on the north-westem fringe of
the city proved a melting pot of ideas
and experience - a fertile training, dis-
cussion and work space. In addition a
largely American group took charge of
an Indy Media Centre, aiming to pro-
duce frontline reports of the action and
the issues, bypassing mainstream media
filters.

To utilise the large numbers of up-for-
it political dissidents around, several
smaller events led up to s26: an anti-fas-
cist demo on the Saturday to coincide
with a Nazi rally was banned, but still
went ahead (eclipsing in size and impact
the fascists); the Arts Of Resistance cul-

ment agencies.
Ranggd against the forces of ca ital

lucky enough to grab a straf}/I B132 insur-
rectionist foun themse ves buried
beneath a flurry of Israelis. The unigy
was cast iron. As the battle subside ,
word came through that the Pink posse
could use some hel around the south-
ern side of the PCCPSome Blues stayed
to skirmish with olice in Intifada-stvle
scenes and erect Earricades of scaffold-
ing, garage doors and bonýres to secure
this route, while others moved south-
wards. The Blue mole inside the meet-
ings kept the kids on the streets updated
on movements of delegates (a few who
tried to leave on foot had to return to the
centre minus intact nose cartilage) and

route was going to be red, the Yellow
lot, Ya Basta, and the Blue... well, the
Blue was looking increasingly black.

In the event, the three thousand-
stronsg lntemational Socialist contingent
[the WP] buckled on the day - the real
global unity was going down on the
lue line. A black and red flag-wielding

hooded crew of international anarchists
crossed the railway around 1 oôclocl<.
Spain's CNT, Czech's Solidarita, contin--
gents from Germany, Poland, Greece
and Israel stood shoulder to shoulder
with loose cannon mobs from Russia,

So was etting through an impossible
task? May but the fun hadn't started.
Ya Basta started to organise and form
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