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introduction

LGBT history month is an event designed to introduce a previously ‘hidden’ history to school children across Britain.
Being ovarlooked in the national curriculum has meant that many of us within the LGBT community may also be

unaware of the events and people who have come before us, made an impact on our lives (whether we realise it or

5 not) or the contribution which LGBT people have made to society as a whole.
Education destroys ignorance.,

Hopefully more and more school children will begin to learn that LGBT people are no longer figures of hate, fear, fun
: or ridicule. We have always existed and will always exist. We have been kings and queens, politicians and protestors,

musicians and writers, thinkers and doers. And this especially important for those young LGBT people who are in our

schoolrooms. No longer will they feel that they are the only ones. No longer will they feel that their lives will revolve

around hiding and bullying. They will see that the only limits to their achievements are their imaginations...

On a perscnal note I must add that I do not inke (or really approve or) history being a list of names, dates and the

‘great and the good’. To my mind, history is t ancestors-lec-ane-the-tmpactonrthen
of social, political and economic change and THEIR impact on society. That said, to write that story would have been a

mammoth task. S0, as a compromise, this history lists ‘the great and the good’ (and occasionally bad), important
events and those people who, through their bravery, dedication or even homophobic malice have shaped our
community into what it is today. It is not intended to be exhaustive, and I'm sure you could list many, many people

who you feel should have been included (and many who shouldn't!).

Andy Stuart
Editor, PCS Proud Magazine
November 2004 - February 2005

If you have any corrections, amendments or ideas for future inclusions, please get in touch:

editor@pcsproud.org.uk
WWW.pcsproud.org.uk
PCS Proud
PO Box 100
SOUTH WEST
M16 7XT

Written and compiled by Andy Stuart for PCS Proud in support of LGBT History Month,
rebruary 2005

While PCS Proud retain the ownership of this document, where appropriate, we believe that information
should be shared amongst all these in the LGBT Community. If you wish to use this document outside of
the realms of PCS Proud, please get in touch and let us know how the information will be used.

POLITZNESS COSTS NOTHING!




NOTES

Wherever possible relevant texts for each entry have heen inserted at the end of an entry. A
of the document includes more general histories and further reading

bibliography at the and e
suggestions - where a person does not have a subsequent reference, readers should be directed to
. . A meig

‘Who's Who in Gay and Lesbian Hi
Rohert Aldrich and Garry Wotherspoon (£C Nhere a particular incident or statistic does not

contain a reference, readers are directed to the bibliography at Appendix 1

Not every person listed in tﬁis booklet is. actually L, G, B or T. There have been many people
throughout history who are do not come into the traditional boundaries of our community, but have

been supportive and brave in their support (and equally, there have been many only too willing to
attack us!)

Unless an event or person highlights one particular part of our community (lesbian, gay, bisexual or
transgender) I have used the term ‘homosexual’. This should be viewed with caution as it did not

actually come into existence until 1869, but entries prior to that date maintain its useage.

Countries are listed when they made homosexuality legal. Please treat these incidents with care:
even though the homosexuality may be legal, it does not mean that homosexuals have not been

subject to persecution. Also, although it is le
higher than that for heterosexuals. For a2 guide to the ‘state of play’ with

 consent, please see Appendix 2

gal, the ‘age of consent’ for homosexuals is frequently
regards the age of




620bc

Sappho born
One of the earliest and most respected of Greek Lyrical poets. Although little of her writing survives,

what does displays what many believe to be the first expressions of female love and desire. Hailing
from Lesbos, her links with the island coined the term ‘lesbian’. ‘Lesbian Desire in the Lyrics of Sappho'

— J. MclIntosh Snyder

470bc

Socrates born
Greek Philosopher, the first to subject ethics to philosophical scrutiny. Alleged lover of Alcibiades, a

notorious bisexual philanderer, ‘Greek Homosexuality’ = K J Dover

460DC

e e A

Aristophanes born
Greek dramatist. Usually the writer of bawdy plays, he is credited as being a contnbutor to Plato’s

'Symposium’ which recognises the power of sexual iove and its search for the union with another, be it
of the same sex or the opposite sex. ‘Greak Homasexuality’ — K J Dover

—

450bc

Agathon born
Greek dramatist. Referred to as part of a homosexual couple with Pausamias - his long term lover - by

Aristophanes. ‘Greek Homosexuality’ — K J Dover

356bc

Alexander the Great born

Hellenistic ruler, Ran great milit
Hephaeston and Bagoas as two of his lovers.

‘Psychohistory’ 9, 4

tary campaigns. Ancients also wrote of his love for boys, naming
‘Homosexuals in Greek History' — T Africa, in

Roman General and politician. Despite his prowess in war and his numerous wives and female lovers,
an attempt was made to discredit him by claiming he had a youthful affair with Nicomedes, King of

Favourite of the Roman Emperor Hadrian. Their strong relationship resulted — on the death of Antinous
~ in his deification by Hadrian as well as the establishment of a new city, Antinooplis, in his honour.

Although other contemporary texts looked into the penances for same-sex relations, Damian’s work -
looked at the subject head on - likening same-sex relationships to the

infection of cancer or leprosy, as a crime which destroys the body and soul and which is 3 more serious

=

Julius Caesar born
100bc

Bithymia...some things never change... ‘Julius Caesar’ = M. Grant
Antinous born
‘Beloved and God: the Story of Hadrian and Antinous’ = R Lawbert

| St. Peter Damian born

1007 ‘The Book of Gomorrah' -
¥

offence than bestiality

1284

Edward II born
King of England. While he fought an intractable war with Scotland, he also fought with his own

nobility over his love for another man - Piers Gaveston. So afraid of their relationship and Gaveston's
influence, the nobility were driven to murder Gaveston in 1312, and Edward in 1327. Same -5ex

Unions in Pre-modern Eurcpe’ - J Boswell




Jean II de Bon bomn

King of France. Although married and father to 10 children, the great love of his life was said to be
Charles de la Gerda. Their closeness elicited the fear and jealousy of the French Barons who had de Ia
Gerda stabbed to death in 1354. After the murder, the King's grief was said to be greatly public,

veering from fury to despair. Jean le Bon' - ] Devicsse

1319

Massimi born

Ttalian writer. Published ‘Hecatelegium’ in 1489 — which was s0 frank on the subject of homosexuality
(Massimi even declared and celebrated his love of ‘sodomy”) that he was ostracised by literary
historians. A notorious ‘sodomite’, admitting that when he passed, youths would touch their ear in a
sign meaning ‘poof’ — a sign still in use today. ‘Gay and Lesbian poetry frpm Sappho to Michelangelo’ -

J Wilhelm (ED)

1400

e ——

Leonardo da Vinci born

Ttalian artist and scientist. While a youth he was tried (and freed on & tecnnicality) of sodormismyg one

Jacopo Saltarelli. In later years it was said his relationship with Gian Giacomo Caprotti was rather more
than that of ‘father and son’. ‘Eros di Leonard’ - Fimagelli

1452

Michelangelo born

Italian sculptor, painter, poet and architect. The most important artist of the Italian High Renaissance.
Despite the homoerotic nature of some of his works, there is no clear evidence of Michelangelo’s
homosexuality, or the consummation of sexual longing. It is known, however, that he fell overtly in
love with one nobleman, Tommaso de’ Cavaliert, ‘Michelangelo’ - H Hibbard

|

1475

BRITAIN: Buggery becomes a capital crime (given a mandatory death sentence). Little
distinction is drawn betwesn male-male or male-female acts. These laws also covered the American
colonies and therefore passed into US law on independence.

1530

o

Christopher Marlowe born

English dramatist and poet. While his plays ‘Dido’ and ‘Hero and Leander’ had homosexual subtexts, his
‘Edward II’ laid bare the 16™ century view of homoesexuality for all to see. The tragedy of the tale (see
Edward II for details) left Marlowe open to critics and religious reformers alike. This, coupled with his
alleged spying for the government, led him to be conceived of as a dangerous character, His death in a
pub braw! has left many suspicious of foul play to this day. ‘Sodometries’ — J Goldberg

1564

———

James I/VI born

King of Scotland (as James VI) from 1567 and King of England (James I) from 1603. His love of men
aroused gossip from an early age. Notable partners included Esme Stuart (whom he raised to a
position of power), Francis Stewart Hepburp, Earl of Bothwell (whom James kissed and embraced in
nublic to great scandal) and Alexander Lindsay, Lord Spynie. His longest affair was with George Villiers,
Duke of Buckingham, which began in 1613. 'King James’ - Antonia Fraser

1566

Caravaggio born

Italian painter. His nudes, according to Margaret Walters, ‘(catered) to an openly homosexual
subculture in Rome’, while in his life he had a number of ‘close friendships’ with young men, including
a fellow painter, Mario Minniti. ‘The Male Nude’ - Margaret Walters; ‘Caravaggio’ — M Calvesi |
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