
First they came for the Jews
and I did not speak out ð
because I was not a Jew
Then they came for the communists
and I did not speak out ð
because I was not a communist  
Then they came for the trade unionists
and I did not speak out ð
because I was not a trade unionist  I
Then they came for me   
and there was no one left to speak for me

Pastor Niemoeller
Victim of the Nazis in Germany
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STATEMENT MADE ON THE RELAUNCH OF THE ANTI-NAZI LEAGUE

FOB the ýrst time in a generation Nazis in Europe
are making signiýcant advances. Both in Eastern
Europe and in Germany, Belgium, Norway and
Austria, Nazi candidates are gaining votes and
respectability for their ideas. This is happening
above all in France where Jean Marie Le Pen, who
called Hitlerôs holocaust ña mere detail of historyò,
now threatens to pollute the atmosphere of French
politics.

Le Penôs recent visit here was an attempt to give
new impetus to Nazi ideas in Britain. It has taken
Britainôs Nazis more than a decade to begin to
regroup from their almost total eclipse at the hands
of the Anti Nazi League in the late 19705.

Against a background of unemployment and
growing social decay, Nazi organisations like the

British National Party are making a concerted bid to
gain a fresh toehold in political life in Britain. While
Nazis in Britain are still much weaker than in the
rest of Europe, developments there should serve as
a warning to us all.

This means that wherever Nazis in Britain try to
organise they need to be opposed and their ideas
exposed for what they are. To this end, we the
founder members of the Anti Nazi League, are
calling for the relaunching of the organisation and
for the widest possible support.

Paul Holborow, Peter Hain MP,
Ernie Roberts. January 1992
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The relaunching oi the Anti
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MUSSOLINI and his fascist party ýrst came to
power in Italy in 1 922 (this is where the word fascist
comes from), and immediately set about
imprisoning, exiling and murdering their opponents.
When Hitler and the Nazis took power in 1933 in
Germany (the word Nazi comes from the name of
his party, the National Socialist German Workers
Party), one of the ýrst things the Nazis did was to
ban left wing parties and trade unions, and to round
up socialists, communists and other critics and put
them in concentration camps.
Nazis and fascists are totally against democracy.
They do not believe in elections or free speech or in
allowing the existence of political parties or trade
unions, but in establishing totalitarian states which
take charge of all parts of peopleôs lives. They
attempt to achieve power by violent and militaristic
means, and do not tolerate opponents. They are
ultra nationalistic, and have very sexist ideas about
womonôs place in society.
Murder squads

Nazis usually try to gain mass support through
scapegoating particular groups, often in a racist
way. In Nazi Germany political opponents,
homosexuals, gypsies and other ónon-Aryansô all
suffered, but of course the brunt of the Nazisô
hatred was reserved for the Jews who were blamed
for everything that Went wrong ð unemployment,
losing the First World War (1914-1918) and the
terrible economic conditions that Germany suf-
fered in the 19205 and 19305.

Six million Jews from all over Europe perished in
the Holocaust at the hands ofspecial murder squads
and in death camps like Auschwitz-Birkenau,
Sobibor and Treblinka, where they were gassed

Fighting The Nazi Threat/Anti Nazi League

during the second World War (1939-1945}.
Modern Nazis have targetted óimmigrantsô as

the problem - Black and Asian people in Britain,
Turkish people in Germany, Arabs and Black people
in France ð in the same way that Hitler identified
Jews as the cause of Germanyôs problems in the
1930s. However, because the terrible history of
the Holocaust is a block on their growth, they
often deny that they are Nazis and claim they are
Nationalists or ordinary right wing parties. The
Anti Nazi League believes it is important to identify
these parties as Nazi parties.

Adolf Hitler
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"We must be
mad, literally
mad, as a
nation, to be
permitting the
annual inþow oi
some 50,000

- clepenclents who
are tor the most
part the mate-
rial of the luture
growth of the
immigrant-
descended
population. lt is
like watching a
nation busily
engagedin
heaping up its
own funeral
pyre." Enoch
Powell made
this speech in
Wolverhampton
in 1 968
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The óI 930s...
FASCISM has never been óalienô to Britain, as
some would claim. Inspired by the triumph of the
fascists in Italy and Hitler and the Nazis in
GeIóI1'leI1y, Oswald Mosleyôs British Union of
Fe.SeiSiS. óthe Blackshirtsô, was formed in 1933.
They were active in stirring up hatred and anti-
Semitism (hatred of the Jews). Physical attacks
on Jews increased, and the Blackshirts marched
through Jewish areas in the East End of London
Chanting ñThe Yids, the Yids, Weôve got to get
rid of the Yids!ò In 1936 the Blackshirts
attempted a march through the heart of the
Jewish community, in Cable Street in the East
End of London. 100,000 people turned out to stop
them in what become known as óthe battle of
Cable Streetô.

The sixties and
seventies...

British Nazis made some attempts to
reorganise in the 1940s and 19505, but economic
conditions did not favour them, and they met
determined opponents such as The 43 Group
which was set up by Jewish ex-servicemen
after the war. The first serious revival in
fascism came in the 1970s. Black and Asian people
had been invited to this country in large numbers
after the War because there was a serious labour
shortage. They had met much racism and hostility,
and from the late 1960s onwards this had been
stirred up by many politicians, and by increasing
hysteria in the press. The most notorious
intervention was a speech by Enoch Powell who
predicted ñrivers ofbloodò ifimmigration continued.

Enoch Powell was a member of the Conservative
shadow cabinet, and the speech with its often lurid
language created a storm of racial hostility, despite
Powellôs sacking from the Shadow Cabinet. Powell
received much public backing, and the London
d0el<eIóS marched to Parliament to support him.
There was a huge rise in the hostility expressed
towards Asians and Black people, and racist attacks
increased.

Powell continued to make such speeches
throughout the 1970s, and the theme was taken up
by Other politicians and by hysterical reports in the
press. In May 1976 there were reports of large
numbers ofMalawi Asians óþoodingô into the coun-
try, and racial hostility was whipped up by the fact
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of a few of them being temporarily accomodated in
a luxury hotel. Following this, in July 1976 a 10-
year old Sikh, Gurdip Singh Chaggar, was mur-
dered by a gang of white youths in Southall. John
Kingsley Bead, then a leader of the British National
Party, commented ñOne down ð a million to goò.

The National Front
At the same time, economic conditions were

worsening: employment went over one million
for the ýrst time since the war, and reached one
and a half million. Prices were rising, cutting the
real value of wages, and deep cuts were being
made in education, the Health Service and other
welfare services.

In these circumstances Britainôs Nazis could
grow, and the National Front gained support by
blaming óimmigrantsô (by which they meant anyone
who wasnôt white), for taking jobs and for
problems in housing, schools and other services.

Racial attacks increased. Nazis were selling
newspapers and intimidating people on the streets
and the National Front was beginning to attract
votes in elections. In the Greater London Council
elections of 1977 they won 119,000 votes, and in a
by-election in West Bromwich National Organiser
Martin Webster won 16.2% of the vote.

The National Front seemed about to overtake
the Liberal Party to become the third force in
British politics, which would give Nazi and racist
ideas far more respectability and influence. The
acceptability of racist ideas within mainstream
politics was shown, for example, when Mrs Thatcher
talked on BBCôs Panorama in 1978 about how
people (by which she meant white people) felt
ñswamped by people with a different cultureò and
how ñpeople are going to react and feel rather
hostile to those coming inò. This was in a context
where ónon-whitesô were actually less than 4%
of the population.
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The National Front marches in Lewisham escorted by police..
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Itwas the actions ofanti-Nazis and anti-racists that
began to turn the tide. In August 1.977 the National
Front announced its intention ofmarching through
Lewisham, South London, an area with a large
black population. They were stopped by a mass
demonstration that was a combination of local
black people determined to defend their streets,
socialists and other anti-fascists.

This was a serious defeat for the Nazis. It was
also the impetus for the launch of the Anti Nazi
League. The ANL aimed to expose the National
Front as Nazis, rather than the ópatriotsô they
claimed to be, and to organise against them and
resist them wherever they tried to organise or
march.
The death of Blair Peach ,

The strategy worked. Once it had been shown
that the Nazis could be stopped, people became
more conýdent about confronting them, and there
were many more demonstrations all over the
country in the next two years. Most famous of
all was a demonstration in Southall, in west
London in April 1979 where the National Front

Fighting The Nazi Threat/Anti Nazi League

tried to hold an election meeting. Police violence at
Southall led to the death of teacher and Anti Nazi
League member Blair Peach. Ten thousand people
attended his funeral.
The NF crumbles

The National Front met concerted opposition
whenever they tried to organise. They crumbled in
frustration.

Exposed as Nazis, in the general election of 1979
they received 1.3% of the vote in the constituencies
where they stood. In the 1981 Greater London
Council elections they received only 2.1% of the
vote compared to 5.7% in 1977.

Martin Webster, the National Organiser of the
National Front acknowledged, during a court action
brought against him for libel in 1981 by Peter Hain,
one of the founders of the Anti Nazi League,that the
Anti Nazi League had halted the National Front in
its tracks.

According to Peter Hain ñHe said the sheer
presence of the ANL had made it impossible to get
NF members on the streets, had dashed recruitment
and cut away at their vote.ò J

...and are met by
thousands ol anti fascist
demonstrators

Protest over the death of
Blair Peach, the London
teacher, who was killed on
the Southall demonstration




















