Non-payment isgoing from
strength to strength, but
the question that comes
up againandagainis “what
about the Dbailiffs?”.
People are worried, and
may be frightened. But we

can say loudly and clearly
you have nothing to fear

the bailiffs can be beaten
- if you know how! This
‘know how' must be publi-
cised; the more publicity

CONTACT:
London/Mational — 01 333 5351 Yorkshire — 0532 623 822

Southern — 0703 211 995
Eastern — 0268 558016
South West — 0272 255504
Wales — 0792 465895

ABAPTF CONFERENCE
NOVEMBER 23th
APOLLO THEATRE
MANCHESTER

Affillliate nowl
Conference
Resolutions, and details
will follow shortly.

deadlines,

e Will Win

the better. Not only does
it raise the confidence of
the non-payers , it will
also get back to the bail-
iffs who will avoid an
organised area. The bail-
iffs know what they are
up against let those of us
in England and Wales go
forward and follow the
example of Scotland and
make our communities

Poll Tax and bailiff free
zones!

East Midlands — 0246 231 634

Merseyside — 051 226 8527
Mancs/Lancs — 061 256 1974
Northemm — 091 262 6694
Scotland West — 041 204 35392

West Midilands — 0203 555620 Scotland East — 031 552 4673

All Britain Anti-Poll Tax Federation,
PO Box 764, London E59 SX.

All Britain
Anti - Poll Tax
Federation

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER

Paying!

14 million people are not
paying their Poll

Tax! This staggering figure shows
the non-payment army is standing
firm despite threats and
intimidation from councils all over
Britain. This figure is not from our
calculations but from the councils
own figures! |
The most comprehensive survey: to
date sponsored by Newsnight
recieved information from 75% of
local authorities in England and
Wales and gave the amazing figure
of 8,237, 428 people who hadn't
paid a penny of their Poll Tax by
August. |

In London 25 out of the 32
boroughs show a figure of more
than 1.25m not paying a single
penny.

The survey does not include
Scotlands 1.25 million non payers
who have stood firm for nearly 18
months.

Also not included is the record
number of 1.7 million people who
have removed themselves from the
electoral register since December
to avoid payment. Add to this
those who have paid one or two
payments and now have stopped
and the 100 local authorities not
included in the survey,and the
levels of non-payment are easily
14 million.

INNER CITIES

The inner cities show even higher
non-payment. Glasgow has now
reached more than 50%, with 45.6%
having not paid ONE PENNY!
Liverpool City Council released
non-payment levels of 51%
recently. Birmingham City

We're Net Ba im your Fn'end.
T create you. TR
You cant destroy me! T 4

Council, Britain's largest
collecting Authority, have been
forced to ask major creditors for a
stay of execution because of the
50% non-payment levels in the
city. Wigan faces a financial

crisis because of 40% non-payment

of the uniform business rate,
according to the Independent On
Sunday, who also say that more
than £2 billion has been borrowed
by local authorities to cover the
non-payment shortfall. In inner

London 42% of the expected amount

up untill August had not been
collected. In the North East,
collection is 30% behind schedule
and 29% behind in the East
Midlands, with these figures *
including those who have paid the
full year's bill. Councils In
Scotland have plundered the
reserves to the tune of £105
million to allay "collection
difficulties” and in an attempt to
keep this year's poll tax level
down. *

NON-PAYMENT
GROWING

| Their efforts have been in
vain, as a reporl in The Scotsman
recently admitted that far from
encouraging people to pay up, non
payment is actually growing in
Scotland. |

The People's March Against the
Poll Tax will win more people to

- the thousands of anti-poll tax

groups around the country. The
strength of organised mass non
payment will be seen as
communities greet the marchers in
every town and city along the
route. By the time Margaret
Thatcher stands to address Tory
Party Conference in October she

will have heard millions roar in
defiance:.

" WE"RE NOT PAYING!
WE ARE MARCHING TO
VICTORY! ".
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Beating the
BalllffS The

Poll Tex has provoked
enormous anger not only be-
cause of the

unfairness of the taxput also
the lengths the Tories are
prepared to go to in recover-
ing payment. People fear
bailliffs, but they CAN be
beater - if you know how!
Mass pub’icity is needed to

allay pecples fears and to

inform them of their rights
when dez:ing with the bail-
iffs. It isone thing sending in
bailiffs tc recover individual
debts, bLt never before have
the '

bailiffs teen sent in to re-
cover pzvment from people
who are cart of an organised
movemer:i of such a scale as
this. Simon Smith, the
Secretary of the National
Association of Certiriec
Bailiffs, said at their
annual conference that
withonly 1000registered
bailiffs and over 10 mil-
lionnon-payers expected,
they haven’t gut a hope of
enforcing even-:a small
fraction of these. in Scot-
land 19 dailiffs have been
unable tc Zeal with 1.25 mil-
lion non-cayers. How will the
800 bai' "ffs in England and
wales cezl with 14 million
non-payers?

BAILIFF EUSTERS!

The plecce frecm the All Brit-
ain Anti-20l1] Tax Federation
IS - WE WILL STOP THE
BAILIFFS! |

This
pledge hes already been hon-
oured by the Scottish Anti-
Poll Tax receration for 18
months. i date not a single
person has had their
possesicrs taken away from
them or scid. The Federaticn

has mob ised people every
time the sheriffs (bailiffs)
have tried to visit a home.
They have aiways retreated.

In England and Wales where
bailiffs have been sent in, the
Anti-Poll Tax Federation has
confronted them. InNorthamp-
ton the bailiffs turned up 9
timesand were seen of f every
time by anti-poll tax cam-
paigners. Bailiffs have also
beenused in the Isle of Wight
and outside Swindon. Each
time the anti-poll tax unions
have organised a “military
style” operationtoensure the
bailiffs do not suceed. Just
the sight of a crowd of
people is usually enough
to scare them away!

It is quite clear that the Tory
Government are looking for
one success with the bailiffs
so that it can be held up as an
example of what will happen
if youdo not pay your Poll Tax.
However, the use of bailiffs
generally never gets further
than a threat. This is because
the THREAT of bailiffs is
sometimes enoughto frighten
pecple into paying, even if it
pushes them into-the hands of
loan sharks. For example, in
1988 1.2 million “warrants
of execution” (the legal term
for sending in the bailiffs)
were issued to county court
bailiffs, but only 2393 (that
is 0.2%) ended up as sales of
seized goods. They are now
dealing with ten times that
number, and with people who
are part of an organised non-
payment campaign.

All anti-poll tax unions must

- familiarise themselves with

the powers that bailiffs have
and prepare their own com-
munities with advice in the
event that bailiffs are used.
Hopefully this bulletin will
aid you in your fight to de-
fend your community.

WHEN CAN THE COUNCIL
REFER PURSUANCE TO THE
BAILIFFS?

After obtaining a liability
order, and the council has
chosen to use the bailiffs,
before they can proceed they
must go through the admin-
istrative procedure of issu-
ing a distress warrant ob-
tained from the courts. The
point should be made that 2
distress warrant does not
give the council any extra
legal powers - confronting
the bailiffs does not bring
anyone intoconflict with the
courts. It is important to
remnember that bailiffs

are employedby the coun-
cil - not the. counts.

The
distress warrant is issued
Lo private baiiffs instruct-
iIng them to try to “seize”
andsell property totheva'ue
of the Poll Tax, plus their
own costs. Many people are
intimidated by the legal
phrases in letters sent to
them, The anti-poll tax
unions need to explain that

thisphrasing isused for that
Very reason.

It 1S also important to un-
derstand that councils co
NOT have to inform you that
they are applying for a war-
rant of distress,so they can
In theory send in the bailiffs
without warning as soon as
they issue a “warrant of
distress”. However, as szaid
previously the aim cof the
council is to recover pay-
ment. They will rely on the
threat of using the bailiffs
to frighten people into pay-
INg,S0 it is more likely that
the council or the bailiffs
themselves will send you a
letter threatening to issue a
distress warrant if payment
of the polktax plus costs isnot
made by acertaindate.

Froma
purely financial point of view,
the councils will find it more
cost effective tosend letters
- or get the bailiffs to send
them to, say SO00 people than
tc send in 10 bailiffs. We can
have enormous confidence
that thebailiffs canbebeaten
based on the successes In
Scotland over the past 18
months. Unlike Scotland where
bailiffs can force entry, in
England and Wales they can
only gainentry through peace-
ful means and with your Co-
operation. If this is denied
THEY CANNOT PROCEED ANY
FURTHER. In Scotland bail-
iffsmust giveaminimum four
days notice of their inten-
tions.

It doesn’'t matter how many
times they turnup. As Icng a2s
you do not give them your
permissiontcenteryourhome
they cannot cbtain posses-
Sion Qf your goods. However,
if they cdc gain entry, then on
any subsequent visit, thebail-
iffs can use force.

If chey gain entry they must
have the following documents.

Bailirfs must have the writ-
ten authority of the charging
authority and must show this
to the non-payer if requested.
They must also leave acepy of
the appropriate regulation
with the non-payer and a list
showing the fees and costs
payable (Reg. 39 of the Ad-
ministration andEnforcement
Regulations 1989 and sched-

~uleSof theact). If they co not

have these ycu may challenge
this as irregular entry.

Thispoint must be understood
In every area, and anti-goll-
tax unions must be ciear -
- AS LONG AS YOU DO NOT LET
THEM IN TO YOUR HOME THEY
CANNOT TAKE POSSESSIONS.
This is an ancient piece of
law estabished over the cen-
turies - you HAVE the right to
refuse entry to your home. But
-precautions needtobe taken:

1. A bailiff can enter your
home viaan open window (Vol
2 Stones Justice Manual 4-
>496). If you have areason to
believe bailiffs may call in
your area, make sure people
keep their windows closed!
2. If you are in when the bail-
iffs call, donot let them into
your house. If you know it is
them - con't open the door.
However if you have already
done so, then firmly tell them
to leave and shut the door.
They are not allowed to push
their way in or put a foot in
the front door. They will
probably tell lies about you
being the only one not paying
and everyone else co-operat-
ing and SO cn.

Just ignore them completly.
They are people who are paic
to do this. Repeat a2gain that
they cannct come in a2nd shut
the door. We repeat, say
"NO THANKS " and shut the
door. Children should be tcic
not to answer the coor. 'n
Grantham bailiffs attemptec
to intimidate one wemar who
shouted that she was going to
call the anti-pell tax union,
with that they scarperec!

11e Bailiffs <«

WHAT SHOULD THE ANTI-
POLL TAX UNIONS BE DOING

NOW?

Josie Alverez from Morning-
ton Crescent APTU, Camden
Town, London explains what
preparations they have made
in the event of bailiffs being
sent in:

“We were asked to appear on
TV, on a London wide news
programme. We must admit
that we were abit dubious of
going cn as it is a mickey
taking programme - we felt it
couldgiveabiasedview. After
having a discussion with the
producer she was most im-
pressed and even wanted Lo
join the campaign! We aiso
decided to use the TV cover-
2ge 2s a practice run and it
workec really well . Everyone
now knows their role ana is
conficent that they can stor
the bariiffs. we nave organ-
ised 2 rotz so we know whce
anc when people are available
to do whatever shift. we have
organised a “knock up” sys-
tem giving people differrent
responsibilities fcr knocking
up each part of the estate
when the bailiffs are spettec.
Telephcne treeshave aisobeer
established. We have zZp-
proachedacoupleof mini-car
firms who have agreed to be
bailiff <potters, they are
ordinary peopie who are nct
paying Thatcher's 2oil Tax.
God heip the baiiiffs if they
get in. We visited the bail-
iff'soffice in Wandsworth
and believe me they are
worried. After all they are
used to ntimidating oic aged
pensioners and one parent
families but now they know
we are crganised it is a dif-
ferent story. We must alsc
remember that they are teing
paid by cur own counciis. In
Camden it is a Labour council
which is doing Thatcher's
dirty work, we must put pres-
sure on them to withdraw the
DBIUITFS. ., . Y9



. . . All the Labour Party
members !nour wardare going
to the next ward meeting to
put up arssolutioncalling for
the counc’l not tousebailiffs
and we will fight for this
position .o be adopted bv the

Labour Group on the council. |
am a sincie parent, a working
mum with 2 children to sup-
port. | have never been in-
volved inanythingpolitical in
my life tefore this. wWe have
toensureotherpeople like me
are drawn into the campaign.
Beating the bailiffs will give
confidence tomorepeople like
myself tc join in and fight!”.

Martin C2ck, from the Kent
Federaticn explains how they
are prepering fcrthebailiffs,

“We aregreparingtoget tele-
phone trz2s sortedout as soon
as poss'cie - a central con-
tact nurrzer (tc be used on all
ieaflets: and then S or 6 local
numbers -0 rirg, who in turr
ring anciner S cr 6, etc.
Cars anc mmediately avaii-
able trersport will also have
to be scrted out at the same
time.

‘Ne have .to start
NOW, setiing up the networks
and ccrtacting ali APTU
members to see what they can
do - mzry pecple who don't
ccme tc meetings would love
tohave z 2o at the bailiffs! we
will be zitempting to use the
resourcss we've built up over
the last vear cr two, in terms
of memcers and supporters,
to get “3ailiff Busters” set
up. We zre also looking out-
side the APTU's to get others
involvec -Perhaps by printing
“join tre Poll-Tax Bailiff
Busters® posters with the
contact numbers on.
Once we know of a Bail:if
being us2q, we'll also be abie
to mot .ise the immediate
local ccmmunity, by leaflet-
ting the surrounding streets
(obviousiy checking with the
person concerned).
Finally, ~e are trying to find
out whet bailiffs are being
used.

The councils are not
legally obliged to provide

information as to the firms
they employ. The council
minutes have parts which are
excluded from “the press and
public”, so they're not much
use.

we are writingdirectly to the
council and also attempting
to enlist the help of a sympa-
thetic Labour councillor
(There are still one or twol).

we have started to compile a
list of bailiffs. Even finding
out who was used to collect
rates will give you a 99%
certain “Poll-Tax Bailiff".
we are eventryingringing the
bailiffs direct. Already iden-
tified in the South are;
Gaults (Beckenham)

QB 1-00B~ 72 1

Rosan Heims (Croydon)
081-680-4458

Madigans (Criyden)
081-760-02735

iJAnti-poll tax unions must
ensure that their local areas
are flooced with information
about their rights with the
bailiffs. The bailiffs rely on
intimidating people who do
not know theirrights and fear
toget in, wehave tocut across
this by putting out our own
information.Mass leafletting
must take place , with the
local contact numbers listed.
public meetings and press
ceverage should aiso be used
to build confidence.

Beating the
s

2)Findout whichbailiffs firm
the council is using; ask
sympathetic councillors to
find out or write to the coun-
Cil yourself. If they refuse to
say then this can be used in
the campaign, to show how

frightened the council is of
the local APTU.

3)Once you find out where the
bailiffs office is, organise a
lobby/picket outside to at-
tract local and media atten-
tion. Thiswill draw attention
totherights people have when
dealing with the bailiffs, it
also shows how the APTU is
prepared to confront the bail-
iffswherever they goandalert
the community to the fact that
bailiffs are being used in the
area. In Bristol the APTF or-
ganised a mass picket which
blockaded the bailiffs office
inresponse ic their attempts
to seize Goods in Bishops
Lydeard 2nd Barry. The Londor
Fed organised a picket of Ma-
dagans, the bailiffs firmused
in wancsworth and gaired
widespread publicity.

4)All APTUs should write to
councils to obtain a copy of
theirgquidelines, thiswill give
an idea of how the ccuncil
means to proceed but also
pressure can be exerted to
limit action against the most
vulnerable section of the
community and reduce what
the bailiffs can take.

5)One idea APTUs should ccn-
sider isdistributing donation
of Possession Forms. this
must be carried cut before a
distress warrant is issued
otherwise the courtscandis-
missit asanattempt to avoid
payment and declare the

‘agreement invalid. Any at-

tempt to move goods after the
bailiffs have gainea entry is
fraud.

ACCOUNTABILITY OF THE
BAILIFFS

In Scotland the list of ex-
empted goods is extensive
comparec to England and

..cont. p.6

Thisisacopyof abail-
iffsnoticesent out inthe Isle
of Wight. Even though this
looks like a binding legal
notice it has no legal powers
whatsocever. It was postec
through the door and it's sole
purpose is to frighten peopie

In the notice, uncer Amounts
Due, this charge can only te
mace cnce enlry s cainea .
ihe evy feeisincorrect. IU IS
‘aidacwn in schecuie S of the
Community Charges Enforce-
ment Reguiations 1989 para |
2nd 2.

The evycharceccanrct
e more than L. 2oL F:th
debt isuncer £ 100. There :s
siiding scale for cebts cvet
£100. walkirg possessicr S
charged at 45p a qay. Other
charges may include remcvz,
thismust be “reasonable” arc

30 M
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Into paying. GOODS CANNOT sale - auctioneers commis-
BE SEIZED UNLESS BAILIFFS . Strt
GAIN ENTRY.

DEPT. P.
IRONSTONE HOUSE
205-213 HIGH STREET
~ ' BECKENHAM
-~ KENT
BR3 1AH
THE Tel: 081-658 7211 (10 lines)

DX: 40623 BECKENHAM
PATLIED Fax: 081-658 4312

A/CNo 0512163,

NOTICE OF SEIZURE OF GOODS & INVENTORY

" THE COMMUNITY CHARGES (ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT) REGLLATIONS 1989. REGULATION 39
or
THE NON-DOMESTIC RATING (COLLECTION AND ENFORCEMENT)(LOCAL LISTS: REGULATIONS 1989. REGULATION 14

S

;| o T Mr Patrick R Westmore ‘ e

OF ___ 10 Tennyson Close Ryde Isle Of Wight PO33 30QB
and all others whom it may concern.

- : issuedbv the . LSLE OF WIGHT e
TAKE NOTICE that by virtue of a LIABILITY ORDER issued by CGH COUNCT

Magistrates Court and with the authority of _ MEDINA BORO | have
this day seized on the premises at cieis

10 Tené&son Close Ryde Isle Of wight PO33 30B
the goods and chatels specified in the following inventery for the sum of £ 96.25 being

Community Charge/National Non-Domestic Rates and costs owing to
MEDINA BOROUGH Zouncil.

AND FURTHER TAKE NOTICE that unless the said Community Charce/Naticnal Non-Domestic Rates e paid
within FIVE days ‘rom the date hereof then they will be sold in accorcance with the Law.

INVENTORY
1. s
- 4 4.
5. 6.
i 8.
9. 10,
AMOUNTS DUE 86 2
Community Charge/Nationai Non-Domestic Rates £ 14.38
Levy Fee (see Scale) £ 0.52
Possession Fee (one day) £
Total if paid today £ 14 .15
Additional Possession Fees £
TOTAL | £ ‘; -
Signed ' ' Date 2 S

Bailiff

VAT Rag No 2794'3013 =acs'erega’Ne I°7I5I7




wales.In England and Wwales
there is very little restric-
tiononwhat bailiffscantake,
goods exempted are tools of
your trace to thevalue of £150
and ciothing and bedding
(includesbeds/mattresses) to
the value of £100. Goods that
you are buying but do not yet
own (under HP or held by you
under a conditional sale
agreement), and items that do
notbelcngtoyouorarerented
cannot te touched.

Private bailiffs sent in to
recover debts from a mother
who had an incontinent child
took her washing machine
bought withasocial fund loan.
They ccmmonly remove COokK-
ers, fr:dges and washing
machines.

Cars car be taken by the bail-
iffs by 2zssuming that the car
parked cutside your home or
in your carage is yours . AC-
cordinc to chapter 'S cf the
statute of Muribercugh 1267,
goods zcart from cattie can-
not be seized ir. “the King's
Highway nor in the ccmmon
street” *Except by theKingor
his officers’. However, as we
have aiready seeninthe courts
with the barring of “Macken-
zie'sfrrends”, we cannotrely
cnlega technicalitiestowin
the fight against the poli-tax.
To be cn the safe side if the
bailiffs are about make sure
that ycu park your car away
from ycur home!

what is important is that local
authorities issue their own
quidelires regarding collec-
tion of debt and distress. For
exampie, BrightonCouncilhas
issued guidelines that mean
there will be delays in using
bailiffs against the follow-
ing greups of people: the dis-
abled, ceople who have suf-
fered 2z recent bereavement,

 Beating the
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Bailifrs

long term sick/seriously ill,
elderiey people, single par-
ents, pregnant women and
people who don't understand

English. The guidelines also
lay down goods which are
exempt, and this list is far
more extensive than the gen-
eral guidelines.

If stricter guidelines are
adopted this will give confi-
dence and show that the bail-
iffs are the servants of the
council, which is an account-
able body and pliable to pres-
sure.

Bailiffs however will try to
flout guidelines, so be pre-
pared.

What usually happens if bail-
iffs gain peaceful entry is a
list: is made of the goods
“seized” and an agreement is
entered into that the goods
will remain with the charge
payer as long as a certain
payment arrangement is kept
to. This is known as a “Walk-
ing Possession” Agreement.
If the payments are defaulted
on they canreturnand remove
the goods, using force to en-
ter if necessary. Hiding or
removing the property that
has been seized is a criminal

of fence.

COMPLAINTS AGAINST THE
BAILIFFS

|f a person wishes to protest
against the actions of the
baiiiffs, he/she can lay a
compaint before the Magis-
trates Court. They can then
rectify the injustice ang, if
necessary, instruct the coun-
Cil to alter their practices.
Such complaints might relate
Lo;

a. l1legal distress - this is,
for example where entry to
the premises is forced.

D. Irregular distress - this is
where the distress is com-
mencedproperly, but thebail-
iffs fail to perform their
duties properly.

The anti-poll tax wurions
should complain to the coun-
Cil and the bailiffs and seek
meetings o exert pressure

for them to drep proceedings.

Remember, bailiffs are just
employees of the council. They
are not actingonbehalf of the
court.

He used To be a Baihq
bul' he warnled a Job

thal was easier than
CO“QC’ng Foll Tax |

&

Aviisis Against The Poll Tax

Artists Against the Poll Tax (AAPT) is a
collection of artist who have pledged not
to pay the poll tax and have signed the
Artists Against The Poll Tax Charter.
Over thirty artists have signed including:
Rebel MC, Cookie Crew, Double Trouble,
The Beautiful South, Beats International,

Jimi Somerville, The Wee Papa Girl

Rappers, New Model Army, Del Amitri,
The Proclaimers, Gil Scott Heron and The
Wedding Present. '
Benefit Gigs have been organised all over
the country. On March 30 a brilliant gig
was organised at the Brixton Academy in
London. Over two and a half thousand

- people raved to acts such as Rebel Mc,

Beats International, Wee Papa Girl
Rappers. Bands such as The Wedding
Present and The Beautiful South have
been involved in local activities. Rebel
MC and Overlord X were also 2 of the
speakers at the March 31st
demonstration.

At the moment we are drawing up an
extensive list of artists who are
prepared to appear at rallies, play at
benefit gigs etc. If you need artists to
appear in your area or you have names of
artists (not just singers, but also actors

comedians etc) who are willing to get

involved in the campaign of mass non-

‘payment please contact us at the

National Federation Office. Finally
because of the mammoth task we have in

compiling this list and making contact
with the artists we are always looking

for helpers, if you are interested please

contact me, again at the National
Federation office on 071 326 0302.
Foluke




