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lntrmiuetinn
LGBT history month is an event designed to introduce a previously óhiddenô history to school children across Britain.

Being overlooked in the national curriculum has meant that many of us within the LGBT community may also be
unaware of the events and people who have come before us, made an impact on our lives (whether we realise it or

not) or the contribution which LGBT people have made to society as a whole.
Education destroys ignorance.

Hopefully more and more school children will begin to learn that LGBT people are no longer ýgures of hate, fear, fun
or ridicule. We have always existed and will always exist. We have been kings and queens, politicians and protestors,
musicians and writers, thinkers and doers. And this especially important for those young LGBT people who are in our
schoolrooms. No longer will they feel that they are the only ones. No longer will they feel bhat their lives will revolve

 around hiding and bullying. They will see that the only limits to their achievemenw are their imaginations..-

On a personal note I must add that I do not like (or really approve or) history being a list of names, dates and the
ógreat and the oodô.To m mind hlsto i r |-1 ll. - - 0- -- ' - - ame ðð
of social, political and economic change and THEIR impact on society. That said, to write that sto would have been aô

mammo s. o, as a compromise, i IS lstory iss óthe great and the goodô (and occasionally bad), important
events and those people who, through their bravely, dedication or even homophobic malice have shaped our

community into what it is today. It is not intended to be exhaustive, and I'm sure you could list many, many people
who you feel should have been included (and many who shouldnôt!).

Andy Stuart
Editor, PCS Proud Magazine

November 2004 - February 2005

If you have any corrections, amendments or ideas for future inclusions, please get in touch:

editor@pcsproud.org.uk
www.pcsproud.org.ul<

PCS Proud
 P.O. Box 100 l

SOUTH WEST
M16 7XT

~ Written and compiled by Andy Stuart for PCS Proud in support of LGBT History Month,
February 2005

l óWhile PCS Proud retain the ownership of this document, where appropriate, we believe that information
l should be shared amongst all those in the LGBT Community. If you wish to use this document outside of
I the realms of PCS Proud, please get in touch and let us know how the information will foe used.
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mitts  
h b inserted at the end of an entry AóWherever possible relevant texts for each entry ave een . .. . . d.

"blio "aphy at the end of the document lnrludes more general histories and further rea inggl mu... - it H -

suggestions - where a person does not have a subsequent reference, readers should be directed to
' " -- ----ð'-:-2I-1-iii-I1!

óWhoôsW oln ay an esian l - H - -~ - - - -- - ~ --- - - ---
:"-- :.- ' - .|- .1; 1- --1--.--I - 1|-r - rti_culaL_in_c_identor statistic does not
contain a reference, readers are directed to the bibliography at Appendix 1

Not every person listed in this booklet is. actually L, G, B or T. There have been many people
th hout history who are do not come into the traditional boundaries of our community, but haveroug
been supportive and brave in their support (and equally, there have been many only too willing to
attack us!)

Unless an event or person highlights one par'dcular part of our community (lesbian, gay, bisexual oróth tion as it did nottransgender) I have used the term óhomosexualô. This should be viewed Wl cau
actually come into existence until 1869, but entries prior to that date maintain its useage.

Countries are listed when they made homosexuality legal. Please treat these incidents with care:T t b neven though the homosexuality may be legal, it does not mean that homosexuals have no ee
subject to persecution. Also, although it is legal, the óage of consentô for homosexuals l5 frequently
higher than that for heterosexuals. For a guide to the óstate of playô with regards the age of
consent, please see Appendix 2
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Sappho bom v
One of the earliest and most resp cted of Greek Lyrical poets Although little of her writing survives,

I i C ' W Uó h f t ressions of female love and desire. Hailingwhat does displays what many believe to be t e irs exp
from Lesbos, her links with the island coined the term ólesbianô. óLesbian Desirein the Lyrics of Sapphoô
ð J. McIntosh Snyder
 

Socrates born
hó l tó Alle ed lover of Alcibiades, aGreek Philosopher, the first to subject ethics to philosop ica scru iny. g

notorious bisexual philanderer. óGreek Homosexualityô - KJ Dover

Aristophanes born ' '
Greek dramatist Usually the writer of bawdy plays, he is credited as being a contributor to Plato'sÃ-

4Á0bc ' ô ' ' ' ' l ó d 'ts earch for the union with another, be it

___|g-{iii T13 1-ó G
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óSymposium which recognises the power of sexua love an I s
of the same sex or the opposite sex. óGreek Homosexualityó ð ñK J Doye__ij__ _ __ __.__..__ _._ ._- M - I -ð---
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Agathon born
Greek dramatist. Referred to as part of a homosexual couple with Pausamias ð his long term lover - by
Aristophanes. óGreek Homosexualityô ð K J Dover .
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Alexander the Great born .
Hellenistic ruler. Ran great military campaigns. Ancients also wrote of his love for boys, naming
Hephaeston and Bagoas as two. of his lovers. óHomosexuals in Greek Historyô - T Africa, in
óPsychohistoryô 9, 4 '

I.

Julius Caesar born
; Roman General and politician. Despite his prowess in war and his numerous wives and female lovers,

an attempt was made to discredit him by claiming he had a youthful affair with Nicornedes, King of
Bithymia...some things never change... óJulius Caesarô -ð M. Grant

i-
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Antinous born  

ó 1 i Favourite of the Roman Emperor Hadrian. Their strong relationship resulted - on the death of Antinous
- in his deiýcation by Hadrian as well as the establishment of a new city, Antinooplis, in his honour

' ó óBeloved and God: the Story of Hadrian and Antinousô - R Lawbert
u - ó

St Peter Damian born A
I B Although other contemporary texts looked into the penances for same-sex relations, Damian's work -
l óThe Book of Gomorrahô - looked at the subject head on - likening same-sex relationships to the

infection of cancer or leprosy, as a crime which destroys the body and soul and which is a rnore serious
offence than bestiality

Edward II born .
King of England. While he fought an intractable war with Scotland, he also fought with his own

1 nobiliw over his love for another man -ð Piers Gaveston. So afraid of their relationship and Gaveston s
inþuence, the nobility were driven to murder Gaveston in 1312, and Edward in 1327. Same-sex
Unions in Pre-rnodern Europeô - J Boswell P
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Jean II de Bon born
King of Fiance. Although married and father to 10 children, the great love of his life was said to be
Charles de la Gerda. Their closeness elicited the fear and jealousy of the French Barons who had de la
Gerda stabbed to death in 1354. After the murder, the Kingôs grief was said to be greatly public,
veering from fury to despair. Jean le Bonô -J Deviosse

 

. ll rg
Massimi born i

Italian writer. Published óHecatelegiumô in 1489 - which was so frank on the subject of homosexuality
(Massimi even declared and celebrated his love of ósodomyô) that he was ostracised by literary
historians. A notorious ósodomiteô, admitting that when he passed, youths would touch their ear in a
sign meaning ópoofô - a sign still in use today. óGay and Lesbian poetry frpm Sappho to Michelangeloô -
J Wilhelm (ED)
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Leonaro a inci orn
ItalianúrtisFai?d scienti . " ie a you e was ie an ree o - ~ ô - ii - ---è -
Jacopo Saltarelli. In later years it was said his relationship with Gian Giacomo Caprotti was rather more
than that of ófather and sonô. óEros di Leonardô - Fimagelli
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Michelangelo bom
Italian sculptor, painter, poet and architect. The most important artist of the Italian High Renaissance.
Despite the homoerotic nature of some of his works, there is no clear evidence of Michelangelo's
homosexuality, or the consummation of sexual longing. It is known, however, that he fell overtly in
love with one nobleman, Tommaso deô Cavalieri. óMichelangeloô - H Hibbard
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BRITAIN: Buggery becomes a capital crime (given a mandatory death sentence). Little
distinction is drawn between male-male or male-female acts. These laws also covered the American
colonies and therefore passed into US law on independence.

1530 ,

 

Christopher Marlowe born
English dramatist and poet. While his plays óDidoô and óHero and Leanderô had homosexual subtexis, his
óEdward IIô laid bare the 16òó century view of homosexuality for all to see. The tragedy of the tale (see
Edward II for details) left Marlowe open to critics and religious reformers alike. This, coupled with his
alleged spying for the govemment, led him to be conceived ofas a dangerous character. His death in a
pub brawl has left many suspicious of foul play to this day. óSodometriesô ðJ Goldberg
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James I/VI born
King of Scotland (as James VI) from 1567 and King of England (James I) from 1603. His love of men
aroused gossip from an early age. Notable partners included Esme Stuart (whom he raised to a
position of power), Francis Stewart Hepbum, Earl of Bothwell (whom James kissed and embraced in
public to great scandal) and Alexander Lindsay, Lord Spynie. His longest affair was with George Villiers,
Duke of Buckingham, which began in 1613. óKing Jamesô ð Antonia Fraser
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Caravaggio born
Italian painter. His nudes, according to Margaret Walters, ó(catered) to an openly homosexual
subculture in Romeô, while in his life he had a number of óclose friendshipsô with young men, including
a fellow painter, Mario Minniti. óThe Male Nudeô - Margaret Walters; óCaravaggioô - M Calvesi 1

.1571



1626

1706

 

Kristina born
Queen of Sweden. Unusually educated (for a woman of the time) to a high degree, Kristina
steadfastly refused to marry and was known for her cross-dressing ways. The great love of her life
was Ebba Sparre, a beauty of Kristinaôs court, although she was known to be a lover to many women.
One contemporary wrote of her behaviour óIn Lyon, she met (a woman) who greatly pleased her. She
kissed her eveiywhere...and she even wanted to kiss the tongue in her mouth and sleep with her.ô
óQueen Christina and her Circleô - S Akeirnan

 

BRITAIN
As many as 20 ómolly housesô have grown up in London. Primarily pubs and hostels, these

' ' f ed u on bestablishments are frequented by homosexuals to meet others and engage in acts rown p y
society. It is known that.ómarriagesô between men also took place. During 1706, a mass purge on
these establishments took place by the authorities. óMother Clappôs Molly Houseô - Rictor Norton

_
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1712

1721

1726

1746

1748

Frederre
King of Prussia. Established Prussia as a major European power. His homosexuality was an open
secret, even during his reign. Had a long term romance with the French philosopher Voltaire. In 1753
óThe Secret Life of the King of Prussiaô was written, which exposed his homosexuality and his
numerous male lovers. Frederick neither admitted nor denied the contents of the book. óFrederick the
great of Prussia: A homophile perspectiveô -- S W Henderson

 

GERMANY: Catharina Margaretha Linck executed.
Tried for attempting to pass as a man and for marrying a woman. At her trial confusion reigned as the

' ô ' ' ' ' f ddeath penalty was designed for óunnatural acts which involved penetration (as the Bible only re erre
to male homosexuality). However, evidence suggested that Catharina had penetrated her lover with a
leather penis, and so was sentenced to death. óA Lesbian Execution in Germany 1721: the trial recordsô
B Eriksson

 

BRITAIN
Another mass raid takes place on the ómolly housesô of London Mother Clappôs Molly Houseô - Rictor
Nodon

FRANCE
200 men are accused of sodomy. The óleaderô of the group is sentenced to death - and burned alive -
while most get between 3 -6 months in jail. Some of the men hold positions within the Church and
are banished.

Gustav III born
King of Sweden Alter staging a successful and popular coup dôetat, Gustav brought an era of culture
to his country. However, his known preference for men and the fears of the aristocracy resulted in his
assassination. Many writers, including his own sister-in-law, claimed that óthrough his own exalted
exampleô, he had helped spread in Sweden ó this vice of men sleeping with men, which hitherto had
been almost unknown here.ô  

Jeremy Bentham born
British philosopher and legal reformer. Although not homosexual, Bentham was responsible for

k thepossibly the earliest scholarly essay on homosexuality to exist in the English language. His wor on
subject refuted dominant Christian dogma, stating that ópederasty' gives obvious pleasure and causes

bvious harm while adding that despite claims to the contrary, homosexual relations are ó naturalH0 U i , ,

but not necessaryô (in terms of reproduction) with same-sex relations, natural and necessary (for
reornrliictinn) y
































































































