A lot of aggravation, hidden -behind the pretext of
seeing the National Curriculum is being dished up.
Two schools notably got a real drubbing and nobody in
the county needed to know what OFSTED was all
about.

One was in Thetford. This is our "new" town grown
fourfold or more since WW2. The estates built for
mainly London "overspill" are variable and by general
consensus the "sump" estate is Abbey Farm. Abbey
Farm Middle School used to have the area special
class until Norfolk CC saved the expense. It's not an
easy place to teach in. With two staff rooms - one
smoking, one non-smoking, the non-smoking one was
nearly always empty. A headmaster had been in
harness there for donkeys and had two types of
teacher - those who would do anything for him and
those who hated him. As for the pupils, there was
such a problem of things being nicked that when the
classrooms emptied into an assembly, the corridors
were locked to control the building. It is farcical to see
the place as anything but a special school with a few
average classes in it.

Fred Nicholson's in Dereham (Fred Nick's) is a special
school catering for the "behavioural" and "not very
clever' categories. It makes the job of the average
teacher in other schools tolerable. It was far from
surprising, | suppose, that OFSTED were not pleased.
News has just come of the re-inspection. They have
been pleased to note some progress (yet staff can tell
you that nothing has changed). In one instance during
the reinspection, a confrontation arose between two
large youths, the teacher went to defuse the crisis and
the inspector promptly left the room.

So another inspection over, with the expense in
materials, resources and school morale, and no use
served. We know what the score is. While these
inspections are carried on at immense costs, school
funding is cut, redundancies occur, schools cannot
afford supply cover and staff "have to cope". OFSTED
needs to be stopped, a more robust resistance from
teaching staff, ancillaries, governors, parents and
pupils is long overdue. For further info. contact EWN,
PO Box 73, Norwich, NR3 1QD.
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Life in Hell...

CONTACTS

DONATIONS

EWN, PO Box 1681, London
N8 7LE 1980, Radstock BA3 3LF
PUBLIC SERVICE
EWN, PO Box 1008, Glasgow
G42 London, N8 7LE
EWN, PO Box 446, Sheffield PO Bak 73
’ o) ¢ ’
S11NY 1D.
EWN, PO Box 73, Norwich
NR3 1QD |

SOLIDARITY FEDERATION, PO Box

NETWORK (PSWN), PO Box 1681,

TRANSPORT WORKER NETWORK
Norwich NR3

This bulletin relies on donations
to keep it going. Please send
any donations to EWN. Many

thanks to all contributors,
whether thoughts, words or
cash, for allowing this bulletin to |
continue and expand. Your
continued support is vital.
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An EWN PGCE student assesses the OFSTED assessors and gives a snapshot of
what its like to get a visit from the education thought police...

Recently | was lucky enough to meet along with other
training teachers, one of the OFSTED teams who were

iInspecting our PGCE (Post Graduate Certificate in
Education) course.

Now don’'t misunderstand me, | was more than
happy to be "volunteered” to meet this man from
OFSTED, who despite his successful charisma
bypass operation, and permanently smug
expression, really was a laugh a minute

The whole remit of HétJ

to assess standards

In education. As | write |
this league tables of exam

results for schools are coming &

In thick and fast, and the real

motivation of the new focus on

"delivering the National

Curriculum" and of the increased S|gn|f|cance of
assessment at every stage in the education process
becomes apparent.
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The bottom line is it's simply consistent with the
right-wing, privatisation led, free market economy that
the Tories embrace and Labour are increasingly
snuggling up to (don't expect much to happen if they
get in). Schools are being increasingly presented as
education "shops" where you look around before
snapping up a bargain, or not. Of course having a
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choice of schools is not the problem. It's the criteria
used to enable parents to make a choice. Schools are
already selecting pupils who are likely to contribute to
a better school performance in terms of placing in the
league tables. This means schools already
"disadvantaged" within the narrow definitions of the
league tables get less and less attractive.

SCHOOLS ARE BEING INCREASINGLY

PRESENTED AS EDUCATION "SHOPS"

WHERE YOU LOOK AROUND BEFORE
SNAPPING UP A BARGAIN - OR NOT

the whole assessment procedure

No matter that they may have for example an
excellent record on special educational needs. One
such school makes the point that being able to work
with and sympathise with children with special needs is
a fundamentally important part of the education
process. This is just one small example of how the

commodification of education is mlssmg the whole
picture.

Despite the supposedly neutral stance of OFSTED and
its ideological
framework is pretty clear. Recognising this at least
makes it easier to organise against and fight it
however long it might take. If you don't like the

ideology, don't take the medicine - organise!
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