Tim Hepple was a young football hooligan who
was attracted to the National Front’s radicalism but
turned towards the British National Party because
it was more active and violent.

Then disillusionment set in and he volunteered to
work for Searchlight as a mole inside the most
violent and dangerous sections of the nazi
movement.

In April 1993 he came out with a bang and
appeared on the World in Action television
documentary exposing the secretive nazi terrorist
organisation Combat 18.

This is the story of his odyssey through Britain’s
far right, of his seedy life inside the British
National Party headquarters, of street battles and
organised attacks on blacks and anti-fascists, of
how the BNP orchestrated a race riot in Dewsbury.

Out of their own mouths......

“Look, Tim, there are definitely no moles inside the BNP.”
John Morse, editor of British Nationalist, speaking in February 1992

’

“He hasn’t got a clue about economics, this is just pure waffle, I don’t know where

he gets 1t from!”
Morse, speaking about the BNP's leader John Tyndall

“Look at that white garbage. We used to leaflet around here but now the whites
have been beaten and crushed down.”

“You can tell a lot about a place by how strong the local BNP branch 1s. Look at
Portsmouth, it’s always been NF and full of losers. They’ve got no guts down

there.”
John Morse

“Der Fiihrer hat immer recht.”

“Just tell that f***ing reporter that we have no policy on the Jews, no policy.”
“The Holocaust is lies, all lies.” |

“Non-white immigration is a racist attack on the British people.”

“Madam, we describe ourselves as nationalists, British nationalists.’
Richard Edmonds, BNP headquarters manager

2

“The BNP is nothing more than a bunch of Jew-obsessed losers.”
Jennifer Edmonds, Richard's wife

“I joined the NF for its economic platform.”
Shane Tocher, Ealing NF, a week before being admitted to St Bernards mental hospital

“Blackham, you’re a red, a Jew, a traitor.”
Bill Hitches to Terry Blackham, the NF’s London organiser, who has 20 convictions for violence
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It was gratifying to learn that nearly one and a half decades after I had infiltrated the fascist terror network in
Britain and Europe there are young men still willing to carry on the fight in this most dangerous and often
thankless of ways. I have the greatest admiration for Tim Hepple because he has proved beyond doubt that
whatever mistakes he may have made in his young life, he is the possessor of great personal courage. A
person with courage, moral as well as physical, is a valuable asset to any cause, He has already proved all
this. He recognised evil and he fought it in the way in which he was best equipped to fight it, The next few
years will not be easy for Tim. He will need the understanding, the help and the support of his friends. He
deserves at least that. We, all of us, owe it to him. May God bless him.

Ray Hill
July 1993
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INTRODUCTION

Searchlight has had dealings in one form or another with a
range of nazis, racists and fascists who have defected from their
organisations, over the 31 years of its existence. Some have
seen the errors of their ways and want to make amends for their
fascist politics. Others have wanted a financial deal and others
again have just wanted to drop out of politics. For reasons of
security, one rarely reads about most of those who have chosen
to stay inside the enemy camp after experiencing a change of
heart, as publicity could jeopardise their new roles or potential
future roles as active moles for Searchlight inside the far right.

These defectors are only part of Searchlight’s operations
inside the far right. Anti-fascists who enter the far right move-
ments as infiltrators for us are the other side of the coin.

Searchlight’s best known mole was Ray Hill. He spent many
years inside extreme and dangerous groups doing daring and
important work, which created havoc and long-term damage to
the far right, not only in Britain but also in France and else-
where. He was eventually able to come out with a bang and
maximise the effect he had on the enemies of democracy. He is
now a public adversary of the far right and his frequent speech-
es and lectures inspire many people to oppose racism. Ray was
not alone, as he himself knows, others have done work which is
as brave as his and from time to time of equally damaging pro-
portions. Some who were in the far right before Ray came to us
are still in place carrying on with the exemplary work they do.

Ray’s example often attracts others to follow him along the
same path out of the darkness of fascism and into the light. Tim
Hepple, whose story is told in this booklet, was one of them.
While Tim, who is much younger than Ray, came to his deci-
sion to defect from the nazis for different reasons from Ray,
what they had in common was that they did not take this step
for financial gain or an easier life.

Ray has gone on to broaden himself. After bringing up three
children, in middle age he has taken the intellectually brave
step of returning to his education, which had stopped when he
left school at 15. Tim Hepple, on the other hand, is still a rather
confused young man and has a long way to go in forming a
more reasonable view of society and his role in life.

Whereas Ray, once a man of violence and still a man capable
of defending himself, matured and learned that violence, even
as a means of self defence, 1s destructive, Tim still subscribes to
some of the simplistic ideas he had when he went into the fas-
cist movement. He seems to think that violence can have a pos-
itive effect on people and society. While he has left his racism
far behind, force still forms an important part of his way of
viewing the world. Force, violence and elitism, the very ideas
that attracted him to fascism, are still in his mind and until he is
able to purge himself of these ideas, he can never fully throw
off the years he spent as an active member of a series of far
right groups. So many youngsters who come into contact with
extremist groups are permanently scarred by the association,
but it 18 to be hoped that in the course of time Tim will rejoin
society fully as a useful human being.

[et none of this detract from the fact that for more than two
and a half years he operated inside the highest echelons of the
far right on Searchlight’s behalf, causing the nazis numerous
problems at all levels, passing to Searchlight huge numbers of
documents and membership lists, giving incisive views on
senior members and violent activists and never asking for a
penny more than his expenses, and sometimes not even that.

Most of this booklet 1s in Hepple’s own words. He expresses
many views that Searchlight would not share, for example
about the left and the state, but we publish them so that readers
gain a greater understanding of the man and his motivations.

Tim Hepple comes from a comfortable middle-class back-
ground. His parents are proud of his academic achievements,
and share with Searchlight the concern and hope that one day
their son will fully rejoin society.

In fairness to them, we should mention that they did not want
us to publish this booklet, but we believe there is a strong moral
imperative to go ahead with it as a contribution to preventing
other youngsters from getting involved with violent far right
groups.

Gerry Gable
London, June 1993

Starting out: Tim Hepple’s first political steps

Tim Hepple became obsessed with violence in his early teenage
years. At first he was non-political and mainly involved in vio-
lence around Reading Football Club matches. By 1983 he had
developed an interest in politics in a rather disorganised way.
He says he was firmly opposed to the Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament (CND), largely inspired by hostile reports of the
Greenham women’s campaign, which took place not far from
where he lived. He claims to have been anti-communist and
wanted to be part of an elite.

His first opportunity to express his ideas in public came when
his school held a mock general election. To this day he swears
that he was not at the time consciously aware of the British
National Party, although he placed himself on the ballot paper
as the BNP candidate. Standing on a platform which attacked
the left and CND, he polled 72 votes — 15% of the poll.
Searchlight asked him why he had not stood as a Conservative
as most of the ideas he was expressing fell within that political
orbit. His response gives an insight into how his ideas were
developing. He did not want to become part of the herd and
believed that in the end the Tories would not have the guts to
take their more authoritarian views to a logical conclusion.

In August 1983 his parents, who were then both teachers,
moved to Lancashire. Towards the end of 1984 Tim was study-
ing in a library in Lancaster and came across a copy of
Nationalism Today. This magazine, although one of the
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National Front’s official publications, represented the views of
the group within the NF that was about to take control of the
party. This group espoused ideas that were new and radical for
the British right but had their roots in the German national
socialist movement at the time of Hitler’s entry into politics and
had been imported into the NF by Italian fascist terrorist exiles
like Roberto Fiore.

The young Tim Hepple was greatly impressed by the radical-
ism of Nationalism Today and found its views close to his own.
For example, while it was against American nuclear bases in
Britain, it also shared Hepple’s opposition to CND. Its outlook
was that of Hitler’s opponents in the German Nazi party like
Otto and Gregor Strasser, who sought a more radical form of
nazism, and this appealed to his more revolutionary zeal.

Eventually Hepple wrote to the NF’s headquarters, then in
Croydon, south London, for more information. The more he
read the more attractive the party’s ideas became to him. He
says he was really taken in by the claims of the NF’s leaders at
the time, like Patrick Harrington and Nick Griffin, that the
party’s new constitution would be democratic. Hepple’s sudden
concern for democracy was strangely inconsistent with his
desire to be part of an elite group. But having fallen under the
spell of the emerging “political soldiers”, who was he to contra-
dict them?

Early in 1985, he invited to Lancaster members of the fairly


























































