
Or again, when we assertthat the motor of revolutionary
activity is not ñidealsò but the real contradictions in the lives of
proletarians, as well as their own deepest desires, this does not
exempt our lives or our desires from criticism. We, like
everyone else, carry the virus of the counterrevolution in our
bloodstream, ready to multiply at the first sign of weakness or
self-deception. We are not interested in the endless repetition
of ñpositionsò and ñlines' ô . Such entrenchments have a way of
suffering the fate of the French defenses along the German
border in 1940 -and the counterrevolution is at least as fast and
mobile as a Wehrmacht armored division. Let us leave
mantra-mumbling to mystics and Maoists.  
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While there are certain first principles for us, none of them
are beyond discussion. When we state, for instance, that the
minimum program of modern commumsmus the abolition
the wage system, the world market and national frontiers, this
is not a.-chastity belt to defend our pure ideas from dirty old
reality. It is a conclusion arrived at from past and present
historical experienceðone which must constantly be re-
substantiated and made meaningful in practical, strategic
tenns " i i
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fter the best part of a year's ab-
sence, Wildcat again rears its head,
with a changed format,and what we hope
will be some new ideas. . .

| . óI

kb have not been inactive since the
last issue; rather, we have directed
our activity towards debates on the
questions of democracy, class struggle
and the role and nature of our inter-
ventions. Our members have also been
involved in disputes and support
groups in.their areas and distributing
various leaflets when the opportunity-
arose. This journal, we hope, will re-
flect the content of our discussions
and throw them open to our readers.One
of the problems we encountered in pro-
ducing an agitational paper was that
it had a tendency to produce a pass-
ive readership. Whilst this may pay
the print bill(just!) this was obviou-
sly not what we aimed at but the res-
tþt of the agitational approach; the
further we went, the more we found our
audience (sic) becoming separated from
the life of the group. The format  of
the old style Wildcat reflected wh-
at its content could be and invaria-
tþy was. Contents of articles a were
often sacrificed to anó overwhelmingly
stringent budget until finally we dec-
ided this was no longer on. There is
a role for agitational papers, parti-
cularly during an upturn in the class
struggle, but we have in the past dr-
opped political points for the sake of
a.moe digestible product.This will not
happen in future.
Now we hope we can in some way throw
open the cast iron doors of the Wild-
cat vault and encourage greater parti-
cipation from our readers; exchange
of ideas. will .result in a movement
of all those taking part.In the past
year Wildcat has been involved in dis-
cussions with communist groups, parti-
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cularly in Europe. The most productive
of these discussions has been with the
GCIy (Internationalist Communistlýrmpl
and has resulted, not merely in an ex- 
change of independent sets of broadly
communist ideas,but a genuine movement
in the group, greater theoretical
clarification vis-a-vis issues which

"were hpreviously fudged in the inter-
ests of the mythical'group unityó, and
a esmmitment ito. joint internatidn®lr
istjwork.l In accordance with this the
iGCI,,have produced a text on defeatism
in the Iran-Iraq war, which we feel is
at reflectionl of igenuine proletarian

. ' . - - . I _- I ,_||

_action  taking, place *inq response to
thee slaughter _of, ,proletarians  in,

1
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a barbarous capitalist war. The events
-in Iraq. in particular have shown once
~againY how qthe~ spectre _of communism*
vdefinitively haunts capital. Iraq has
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struggle of the proletariat,our class:
its resistance to this societyós dis-
cipline iin "iyall t nits forms.
You can sit at home reading Marx till
the cows come home, but it won't make
you a communist. iThe struggle of
the proletariat takes place on the st-
reets, in the home,and in the work-
place,. not in the musty pages of the
Pelican edition of 'Capitaló - theory
only becomes worthwhile when it i is
realised in revolutionary practice, at
which point theory will be in motion

ssparstlion which-appears
iStfý®twe®n*itFandYpractice-willgdisa-;
peearè@ This is n@t*rQ Say thstilreed-r
iHgÃgMarx-Tisn1t;gialuable,,ybutitthate
- ' ' -" --' 1" '. -ó-"'2 - n_- _' , I -I

itsfÄyalueÔ;can@}only7be,assessed,Äjih
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Having; saidibbiýfwe?donTtèexpect you,
the reader, ÄteÄput down this issue of

been the scene of perhaps the greatest?  @Wildcat  andÄYimmediately" go into the
anti-war movement by theþ proletariat-
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ysince the first world war. we . have

_.

also responded positively to internat-
tionalists in Argentina, and attempted
to produce a joint leaflet on the Fal-
klands anniversary. This was unsucc-
essfulô for itechnicalñreasons. Disce

. . _ i r1.--

ussions with Emancipation Obrera cont-
tinue. A draft of the leaflet is re-
produced in this issue. TV-
Broadly, then, -the aims of the jour-
nal are first and foremost to uncover,
publicise, and criticise, with a iview
óto ófurther discussion/joint work,all
selements ~of resistance to this miser-
ableó society. 'FROm fan understanding

,of"i thesei rejections in both their
~fQPm,J and, imore particularly, W {the
equality of theiry content, we hope to
rdiscuss vwith other like-minded people
~with a view ~to. developing communist
òth8OPY;-~ Communist itheory isnft
 'what*Marx said? - as it would appear
*PPQm" .reading, Tmuch of the left-wing
press - *+but an elaboration ofi the
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shedqpandJfikfyourselfi8cMolotovrcook-
. ' .-. - - - 1 - | . _

s  tail -beforeflstarting,the revolution!
- . I I In I .,_ _ Hó . . P: . L _ l I I __ _ _ _' . I 4 . \ I

Neither. ÄhbrsvePy dÂ{we-eXpeÂt YQu5Â@
toss "it to Tone~side like you would a
copy of the Face and wait for the next,
issue to come out. we do expect you to
getfinvolvedf-Ãtell-usmwhatgyouèthink,
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begin_correspondence with us, Suggest 
areas iwhere we might work together if
the possibility arises, and generally
keep us informed of resistance in your
locality. t ' s
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its impact?oýhfh®faction<of the reader.
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aince-the defeat of the miner's strike ,... . . I . ô
.. _ _

gin March in 1985, there has been a  _ _
_ , . . - I.|_ ,, . | . -, - _ . _ . I i
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,downturn in tneclass struggle in Bri-S
tain. The News lnternational strike 1"

~was defeated by a combination of hard-r '
line management, police and union man-
oeuvres, leading to lay-offs in the
print industry,following the mass
redundancies throughout manufacturing
and mining. 9

But the class struggle has not gone
away, even in Britain, and if we look
at the international situation, we can  
see no reason for complacency in the
palaces and penthouses of our class en-
emy. Like the rich bastards who peri-
shed in the hotel burnt down by impov-
erished Puerto Rican strikers, our
rulers should regard the smoke rising
from the lower decks with some appre-
hension.

After a brief respite in the US reces-
sion, financed by a savage attack on
living conditions in the poorer coun-
tries, the crisis has returned. The
OECD has just revised its forecast of
,world growth in 1987 from 3 to 2.5%.
-Economists are becoming pessimistic
about the precipitous state of the US
economy. .Wall St bankers are calling

.- 1' - 4

for international action to prevent a
further collapse of the dollar's pur-
chasing power, which could lead to a
full scale economic crisis in America,

_ - _ 4

leading in turn to recession in the ô
Western world, which depends on the US ,
for much of its export market. IQ US
banks have had to be rescued so far this
year, and the decision of Citibank and
Chase Manhattan to take heavy losses '
against Latin American debts sent shock
waves through the financial markets of
the world. Each stock market fall is
worse than the one before, and although
international capitalism is more coord-
inated than it was in 1929, its abili-
ty to phase in the crisis is not infi-
nite, as shown by serious fears of
trade war. ó

The international working class will
not be slow to defend its living con-
ditions in the face of the deepening
crisis. In fact, outside Britain, it
hasn't stopped.

I l
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